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He could afford s25 
for his tooth paste 
. . .  h e  p a y s  2 5 4

" T h e r e ’S a product . . . that LISTERINE  
TOOTH PASTE . . .  I  have never used a denti

frice that made my teeth feel and look so clean. 
And in my business float's important!”

Ken Maynard

ONCE again you find a m an accustomed to every 
luxury using, by choice, this dentifrice which 

costs him b u t 25^.
Once again you find a m an whose profession de- 

i?fends sound and attractive teeth, using Listerine 
Tooth Paste.

W hat’s the reason? E etter results, nothing more. 
Millions of people have found th a t Listerine Tooth 
Paste is amazingly superior. I f  you haven’t  tried it, 
do so now.

See how thoroughly i t  cleans teeth. See how it 
sweeps away ugly discolorations. See the brilliant 
lustre and gleam i t  im parts to  the teeth. N ote th a t 
wonderful feeling of m outh freshness and invigora- 
tion th a t follows its  use. Give i t  a trial now. Your 
druggist will supply you. L a m b e r t  P h a r m a c a l  
C o m p a n y , S t .  L o u is ,  M is so u r i.

Ken Maynard’s plane. I t  is the land 
type, completely equippedfor camp
ing and hunting. The star recently 
explored Central Am erica and  
spent a ll hut two nights aboard.

R e g u la r  S ize  2 5 #  D o u b le  S ize  4 0 #

Few men are as dear to the hearts of Americayi 
children as Ken Maynard, "the spokesman of 
the outdoors.” His admirers are legion and  
his popularity continues from year to year.

In his motors as in his 
tooth paste, the film  star 
likes speed and efficiency. 
His two Packards and  
Chevrolet are shown.

Ken Maynard and his 
famous horse, Palomino, 
taken a t the Maynard 
ranch in the San Fern
ando Valley, California.

Lis t e r in e  T o o t h  Pa s t e



Is four Job Safe
Ju s t as th e  gasoline engine 
changed or wiped ou t the jobs 
of thousands who depended 
on horse-drawn vehicles for 
their living—just as electricity 
changed the entire set-up in 
the  fields of light and  power 
—so now the Diesel engine is 
fast invading both the "power 
and  transportation fields, and 
threatening the present jobs 
of thousands of workers.

If  jobs in your line are steadi
ly  growing scarcer, you owe it 
to  yourself to  investigate this 
new, progressive, uncrowdcd 
line, tha t will offer good open
ings for many years to come.

Diesel—The Newest, Fastest-Growing Power
Diesel engines—because of their high efficiency, de- jf0ŷ chance to get in~ °.l>i*.?cw «?><»*» t  and «row UP with
pendability, and economy of operation—are fast replac- ' -
ing steam and gasoline engines in power plants, motor trucks and 
busses, locomotives and ships, aircraft, tractors, dredges, 
drills, pumps, etc.—opening up an increasing number of well- 
paid jobs for Diesel trained men. The field of Diesel Engineer
ing is on the upgrade and continually expanding. I t  will pro
vide steady employment and advancement for those properly 
trained in this new industry--as long as they need to  work.

You get complete information on all the latest Diesel de
velopments—two- and four-stroke cycle s; low- and high-speed 
and heavy-duty tyiies: Diesel-electric generating systems, etc,
—in our course. Includes all text material—with special dia
grams for quick understanding of this new power, >

, . ____ mportant position. Today there is practically no competi
tion in the Diesel field, but the increasing use of Diesel engines wilt 
result in keen competition for jobs in the near future. By starting 
your training now, you can keep ahead of such competition.

What This New Field Offers You
Get our Free Diesel Booklet and learn all about, this newest, 
fastest-growing line—its opportunities and requirements. Find out 
•what the Diesel field offers you—how rapidly the Diesel industry 
has developed during the last three years—the large number of 
Diesel engines and accessories beingmanufactured today- how quickly 
you can obtain a  complete understanding of Diesel engine principles 
and opera lion by home study during your spare time—without inter
fering with your regular work.

Asking for information involves no obligation—but it may mark 
the turning point in your life. Write TODAY' for full information-

American School, Dent. D-439, Drexel Avenue a t  59th Street, Chicago, Illinois
T u r n

GET THESE N O E S WMAKE
MONEY/

"DO YS—12 to 16—here’s a big oppor-
tun ity  for you! G et this flashy 

deluxe bicycle or your choice of 300 
o th e r  p rizes , in c lu d in g  a m ovie 
machine. Bike comes fully equipped, 
chromium-plated; baked-onenamel. 
Built for speed and long wear.

Besides these prizes, you can earn 
MONEY. I t ’s easy. Ju s t deliver 
our fine magazines to  people in your 
neighborhood. Need not interfere 
with school or play. M ail the coupon 
and we’ll s ta rt you. M any boys eam 
a prize the very first day; perhaps 
you can, too! A ct w ithout delay.
M ail T h is  C oupon a t  O nce

Mr. J im  T hayer, Dept. 598 
T he Crowell P ublish ing Co.
Springfield, Ohio

Dear Jim: I want to earn MONEY and PRIZES* by deliverin* 
magazines in my neighborhood. S tart me and send me a Prize Book.*

Name—

Addresa-

City.— __St.ite....... ...........

Please mention N ewsstand F iction U nit when answering advertisements 1
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One Cent a Day Brings $100  a Month
Over One Million Dollars in cash benefits have already 

been paid to one-cent-a-day policyholders by National Pro
tective Insurance Co., the oldest and largest company of 
its kind.

Their new policy pays maximum Principal Sum benefits 
of $4,000, increasing to $6,000". Maximum monthly benefits 
of $100 are payable tip to 24 months. Large cash sums are 
paid immediately for fractures, dislocations, etc. Also 
liberal benefits are paid for any and every accident. Same 
old price—just one cent a  day. Age limits for policy—■ 
men, women and children—ages 7 to 80 years.

SEND NO MONEY
For 10 days’ free inspection of policy, simply send name, 

age, address, beneficiary's name and relationship. No 
application to fill out, no medical examination. After read
ing policy, which will be mailed to you, either return it or 
send $3.65 which pays vnu up for a whole year—<365 days. 
Write National Protective insurance Co., 406 Pickwick 
Bldg., Kansas City, Mo., today while offer is still open.

Make $ 1 8 .0 0  Weekly at Home
ADDRESSING and MAIL
ING POSTCARDS and LET
TERS. Experience unnecessary. ■, 
Steady work. Supply furnished. 
START NOW. Complete par
ticulars send 10y to cover 
mailing expenses.
N A T IO N A L  INDUSTRIES

17 Locust Dept. 2SB
Springfield, Mass.

Get Set feyi L ife !

AMAZING NEW 
BUSINESS

Sell to Stores

HANDLE BIO-PAY ROUTE
Good pay right from r-tart. riaco famous line 

Counter Card. Goods with steady store 
rusiomcrs. 200 fast-selling products including 
Razor Blade*. Aspirin, Chocolated Laxative, 
on .sales-mailing counter displays. Up to 
110(/f. profit for you and merchant. No expe
rience needed. Big catalog. Samples FREE. 
World's Products Co.. Dept. 4855. Spe near, Ind.

Learn Public 
Speaking

At home—in spare time. Many overcome
"et»K e-fritrbt,”  gain self-confidence, and increase 
their earning power, throujth ability to  away others 
by effective speech. W rite fo r free  booklet. How to 
Work Wonders W ith Words and requirem ents. 
NORTH AMERICAN INSTITUTE, D ep t. 1 1 8 4  
3 6 0 1  M ichigan A venue C hicago, Illinois

STUDY AT HOME
L e g a lly  t r a in e d  m e n  w in  h ig h  

p o s i tio n s  a n d  b ig  s u c c e s s  in  
b u s in e s s  a n d  p u b l ic  l i f e .  B e i n 

dependent. G reater opportunities eow 
than  ever before. Big corporations are  

headed by m en with legral train ing . Earn 
$ 3 ,0 0 0  t o  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  A n n u a lly  

W e tfoide you step  by s tep . You can tra in  a t  home 
during  apAre time. Degree o f  LL. B .^conferred.

every section o f  the United S ta tes. We
_____________ ____  ____ .in c lu d in g  fo u rteen -w o lum e Law  L ib ra ry .

} Low cost, easy term s. 6 e to u r  valuable 6 4 pa«e “ .Law Training fo rI I ’ ftnrl1' F.viflpm "
Successful trraduatee i 
furnish all te x t  m ateria l. i

} Low cost, easy term s. G e tour valuable 64Hpaire " L i ..........
I lerr.derahip’ ’ and "E v idence”  books FREE. Send fo r them  MOW. 

L a S a lle  E x t e n s i o n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  D e n t .  4 7 5 -L , C h ic a g o

A  RAILWAY
ISAFFIC INSPECTOR

A FIELD WHERE PAY ADVANCES ARE RAPID
GOOD FAY for reliable, active m en—19 to  5<E- 
trained as R ailw ay and Hus P a w n e r  Trajnr  
[nsp-rtors. A grow ing field and constan t dem and. 
Upon completion of «>ur sh o rt, boine-stu.jy course, 
wo place you a t  up to  $135 p er month, p 'm  expen- 

' ‘ *trb ilious men

Be Y o u r  O w n  
M U SIC  
Teacher

LEA R N  A T  HOME
by wonderful improved meth
od. Simple as A. B. C.—a 
child can learn it. Your les
sons consist of real selections 
instead of tiresome exercises.
When you finish one of these 
delightfully easy lessons you’ve 
added a new “piece” to your 
list. You_ read real notes, 
trick music. Method i s  so

our 700,000 students are band and 
orchestra LEADERS.Be Popular
Everything is in print and pictures. 
F irst you are told what to do. Then 
a  picture shows you how to do it. 
Then you do it yourself and hear it. 
In a few short months you become 
an excellent musician—the life of 
every party!

Free Book and 
Demonstration Lesson
You may quickly become a tine player 
through the U. S. School home study 
method. Write at once for onr Illustrated 
Free Book and Free Demonstration Lesson. 
Please mention your favorite instrument 
and write your name and address plainly. 
Instruments supplied when needed, cash 
or credit.
V .  S. SCHOOL O F M U SIC
3694 Brunswick Building, New York City

PLAY BY NOTE 
Pi ano ,  O r g a n ,  
Violin, Corne t ,  
Mandolin, Harp, 
' Ce l l o ,  T r o m 
bone,  F l u t e ,  
Clarinet, Piccolo, 
Saxophone, Uku
lele,  G u i t a r ,  
Voice and Speech 
c u l t u r e .  H a r 
mony and Com
position, Drums 
and Traps, Banjo 
( P l e c t r u m ,  5- 
String or Tenor) 
P i a no  A c c o r 
dion, Italian and 
German Accor
dion.

too—no “ numbers” or 
thorough that many of

Be a Radio Expert
learn aiHome-Make Good Money
Mail the coupon. Men I trained at home in spare time make $30, 
$50, $75 a week. Mkny made $5, $10. $15 a week in spare time 
while learning. Get facts about Radio’s opportunities and my 
practical 50-5U method of home training. Home experimental 
outfits make learning easy, practical, fascinating. Money back 
agreement protects you. Mail coupon for free 61-page hook.f---------------------*---------------------*----------- 1
, J. E. SMITH, President, Dept. 60 M i
I National Radio Institute, Washington, D. C. I
I Send me your free book, "Rich Rewards In Radio.** This i 

does not obligate me. (Please write plainly.) I

|  Name......................................................................  Age................  !
( Address ........................................................................................... i
I e jty ................................................................ Statu....................... I

B a ji the Hawaiian Guitar 
lik e  the H&waii&ns/ # •

FAMOUS NATIVE HAWAIIAN INSTRUCTORS 
teach you to  play this fascinating instrument.ONLY 
4 MOTIONS—-No previous musical knowledge 
needed. OUR 52 EASY LESSONS teach you 
the enchanting music you hear over the radio.

Vfhenyou enroll
v l  V  IL H I-a  sweet toned

H AW AIIAN GU ITA R, co m p le te
playing o u t f i tWRITEflT ONCE for a ttra c 

tive  offer an d  easy term s. and carrying 
ease.

F IR S T HA W AIIAN  C O N S ER V A TO R Y O F  M U S IC , Inc.
9 th  F lo o r , W oolw orth  O ld , .  C op t. 7 0 0  N a w Y o r k .N . Y.

Approvedby New York State Boardo} Regents

Please mention N ewsstand F iction U nit when answering advertisements 3



50c
A WEEK

Latest  Popular Rady's 
BagmUo Wrist Watch or 
Modern M an's Watch.
Beautifully engraved and 
chased. 'Chro
mium finished 
link bracelet to 
match. Tested 
and  regulated 
move me n t s .
G u a r a n t e e d  
perfect time-keeping and 
satisfactory service. Froo 
materia] for two years.

Exquisitely designed Lady’s soli
taire Ring or Gorgeous Man’s 
Ring. Beautifully chased. Set 
with a full cut Simulated Dia
mond of dazzling radiance and 
blazing blue white fire. Simu
lated Diamonds are pure white, 
full 24 facet cut. glitter with 
sparkling brilliancy. You will bo 
amazed with its similarity of a 

perfect out, flawless, genuine diamond costing hun
dreds of dollars. To advertise our Simulated Dia
mond Rings, we wilt (jive the above described 
Baguette Watch or Modern Man’s Watch, on each 
ring purchased and paid en our liberal easy weekly 
payment plan.

S « jd  only n am e and  a d d r e u ,  N o p a p a ra  to  a l r n ,  no re fe re n c e *  .
J u s t  s ta te  « h e  o f  n q g  o r eond a tr ip  o f  p a p e r  fo r  m e a su re .“ " i»b Tben ynownd n«60rw«" 'rastmaVf2.0b down 

W atch  will n o t eo»t you
»«h\y. foil

w a tc h  a n d  r ic #  w an ted  s

_ oo thia offer. P rice you & %  ter th e  rip« 
ex tra  eo£t- A ct now I Rush order a t  once. MentionyariFi

and  rim ? b

FASHION JEWELRY C0.t

Help Kidneys
Don’t Take Drastic Drugs

Your Kidneys contain 9 million tiny tubes or filters which 
may be endangered by neglect or drastic, irritating drugs. 
Be careful. If functional Kidney or Bladder disorders make 
you suffer from Getting Up Nights, Nervousness, Loss of 
Pep, Leg Pains, Rheumatic Pains, Dizziness, Circles Under 
Eyes, Neuralgia, Acidity, Burning, Smarting or Itching, 
you don't need to take chances. All druggists now have the 
most modern advanced treatment for these troubles—-a Doc
tor’s prescription called Cystex (Siss-Tex). Works fast— 
safe and sure. In 48 hours it must bring new vitality and is 
guaranteed to make you feel years younger in one week or 
money back on return of empty package. Cystex costs only 
3c a dose at druggists and the guarantee protects you.

ANY PHOTO ENLARGED
S h e 8x10 Inches or smaller If de
sired. Same price tor full length or 
bust, form, groups; landscapes, pet 
animals, etc., or enlargements of any j 
part of group picture. Safe return of1 
original photo guaranteed.SEND NO M O N EYM |«r
and within a week you wiU receive your beautiful
tile-tike en l* rt» tn«n t, aru&rmteed U detem . P ay  po*rttn»n 4?o 
fjhii po«taw —or aead 49c w ith  order u d  we pay pontage. 61a 
* 6 x 2 0 -fn o k  e n la rg e m e n t  cent C . O . D . 78o plua p o ta to  or eeod 
f i i e a i d  we pay  poetar* . Take advantage of thfa iin o iiip f ofl*r 
paw. Bead your photo* today . Specify else warned.

STANDARD ART STUDIOS, IM S J M tm n  St. C w s M U, M ea n

M E R R Y M A K E R S :  Avoid Accidents, S O B E R U P
Take SL Powders before driving home. They immediately relieve 
the head, nerve, stomach and sweeten the breath. Recommended 
and prescribed by local physieians. Send.for a supply and be pre
pared not to suffer from the after-effects of a nerve-wracking hang
over. Astonishing results. $1.00 per box {1 dozen).

S L  LABO RATO RIES, Dept. A
7568 Hollywood Blvd, Hollywood, Calif.

n r r n M c  a m  p y p f r t

«mnt*c?BBary. Pctro:
LaSalle Ixten:

a o r exeentiv* arooantin«? poeEionP. *P rerknia experl 
. Personal training tinder papervnu<jp of e ta f ta f  C .P ji 

b o f the American Institu te of Accountants, 
■ccountano?. th* Pro?e*»k>n th a t  P*J9,it rro e  b o o s. A cco u n tan cy , tn *  r^oT oeaw n vn a i r a y s .  ^

aSalte Extension University, Dept 475-H, Chicago
Tb* M s«» That Has Trained O m  1,359 C . P . A .'*

M E T J O B Sand BETTER PAYI
A real opportunity exists for 
those who Learn Drafting 
Now—drafting teads most in
dustries in  recovery today!
Learn P r a c tic a lilD lC T IM P  at Your Home From I 
U ll f i r  I IN u  an ENGINEER*
I’d teach you on practical work, a method successful since 
1900, and furnish you ail tools, also drawing table. Earn while 
you learn in your spare time. No Sigh School or previous 
experience needed. Write TODAY for FREE BOOK on Drafts- 
F R E E  manship. No obligations. Please give your age.

ENGINEER DOSE
B U U R  Div. 30-34. U B E R TY V K .L E , ILL.

T O B A C C O  H A B I T

B A N I S H E D
F O R  T H O U  S A M O S  O F  M E N

QUICK, SUflE, LASTING RESULTS
in most case9 Tobacco Redeemer relieves craving for 
tobacco completely in a very few days. An absolutely safe, 
dependable, and thoroughly reliable treatment. No matter 
how long the habit, or in wbat form used, all craving for 
tobacco usually vanishes when_ this pleasant, inexpensive 
treatment is used according to simple directions. The treat
ment has helped thousands and should help you. Your 
money returned without argument or question if not satis
fied. W rite for free explanatory booklet and proof of what 
Tobacco Redeemer has done for men addicted to tb* 
tobacco habit. Send post card or letter today.

NEWELL PHARMACAL CO.
D ept. 600 C layton  S ta tio n  S t , L ou is, M o.

B £ C O M E T s  0 CCES  Sp U L

E T E C T I V E
Earn B ig M oney—Travel or Work a t Horne—Experience  
U nnecessary. Train Y ourself for Secret In vestiga tion  
and C onfidentia l W ork. FREE D etectivo  Paper and 
Particu lars. W rite Today to

NATIONAL DETECTIVE SYSTEM
D ep t. 4 2 5 -F  F r e m o n t ,  N e b r a s k a ,  U» S . A-

FR EE■  ■  ■  Honorary membership card in worldwide
■  m  V  fraternal organization of correspondent*

and sample copy of unique T. X. D- PEN 
PAL MAGAZINE (free of charge', together with full details on 
how to receive a shower of letters and cards from all parts of V. 8, 
and foreign countries sent upon reee-Jpr, of !0<p coin tor stamps) to 
cover mailing cost. Learn about this fascinating hobby; harmUas 
and intensely interesting pastime. Writs today!

IOTA XI DELTA
416 S. Dearborn St. (Suite 320), Chicago, Illinois, U. S. A,

D

P E N  P A T S

No Joke T o Be Deaf
—E v e ry  deaf person k n o w s  that—
Mr. Way made himself bear hia watch tick after 
‘ efrig dear for twenty-five yews, with his Arti- 

1 Ear Drome. He wore them day and night.
?*They stopped hia head 
^noises. They are invisible 

andcomfortabIe.no wires 
or batteries. Write for ,
TRUE STORY. Also 1 
booklet on Deafness. A rt ifieia lE or Drum

THE W AY CO M PAN Y 
737 H o fm an n  B ld g . D e tro it .  M ichigan

i  E O  t i )
*  T I M E  C O C I V T S  •

in applying for patents. Don’t  risk delay in protecting your 
Ideas. Send sketch or model for instructions or write for FREE 
BOOK. “Patent Guide for the Inventor" and “Record of 
Lit put 3 on" form. No ehargo on how to proceed. Prompt, 
•jiirefii!, efficient service.

CLARENCE A. O'BRIEN AND HYMAN BERMAN 
1879 Adams Bldg., Registered Patent Attorneys, Washington,©. C-

4 Please mention N ewsstand F iction U nit when answering advertisements



FIGHTERS OF SKULL CREEK
A Baffling, Dramatic, Non-Stop Complete Novel 

Featuring the Cawhorn Brothers
By

NORRELL GREGORY
also

A Mighty Mac S to ry  by S. O m ar B ark er 
A Long N ovelette by  G. W. B arring ton  
And o th er ou tstand ing  W estern  Fiction as 
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W est
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C h a p t e r  I

MR. WILDMAN

A WARM October afternoon on the 
Oregon-California trail in what is 
now Wyoming. The trail was 

deeply rutted and wide, as wagon 
train after wagon train had pulled out of 
older wheel tracks to seek firmer, smoother 
ground. A gray sea of sage covered the land, 
surging up like gray waves around the red 
hills. Tumbled hills on the north gave way 
to higher and higher summits, which 
reached up and up to disappear under dark 
pine forests and emerge at last in the heav

en-high white peaks of the Wind River 
Range. East and west the gray sea of sage 
rolled away into remote distances. Away 
off to the south, beyond the Sweetwater, 
cool, remote, the snow-covered summit of 
Long’s Peak seemed to float high in the 
heavens. It w'as a bleak, savage, infinitely 
beautiful land.

A man in his early thirties was riding 
slowly eastward along the trail. His rangy 
buckskin horse was black with sweat, show
ing all the signs of having been run and 
run hard for a long distance.

The man, Asa Dunham, occasionally 
looked back over his left shoulder as though 
fearing, or expecting, further pursuit. Asa

A Thrilling Story of Plainsmen and Pioneers
6



ROLLING WEST
/

s By W. H. B. Kent
-.~v*

Author of “That Man Kent,” “Thunder cm Powder River,” etc.

Dunham was tall and lean with a face burnt 
brown by wind and sun and the wrinkles 
at the outer corners of his eyes came from 
looking into sunlit, endless distances.

Except for a wide-brimmed wool hat he 
was dressed throughout in fringed buckskin. 
Across his saddle he carried a short, mod
ern, muzzle-loading percussion-cap rifle. 
Powder-horn and bullet pouch were slung 
from his shoulders and a gaily beaded belt 
supported a long knife. His long brown hair 
was sheared off level with the top of his 
shoulders.

The tired horse stopped suddenly. head 
raised and little pointed ears slanted for
ward. Asa Dunham spoke to the horse,

“Yes,” he said, “I see them. But they are 
only elk and won’t hurt you.”

The horse moved on in his tired walk and 
a great band of elk on the rising ground to 
the left stood there in long ranks, their great 
antlered heads against the sky, and, round 
eyed, watched the man and horse pass along 
their front.

As he rode on eastward Asa Dunham 
noted the discarded treasures of a nation as 
it moved westward. A broken wagon box, 
the wheels gone, had been partly chopped 
for firewood, or for repairs to other wagons. 
Further along a mahogany, black horse hair 
sofa sat in silly dignity in the sage brush. 
Some woman, Asa thought, wept when tired

by the Author of “Thunder on Poivder River”
7



8 W E S T

animals could no longer haul that family 
heirloom. Then Asa leaned down from his 
horse in a long, graceful sweep, to pick up 
a poor little bedraggled rag doll—and some 
child, too, had wept at her loss. Then, up 
on a rise to the left he saw an upright board 
and he stopped to read the simple, tragic 
inscription, crudely burned into the board 
at the head of the little grave: Al i c e

ARNOLD. AGED FIVE YEARS.
A little beyond, on the lower side of the 

trail an older grave had been robbed by the 
wolves. The polished bones were scattered 
around and a white skull watched with sar
donic. grin.

“Why do they come.’’ Asa asked himself. 
“And where are they going, and why?” and 
then shrugged, thinking, “They don’t know 
themselves.”

Then he fell to resenting the mounting 
tide of immigrant trains, the families, pour
ing westward up the Platte and the Sweet
water, eating up the grass, scaring off the 
buffalo, cutting the timber along the 
streams. And now the Indians along the 
route, friendly and helpful at first, tolerant 
and contemptuous of the silly whites, were 
becoming alarmed—alarmed and restive as 
the exodus seemed to have no end.

THREE men rode around the point 
of a low ridge to the eastward, 
saw Asa Dunham and checked their 

horses, sitting there with hands shading 
their eyes to stare suspiciously at him.

“In the desert all men are enemies,” and 
Asa had stopped to stare intently. He was 
less troubled than the others by the sun, 
and after an instant he shook his rifle above 
his head and gave a joyful shout of “Ho, 
Santa Fe!” then kicked his horse into a 
slow trot. The others spurred their horses 
and came on to meet him.

The man on the right of the advancing 
three also was dressed in fringed buckskin, 
buckskfn worn smooth and black from 
smoke, grease, and long wear. Long, grizzled 
hair hung down on his shoulders, a sweep
ing gray moustache hid a wide mouth. The 
wide brim of his hat was flipped straight 
up over fierce gray eyes and a great beak 
of a nose. Across the saddle be carried a 
long flintlock rifle. Worked out on the stock,

in brass tacks, was the name “Santa Fe.”
Riding in the middle was a dignified, 

kindly-faced, white-haired, old man. His 
store clothes, of a clerical cut, were worn 
and patched.

On the other side rode a bulbous-eved 
young man with fuzzy sideburns. He 
flapped his elbows as he rode.

The old man in buckskin began talking 
as soon as he came within hearing. “Ya, 
you Asa Dunham,” he shouted happily, “ I 
been looking for you all day. Thunderhawk 
is camped down the trail a piece and he 
said you was due by sundown today. How 
be ye?” and old Santa Fe kicked his horse 
up to Asa, shook hands long and hard, grin
ning, and affectionately, scrutinizing Asa 
with his fierce gray eyes.

Then he turned briskly to say, “Padre, 
this is my pardner, Asa Dunham. We been 
trapping and hunting and fighting together 
for ten years.”

To Asa he said, “Asa, this is Mr. How
ard. He’s the cap’n of a immigrant outfit. 
The wagons is right behind us.”

Santa Fe waved his hand, a bit contemp
tuously, toward the young man with the 
fuzzy sideburns, saying, “And that there’s 
Wilbur.”

ASA shook hands with the grave-eyed 
preacher and liked him, but felt Old 

. Santa Fe’s c o n t e m p t  when he 
grasped, and quickly dropped, the soft limp 
hand of Wilbur.

Santa Fe was explaining, “These families 
got hung up with the cholery down on the 
Platte. They’ve had plenty bad luck and 
now they can’t get through to Oregon this 
year. They’ll hole up at Fort Hall for the 
winter and I ’ve agreed to see ’em that far.” 

“Now, Asa, you jest come on along with 
us. We’ll be back with Thunderhawk and 
his Cheyennes afore snow flies.”

Asa shook his head, “Can’t do it, Santa 
Fe. I told Thunderhawk I ’d be with them 
for the fall hunt. They’re having the fall 
buffalo hunt down on the lower plains.”

Old Santa F6 suddenly stuck a grimy 
thumb into Asa’s ribs, snickering, “Ya— 
and what about Thunderhawk’s sister — 
mebbeso she’s going on the hunt too?” Then 
he laughed, nodding his head, “Well,” he
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conceded, “I don’t blame ye. Ain’t never 
seen a finer gal than The Dawn, not no
where.”

Santa Fe left that to look suspiciously at 
Asa’s sweat-soaked horse, “How come?” he 
asked.

Asa laughed, “We’ve been traveling,” he 
explained, “and for a little I wasn't sure we 
could travel fast enough. Nine hostiles 
jumped us this morning and we had to run 
for it.” He sobered as he finished, “It was 
a near thing.”

“Who was it? Shoshone?” Santa Fe de
manded.

Asa shook his head, “No. Not Shoshone. 
They looked to me like Blackfeet but it’s 
too far south for them.”

“Blackfeet!” the old plainsman ejacu
lated. Then he nodded his head, thought
fully, “ It might be, it might be. They're 
always hostile and I ’ve known that old devil 
Many Horses to raid away south of even 
here, dear down among the Utes, stealing 
women and horses,”

Santa Fe was silent awhile, considering, 
shaking his head and muttering, “That’s 
bad. That’s damn bad.”

Then he asked Asa again to go on to 
Fort Hall with them, but finally gave it up. 
“Well,” he said, testily, “Have it your own 
way. But as soon as I get to Fort Hall I ’ll 
back track for Thunderhawk’s village and 
then we’ll winter together, same as usual. 
How’s that?”

“Of course,” Asa agreed, “I expected 
we’d winter together, same as usual.”

Santa Fe spoke to Mr. Howard, “You 
better drift along, padre, you and Wilbur. 
Got to keep moving. I ’ll palaver Asa here a 
minute and then ketch up.”

Asa shook hands again with Mr. Howard 
and Wilbur, and they rode on up the trail.

Old Santa Fe rubbed the side of his great 
nose with a smoke-blackened thumb and 
then pointed back over his shoulder with 
it. “Now that Reverend Howard,” he said. 
“Fine a man as you’d want to meet. Him 
and his whole flock on the move to Oregon. 
Hell, don’t ask me why. Poor folks, they 
be. Ain’t got nothing.”

“And that Wilbur feller. He’s a store
keeper. Stuff in a ship acoming round the 
Horn—and I hope it sinks. He’s putting up

the money for the families now since they 
run out. And what you think-—every time 
he buys something he makes ’em sign a 
paper. Now what do ye think of that?” 

“Why, hell, time they gits to Oregon 
they’ll be in debt to him for all their mortal 
lives. ’Tain’t right! ”

The old man glared fiercely at Asa as if 
daring him to think it was right. Then he 
grinned, saying, “And the padre’s got a 
daughter, Ann Howard, an’ she’s a real fine 
gal I ’m telling ye, and it’s all fixed up she 
marries this Wilbur feller. ’Tain’t right.” 
Asa laughed, “Jealous, Santa Fe?”

The old man glared at him, “Who? Me?” 
Then he threw up his magnificent head and 
laughed, “ I damn easy could be,” he said.

An ungreased wheel shrieked and the first 
wagon of the immigrant train came around 
the point of the ridge. “Well,” old Santa Fe 
said briskly, “I gotta pull my freight. Sorry 
you won’t throw in with us, but I ’ll be in 
Thunderhawk’s village afore snow flies, 
sure.” He kicked up his horse, grinning 
back over his buckskin shoulder to say, 
“And I may have Wilbur’s scalp dangling 
on my bridle rein. Adios, Asa.”

ASA DUNHAM pulled his horse away 
from the trail, pulled the bit from 

. his mouth to let him graze a few 
minutes and sat down on a little knoll to 
watch the passing of the families.

Nine wagons, he counted. Nine worn 
wagons hauled by worn horses—not nearly 
so good for the work as oxen. Worn women, 
too, and children were on the seats or in the 
wagon beds peering out from under looped 
up covers. Worn men were afoot, plodding 
along beside their tired horses. The whole 
train was trail weary.

A man came away from his wagon, a 
whip hung around his shoulders, walking up 
to Asa to ask, “How fur is it to Oregon?” 

“Oh, a thousand miles or so,” Asa told 
him. Then, encouragingly, “But you’re 
nearly half way already.”

The man went back to his wagon speak
ing cheerfully to the woman on the wagon 
seat saying. “He says we’re half way, 
Mary.”

A wagon with a gaunt, tight-lipped 
woman and a frousy girl on the seat passed.
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The girl waved to Asa. As he waved back 
he heard the woman say “Now don’t ye. 
He’s one of them wild men.’’ Asa laughed 
and waved again.

One wagon had been parked too near a 
fire. The wagon box was scorched and a hole 
burnt in the side of the cover. A flat- 
breasted, still-faced woman sat there carry
ing a thin, listless baby in her arms. A cow 
was tied to the back of the wagon and Ala 
noticed that the cow, too, was dry.

“Good God!” Asa muttered, “Why do 
they come?”

The sight of the woman and the dumb 
misery in her face disturbed Asa and he got 
quickly to his feet, put the bit back in the 
reluctant mouth of his horse, swung up with 
lithe grace and started on down the trail,

T HE last wagon came on and then 
stopped as the train came to a halt. 
The wagon was close beside Asa and 

he stopped to look and grin. The wagon 
cover had been pushed forward off the last 
hoop. In the open space on boards facing 
each other were a row of small children and 
a young woman teaching school.

The girl was dressed in faded calico, and 
a pink sunbonnet had slipped back off her 
head. A wealth of warm brown hair was 
parted in the middle, drawn smoothly down 
over her ears and hung in a thick braid. 
Under level brows deep blue eyes looked 
directly into the dark brown eyes of the 
plainsman.

“Look, Ann, look!” one of the children 
exclaimed. “Here’s another one of them wild 
men.”

The girl flashed white teeth in a de
lighted laugh, and Asa laughed with her. 
They looked at each other, and then, with
out any reason they laughed together again 
and the girl blushed.

The girl recovered herself, asking, sedate
ly. “Where you going? We’re going to Ore
gon.” .

Asa found he had to clear his throat and 
start all over again to answer. “Oh, I ’m go
ing down the trail a ways.”

“Where do you live?” the girl asked. 
“Live?” Asa repeated, a bit startled at 

the question. Such a question had not oc
curred to him for years. Where did he live,

anyway? He made a vague motion with his 
chin that embraced a thousand miles of 
mountains and plains. “Oh, around here,” 
he answered.

“Around here?” the girl asked, a little 
uncertainly. She looked out at the great 
sweep of the gray plains, the grotesque 
shapes of the buttes and the towering, snow
capped peaks beyond. It was obvious that, 
from her point of view, “Around here,” was 
no place at all. They looked at each other 
again and laughed together.

The man was feasting his eyes on the 
girl, as when, after long miles a thirsty deer 
comes at last to water. He spoke again, hur
riedly, as though words would hold her 
there, saying. “ You have a good man with 
you. They don’t make them any better than 
old Sante Fe.”

“Isn’t he a dear!” warmly from the girl. 
And then demurely, “But don’t you think 
he needs help to get us to Oregon?”

Somebody up ahead began yelling and 
whacking horses and, with a sudden lurch, 
the wagon started.

“Oh well,” Asa called out, “He’s got Wil
bur.”

The girl flushed a little, then laughed and 
waved, calling back to him. “Goud-by, Mr. 
Wildman.”

The wagons passed on up the trail, drop
ping over into a hollow out of sight and 
then coming up into view further and fur
ther away. The girl waved again and Asa 
threw up his hand in the Indian sign of 
friendship. The wagons dipped down over 
the last rise and the world was empty and 
lonesome.

Asa Dunham sat there on his horse a 
long time, slumped down in the saddle, see
ing only a great mass of warm brown hair 
and brave blue eyes. After a long time he 
became conscious that his horse was in mo
tion, padding along in the dusty trail, fol
lowing the wagon train. He pulled the horse 
up and turned him eastward, muttering 
“What the hell?” On the next rise he 
stopped, switched around in the saddle and 
watched a great red sun follow the wagon 
train down over the edge of the world.

At last he turned to look down the long 
gray slopes to where the fires twinkled 
around the tepees of Thunderhawk’s Chey
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ennes. He seemed to hesitate for a little, 
then straightened in the saddle and rode on 
down toward the tepees of his old friends.

C h a p t e r  II

TH E DAWN

OFF to the north a long string of 
buffalo were coming leisurely down 
a white ribbon of trail on their 

way to water. The distant movement a t
tracted the attention of the horse and he 
turned his finely pointed ears toward them 
—then stopped suddenly and snorted as a 
young Indian came down a little slope, the 
Indian, a grown boy, just on the verge of 
manhood, carried a bow and four arrows in 
one hand. An antelope swung across his 
naked shoulders. He threw up a hand in 
greeting to Asa, his waist-high buckskin 
leggins swishing through the sage as he 
came swiftly down to the trail.

Asa grinned his delight at sight of the 
young Indian and slid off his horse. The 
boy’s face was alight with pleasure and he 
let the antelope slide into a dead heap at 
his feet.

Asa and the young Indian put their arms 
around each other’s shoulders and patted 
them as they looked one another over.

“How is it with my brother The Arrow
head?” Asa asked with a note of deep af
fection in the soft gutturals of the Cheyenne 
tongue.

“It is well,” The Arrowhead answered. 
“And now that my elder brother has come 
home, there will be joy in our father’s te
pee.”

“How is it with the old warrior Plenty 
Coups?” Asa asked.

“It is well,” the Indian answered.
Asa’s horse snorted and drew back, wild 

eyed, as he caught the smell of fresh blood 
from the antelope. Asa quieted him and 
held his hands over his eves while The Ar
rowhead threw the antelope across the sad
dle. They went on afoot than, arm in arm, 
leading the horse and talking of what had 
happened since Asa had Iasi been in his 
adopted home with Thunderhawk’s band of 
the Cheyennes.

“Thunderhawk is well also?” Asa asked.
“Well,” the Indian answered, then he 

laughed, “and his little son, The Young 
Thunderhawk, is so high already,” and he 
put his hand down above his knee. “He al
ready dances before the great chief his 
father.”

Asa was silent a long time and the boy 
stole swift glances at the dark brooding 
face. At last The Arrowhead asked softly, 
“Are there no others?”

Asa laughed then, pinching the young In
dian’s arm in his own, asking, “And The 
Dawn?”

The Indian answered, seriously, “A wo
man now. And the fairest of ail Cheyenne 
maidens.” After a little, he said, smiling, “ I 
think she has watched the trail from the 
sunset all day today.”

ASA walked soberly along thinking of 
The Dawn, young sister of the 

- great chief Thunderhawk, and the 
thought was blurred by the memory of 
brave blue eyes and a warm voice calling 
out, “Good-by, Mr. Wildman.”

The Indian boy spoke softly. “ It is in 
my mind that the Lord of Life will send 
great happiness to you and to The Dawn.” 

The white man was troubled.
In the fading twilight they crossed the 

Sweetwater above a grove of cottonwoods 
and climbed a gravelly bank up onto a level 
bench. Along the flat, to the left, were the 
tepees of Thunderhawk’s Cheyennes. The 
lodge poles flaring out above the buffalo 
hide covers, made a spidery tracing against 
the sky. Early stars were twinkling. The 
Indian horses were in a herd off to the right 
with young boys on guard, some of them 
singing softly in the dusk. Fires blazed be
fore some of the tepees; others had fires in
side and glowed dully through the hide cov
ers, showing up the heraldic paintings on 
the skins. In the still air the white smoke 
from the cooking fires hung in a level cloud 
over the village. The smell of cooking meat, 
of sweating horses, of smoked leather, of 
drying meat, and the ao id  sting of the 
smoke of burning sage brush—all the myr
iad smells of an Indian encampment hung 
in the air and came gratefully to Asa Dun
ham.
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The Arrowhead shouted and men came 
out of tepees and groups broke up as the 
warriors came forward throwing up their 
hands in greeting and welcome. Their un
affected pleasure at his return warmed Asa’s 
heart. He thought—“These are my people,” 
and was no longer troubled.

Asa wanted to go to the lodge of Thun- 
derhawk, but in courtesy he was bound to 
first show himself at the lodge of old Plenty 
Coups and his wife—his adopted father and 
mother.

Plenty Coups was standing in front of the 
tepee, a twinkling lire at his feet lighting up 
his fine old face. Beside him a tripod of 
peeled willow wands held his lance, bullhide 
shield and long-handled stone-headed battle 
axe. “Ho, Ho,” he called, “My oldest son is 
home again.”

A little, white-haired old woman came 
rushing out of the tepee, tried to shout her 
delight but half-sqbbed instead, grasped Asa 
by the shoulders, pulled his head down on 
her withered bosom and hugged him tightly.

“You! Arrowhead!” she shrilled, “Why- 
stand there and grin like a coyote? Take 
your brother’s pony to grass,” she ordered.

A MAN came swiftly into the fire
light. Tall and sinewy, naked from 
the waist up, gleaming arm bands 

of polished copper, face acquiline, high and 
stem, hair in two long braids down in front 
of each shoulder and one feather of the 
great war eagle slanting fonvard over the 
stately head—such was Thunderhawk at 
thirty-five — Thunderhawk already one of 
the great chiefs of the Cheyennes—Thun
derhawk, the son of the gods.

It was the belief of the people that the 
first Thunderhawk was himself a ged, a god 
who came down from the skies and dwelt 
with the Cheyenne, teaching them the way 
of life.

The Indian’s stern face broke into a 
warm smile as he grasped Asa by the shoul
ders, saying, “My brother has come to his 
own again.”

“And with a singing heart,” the white 
man answered.

Old Plenty Coups was grumbling, good 
naturedly, “ Is Plenty Coups too poor,” he 
asked his old wife, grinning at Thunder

hawk and Asa, “ Is Plenty Coups too poor 
to feed his friends?”

“Na, Na,” the old woman answered from 
inside the tepee and came hurriedly out 
carrying a steaming iron pot full of buffalo 
hump and a handful of horn spoons. The 
three men gathered around the kettle sit
ting cross-legged on the ground. At the ex
press invitation of his father The Arrow
head joined them, shyly.

“ It is true,” Thunderhawk commented, 
“The Arrowhead is a man now and sits 
with the warriors.”

“Na,” the old woman protested from 
where she was feeding sticks into the fire 
to make a light for the men. “The Arrow
head is but a boy yet,” she said, “ there is 
time enough for him to be a man.”

“ Be still, woman,” said old Plenty Coups, 
indulgently, “My son is a man and takes 
the next trail.”

The old woman said nothing but a look 
of brooding sadness filled her face as she 
looked wistfully at the keen face of her 
young son. Asa knew she was thinking of 
her first born—killed in the wars with the 
Pawnee.

After a little she murmured, half to her
self, “Aye. Aye. Yesterday they were little 
babies sleeping in the sun and today they 
are men — and tomorrow, tomorrow they 
take the war trail and return no more.”

“What would you?” asked Thunderhawk, 
tolerantly, throwing out his hand, palm up
ward. “It is sweet to die in battle.” But the 
woman was not listening. She was thinking 
of a dead son.

OTHER men drifted up to Plenty 
Coups’ fire—tall, blanket-wrapped, 

hawk-faced warriors, warmly greet
ing Asa, sitting down cross-legged in a circle 
to smoke and gossip. They listened intently 
and gratefully, for each bit of news Asa 
could offer. They joked with each other, 
poking fun at old Plenty Coups, chuckling 
softly, a friendly, harmonious group that 
Asa loved.

It was into this group that after a little 
Asa dropped a bomb by saying. “Today I 
was chased by the Blackfeet!”

Thunderhawk’s eyes flashed, “Do they 
dare?” Then, mildly, “A haze was over the
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land today and perhaps my brother did not 
see clearly. Shoshone, perhaps? Or Crows?”

“Not so,” Asa told him. “Blackfeet. 
of the north country. My heart is heavy for 
the whites who journey westward in the 
wagons. They will meet the Blackfeet per
haps. Poor people—not fitted for war.”

The Indians nodded, sympathetically. Of 
a certainty the whites were poor people, not 
fitted, as our brother Asa had said, not 
fitted to meet the Blackfeet.

“And Santa Fe,” Asa went on, “Our 
good Santa Fe is with them.”

An old warrior made noises of concern. 
“It is true,” the old man said. “And we can
not let the Blackfeet strut and brag over the 
scalp of our friend Santa Fe.” The old war
rior looked at Thunderhawk to see if the 
chief wished himself to take the lead in the 
matter.

Thunderhawk nodded his head and Asa 
was content. He knew that, in their own 
good time, the Cheyennes would move, and 
nothing more could be done about it.

An old man wet his finger in his mouth 
and held it up in the still night air. After a 
little he nodded to the north saying, “Snow 
come soon.”

Asa believed him and thought again of 
the girl teaching school in the wagon, rolling 
on westward into the face of the sudden, 
bitter blizzards of the region—and to what 
could be still more bitter and chilling—a 
meeting with the Blackfeet. The picture 
made him restless.

At last Thunderhawk rose to his feet, 
made a gesture of invitation to Asa and 
strode off to his own lodge. Asa stopped a 
minute before the tepee of the chief, listen
ing to the sounds that came from the Indian 
encampment. There was a stir among the 
lodges as warriors went about discussing the 
nearness of a party of Blackfeet raiders. Off 
to the right someone was sick and the 
rhythmic music of rattle and tomtom could 
be heard and the harsh voice of a Shaman 
exorcising the evil spirits in the sick one.

To the left a group of warriors sat about 
a fire listening with absorbed interest as 
one of their number counted his coups— 
deeds of valor or of public good. At the 
conclusion of the recital of each deed, they 
yelled in shrill approval. Some dogs broke

out in a snarling clamor as they fought over 
a theft of meat; then ceased suddenly as a 
woman yelled and threw a burning stick 
among them. Far out on the plains, the 
weird coyote chorus began and the village 
dogs yelped in answer.

T HE buffalo hide cover of Thunder- 
hawk’s lodge was lit up by the fire 
inside, bringing out in clear relief 

the red and black painting of a two-headed 
eagle that seemed to wrap himself around 
the lodge. Asa looked at the fantastic eagle 
and remembered that, as a youth, Thunder
hawk had fasted and prayed, alone on a 
mountain top — prayed for four days and 
nights that the Lord of Life would send him 
a sign—a sign from the Lord of Life to 
guide him down life’s tortuous trails.

Drifting clouds let twinkling stars come 
through in wide bands. The stars looked 
wet and Asa shook his head as though 
warning someone. The warm, soft days of 
the Indian summer could not last. It was 
time for snow and it would come any day 
now—come in a sudden blinding whirl that 
would blot out all things. Then the daz- 
zlingly white world would turn bitingly cold. 
Asa shook his head again as though he were 
speaking to old Sante Fe and the decrepit 
little wagon train crawling westward into 
blinding blizzards—and lurking Blackfeet. 
A sudden puff of warm wind lifted the hair 
on Asa’s shoulders and drew streams of 
sparks from dying fires. He lifted the en
trance flap and entered the tepee of Thun
derhawk.

The interior of the lodge was lit up by 
a bright little fire. The leaping flame shone 
over the broad, goodnatured face of Thun- 
derhawk’s wife as she sat feeding dry sticks 
into the fire. From the look of pleased con
tent on her face and the size of the pile of 
dry wood she had gathered, it was easy to 
judge what these long evenings in the lodge 
meant to her.

Thunderhawk had thrown aside his buf
falo robe and now sat cross-legged on a pile 
of skins with a tomtom between his knees. 
He was softly beating the drum with his 
fingers and chanting in a low voice. Be
tween him and the fire The Young Thun
derhawk was dancing. The naked baby
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boy’s face was sober and rapt as he turned 
and danced, lifting his baby feet up and 
down in the rhythm of the soft beat of the 
tomtom. At each crisis in the song, he 
chimed in which his father and tried to 
make a very fierce yell. At each little“Wah” 
from the boy, Thunderhawk and his wife 
looked at each other in happy, silent laugh
ter.

The little fellow made a few more turns 
and then staggered dizzily, to be swept up 
in his' mother’s arms and hugged. The boy 
struggled and yelled himself loose, turned 
the fallen drum upright again between his 
father’s knees and, with a beseeching look 
at the great chief, began to lift and turn.

ASA DUNHAM stood and watched 
them for a little, laughing with 

.  Thunderhawk and his wife, his 
heart warming at the scene. Then he passed 
around the group to the guest’s place oppo
site the entrance.

The Dawn, Thunderhawk’s young sister, 
was embroidering an intricate design of 
bead work on a man’s moccasin. After one 
shy, happy look of greeting at Asa, she 
went, demurely on with her work. The 
smooth black hair was drawn down in two 
long plaits, worked in with red worsted. A 
strip of vermilion paint was drawn down 
the parting on the small, shapely head, and 
there was a spot of vermilion on each cheek 
of the delicately acquiline face of the young 
girl.

Thunderhawk’s wife turned to The Dawn, 
saying, with mock severity, “Must our 
brother go hungry when even the dogs are 
fat?”

Through the clear bronze of The Dawn’s 
cheeks, Asa could see the red blood flooding 
as she turned to put away the moccasins. 
The Dawn laughed, a sweet, silvery sound, 
as she replied to her sister-in-law. “Since 
when has Thunderhawk’s wife ceased caring 
for Thunderhawk’s guest?”

Thunderhawk smiled in a knowing way 
and Asa knew the two women had arranged 
that. The Dawn was to look after his 
wants.

The Dawn brought a wooden bowl of 
buffalo tongue and a handful of dried 
plums. For a fleeting instant she raised dark

eyes to his face, breathing softly, “You are 
welcome.”

The white girl in a rickety wagon was 
very far away.

ASA lay awake a long time that night, 
with his fingers locked under his 

. head, dreaming dreams and seeing 
visions. The fire spluttered down to a bed 
of coals in the silent tepee and a little chill 
crept in. He pulled the buffalo robe up un
der his chin and watched a star creep slowly 
across the opening at the top of the tepee. 
The buffalo robe smelled pleasantly of 
smoke. He wondered at the stupendous si
lence of the stars. Worlds on worlds wheel
ing through space and never a sound.

To the right The Dawn was sleeping and 
Asa became acutely conscious of her. He 
had come for her. She was lovely—and his 
for the asking. Why should he not go on 
living with his Cheyenne friends, living his 
life out as he had planned? Then, with 
startling clearness, he saw a girl with warm 
brown hair and brave blue eyes under level 
brows, smiling at him from the end of a 
rickety wagon.

Asa awoke the next morning with a feel
ing of relief. Something seemed to have 
been settled for him while he slept. In the 
gray light he cuddled down under the buf
falo robes and watched the women building 
up the fire and hanging the cooking kettle.

The Arrowhead stuck his cheerful face 
inside the door flap to ask Asa if he wanted 
his horse that day, “Or,” the boy asked sob
erly, “will you gather berries with the 
women today?”

Asa threw a moccasin at The Arrowhead, 
calling after him to bring in the horse. The 
Dawn was listening, smiling, and looked up 
surprised when she heard Asa ask for his 
horse.

Asa got out from under the robes, pulled 
his long buckskin shirt and leggings to rights, 
tightened his belt, made a horrible face at 
the delighted baby and went down to the 
river to wash. He sat by the Sweetwater a 
long time in the morning chill. Sat there 
dreaming until the rising sun sent a wel
come warmth to his back.

Inside the tepee they were eating. Asa 
spoke to Thunderhawk. “My heart is heavy
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thinking of my friend Santa Fe and the 
white people traveling to a far place. I t is 
right that I should help them on their way.”

Thunderhawk inclined his head in agree
ment. But the light went out of the face of 
The Dawn. Her lips quivered a little as she 
looked away. Asa could not bear the hurt 
look and spoke again.

“It is only for a little time. I shall be 
riding with you before you reach the lower 
plains.”

The little boy held up a chubby face 
smeared all over with buffalo meat and The 
Dawn was laughing as she wiped it off.

In front of the tepee, standing beside 
Thunderhawk and his wife, The Dawn 
watched the tall white man ride away west
ward.

“He will never come back,” she said, 
sadly.

Thunderhawk's face softened as he laid 
his brawny arm across the slim shoulders of 
his sister, saying, “Let The Dawn go to the 
river and look in still water. She will see 
what no man can forget.”

Thunderhawk’s wife took it up, asking, 
“Are you some nameless one to be seen for a 
moment and forgotten? Or are you The 
Dawn, sister of the great chief Thunder
hawk and fairest of all the Cheyenne maid
ens? Is our white friend a fool, think you? 
Pouf.” And the woman blew away the girl’s 
fears, “He will come back.”

But The Dawn slowly shook her head, 
watching the man away across the river 
now. Quietly, and very sadly she went back 
into the dreary and empty lodge.

C h a p t e r  III

OUT OF TH E DUST

T HE buckskin horse was restless. He 
tossed his head up and down, fight
ing the bit, trying to bolt and when 

held in he got all four feet close together 
and danced from side to side of the wheel 
tracks. The man knew something was 
wrong and became as uneasy as his horse. 
Something worried the horse but was hid
den, as yet, from his dull human senses.

Asa Dunham lifted the rifle sling over his 
head, raised the heavy hammer to see if it

was properly capped and laid the rifle across 
the saddle in front of him. He spoke to the 
horse, “What is it? What do you see that I 
can’t?” The horse snorted and tossed his 
head impatiently.

Wild things, in flight, began to drift 
across the trail, coming suddenly out of the 
north, drifting like shadows across the trail, 
and vanishing in the brush and cottonwoods 
along the Sweetwater. A band of elk passed, 
then one lone antelope came, stopped in the 
middle of the trail and watched the man 
and horse coming toward him. The ante
lope’s ears suddenly flicked and, with a 
great, frightened bound was gone. The 
scavengers came, coyotes, slinking along 
through the sage, turning fretful noses back 
over their shoulders. A great gray w'olf 
came past, silent, shadowy.

Asa turned his horse up into the bench 
to the right and then rode to the top of a 
little conical butte. Even as he gained the 
crest of the little hill a quick gust of wind 
brought a tumultuous groaning roar. The 
sun went dim and dirty red behind a wall 
of drifting dust. The dust was churning up 
from the pounding hoofs of a rolling, heav
ing sea of stampeded buffalo.

To the left, as far as Asa could see, the 
mad, frightened brutes were coming on. 
Around the steep little buttes they separa
ted, like some nightmarish flood and rolled 
together again. Under the steep cut banks 
of a wash, the leaders went down end over 
end in bellowing agony. Others piled on top 
of them and still others and yet more until 
the gully was filled level with squirming 
bodies—-to make a road for those who came 
after—and the black, heaving sea rolled on 
over the dead.

On the left the herd found a level bench 
and easy running. The trail curved around 
in that direction and Asa felt a sickening 
fear as he realized the wagon train with old 
Santa Fe—and that girl—were probably 
not beyond the track of the stampeded buf
falo.

The trained buffalo horse felt the shud
der running through the hills and heard the 
dull roar. He stamped impatiently, tossing 
his head. Asa slid off and tightened the 
cinch, made certain that all was secure 
about die saddle, and then the long rawhide
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quirt swished down the horse’s flank and 
Asa Dunham was riding across the front of 
that appalling avalanche — riding for old 
Santa Fe—and for a girl that had waved to 
him—waved and called out, “Goodby, Mr. 
Wildman.”

THE trail curved around to the north 
for a few miles. The buffalo were 
coming on the level bench in the 

bend, the farther edge of the great herd 
out of sight in the roiling clouds of dust. 
The wagon trail dipped down into the river 
bottom and Santa Fe might not see, or hear, 
in time. If Santa Fe were with them he 
would know what to do, but if he was rid
ing far out ahead of the train, the inexperi
enced emigrants would have no chance at 
all. If the buffalo hit the wagons when they 
were spread out along the trail there would 
be nothing left but wheels and boards—and 
dead bodies. Asa had a sudden vision that 
made him sick with horror — a vision of 
warm brown hair going down under fren
zied, chopping hoofs.

Around the bend of the trail he could 
not hope to be in time. Across the bench 
land, across the front of the charging herd, 
there was a chance.

The horse was flattened out, running to 
the limit of his power. Flecks of white foam 
began to drift back onto the smoothly work
ing buckskin shoulders. With head turned 
on shoulders, anxious eyed, Asa watched the 
long, black line of crowding brutes rolling 
toward him in their insane fury of escape.

Dry little stream beds with straight cut 
banks came out ahead and flashed under 
him. A prairie dog town, with holes every
where—all holes, a world of nothing but 
holes beneath the running horse.

A loose, rolling stone under foot and the 
splendid stride of the horse faltered for an 
instant. The horse limped, then picked up 
the long reaching stride.

Then the end of all things seemed at 
hand as the horse rose in a great leap 
across a deep gulley, missed with both hind 
feet, gave one heart breaking surge upward 
and caught the rim with one toe, dragged 
up the other and settled again into the long, 
mile-eating stride.

And then, from a low ridge, Asa could see

the little wagon train strung out along the 
trail down to the left—directly in the path 
of the frenzied sea of maddened beasts roll
ing down from the north.

From down in the river bottom Santa Fe 
could not see the buffalo but had already 
sensed something wrong and was galloping 
his horse back toward the wagons.

ASA lifted the heavy rifle and fired a 
shot to attract attention. He pulled 

- his horse to a plunging stop and 
jumped him back and forth, criss-cross, in 
the Indian sign for enemies in sight. Then 
he lifted and lowered his hands, as though 
they held a blanket, the sign for buffalo.

Santa Fe was standing upright now, feet 
in the saddle, as he looked over the ground, 
making up his mind. Suddenly he shot down 
into the saddle and rode for the wagons, 
waving his arms, and Asa could clearly hear 
the great voice as he yelled orders.

Asa bent forward and ran his hands down 
the wet heaving shoulders and petted his 
horse and talked to him—and with sheer 
will power he lifted the sobbing animal 
across the last mile of gray sage.

As he rode Asa watched anxiously, and 
then pleased, saying to himself, “Only old 
Santa Fe could do it.”

Santa Fe yelling orders in his great voice, 
with wildly waving arms had quickly sent 
a panic through the wagon train. Dull, trail 
weary, they were slow to catch fire, but the 
fierce gray eyes and bellowing voice of old 
Santa Fe roused them.

Now women were screaming, yelling 
shrilly, “What is it? What is it?” and others 
went pale and frightened as they yelled 
“Indians! Indians! Indians!”

Men were running and yelling, tugging 
at wheels, lashing frantically at fright
ened horses. Sitting on his horse, still, calm, 
even smiling a little, his great voice reach
ing the farthest wagon Santa Fe waved 
them down and across the shallow river.

The wagons lurched and swayed and 
pitched down into the stream. Great 
splashes of water spouted up around them. 
Then with a rush they were up the farther 
bank and old Santa Fe was there, sitting his 
horse on the point of a ridge, calmly direct
ing each wagon to its place.
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A little time of mad confusion with Santa 
Fe's great, cursing voice directing and then 
the wagons fell into their places, straight
ened out on the point of the hill in a narrow 
V formation. Each team of horses was pro
tected by the wagon ahead.

Asa reached the river a few scant yards 
ahead of the buffalo. The wind was now 
blowing the dust ahead and he knew he was 
in the river only from the water splashing 
up over him. The wild roar was deafening 
as he lashed the pony up the other bank and 
came out of the dust to find himself beside 
the wagon train. He rode in between the 
last wagons, slid off the horse with his rifle 
in his hand and started for the lead wagon. 
And as he strode along the wagons he saw 
a girl’s wide-eyed terror change to a smile 
of welcome and a hand waved to him. He 
climbed up in the lead wagon beside Santa 
Fe just as the first wave of fright-maddened 
buffalo broke around the wagons.

Like some hideous black sea, the appal
ling flood of great shaggy brutes broke on 
the point of the hill and went roaring past. 
Through a rift in the choking dust, little 
curved horns could be seen and little 
wicked, blood-shot eyes and then they were 
lost in the blinding dust. With the dust and 
the darkness came the sickening smell of 
thousands on thousands of sweating fear- 
maddened beasts.

The sun was blotted out—all the world 
was blotted out in a choking night of terror.

Once, for an instant, the surging mass . 
heaved itself up against the last wagon—the 
wagon melted and four horses, kicking and 
screaming in agony, went down and under.

Asa Dunham pulled Santa Fe’s head 
down and with lips against a hairy 
ear yelled, “Blackfeet” and pointed out be
yond the raging groaning sea of stampeded 
buffalo. Santa Fe nodded.

T HE awful rush and roar went on for 
twenty minutes — twenty minutes 
that held always the threat of a hor

rible death—twenty minutes that seemed to 
stretch into a lifetime of sickening sus
pense. Then it ceased as suddenly as if a 
door had closed.

The sudden quiet was almost as appalling 
as the awful noise.

Gradually a new voice came to the peo
ple in the wagons. Out of the drifting dust 
came the bellowing of injured buffalo and 
the splashing of animals drowning in the 
river.

A gust of wind came, the darkness light
ened and through the rifts in the dust cloud 
the shadowy figures of the Blackfeet drifted 
in.

An Indian with an arrow drawn to the 
head came out of the murk and suddenly 
disappeared as Asa shot him. A bedlam of 
screaming yells broke out, rifles spat and 
roared and there was the sudden plunk of 
arrows into wooden wagons. A little girl be
gan to scream, “Ohh, ohh, mother, mother! ” 
and the voice trailed off into choking gasps 
and then was gone—forever.

The Blackfeet drew off as soon as they 
found their intended surprise was a failure. 
They splashed back across the river through 
the dead bodies of drowned buffalo, and 
drew up on the bench beyond, out of range. 
Here the naked painted warriors on dancing 
naked ponies shook their lances and yelled 
their contemptuous derision.

Asa knelt in the forward wagon, using the 
seat for a rest and aiming carefully.

“You’ll git him! You’ll git him!” urged 
Santa Fe tensely. “They ain’t used to the 
range of that rifle of your’n.”

At the last word the rifle flashed and 
roared and an Indian on a white horse out 
in front threw up his hands, sagged slowly 
over, then suddenly crumpled and went 
down.

“Yah, yah,” yelled old Santa Fe glee
fully, “Take that home to yer women!”

The Indians circled swiftly, two of them 
threw the dead man across a horse and 
then they lashed their ponies into a run 
and disappeared among the broken hills to 
the north.

It was a strange sight they looked out 
upon—men, women and children as they be
gan climbing out of the wagons and peering 
at the landscape. Where the herd had 
passed the sagebrush was trampled flat. A 
few willows by the river had been stripped 
of leaves and bark and shone white in the 
sunlight. The great bank of dust was drift
ing rapidly down wind to the southeast. 
Under every steep bank were dead buffalo.
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Many had been held down and drowned in 
the shallow water of the river. Here and 
there a few, trampled, but not dead, were 
striving painfully to get to their feet, their 
rumbling bellows coming across the flats. A 
dozen lay dead where Santa Fe and Asa had 
shot them just below the wagons. The four 
horses that had ben hitched to the wrecked 
wagon lay out a little way, harnessed to
gether in death as in life. At the foot of the 
little slope a dead Blackfoot lay on his 
back, one outstretched arm still grasping 
the bow and arrow. The gleaming stripes 
of red and white paint across his face and 
down his naked body made him seem like 
some monstrous lizard lying there in the 
sunlight.

Wilbur came blustering forward.
“Did you see me get that Indian across 

the river?”
“You git him?” questioned Santa Fe de

risively.
“Sure he did,” grinned Asa.
Santa Fe spat. “Yah, then the Injun 

must a laughed hisself to death.”
Asa laughed, and .Ann laughed—and Wil

bur walked away with a look of dislike on 
his face. And so hatred was bom—a hatred 
that brought misery and death.

THE people of the wagon train were 
slowly coming to themselves, looking 
over the damage done, untangling 

horses and wagons and talking it over, ex
citedly.

The Reverend Howard, the leader of the 
company, came to Santa Fe, talking about 
camping. Santa Fe turned and looked off to 
the west. Far as the fierce gray eyes could 
see the sage was trampled flat and the scant 
grass plowed up and trampled out in the 
rush of the stampeded buffalo. He tipped 
his hat forward as he thoughtfully scratched 
the back of his head. He shook his head in 
doubt and turned to Asa, asking, “What 
you think, Asa?”

“ Bad business,” replied Asa. “Getting 
along in the day and we have no idea how 
far to grass.”

Mr. Howard put in, firmly, as if he 
wished to forestall an argument, “Tomor
row is the Sabbath you know, Santa Fe, 
and we do not travel on the Sabbath.”

“What,” protested Santa Fe, “Another 
one?”

Mr. Howard’s eyes twinkled, indulgently, 
but it was plain he could not be moved.

Asa began talking, “There’s really no 
good grass now until we get to Green 
River.”

“We?” suddenly asked Ann, a little 
breathlessly as she stood looking at the tall, 
dark-faced hunter. Then everybody stopped 
what they were doing and looked at Asa, 
expectantly.

The girl became conscious that the man 
had forgotten what he was going to say and 
just stood there, looking at her. She blushed 
furiously and hid her face in the sunbonnet.

“Whoopi” yelled old Santa Fe and he 
gave Asa a bone rocking slap on the back, 
“With you along we’ll git through—now I 
know we’ll git through. What’s on your 
mind, young ’un about the grass?”

“Well,” Asa answered, “Even without the 
buffalo stampede, you know there’s no good 
grass beyond here until we reach the Green. 
And the Blackfeet are outlying along the 
trail and may jump us any time. We’ve 
got to stop for a couple of days and refit 
anyway so we’d better go back to just this 
side of Thunderhawk’s village. There’s good 
grass there. The stock will get fed up a little 
and the hostile Blackfeet won’t bother us 
there.”

“Besides,” Asa went on, “Thunderhawk 
is going out with a war party, and he will 
drive the Blackfeet out of the country.”

“When’s he aiming to go?” asked Santa 
Fe.

“Said he was going today. But you know 
how they are. May go today, or tomorrow, 
or may get over the notion entirely.”

Santa Fe shook his head in approval, say
ing, “That’s the best move.” Then his great 
voice bellowed out to the people, “Come on 
now. Git started. Git them teams strung 
out and git moving.”

The wagon that had collapsed, with its 
contents, had been gathered up and distrib
uted among the others. The bloody, matted 
harness was stripped from the dead horses.

With a lot of shouting, of snapping of 
whips and creaking wheels, the wagons were 
started back down the trail. It was down 
hill and the horses remembered the good
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grass of the night before. They went on al
most briskly.

W ILBUR’S sideburns were bris
tling and his pale blue eyes more 
prominent than ever as he 

grumbled angrily to Mr. Howard about go
ing back. He did not really object to the 
move—he objected to not having been con
sulted—and he disliked Asa Dunham. Mr. 
Howard was talking to him, soothingly, but 
firmly, that Santa Fe and Asa knew best.

“Oh, him,” grumbled Wilbur. “I ’d like to 
know if I ’ve got to feed him, too?”

Asa heard this and turned on him. The 
ignorance, lack of hospitality and ill will 
displayed by the remark astounded Asa.

The blazing wrath in the dark eyes dis
mayed Ann and she reached out and 
touched Asa’s arm. Asa looked down at the 
little, toil-roughened hand, then followed 
the arm up to the fine sw'eet. face that be- 
seeched him to forbear. He grinned, wryly, 
misunderstanding what the girl was asking.

“Don’t worry” he told her. “He’s safe 
enough.”

The girl saw she had been misunderstood 
—that Asa thought she was pleading with 
him not to attack Wilbur—when what she 
wanted to express was her sorrow at Wil
bur’s churlishness. But she was too proud 
to explain.

The little scene between Asa and Ann 
added fuel to Wilbur’s dislike for the tall, 
bronzed plainsman. Wilbur and Ann rode 
on after the wagon train.

Mr. Howard came up with a shovel, say
ing, “Weil bury that poor Indian.”

“Who? Me?” ejaculated Santa Fe, “Me 
frame up a grave for a thieving Blackfeet. 
Have some sense, padre.”

Mr. Howard smiled, tolerantly, “Ah yes, 
Santa Fe probably he was as you say, a 
thieving Blackfeet. But now he’s just one of 
God’s children gone home. We shall bury 
him' decently as we hope some day it will 
be done for us.”

“All right, go on and bury him,” and old 
Santa Fe spat with disgust, “ But I ain't 
pulling off no funeral for no Blackfeet. Not 
me, padre.”

Asa broke in, “I think he’s right, Santa 
Fe. “Mr. Howard can go on after the wagon

and we will look after it,” and he gave his 
old friend a significant look.

Mr. Howard put his hand on Asa’s shoul
der, saying, “Thank you, Asa.”

Asa and Santa Fe stood with bowed heads 
as the earnest voice of the preacher rose in 
that desolate landscape, pleading with his 
God for forgiveness and for life eternal for 
the half-naked savage lying sprawled out 
there in the sunlight like a monstrous lizard.

After Mr. Howard had gone, Asa ex
plained his plan and Santa Fe, snickering, 
set to work.

Their job done, they loped down the trail 
after the train, Santa Fe chuckling to him
self. He rode alongside one of the wagons 
w'here Ann was now riding, saying, “We got 
square with yer Blackfeet after all.”

“How was that?”
“We buried him the wrong way. Accord

ing to their notions he ain’t never going to 
see no happy hunting grounds, buried that- 
away,” and the old sinner slapped his buck
skin thigh and guffawed.

“Why Santa Fe,” Ann protested, severe
ly, “You old heathen. You’re no better than 
they are.”

“Sure I be,” retorted Santa Fe, not a 
ripple on his serene conscience. “I buried 
him, didn’t I? ” and he kicked his horse to 
catch up with Asa,

Before sunset the wagons were in a circle 
a half-mile up the river above the Cheyenne 
village.

C h a p t e r  IV

WARRIOR

T HE wagon tops, a dirty brown in the 
sun, turned gray as the sunlight 
went out. Beyond the wagons the 

sea of gray sage stretched away, up dim 
valleys between fantastic buttes, all grow
ing dim and mysterious in the fading light.

The towering heights of the Wind River 
Range seemed to draw their black, pine-clad 
skirts close around them in preparation for 
the coming night. High up, far off, the sun 
still gleamed on the glistening peaks of 
eternal snow. The peaks turned to deep 
rose as they were caressed by the last 
fingers of the sun—and slowly faded to
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purple. A little later they were only dream 
mountains.

Fires were twinkling among the Indian 
tepees and the smell of cooking meat 
drifted down the wind. Some of the tepees, 
with fires inside, looked like dim, gigantic 
lanterns. From the Indians’ pony herd, off 
to the right, came a clear, sweet boy’s voice 
singing the herder’s song.

Asa found that he and Santa Fe were to 
eat with the Howards. The cooking fire 
was close beside the wagon, the flame send
ing flickering shadows over the dingy canvas 
top and out away from the wheels. The 
air was full of the acrid smell of burning 
sage. Ann Howard was busy with a dutch 
oven, carefully lifting off the coal-covered 
top to look inside.

The Reverend Howard sniffed delight
edly, “Smells good Ann. Flour biscuits will 
be a real treat.”

Asa dropped, cross-legged, to the ground, 
a little behind and to one side of Santa Fe. 
He placed himself a little out of the circle 
of firelight, where he could watch Ann.

Mrs. Howard climbed awkwardly down 
out of the wagon, some tin dishes in her 
hands. She was complaining, as usual.

She was a tall, thin woman, with strag
gling unkept hair. A face that had once 
been peevishly pretty was now merely peev
ish.

She spoke sharply to the girl, “Don’t you 
let them biscuits burn, Ann. I don’t see 
why you’re so set on having ’em tonight 
anyway.”

Ann’s face was flushed by the fire, but 
now it turned a deep red.

Asa was dejected at what began to seem 
to him the clear intent of the girl to ignore 
him. She had been so friendly the first 
time he saw her, and again after the stam
pede. He hoped she would continue to be 
so. He began to tell himself he was a silly 
fool to be here with the wagons. He might 
have felt better about it if he could have 
heard Ann pleading with her mother for 
the very last of the white flour for a few 
biscuits for supper. And especially if it 
could have been given to his masculine stu
pidity to have understood that this little 
batch of biscuits was the only thing in the 
world with which the girl could make a

holiday for the tall stranger who had come 
to her home.

Mrs. Howard, having eaten, felt comfort
able enough to complain some more, “ I  
don’t know what you’ll think of us Mr. 
Dunham,” she said. “Living like Indians 
this way. But then,” she put in, indul
gently, “Perhaps you ain’t never seen 
nothing better.”

Santa Fe snorted, “Yah, him—why—” 
but shut up as Asa dug an elbow into his 
ribs.

Mrs. Howard to her daughter, “Ann, 
ain’t that coffee ready?”

Turning to Asa she complained, “ ’Tain’t 
real coffee, but we call it coffee.”

Suddenly Santa Fe slapped his greasy 
buckskin leg and whooped, “Yah, I forgot. 
Here 1 been saving some real coffee agin 
a time when it would be needed. Lord, now 
we’ve run into Asa is sure the time for a 
spree.”

He got briskly to his moccasined feet, 
saying, “Ann, put that chickory stuff away 
for tomorrow and give me the kettle.”

He went over to his saddle, untied the 
parjieche and brought it to the fire. After 
rummaging around he brought out a little 
buckskin bag, and with an air of impor
tance began making coffee.

“Bring them cups, Ann,” directed Santa 
Fe. He carefully filled the cups with the 
strong, black coffee and Ann handed them 
around. Santa Fe himself passed a cup to 
Mrs. Howard, remarking, “There ye are, 
old gal, that’ll put hair on your chest.”

“W hat!” gasped Mrs. Howard, bridling 
up and spilling half the coffee in her lap. 
“Well! I never!”

Asa choked and looked at Ann and found 
that she was crimson faced, biting her lips 
and then her eyes met his, and they both 
broke into peals of laughter.

“Hum,” said Santa Fe, rubbing his great 
beak of a nose with a smudged thumb. 
“Mebbeso that ain’t no way to talk to a 
lady.” But Mr. Howard was laughing too, 
and old Sante Fe snickered and seemed a 
little proud of himself.

Wilbur came lounging up to the fire and 
seated himself, with the air of a proprietor, 
beside Ann.

Asa watched them, jealously. He saw
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that Ann stared into the fire, abstractedly, 
answering Wilbur’s talk with an indifferent, 
“Yes,” or “No.” Her eyes looked black 
in the firelight, Asa was thinking, black 
and velvety—but I know they are blue, the 
deep, deep blue of the wild larkspur.

Other men came drifting over to the fire, 
attracted by the presence of Santa Fe and 
Asa—bearded men in ragged clothes and 
with a generally dejected and hopeless air. 
They talked in short sentences of a happier 
past. If they talked of the present it was 
of troubles. From their talk Asa gathered 
most of their history. How they had left 
Ohio for Iowa, and then decided to push 
on to Oregon with little or no idea of the 
distance and hardships. They had evi
dently expected the country beyond the 
Missouri River to be like that between 
Ohio and Iowa.

They had left Independence in the spring 
with a big train of immigrants and had met 
with bad luck at every turn. They had 
lost stock in the rivers, on the road, and by 
Indians. Their food had given out. They 
had gone through a siege of the cholera. 
The main part of the train could not wait 
and had gone on ahead. Now, with winter 
at hand, they were in what seemed to them 
the most desolate place on earth, stock worn 
out, wagons falling to pieces, short of food, 
some sick. On top of this, the hostile 
Blackfeet, cruel and relentless as the com
ing winter, were hovering about the trail 
and would dog their footsteps until they 
died.

Whatever little of courage and hope they 
had they very evidently drew from the tri
umphant faith of their preacher leader.

It was something of a shock to Asa to 
realize their hopeless feeling. He lived in 
the mountains and on the plains. It was 
his chosen home, and a dearly loved one. 
There were wood for fires, water and grass 
for his horses, buffalo, elk and deer for 
food and clothes. And as for the Black- 
feet, he was more dangerous to them than 
they to him. But he could easily under
stand that to these farmer, house-dwelling, 
community-loving people, all this was the 
abomination of desolation.

One of the emigrants was speaking, de
jectedly. “The Benson baby can’t live

much longer. Dying tonight I guess. I t ’s 
hard.”

Asa thought of the flat-breasted woman 
and the little wailing morsel of humanity in 
her lap, staring out, hopelessly, at the sav
age landscape.

The group at the fire broke up, the emi
grants wandering off to their wagons. Wil
bur walked away whistling. Asa stepped 
up, swiftly, to help Ann up over the wheel, 
holding her hand a long time, so long that 
Ann suddenly pulled it away—then, in the 
darkness, lightly as a butterfly, she reached 
down and touched his hand, whispering, 
softly, “Goodnight Mr. Wild®an.”

Asa, rolled up in a buffalo robe beside 
Sante Fe, lay awake a long time and never 
once heard the slow rhythmic beat of the 
tomtoms from Thunderhawk’s people.

T HE next day was the Sabbath and 
the people spent the forenoon in 
divine services. The Benson baby 

died at noon.
In the afternoon they lounged about, dis

cussing what repairs they would make and 
old Santa Fe fretted at their inaction. 
“Sunday,” he grumbled, “is a terrible long 
day.”

A group of the Cheyenne people, many 
of whose men were away with Thunder- 
hawk on the war party, sauntered over to 
the wagon train, blanket wrapped, appar
ently indifferent, but with dark eyes taking 
in every last detail of the immigrants and 
their equipment. Asa spoke to Ann, say
ing. “Come and see my friends.”

Ann, looking a little fearfully at the 
hawk-faced men in the lead said. “I ’m not 
sure that I like Indians.”

“But come over and see this one,” Asa 
urged, and he led Ann up to where The 
Dawn stood in a group of young women. 
“This,” he told Ann, “is The Dawn, the 
sister of the great Chief Thunderhawk.” 

“Oh,” exclaimed Ann, in generous ad
miration. “Isn’t she lovely,” and she held 
out a hand and took The Dawn’s brown 
fingers, even smaller and finer than her 
own.

The Dawn had an air of cool aloofness, 
but every last item of Ann’s hair, skin and 
clothes were stamped on her mind. Then
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she looked at Asa—and her heart sank in 
dread as she saw the look in Asa’s eyes as 
he watched the white girl.

As the Indians moved away, Wilbur 
lounged up to Asa and started talking. 
What he was saying was a long time com
ing through to Asa’s consciousness as he 
watched The Dawn walking away. “What’s 
that?” he asked, sharply.

Wilbur was leering toward the slim figure 
of The Dawn slipping along through the 
sage, as he asked again. “How about these 
squaws?”

If Wilbur had seen the fierce disgust in 
Asa’s eyes he might have halted, but he 
was watching The Dawn. He nudged Asa, 
asking. “ Be they, well, you know, virtu
ous?”

A dangerously polite voice answered Wil
bur. “These are. More so than any 
women you have ever known.”

Then the whole accumulation of Asa’s 
dislike for Wilbur flared and he said, softly, 
“And just so you’ll remember i t !” and he 
slapped Wilbur’s face, first with one hand 
and then the other, and braced himself for 
the fighting rush he expected.

Wilbur backed off, his hands on his 
cheeks, cursing. “ I ’ll fix you for that,” he 
muttered and walked off.

Santa Fe’s voice recalled Asa to himself. 
“Now ye better look out, Asa Dunham. 
He'll do ye dirt someday when ye ain’t 
looking.”

Monday the immigrants were busy refit
ting. The men were working over the 
wagons, shoeing horses, doctoring collar 
galls and the women were washing, mend
ing, and counting their scant store of food.

IT WAS decided that two more wagons 
could go no farther and there was a 
rather heated discussion as to what 

should be abandoned to keep the remaining 
ones from being overloaded.

“Wagons is fool things,” Santa Fe com
mented. “Pack animals is better.” 

Suddenly a shrill yell from a hill to the 
south startled the people. Men, women and 
children dropped their affairs and straight
ened up to look and listen. The yell was 
repeated, a high joyous note and then came 
the throbbing exultation of the scalp yell.

The Cheyenne village became clamorous 
with glee, men and women shouting, calling 
to each other excitedly. Children were 
scuttling about, getting in everybody’s way 
and the dogs added their shrill howlings.

Asa sprang up on the hub of a wagon, the 
better to see and hear and stood there hold
ing on to the wheel rim with one hand. Ann 
came over and stood there, lifting anxious 
eyes and asking. “What is going on? Are 
we in any danger?”

Asa looked down at her, laughing. “Not 
at all. I t ’s the return of Thunderhawk and 
the war party.”

As one of the Indians on the hill began 
shouting in a deep voice, Ann started to 
speak again. Asa motioned to her to be 
quiet as he listened to what the Indian was 
saying.

Santa Fe came over, asking. “How many 
scalps they got, Asa?”

The Indian on the hill w'ent on shouting, 
shaking his lance above his head. The pol
ished lance head flickered in the sunlight.

“Could ye hear?” asked Santa F6.
“Yes. I t ’s The Arrowhead,” and Asa 

stepped down from the wheel.
“They took three Blackfeet scalps and 

ran off some horses, and The Arrowhead 
took one of the scalps. Pretty good for the 
boy on his first war trail.”

“I alius said he was a bright lad,” com
mented Santa Fe.

The lone horseman on the hill had now 
been joined by the rest of the war party. 
They sat quietly on their horses for a min
ute, then moved back over the hill out of 
sight.

“Why don’t they come in?” asked Ann.
“They have to wash up, and dress up 

and repaint,” explained Asa. “And go 
through the ceremony of purification after 
battle. It will be evening before they come 
in. Wouldn’t you like to go over when they 
come? It will be a sight you will never 
forget-—the return of a successful war 
party.”

“ I ’d like to,” Ann replied. Then she 
laughed a little. “Only I wish they 
wouldn’t yell so.”

Asa smiled. “You will certainly hear 
some yelling tonight.”

A group of women and some of the older
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children began streaming out from the te
pees toward the hill, carrying clothing, robes 
and paints. They came back after a little 
bringing the things the warriors did not 
want to be bothered with when they made 
their triumphant entry.

W HILE waiting for the war 
party, Asa borrowed a rasp and 
went to work on one of his 

horse’s hoofs. Standing with one hind foot 
up between his knees he had dropped the 
rasp on the ground while, with his knife, he 
was trimming out a small crack. Wilbur 
came walking past and, with an air he con
sidered inadvertent, kicked the rasp out of 
reach. The act was so childish, so obvi
ously intended to be insulting that the 
watching Santa Fe feared swift and de
vastating action from Asa and he stepped 
hurriedly into ihe matter.

“Hey, you, Mister Wilbur!’’ Santa Fe’s 
idea of opening an insulting talk was to 
begin with “Mister.”

“Hey, you, Mister Wilbur,” and he 
tapped Wilbur’s chest with a gnarled finger. 
“You ain’t back in Ohio where ye can git a 
constable to fight yer wars. I ’ve seen men 
killed fur lessen what you jest done.”

“Guess I can take care of myself,” blus
tered Wilbur, then, as this seemed to con
cede he had done something, he assumed an 
air of surprise and asked. “What you talk
ing about?”

Santa Fe looked at him with disgust, then 
spat, and turned back to Asa. “Curious,” 
he said. “Curious how some folks jest can’t 
learn nothing.”

Asa had dropped the hoof and straight
ened up with something very close to mur
der in his eyes when Wilbur kicked the rasp 
away. But by the time Santa Fe turned 
to him he was grinning.

“Oh, Wilbur’ll learn,” he spoke indul
gently as one speaks of a peevish child. The 
tone did not help Wilbur's state of mind in 
the least. The next time they noticed him, 
he had a big, double-barreled horseman's 
pistol in his belt.

DURING the afternoon the Indian 
women had been busy carrying 
back loads of wood from the cot

tonwood grove up to the village and build

ing stacks ready for firing. The mother of 
The Arrowhead had been especially busy, 
her bent old back fairly breaking under the 
load of wood she brought up and placed in 
a pile beside the lodge of Plenty Coups.

She was very cheerful about the work. 
The keen eyes in the wrinkled old face were 
alert with joy. Frequently she stopped for 
a minute to call to some old crony, “A 
scalp for my Arrowhead. I always told 
you he was the best of them all.”

After the wood there was much cooking 
to be done. Boiled buffalo tongue and 
hump, great chunks of roasted ribs, and 
a supply of dried plums and service berries. 
Plenty Coups would keep open house that 
night. He was even a bit querulous in his 
anxiety that the preparations should be 
ample. Sitting cross legged beside the en
trance to the tepee, wrapped in his blanket 
and a soothing cloud of smoke from his 
pipe he suggested this and that until the 
old woman became exasperated. Pushing 
back the straggling wisps of white hair 
from her face she burst out at him.

“Go away, old fool. Am I a giggling 
girl that I do not know what is proper 
when my son returns from his first war 
path?”

Plenty Coups grinned in a placating way, 
stood up and stretched and took a turn 
around the village to sun his old heart in 
the plaudits and congratulations of his 
friends.

The long northern twilight was slipping 
into night and the women began lighting 
the fires. The flames shot upward with 
showers of sparks, children shrilled their de
light and the yapping clamor of the dogs 
broke out. The fires lit up the brown te
pees and brought out the grouped figures 
of the warriors, dressed now in all their 
barbaric finery. Hurrying women cast long, 
grotesque shadows as they put the finishing 
touches on their preparations. Someone be
gan rubbing a tomtom and starting up a 
wild chant to accompany the rhythmic beat 
of the drum.

At the Howard wagon supper was hur
riedly finished. Asa was helping Ann wash 
the few dishes. Mrs. Howard complained,
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‘•I wish they’d stop that heathenish noise.”
More tomtoms joined in, and a steady 

undertone of rattles and more voices took 
up the chant. The rhythmic song of triumph 
stirred the hearts of the most dumb of the 
emigrants and they gathered in a little knot 
outside the circle of wagons. Their interest 
was tinged with some uneasiness. Primeval 
chords were thrumming in their breasts, 
sights and sounds of barbarous old racial 
meaning gripped them and, in staring won
der, they forgot their own forlorn condition 
as the savage pageant unrolled before their 
tired eyes.

A long yell from the hill to the west and 
Asa threw the last of the dishes in the box.

“Come on. Hurry,” he said to Ann. 
“They’re coming. We’ll go over to Thunder- 
hawk’s lodge.”

“Ann, Ann,” Mrs. Howard called, “where 
you going?”

“Just over here a minute,” Ann called
back.

“ I don't want you to go over among them 
heathen,” her mother shrilled after her.

ANN apparently did not hear. She 
would not have heard if her mother 
had yelled in her ear for just then 

she tripped over a sage bush and stumbled 
a little. Asa caught her with arm around 
her shoulder and their hearts were racing in 
wild excitement. For an instant she crept 
closer within the protecting arm of the tall 
man beside her. Then, with a little, breath
less voice, she protested, “You mustn’t,” 
and drew away.

Her eyes were sparkling with excitement 
as she laughed “I t ’s like a fair, isn’t it?” 

“Only more so,” and Asa laughed hap- 
pfly.

As they came into the circle of tepees the 
flaring flames, roaring tomtoms and whirl
ing figures of painted warriors startled Ann. 
She drew close to Asa and slipped her arm 
through his., Asa was acutely conscious of 
the woman beside him and he almost held 
his breath in fear of startling her into re
moving the warm round arm that lay so 
lightly in his.

Ann shivered a little, “Oh, what’s that,” 
she gasped, as there went up a great roar of

yells from the village.
“They’re coming now!” Asa shouted to 

her. “Let’s stand down by Thunderhawk’s 
lodge. We can see everything from there.”

The village was suddenly quiet—an ach
ing, expectant hush, as when one waits 
breathless for a great wind to blow again. 
The dear tinkle of sleigh bells came to 
them.

“Listen!” whispered Ann, “Sleigh bellsl 
How strange they sound here.”

“That’s Thunderhawk,” Asa told her.
The little bells were drowned out as the 

returning warriors began to chant. The peo
ple of the village took it up and the tom
toms and rattles moaned and chattered in 
ever-increasing volume.

Some of the warriors, stripped naked to 
breech doth and moccasins, hideous with 
paint, fell into the plunging steps and hor
rid yells of a dance of triumph. In and out 
and around a great blazing central fire they 
plunged and shook and scalped their ene
mies.

A yell went up from the people at the 
farther end of the village. Out of the encir
cling night Thunderhawk rode in among 
his people. Naked from the waist up, the 
painted blazonry of war stood out on the 
heaving broad chest as his deep voice took 
up the wild chant. The firelight flickered 
on the copper arm bands and cast strange 
shadows through the stately war bonnet of 
eagle feathers that swept grandly down to 
the ground. The black and white of the 
dancing horse seemed put on with paint. 
The glistening white of the pony’s eyes gave 
him a wild, half-mad look. The sleigh bells 
around the stallion’s neck shook and jan
gled. The stern, aquiline face of Thunder
hawk was alight with pride and triumph.

Warrior after warrior on dancing ponies 
followed the chief as he circled around be
fore the tepees, chanting and yelling and 
shaking their lances and guns. Men yelled 
and waved their welcome. Through it all 
ran the deep roar of the tomtoms. Women 
and children ran alongside, calling and 
laughing, the children jumping up to touch 
some favorite hero.

The shrill voice of the mother of The 
Arrowhead cut through the noise. “Here
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comes the Arrowhead! The Arrowhead 
with a scalp. Look!” She screamed in 
joy, “Look at The Arrowhead!” and then 
her voice suddenly went out in a low wail.

ANN felt Asa stiffen and saw his face 
grow stern and sad as he stared in- 

- tently at the last of the oncoming 
warriors. She sensed something gone 
wrong, some dreadful thing happening 
somewhere.

“What is it? What has happened?”
“T don’t know yet,” he muttered. “Wait 

until The Arrowhead comes.”
The warriors came on, the wild yells and 

the raging roar of the drums was the same 
as before but to Ann there was a chill in the 
air—a feeling of impending doom. Thun- 
derhawk’s pony pranced past them, after 
him warrior after warrior, and then, toward 
the end, The Arrowhead.

The Arrowhead was sitting slim and 
straight on his bareback horse. A scalp 
dangled from the glistening head of his 
lance, but the lance was held listlessly, as 
though it was of no importance now. His 
head was held high, the face rapt, transfig
ured. as though some great love had come to 
him at last. Without looking to right or 
left the sad-eyed lad swept past them. A 
sudden shift of his pony displaced the 
blanket over his back and Ann gasped and 
bid her face against Asa’s shoulder. “Oh!” 
she sobbed, “Oh, Oh.”

The whole left side of The Arrowhead’s 
back had been blown out.

Asa’s fingers clutched her shaking shoul
der until she shrank with pain. His other 
hand was raised high with clenched fist as 
he cursed the Blackfeet.

“Let’s go back,” sobbed Ann. “Please, 
let’s g-get away from here.”

They slipped out from the circle of tepees 
into the night and scraped along through 
the sage back to the twinkling fires at the 
wagons. Asa tried to comfort the girl but 
the shock had been too sudden and too 
great. She was crying as they went along. 
After a little she said.

“And that fine old woman, his mother. 
Oh, it’s awful.”

“Well,” Asa spoke sadly, “ It comes to 
all of them sooner or later. And The Arrow

head’s mother has had her great day. She 
has seen her son proclaimed as a warrior. 
The greatest day that can come to an In
dian mother.”

“But it’s not worth it,” moaned Ann. 
“All the glory in the world can’t pay that 
poor old woman.”

Ann stopped a minute to dry her eyes, 
then choked up again; Asa standing by and 
feeling very helpless—and so very anxious 
to help. A minute later they were inside 
the wagon circle, Ann going straight to the 
Howard’s wagon, and climbing up with a 
brief, “Goodnight.”

Wilbur was standing by the fire, legs 
apart, warming his back. “Quite a jambo
ree over there,” he said to Asa, and then 
sneered, “Your friends having quite a show, 
ain't they?”

“Shut your damn mouth,” Asa told him 
and started back to the Indian village.

All that night in Plenty Coups tepee, 
blanket wrapped and brooding, Asa sat with 
the forlorn old father and mother beside the 
dead body of The Arrowhead.

C h a p t e r  V 

s i g n a l s !

SO THEY wrapped the dead Arrow
head in deerskins and sewed him up 
in a buffalo hide and buried him— 

buried him high on a scaffold on a hilltop. 
And the dead boy’s mother brought food 
and water and built a fire to light the pas
sage of her son’s soul. Four days and 
nights she watched and tended the fire while 
her son made the long journey to those high, 
sunlit plains where the warriors forever 
hunt their buffalo.

Ann, in the twilight, looking up at the 
scaffold that lay against the sky like a 
gallows touched Asa’s arm, whispering, 
awed, “Look, it is as if they had placed him 
on the altar before the Most High God.” 

And Asa, whispering, told her, “They 
have.”

After the burial of the Benson baby, the 
grave filled with sacks to keep the wolves 
from digging it. up, the teams were hitched, 
and the wagon train again started westward 
on the long journey.
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Asa was leaning against a wagon wheel 
talking to Santa Fe and Mr. Howard, “You 
better travel until late,” he advised them, 
“then get supper and go on some more, 
f’ve got to show up at Plenty Coup’s feast 
for the dead. He’ll be hurt if I don’t—and 
besides, I want to. I ’ll catch up with you 
sometime in the night.”

Before Asa could leave the Cheyenne vil
lage, a fine, chill rain had started started 
so imperceptibly one could not say when it 
began, but it slowly strengthened to a cold, 
cheerless downfall. The wet buffalo hides 
of the tepees became translucent and fan
tastic shadows marched across them as peo
ple stepped around the fires inside. Asa’s 
buckskin garments glistened wet in the fire
light as he paused for a moment at the en
trance to various tepees to say farewell to 
some of his more intimate friends.

Outside the lodge of Thunderhawk, The 
Dawn was holding Asa’s horse in the rain. 
“You will come back?” she asked.

There was a dull ache in her low' voice 
that hurt him, and so he spoke lightly, say
ing. “Of course, The Cheyenne are my 
people. I shall see them again.”

He slipped up onto his restless horse, 
waved to the Indians in the wet gloom, 
stuck his face into the cold drizzle and rode 
away westward.

On the last rise he stopped a minute to 
look back. Through the rainy darkness he 
saw a spark of fire glimmer on the hill 
where The Arrowhead rested. He thought 
of the lone old woman, kneeling there in the 
darkness and the storm, tending the fire 
that would light her dead son on his long 
journey. He turned his face westward 
then, westward toward a girl with clear blue 
eyes and warm brown hair.

And The Dawn came in out of the wet 
night, a crumpled hopeless figure, to stifle 
sobs in the robes of her sleeping place.

While Asa had been absent in the 
Cheyenne 'village Wilbur had been busy. 
Busy all day riding up and down the train. 
Busy organizing, browbeating, bullying. 
They all owed him money, and would owe 
a lot more before they saw their women and 
children housed in far away Oregon.

By the time they halted for a hurried 
supper, Wilbur had what he wanted and

took it with a satisfied air to Mr. Howard.
“I t ’s been put to a regular vote,” Wilbur 

told the sad-faced preacher. “Like we 
agreed to do, and signed our word when we 
first started. Well, the people have voted 
that Asa Dunham has got to leave our com
pany 1”

THE preacher was astonished, and 
then very angry. He went person
ally to each man in the train, but 

Wilbur had foreseen that and made his ar
rangements. It was a very saddened Mr. 
Howard that accepted their decision.

One of the men, with a vindictive grin, 
said, “Let Wilbur tell Asa.”

Wilbur broke out hurriedly. “ ’Tain’t my 
business. Let the preacher do it. He’s the 
captain.”

Sick at heart, Mr, Howard nodded, “Yes. 
it’s best that I tell him—if it must be.” 

Asa came in late in the night. The only 
fire left was a bed of coals to keep warm 
some meat and tea for him. His buckskin 
pony had evidently been ridden hard and 
far. There were lines in Asa’s grim face, 
lines of worry and fatigue, but he only 
shrugged at Santa Fe’s questioning look. 
Mr. Howard brought his supper and they 
sat by themselves on a wagon tongue.

“What worries you, padre?” Asa asked 
between bites. Mr. Howard said nothing 
until he had finished eating. Then he told 
him.

Asa’s first sensation was merely astonish
ment but this quickly gave way to angry 
resentment.

“Sure I ’ll go,” he told the minister. 
'“And go now.”

“ But Asa,” pleaded Mr. Howard, “Stay 
until morning. I simply can’t bear to have 
you go away like this.” He looked plead
ingly into Asa’s blazing eyes. “Asa, I wish 
you would believe I am heart sick at this. 
All my life I shall be grateful for what you 
have done for us—and are willing to do.” 

The fine old face was working strangely, 
on the verge of tears, as he asked, “Where 
will you go?”

“Back to the Cheyenne.” Asa told him, 
bitterly. “They may be savages, but there 
ain’t a liar among them.”

Out of the corner of his eye Asa could
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sec someone was telling Santa F£. The old 
plainsman began cursing.

Asa turned to face the people, contempt 
in his face. They stood in groups by the 
wagons, looking on, sad and shamefaced, 
unwilling to meet his eyes. His glance fell 
on Wilbur and a smug smile suddenly left 
Wilbur’s face. Asa’s rifle slipped up in the 
crook of his arm, the muzzle covering Wil
bur.

‘‘Take his pistol, Santa Fe,” he ordered. 
"Keep it till I get out of range. I don’t 
want to be shot in the back.”

"I knowed it, and I told ye,” Santa F£ 
stopped his cursing to say, “ I told ye he’d 
do ye dirt.” He stepped over and pulled 
the pistol out of Wilbur’s belt.

Asa fingered the hammer of his rifle and 
Wilbur turned pale.

“Yah,” Sante Fe broke in, “I ’ll git our 
ponies and we’ll drift.”

“You! Sante Fe?” protested Mr. How
ard.

Ann impulsively said, “Oh! Santa F£!”
Wilbur had concluded he was in no im

mediate danger and he muttered, “Let him 
go if he wants to.”

Mrs. Howard stood, her hands drawn up 
on her hips, facing Wilbur. “Wilbur,” she 
said vindictively, “Wilbur, if ye open yer 
mouth again tonight I ’ll smack it.”

Someone laughed. Another cheered and 
said, “Good for you, Maw Howard.”

A slow, wry grin came to Asa’s face. He 
stood and looked a long time at the people, 
then his eyes softened and yearned over 
Ann sitting on a box, her head held down.

Santa F6 came with the saddled horses. 
Asa began talking to him in a low voice the 
others could not overhear. Santa Fe shook 
his head, and kept on shaking it. Asa 
talked on, pleading, urging, insisting. 
Santa Fe’s head shook less obdurately. At 
last he began to nod in agreement. Then 
Santa Fe talked awhile in a whisper, Asa 
listening and nodding. At last they shook 
hands.

“I'll stay,” Santa Fe briefly told the peo
ple- They came crowding around him with 
pleasant words of thanks. Some of the 
men shook hands with Asa but most of 
them were ashamed and stayed away.

ASA looked at them with contempt, 
then turned and stepped across the 

. wagon tongue to his horse. He 
stood there in the flickering firelight, brood
ing, then straightened with an air of deci
sion, and came back. He walked over to 
Ann and before them all laid his hand on 
her shoulder.

“Ann,” he asked, “will you go with me?” 
She was crying, crying bitterly and 

wringing her fingers together.
“I can’t, Asa, I can’t. You know l

can't.”
They caught a glimpse of Asa’s bleak 

and bitter face as he passed outside the 
wagons, mounted his horse and turned east
ward into the night.

Ann stumbled hurriedly up into the wag
on. She sat there several minutes with 
wildly beating heart, whispering over and 
over, “I can’t do it. I can’t do it.” A min
ute later she was down the outside of the 
wagon, and running blindly along the trail 
to the east. She began calling, calling in 
a straining, breathless voice, “Wait, Asa. 
Wrait for me. I ’ll go, I ’ll go, Asa I Asa, 
Asa please wait!” Only the hollow echo 
of her own voice came out of the lonely, 
empty land.

Over a knot of sage in the trail she stum
bled to her knees and began praying, “Oh 
God, bring him to me. Please God, bring 
him back.”

At length she laid down in the trail, cry- 
inf;. W’hen at last she sat up, pushing the 
tumbled brown hair away from her face, 
she was startled by the sight of a dim figure 
seated near her, a long rifle sticking up to
ward the stars. With a rush of gratitude, 
she recognized old Santa Fe, got up list
lessly and went over and sat down beside 
him.

Clumsily the old Indian fighter pulled her 
head down on his shoulder, patted her reas
suringly, saying, “There, there, Ann. Hell 
come back.”

Ann screwed her head around to look up 
in the grizzled face and breathlessly asked, 
“Oh, Santa Fe, do you think so? Do you 
think he’ll come back?”

“Shure he will,” in a comforting voice. 
“How do you know?” she asked, believ

ing, but wanting to be reassured, and want
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ing very much to talk about Asa Dunham.
“Yah,” said Santa Fe, now in high good 

humor. “They is two reasons. One is he 
said so, and the other is if he don’t I ’ll go 
bring him with a gun.”

Ann laughed through her tears. Then 
came womanly worry, “But won’t the 
Blackfeet get him, all alone out there? 
And how will he eat?”

“Blackfeet,” scorned the old man, “You 
kin worry about what Asa’ll do to them. 
And eat,” he boasted, “Why, he’ll be git- 
ting fat.”

Ann laughed again, almost happily. After 
a while, in a dreamy voice, she said, “When 
I climbed up in the wagon it came to me, 
all of a sudden, that I would never see him 
again.”

“I seen ye slip down out the wagon, so 
I took a walk'too.”

A quick, Jealous suspicion struck her and 
she grasped old Santa F6’s arm, “He’s not 
going back to the Cheyennes, is he? He’s 
not going to that Indian girl, is he?”

“Aw now, Ann, have some sense. Of 
course, he ain’t. An’ we better be gilting 
along back now. If they find yore gone 
they’ll be having fits.”

The wagon train was in an uproar. Ann’s 
mother had missed her and a hurried search 
of the camp had not produced her. There 
were exclamations and protests when they 
entered the wagon circle. To all of which 
Santa Fe testily answered. “Can’t me and 
my gal go walking without you folks hav
ing fits?”

In the dark, Ann squeezed Santa Fe’s arm 
and then went to listen, absentmindedly, 
to a long complaining lecture from her 
mother.

T HAT night, with his horse tied to his 
wrist, Asa slept on the side of a hill 
about two miles to the north of the 

wagon train. He was bitter and resentful 
at the action of the emigrants but not in 
the least disposed to abandon Ann. It was, 
had he known it, a shock to his vanity that 
the poor emigrants should have so quickly 
discarded him at the instigation of Wilbur. 
To his love and desire for Ann was now 
added the desire to take her away from 
them. He wondered a good deal at the hold

Wilbur seemed to have over them. He 
couldn’t understand that. That was the 
sort of people these emigrants were, he 
concluded.

The persistent tugging of the horse at hi3 
wrist made him wake up before dawn.

He shot a sage hen with an arrow. Down 
in the bottom of a narrow gulch he roasted 
the bird on his ramrod over a little fire of 
dry, smokeless wood. He ate what he could 
and tied the rest on the saddle.

After sunrise, on his cautious, watchful 
way westward he turned the point of a hill 
and came face to face with a solitary old 
bull buffalo. The huge, tattered beast was 
coming down the wind and did not smell 
the man. I t stopped in its tracks and 
stared out of wicked little eyes. The dirty 
brown hair on his shoulder hung in patches. 
One horn was broken off and the other 
splintered, giving him a disreputable air, 
like some ragged old village drunkard.

Living so much with the Indians there 
was nothing incongruous to Asa in talking 
with the old bull. He sat his horse, 
slouched easily in the saddle. The little 
pointed ears of the pony were thrown 
straight forward and his muscles quivered 
with eagerness. The trained buffalo horse 
could not understand why he was not 
shoved alongside for the kill.

“Well, grandfather,” Asa talked amiably 
to the old bull, “We ought to be friends. 
We’ve both been cast out by the herd.”

The old buffalo stuck out his nose and 
wrinkled it, trying to catch the scent. Then 
he began scraping the dirt with one fore
foot, throwing the dust up over his back.

“No use making war medicine, old- 
timer,” Asa told him. “We’ve both been 
outlawed and we might as well be friendly.”

The great beast glared at him out of 
blood-shot eyes, then with a sudden bellow 
of rage lowered his massive head and 
charged.

The horse did not need even the deft 
touch of Asa’s knee to spring aside and let 
the heavy mass hurtle past. Asa pulled the 
pony in and looked back, but the old bull, 
no longer seeing anything in his path 
lurched on down the gulch. Discontented 
mumblings floated back, and so passed out 
of sight.
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W ESTWARD, ever westward, the 
emigrant train plodded on. The 
stock was only half fed, jaded, 

roadweary and listless. Only a constant 
beating kept them at their work. The peo
ple had enough to cat for the present, but 
they, too, were roadweary. Sick of the end
less wastes of gray sage; sick of the far 
horizon that seemed never to draw near; 
sick even of the glittering snow peaks that 
dwarfed the distance traveled and seemed 
to look scornfully down on them each eve
ning as though they were in the same place 
as the night before. There was a feeling of 
loneliness over the absence of Asa, and a 
rapidly congealing disposition to defy Wil
bur. They never had liked him.

To their other troubles was added the 
dread of the hostile Blackfeet. Not a per
son in the train but had been brought up 
on stories of Indian horrors. Now that they 
were themselves brought face to face with 
the same possibilities, all the old tales came 
back to them. Always they watched the 
hills in momentary expectation of seeing 
them covered with a cloud of dusky war
riors. The nervous strain was telling on 
them. Men grew surly and women peevish.

There was no particular anxiety in Santa 
Fe’s searching glances, but he rode with 
head on shoulder and every once in a while 
spoke to some one to keep prodding the 
horses along.

Wilbur was in excellent spirits. He had 
got rid of Asa and now could see nothing 
between himself and Ann. Noticing that 
Ann was riding with old Santa Fe, he 
climbed up on the seat of the Howard 
wagon. He began urging Mrs. Howard for 
an early marriage. He pointed out their 
precarious situation and the advisability of 
his being in a position to take care of Ann. 
He did not hesitate to hint that, without 
Ann, he would have no compunction about 
letting them shift for themselves. Mrs. 
Howard agreed with him, perfectly.

“Why don’t you speak to Ann?” she 
asked.

“I thought perhaps you could do more,” 
he replied. “Seemed to me sometimes as if 
that Asa had kinda turned her head.”

“Oh no,” Ann’s mother assured him. 
“She ain’t that foolish. But, of course, you

can’t always tell what notions a girl will 
get in her head. Especially Ann. I  de
clare, sometimes I can’t make that girl out 
—and she my own daughter, too.”

“I ’ll speak to her, Wilbur,” and, a little 
grimly, “To her pa too.”

“Seems to me it would be in every way 
best,” Wilbur concluded. “Then I can look 
out for all of you.”

Soon after noon they saw a man, who had 
been out ahead as a scout, come running 
back toward the wagons. Santa Fc spurred 
up to meet him and they could see the man 
talking excitedly and pointing along the 
trail. The people whipped up the horses 
anew to find out what it was all about. 
Santa Fe and the man turned back west
ward and kept ahead of the wagons. 
Around the shoulder of a hill they came 
suddenly on them. A dead buffalo cow 
was lying in the trail.

The wagons creaked to a halt and men 
and women came piling out to look and 
question. An arrow was embedded to the 
feathers just behind the shoulder. Santa 
Fe examined what he could see of the arrow 
and tried to pull it out. It was too firmly 
embedded and only the feathers came away 
in his hand.

“Yah,” said the cheerful Santa Fe, “Ain’t 
that nice? But git a move on ye and cut 
it up. Save every last bit.”

“But look here,” protested one of the 
men. “It might be poisoned. Maybe they 
poisoned it and left it here for us.”

Santa Fe exhibited no anxiety.
“Never heard of any such doings,” he 

told them. “That’s all right. Ain’t no 
poison. Cut it up.”

Happening to catch Ann’s eye old Santa 
Fe winked at her, rather laboriously. Ann’s 
face flushed and she turned sparkling eyes 
away to the hills.

KNIVES came out and the men cut 
up the buffalo in a hurry, handing 
the bloody chunks up to women in 

the wagons. In a few minutes they were 
again plodding westward.

From her seat on the wagon of the Bar
ker family, Ann now watched the country 
to the north with an intentness that a t
tracted Mrs. Barker’s attention.



30 W E S T

“See any Injuns, Ann?” she asked ab
ruptly.

Ann flushed and shook her head. She 
kept her face straight ahead after that.

The Barker woman smiled and went on. 
“He’s real good. If ’twas me, I da pulled 
my freight fur good.”

Ann seemed to understand perfectly who 
r Mrs. Barker was talking about.

Mrs. Barker shook her head. “I ain’t 
no fool,” she said. “Buffalo don’t fall dead 
in the trail, jest fur luck.”

A little later forceful Mrs. Barker went 
on, “Ann, if you marry that pie-face Wilbur, 
I ain’t never going to speak to you no 
more.”

All the life went out of Ann’s face then 
and she said, listlessly, “ But I ’ve promised 
him.”

“Shucks,” said the woman, “Ain't a girl 
got a right to change her mind? Some
times I could shake you, Ann.”

Ann shook her head sadly. “A promise 
is a promise. Besides— ”

“ Besides what?” questioned the Barker 
woman.

“Oh, nothing,” said Ann. Then she 
spoke hurriedly. “If I don’t, he’ll leave. 
Then what will the people do?”

“Why, the dirty skunk!” Mrs. Barker 
burst out. “ Did he say that?”

Ann nodded but made it quite clear she 
was through talking about it. She went 
back to watching the hills to the north, 
hoping for just one glimpse of a lonely fig
ure on some far hill.

Then they heard Santa Fe and Mr. 
Howard in an argument.

“Sunday, is it?” and Santa Fe spat in 
disgust. “This outfit’s goin’ to move to
morrow if I hev to hitch up and drive 
every wagon myself.”

“ But surely, Santa Fe,” admonished the 
preacher, “You wouldn’t move on the 
Sabbath day?”

Santa Fe glared blankly as if he could 
not believe a sane man would ask such a 
question.

“Yah!” he exploded, “And I wouldn’t 
squat down in the trail and wait for a band 
of hostiles to lift my scalp jest cause it’s 
Sunday.”

“No sir, padre,” he went on, my old

scalp’s gittin’ dearer to me every day. I ’m 
going to move it along tomorrow, and I 
don’t care if it’s Christmas and Sunday 
both. And so be you,” he finished up.

Mr. Howard shook his head a little un
certainly. “If you feel it is really neces
sary, Santa Fe, we’ll move. But I fear no 
good will come of it.”

Having gained his point Santa Fe saw no 
reason for further discussion.

“Look! Look there!” some one called 
pointing to the northwest. Santa Fe 
stretched himself up in his stirrups to look. 
A thin column of smoke was rising in the 
still air. Suddenly the smoke was cut off, 
the base of the column rising as if pulled 
up from above. Then in rapid succession 
three round balls of smoke rose after the 
column. After the balls the column 
reappeared growing fainter and fainter, and 
then fading out as if the fire had been extin
guished.

Santa Fe began looking anxiously around, 
shaking his head in disapproval. He rode 
back along the wagons and urged them to 
make all the speed they could. The people 
began beating the stock and shouting at 
them. Their efforts to hurry created a 
panic feeling and they were soon in wild 
flight.

“Injuns signalling?” Mrs. Barker had 
asked as her wagon came opposite Santa 
Fe.

“I t ’s signals all right, mam,” he replied, 
and then gave Ann another laborious wink.

ANN started to ask a question but the 
old plainsman kicked up his pony 

. and rode on ahead of the train. 
The people saw him pull up and talk to 
Mr. Howard a few minutes, then lope on 
westward out of sight. It was nearly sun
set when they caught up with him. He 
was sitting his horse on a little bench 
across a brook and motioning imperiously 
for the wagons to make a circle around him 
for the night encampment.

The first wagon lurched down into the 
brook, hung a minute, and then started 
slowly up the bank. The driver was stand
ing up lashing his horses. He suddenly 
stopped, looked more closely at the brook, 
then waved his long whip and excitedly
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yelled. “Look! Look! That thar crik 
runs west!”

For a few minutes Indians were forgot
ten. and there was excited chatter and hap
py laughter over the direction the water 
ran. Up in the bench Santa Fe called down 
to them, “Yep, that’s one of the heads of 
Big Sandy, and Big Sandy runs to Green 
River.”

“Where does that go?” someone asked.
“They tell me the Green runs to the 

southern ocean. But they ain’t nobody ever 
followed it down. It runs in terrible can
yons. They say the canyons is so deep the 
sun don't never shine in them. They say, 
too, thar’s terrible falls in ’em. Bigger’n 
Niagry.”

“ I ’ve seen Niagry,” said a man with awe 
in his voice. They fell to arguing whether 
there could be any falls bigger than that. 
But they were a credulous people, in an un
known, mystic land and their imaginations 
ran riot over the mystery of the great river 
that ran through ghostly canyons to a far- 
off sea.

“Come on now,” urged Santa Fe. “Git 
yer wagons fixed and yer cooking done, 
and the fires out.”

Men were told off to the herd a little way 
down the brook, but the animals were so 
jaded they merely stood with low-hung 
heads, too tired to eat. After awhile one 
and then another moved down to the brook 
and drank, then began slowly hunting 
around for grass. Soon more of the stock 
joined the first and were all at work in a 
weary, half-hearted way.

“They’ll be some rested toward morn
ing,” Sante Fe observed, “And terrible hun
gry. They’ll be hard to hold then.”

Away across the Green River valley the 
6un hung on the horizon. It seemed loth 
to leave the world. A strange light was 
abroad. The desolate landscape took on 
ghostly, eerie hues, slate and bronze, shad
ing to purple shadows.

The sun sank lower and when Ann looked 
to the north her heart gave a great bound 
of joy. and then sank in sickening dread. 
Speechless, she raised her arm and pointed. 
On a ridge to the north, lit up by the last 
red rays of the sun, an Indian warrior rode 
out on to the point of the hill and sat his

pony there, silent, looking down at them. 

C h a p t e r  VI 

a t t a c k !

SICK with dread the people stood and 
stared up at the figure on the bill. 
It had come at last.

The Blackfoot and his horse stood out 
against the sky, immobile, staring down at 
the little wagon train. His lance was car
ried across his body, a yellow buffalo hide 
shield on his left arm and bow and quiver 
of arrows slung across his back. The red 
streamers on his lance hung straight down 
in the still air. An eagle feather slanted 
forward across his head and gave a touch 
of wild dignity to the half-naked son of the 
great plains.

All their lives the people had been famil
iar with the idea of Indian horror, but al
ways it had seemed some far off, monstrous 
tale that could never come dose to them. 
Except for old Sante Fe not one of the train 
had ever before seen a hostile Indian. The 
sight filled them with hopeless fear. They 
knew well the awful finality of Indian war
fare. There was no surrender, no honor
able captivity with hope of ultimate relief. 
It was kill or be killed. They stood with 
dread in their faces, tongues running around 
dry lips. The last, long finger of sunlight, 
like the finger of fate, touched the Black- 
foot warrior and went out.

“See,” said the oldest Barker girl to her 
little sister. Her matter of fact tones canie 
as a shock in the silence and they listened 
intently. “See,” said the girl, “That In
dian is coming down and scalp you.”

The little girl put both hands over her 
head as though to hold the scalp in place 
and began pretesting and crying.

The childish talk broke the tension. A 
man laughed in a curious way, as though 
he had been holding his breath a long time.

Mrs. Barker’s pent up emotions over
flowed and she grabbed the girl. “Talking 
thataway to little sister! Ain’t ye 
’shamed?” she scolded. “ I ’ll lick ye good 
and plenty for that.” She proceeded to do 
so.

The horse of the warrior on the hill shook
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h im s e l f  a n d  th e r e  c a m e  d o w n  t h e  f a i n t ,  
s w e e t t i n k l i n g  o f  l i t t l e  b e ll s  a s  t h e  I n d i a n ’s  
le g g in g s  s h o o k  to  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  h o rs e .  
T h e  I n d i a n  b e g a n  t a l k i n g  in  d e e p  g u t t u r a l  
to n e s  t h a t  c a m e  d o w n  to  th e m  th r o u g h  th e  
t h i n ,  c le a r  a i r .  S a n te  F e  c o c k e d  h is  h e a d  to  
l i s t e n .

“ W h a t ’s  h e  s a y i n g ? ”  s o m e  o n e  a s k e d .
“ C a n ’t  m a k e  i t  a l l  o u t , ”  e v a s iv e ly ,  f r o m  

th e  o ld  m a n .
“ B u t  w h a t  y o u  c a n  m a k e  o u t ? ”
S a n t a  F e  g r in n e d  a  l i t t l e  a s  h e  a n s w e r e d ,  

“ D o n ’t  r e c k o n  y o u  w a n t  to  h e a r  i t ,  m a m . 
H e  a i n ’t  p o l i t e . ”

T h e  I n d i a n  e n d e d  u p  w i th  a  y e ll  o f  d e 
r i s io n  a n d  w a s  g o n e  a s  q u ic k ly  a s  h e  h a d  
a p p e a r e d .

S a n te  F e  to o k  c o m p le te  c o m m a n d ,  n o  
lo n g e r  b o th e r in g  to  c o n s u l t  w i th  M r .  H o w 
a r d  o r  to  a s k  if  t h e y  l ik e d  th i s  o r  t h a t .  
H e  g a v e  d i r e c t i o n s  a b o u t  th e  s to c k .  T h e y  
w e re  to  b e  a l lo w e d  to  g r a z e  c lo s e  t o  th e  
w a g o n s  a s  lo n g  a s  th e  l i g h t  la s te d  a n d  th e n  
b r o u g h t  u p  a n d  t i e d  to  t h e  w a g o n  w h e e ls .  
A  g u a r d  w a s  to ld  o ff f o r  t h e  n ig h t  a n d  o r 
d e re d  o u t  a w a y  f r o m  th e  w a g o n s .  I f  th e y  
sa w , o r  h e a r d  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  w e r e  to  f ire  
a  s h o t  a n d  r u n  fo r  t h e  w a g o n s .  E a c h  m a n  
w’a s  a p p o in t e d  a  p la c e  in  c a s e  o f  a t t a c k .  
T h e  s o u n d  o f  a  s h o t  w a s  th e  s ig n a l  fo r  
th e m  to  t a k e  t h e i r  s t a t i o n s .

SA N T A  F E  h a d  th e m  m o v e  th e  s tu f f  
in  th e  w a g o n s  so  i t  w o u ld  b e  a lo n g  
th e  o u t e r  s id e s . H e  e v e n  lo o k e d  o v e r  

t h e  r i f le s ,  s e e in g  t h a t  t h e  lo c k s  w e re  in  
o r d e r  a n d  t h a t  e a c h  m a n  h a d  a  s u p p l y  o f  
c a p s ,  p o w d e r  a n d  b a l l s .  H is  f i r s t  r e a l  w o r r y  
c a m e  w h e n  h e  f o u n d  h o w  s m a ll  a  s u p p l y  
of p o w d e r  t h e y  h a d .

H e  to l d  th e m  th e y  b e t t e r  g o  to  b e d  a n d  
g e t  w h a t  s l e e p  th e y  c o u ld .  T h e  o ld  m a n  
h im s e l f  s e e m e d  n e v e r  t o  n e e d  s le e p  o r  r e s t .  
T h e r e  w a s  n o  s le e p , h o w e v e r ,  f o r  a n y  b u t  
t h e  c h i ld r e n .  F r i g h t e n e d ,  e x p e c t a n t  a n d  
e x c i t e d  th e y  s a t  a r o u n d  in  g r o u p s ,  w r a p p e d  
in  b l a n k e t s  a g a in s t  th e  f r e e z in g  a i r ,  a n d  
t a l k e d  in  w h is p e r s .

T h e  s to c k  w a s  b r o u g h t  u p  a n d  t i e d  to  
th e  w a g o n s .  S a n te  F e  s h o o k  h i s  h e a d  in  
c o n c e r n ,  “ I  w is h  w e  c o u ld  b r in g  ’e m  in s id e  
t h e  c i r c le ,”  h e  s a id ,  “ B u t  I  d o n ’t  d a s t . ”  

“ T h e y ’d  b e  r o o m ,”  W i l b u r  o f f e re d , “ F o r

u s  to  m o v e  a r o u n d  i f  w e ’r e  v e r y  c a r e f u l . ”  
“ I  t a k e  i t  y e  a i n ’t  n e v e r  s e e n  ta m e  h o s s e s  

in  a n  I n j u n  f i g h t , ”  S a n te  F e  s p o k e  c o n 
t e m p tu o u s ly .

“ N o ,  I  a i n ’t , ”  W i l b u r  a d m i t t e d .
S a n te  F e  s h r u g g e d .  “ I ’d  r u t h e r  b e  s h o t  

t h a n  k ic k e d  to  d e a t h . ”
T h e  w e a r y  n i g h t  w o re  o n ,  e n d le s s  i t  

s e e m e d  to  th e  w a i t i n g  p e o p le .  T h e y  q u ie t e d  
d o w n  a f t e r  a w h i le ,  l i s t e n in g  u n t i l  i t  h u r t  
a n d  s t a r t i n g  in  s u d d e n  a l a r m  a s  s o m e  o f  
t h e  h o r s e s  s t a m p e d  o r  s h i f t e d  a b o u t ,  r a t t l i n g  
a  w a g o n  w h e e l.

A n n  c r e p t  to  th e  s id e  o f  S a n t a  F e ,  a s k in g  
in  a  w h is p e r ,  “ D o  y o u  th i n k  t h e y  w ill c o m e  
t o n i g h t ,  S a n te  F e ? ”

“ I  d o n ’t  lo o k  f u r  i t , ”  h e  w h is p e r e d  b a c k .  
“ B r e a k  o ’ d a y  m a y  b r i n g  ’e m . O r  t h e y  
m a y  j u s t  p l a y  w i th  u s ,  k e e p in g  u s  c o o p e d  
u p  h e r e .”

I t  d id  n o t  o c c u r  to  h im  to  a t t e m p t  to  
b e l i t t l e  t h e  s e r io u s n e s s  o f  t h e i r  s i tu a t io n .  
H e  w e n t  o n ,  w h is p e r in g  o u t  h is  t h o u g h t s .  
“ T h i s  a i n ’t  a  b a d  p la c e  to  s t a n d  ’e m  off. 
W e  c a n  g i t  w a t e r  h e r e  a n d  w i t h  t h a t  t h a r  
b u f f a lo  w e  c o u ld  h o ld  o u t  a  w e e k .”

“ T h e n  w h a t ? ” A n n  a s k e d .
T h e  o ld  p la i n s m a n  s h r u g g e d ,  “ R e c k o n  

th e n  i t ’ll  b e  u p  to  th e  p a d r e ’s  G o d .”
A f t e r  a w h i le  A n n  q u e s t io n e d  a g a in .  “ I s  

i t  s a f e  fo r  a  m a n  o u t  t h e r e  a l l  a lo n e ? ”
“ H o ,  h o , ”  c h u c k le d  S a n te  F&, “ S o  t h a t ’s 

w h a t  y e  c o m e  o v e r  h e r e  f u r ? ”  H e  r e a c h e d  
o v e r  a n d  to o k  t h e  r o u g h  l i t t l e  h a n d  in  h is  
a n d  s t r o k e  i t .  “ N o  c a u s e  to  w o r r y  a b o u t  
t h a t ,  A n n ,”  h e  s o o th in g ly  t o l d  h e r ,  “ A s a ’s 
a  h e a p  s a f e r  t h a n  w e  b e .”

“ I  n i g l a d ,”  s h e  s a id .

LA T E R  in  t h e  n i g h t  S a n t a  F e  s p o k e  to  
h e r  a g a in .  “ Y o u  s t i c k  c lo s e  t o  m e , 

J  A n n .  I f  t h e y  r u s h  u s  y o u  l a y  o n  
t h e  g r o u n d  r ig h t  b a c k  o ’ m e . I ’ll  p a s s  m y  
r i f le  b a c k  f u r  y e  to  lo a d .  I  g o t  o n e  o f  th e m  
b u c k s h o t  g u n s  h e r e  h a n d y ,  to o .  N o w  r e 
m e m b e r ,”  h e  s p o k e  e a r n e s t l y ,  “ Y o re  p la c e  
is  r i g h t  b e h in d  m e .”

W o n d e r in g  a  l i t t l e  a t  h i s  e a r n e s tn e s s  sh e  
p r o m is e d  to  d o  a s  h e  w is h e d .

I t  g a v e  t h e  o ld  p la in s m a n  s o m e  r e l i e f  to  
t h i n k  th e  g ir l  w o u ld  b e  c lo s e  a t  h a n d ,  if  
t h e  w o r s t  c a m e . T h e  lo n e ly  o ld  h e a r t  w a s  
fu l l  o f  f r ie n d l in e s s  f o r  t h e  g ir l .
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A rm  s a g g e d  d r e a m i l y  a g a in s t  t h e  w o rn  
b u c k s k in  s h o u ld e r  a n d  a p p e a r e d  to  b e  
a s le e p .  S u d d e n ly  s h e  s a t  u p  a n d  c lu t c h e d  
h is  a r m ,  ‘‘B u t ,  S a n ta  F e , ”  s h e  e x c la im e d , 
“ Y o u  c o u ld  g e t  a w a y ! ”

“ W h o ?  M e ?  G it  a w a y  w h e re  t o ? ”  h e  
a s k e d  b la n k ly .

“ W h y ,  to  F o r t  H a l l , ”  s h e  s a id  a ll a n i m a 
t io n  n o w . “ Y o u  c o u ld  t a k e  y o u r  h o r s e  a n d  

g e t  a w a y  in  th e  d a r k . ”
“ W h a t  f o r ? ”  h e  a s k e d  s t u p id l y .
“ W h y ,  y o u  c o u ld  g e t  h e l p , ” s h e  to ld  h im . 

“ O n e  r i f le  w o u ld n 't  m a k e  m u c h  d if fe re n c e  
h e r e ,  a n d  y o u  c o u ld  b r i n g  h e lp ,”  s h e  u rg e d .

“ H u m p ,”  g r u n t e d  S a n t a  F 'e.
“ W h y  n o t ? ”  s h e  a s k e d .
“ P r o b ’ly  a i n ’t  n o b o d y  m u c h  a t  F o r t  H a l l  

n o w . T h e  r e n d e z v o u s  b r o k e  u p  lo n g  ago 
a n d  th e  t r a p p e r s  is  s c a t t e r e d  in  th e  h il ls .  
B e s id e s ,  t a k e  tw o  w e e k s  to  g o  a n d  c o m e .”

“ B u t  y o u  w o u ld  b e  s a f e , ’’ s h e  u rg e d .
“ H u m p , ”  h e  g r u n t e d ,  a n d  s p a t  w ith  a  

v a s t  c o n te m p t  f o r  h is  o w n  s a f e ty .
“ B e t t e r  s a v e  y e r  b r e a t h , ”  h e  s a id  r o u g h 

ly .
T h e n  h e  c h u c k le d ,  “ W h a l 'd  I  te l l  A sa  if 

I  w a s  to  p u l l  o u t  a n ’ le a v e  y e ?  H e ’d  s k in  
m e  a l i v e .”  H e  s n i c k e r e d  a t  th e  id e a ,  “ Y a h , 
a n ’ I ’d  h e lp  h im  m y s e l f .”

S h e  g a v e  u p  a n d  w a s  s i le n t  a w h ile ,  th e n ,  
d r e a m i ly ,  “ P e r h a p s  i t ’s  th e  b e s t  w a y  o u t  
f o r  m e .”  A  l i t t l e  l a t e r  s h e  s a id ,  “ H o w  b r i g h t  
th e  s t a r s  a r e .  B u t  t h e y  lo o k  so  c o ld  a n d  
f a r  o ff. D o  y o u  t h i n k  H e a v e n  is  o u t  th e r e  
b e y o n d  th e  s t a r s ? ”

“ D u n n o ,”  th e  o ld  m a n  g r u n t e d ,  n o t  m u c h  
in t e r e s t e d ,  “ I  a i n ’t n e v e r  th o u g h t  m u c h  
a b o u t  i t  a n y w a y .”

“ Y o u  s h o u ld ,”  s h e  to ld  h im .
T h e  s t a r s  w e re  f a d in g  w h e n  S a n ta  F e  

t r i e d  to  m o v e  h is  c r a m p e d  s h o u ld e r  a n d  le t  
th e  g ir l  lie  d o w n  w i th o u t  a w a k e n in g .  H is  
m o v e m e n t  a w o k e  h e r  a n d  sh e  s p r a n g  to  h e r  
f e e t ,  th e  d r e a d  o f  th e  n ig h t  h o ld in g  h e r .

“ A in ’J; n o th in g  y e t , ”  m u t t e r e d  S a n ta  F e , 
“ b u t  y e  b e t t e r  w a k e  y e r  m a  a n d  g i t  b r e a k 
f a s t . ”

S a n ta  F e  s l ip p e d  q u ie t l y  a lo n g  f r o m  
w a g o n  to  w a g o n , s h a k i n g  th o s e  w h o  h a d  
b e e n  f o r tu n a t e  e n o u g h  to  f o r g e t  t h e i r  
a n x ie t y  in  s le e p . H e  g o t  th e  m e n  o u t ,  r i f le s  
r e a d y ,  w h is p e r in g  to  th e m . “ I f  t h e y  c o m e  
i t ’ll m o s t  l ik e ly  b e  a t  d a y l i g h t . ”

IN  T H E  c h i l l  h o u r  b e f o r e  d a w n ,  w h e n  
h u m a n  v i t a l i t y  is  lo w e s t  a n d  f e a r s  lo o m  
la r g e s t  th e y  w a i te d  w i th  e v e r y  s e n s e  

p a in f u l l y  s t r a in e d .  T h e  b la c k  s h a d o w s  o u t 
s id e  t h e  w a g o n s  t u r n e d  to  h o r s e s  a n d  th e  
g r a y  s a g e  b u s h e s  w e re  c r e e p in g  s a v a g e s .  
T h e  r id g e  to  th e  n o r t h  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  a  
b la c k  l in e  c u t t i n g  o ff th e  s t a r s  b e g a n  to  
s t a n d  o u t  a s  a  h i l l .  I n d i v id u a l  b u s h e s  o f  
s a g e  c a m e  o u t  o f  t h e  g r a y  b l a n k e t  o n  th e  
h i l ls .  I n  t h e  w a i t i n g  h u s h  th e  e a s t  w a s  s i l
v e r y ,  th e n  p in k  a n d  a  g r e a t  r o s y  f la m e  s h o t  
u p  th e  h e a v e n s .  T h e  f i r s t  lo n g  g o ld e n  f in 
g e r s  o f  s u n l ig h t  w e re  l a id  u p o n  th e  d e s o l a te  
la n d .  T h e  p e o p le  s t i r r e d ,  s o m e  ta lk in g ,  
“ d o n ’t  s e e m  to  b e  n o t h i n g  s t i r r i n g , ”  t h e y  
s a id .

S a n ta  F e  s e n t  m e n  o u t  t o  r e l ie v e  th e  
g u a r d s  a n d  to ld  o ff  o th e r s  to  t a k e  t h e  h o r s e s  
a  l i t t l e  w a y  d o w n  th e  s t r e a m  w h e r e  t h e r e  
w a s  f a i r ly  g o o d  g ra s s .

“ A n ri g i t  b r e a k f a s t  q u ic k  a s  y e  k i n , ”  h e  
a d m o n i s h e d ,  “ w e ’ll p u l l  o u t  o ’ h e r e ,  tnuy 
pronto.’’

T h e  p e o p le  w e r e  s u r p r i s e d ,  lo o k in g  a t  
S a n t a  F e  a n d  th e n  to  M r .  H o w a r d .

“ Y e s ,”  n o d d e d  th e  p r e a c h e r .  “ I  d o n ’t  
l ik e  to  t r a v e l  o n  th e  S a b b a th  b u t  S a n t a  F e  
b e l ie v e s  w e  m u s t . ”

“ W e ’re  g o in g  a s  f u r  a s  t h e m  d e v i l s ’l l  l e t  
u s , ”  S a n ta  F e  s a id .

T h e  te n s e  a n x ie t y  o f  t h e  n ig h t  h a d  c a u s e d  
th e  p e o p le  to  h a t e  th e  p la c e  a n d  th e  n e w s  
t h a t  t h e y  w e re  to  m o v e  p le a s e d  th e m .  T h e y  
w e n t  a b o u t  t h e i r  d u t i e s  w i th  a n im a t i o n .

A f te r  b r e a k f a s t  M r .  H o w a r d  in s is t e d  o n  
a  l i t t l e  t im e  f o r  S u n d a y  o b s e r v a n c e .  S a n ta  
F e  a c q u ie s c e d  in  s p i t e  o f  h is  im p a t i e n c e .  
M r .  H o w a r d  r e a d  th e  t w e n ty - th i r d  p s a im  
a n d  th e n  p r a y e d .  F r a y e d  f o r  h e lp  a n d  
s t r e n g th  a n d  t h a t  t h e  L o r d  G o d  w o u ld  
s o f te n  t h e  s a v a g e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e i r  e n e m ie s . 
T h e y  s a n g  a  h y m n  a f t e r  t h a t .

T h e  o ld  h y m n  s w e p t  lo n g  s i l e n t  c h o r d s  
in  o ld  S a n t a  F e ’s h e a r t .  T h e r e  w e r e  t e a r s  
in  h is  e y e s  a s  h e  s a t  o n  a  w a g o n  to n g u e ,  
w a i t i n g  fo r  th e m  to  f in is h .

“ W h y  S a n ta  F e , ”  e x c la im e d  A n n ,  
“ Y o u ’r e  c r y i n g .”

“ W h o ?  M e ?  I  a i n ’t , ”  p r o t e s t e d  t h e  o ld  
w a r r io r .  “ R e c k o n  th e  s m o k e  g o t  i n  m y  
e y e s .”

“ B u t  t h e r e ’s  n o  s m o k e  h e r e , ”  s a id  A n n ,
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lo o k in g  a t  h im  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  c a r e f u l ly .
“ A in ’t t h e y ? ”  h e  a s k e d ,  th e n  v e r y  g e n t ly ,  

“ I  r e c k o n  ’tw a s  th e  s m o k e  f r o m  a  f i r e p la c e  
a w a y  b a c k  in  th e  o ld  B a y  C o lo n y .”

T h e  h o r s e s  w e re  d r iv e n  in  a n d  h i t c h e d  to  
t h e  w a g o n s .  T h e y  lu r c h e d  d o w n  a n d  u p  
a c r o s s  t h e  b r o o k ,  c r e a k e d  in to  t h e  t r a i l  a n d  
s t r u n g  o u t  w e s tw a r d  a g a in .  T h e  c l im b in g  
s u n  w a r m e d  t h e  p e o p le ’s  b a c k s  a s  t h e y  p l o d 
d e d  o n  th r o u g h  th e  e m p t y  l a n d .  N o  I n 
d ia n s  a p p e a r e d ,  th e  t r a i l  w a s  s l ig h t ly  d o w n  
h i l l ,  a n d  th e y  b e g a n  to  fe e l a  h e a r t e n in g  
s e n s e  o f  s e c u r i ty .  T h e y  th r e w  o ff th e  g lo o m  
o f  t h e  e a r ly  m o r n in g ,  b e c o m in g  c h e e r f u l ,  
e v e n  h i l a r i o u s  a s  t h e y  c a l le d  b a c k  a n d  f o r th  
a m o n g  th e  w a g o n s .

“ G u e s s  t h e y  t h i n k  w e ’r e  to o  s t r o n g  fo r  
’e m ,”  s a id  W i lb u r  i m p o r t a n t l y .  ‘‘W e ’d  h a v e  
f ix e d  ’e m  if  t h e y ’d  d a r e d  t a c k l e  u s . ”  T h e n  
h e  b e g a n  to  m a k e  f u n  o f  t h e  c a u t io n  o f 
S a n ta  F e .  “ Y o u  a i n ’t  m u c h  o f  a  p r o p h e t , ” 
h e  je e r e d .

S a n t a  F e  s p a t  e la b o r a t e l y  in  h i s  d is g u s t  
a n d  k e p t  u p  h is  a n x io u s  w a tc h .

N O  O N E  s a w  th e  I n d i a n  a p p e a r ,  
k n e w  w h e re  h e  c a m e  f ro m , n o r  h o w  
lo n g  h e  h a d  b e e n  th e r e .  S a n ta  F e  

p o in t e d ,  a n d  th e  p e o p le  s u d d e n ly  s i l e n t ,  s a w  
h im ,  w a lk in g  h i s  h o r s e  a lo n g  o ff to  th e  r i g h t  
j u s t  o u t  o f  r i f le  r a n g e .  T h e  s u n l ig h t  g l i s 
te n e d  o n  h i s  n a k e d  b o d y  a n d  b r o u g h t  o u t  
th e  s t r i p e s  o f  r e d  a n d  w h i te  p a i n t  t h a t  
s t r e a k e d  h is  fa c e  a n d  b o d y .

T h e  w a g o n s  w e re  e n te r in g  o n  a  w id e  f l a t ,  
s lo p in g  g e n t l y  to  t h e  w e s t .  T h e  l i t t l e  s t r e a m  
w a n d e r e d  th r o u g h  th i s  p l a i n ,  b i t s  o f  r i c h e r  
v e g e ta t io n  s h o w in g  a lo n g  i t s  b a n k s ,  a  d e a r  
r e l ie f  f r o m  t h e  e n d le s s  g r a y  s a g e .

S a n t a  F e  n o d d e d  to  t h e  s o u th .  T h e r e  
w e re  tw o  I n d i a n s  th e r e ,  r i d in g  a lo n g  w ith  
t h e  t r a in  b u t  p a y i n g  n o  a t t e n t i o n  to  i t .

S a n t a  F e  s to o d  u p  in  h is  s t i r r u p s ,  s h a d in g  
h is  f ie rc e  o ld  e y e s  in  t h e  c r o o k  o f  h i s  a r m  
to  lo o k  b a c k w a r d  a lo n g  t h e  t r a i l .

“ A re  th e r e  a n y  t h e r e ? ”  s o m e  o n e  w e t te d  
h is  l ip s  to  a s k .

A f te r  a  l i t t l e  S a n ta  F e  n o d d e d ,  s a y in g  
b r ie f ly ,  “ T h r e e , ”  a n d  th e n  p o in t e d  th e m  
o u t .  T h e y  w e re  s i t t i n g  t h e i r  p o n ie s  in  th e  
m o u th  o f  a  g u lc h .  T h e r e  w e re  tw o  I n d i a n s  
o n  t h e  n o r t h  n o w . T h e  n e w  o n e  w a s  a  
h u g e  b r u t e ,  t h e  u p p e r  h a l f  o f  h is  c ru e l

f a c e  p a i n t e d  b la c k ,  th e  lo w e r  a  b r i g h t  r e d .
“ W h y  d o n ’t  th e y  d o  s o m e th i n g ? ”  s o m e  

o n e  a s k e d  im p a t i e n t l y .
“ T h e y  w i l l ,”  S a n ta  F e  c a lm ly  r e p l ie d .  

“ T h e y ’r e  w a i t i n g ,”
'  “ W h a t  f o r ? ”

“ I  m a k e  i t  th e y  is  o n ly  th e s e  s e v e n  h e re .  
T h e y  a r e  w a i t i n g  fo r  th e  r e s t  o f  t h e  b a n d . ”

T h is  s i t u a t io n  la s te d  h o u r  a f t e r  h o u r .  
S o m e t im e s  t h e  n u m b e r  s e e m e d  to  c h a n g e ,  
b u t  w h e n  t h e y  w e re  c o u n te d  u p  th e r e  w e re  
a lw a y s  s e v e n .  O n c e  th e  b ig  b r u t e  o n  th e  
n o r t h  r o d e  o u t  a h e a d  a n d  b e g a n  s ig n  t a l k 
in g  to  t h e  o n e s  o n  th e  s o u th .  T h e n  h e  ro d e  
u p  th e  s id e  o f  a  b u t t e  a n d ,  n e a r  th e  to p .  
b e g a n  r i d in g  in  l i t t l e  c ir c le s .

“ W h a t ’s h e  d o i n g ? ”  a s k e d  M r .  H o w a r d .
“ S ig n a l l in g ,”  f r o m  S a n ta  F e .  “ T e l l in g  

I n j u n s  o ff n o r t h  t h e y ’v e  g o t u s . ”  T h e  o ld  
I n d i a n  f i g h te r  s c a n n e d  th e  l a n d s c a p e  im m e 
d ia t e ly  a h e a d  in  k e e n  a n x ie ty .  T h e n  h e  
ro d e  b a c k  a lo n g  th e  w a g o n s  a n d  s p o k e  a t 
e a c h  o n e . “ W h e n  I  w a v e  m y  h a t ,  le t  t h e  
w o m e n  d r iv e ,  a n d  y o u  m e n  b e  r e a d y  to  
s h o o t  o r  to  h e lp  w ith  th e  w h e e ls .  W h e n  I  
d o  w a v e ,  y o u  m a k e  th e  c i r c le  a r o u n d  m e . 
a n d  d o  i t  q u ic k .  Y o u ’ll h a v e  to  j e s t  n a c h e r -  
a l l y  p o u r  th e m  g a d s  in to  th e  h o s s e s , W e  
m a y  b e  ju m p e d  w h ile  w e ’r e  a t  i t . ”

T H E  h o u r s  w o re  o n  w i th o u t  c h a n g e  
T h e  s e v e n  I n d i a n s  w e re  s o m e t im e s  
lo s t  to  s ig h t  a s  t h e y  d ip p e d  d o w n  

in to  a  d r a w  o r  ro d e  a r o u n d  b e h in d  a h il l .  
T h e y  a lw a y s  r e a p p e a r e d ,  s i l e n t ,  r e l e n t l e s s .  
T h e r e  w a s  s o m e th in g  in f in i te ly  w e a r in g  in  
th e  p e r s i s t e n t ,  y e t  a p p a r e n t  in d i f f e r e n c e  o f  
th e  h o s t i l e s .  I t  b e g a n  to  lo o k  a s  i f  t h e y  
h a d  a lw a y s  b e e n  th e r e ;  a lw a y s  w o u ld  b e  
th e r e ,  j u s t  o u t  o f  r i f le  r a n g e .

A n d  th e n ,  w i th o u t  a  s o u n d  o f  w a r n in g  
th e  tw o  o n  th e  n o r t h  s u d d e n ly  w h ir l e d  a n d  
la s h e d  th e i r  p o n ie s  in to  a  d e a d  r u n  s t r a ig h t  
f o r  t h e  w a g o n s .  W o m e n  s h r ie k e d  a n d  m e n  
y e lle d .  “ T h e y ’r e  c o m in g !  T h e y ’re  c o m  
in g .”

J u s t  a s  t h e y  c a m e  w i th in  r i f le  r a n g e  th e  
I n d i a n s  s h e e r e d  o ff a n d  y e l l e d  t a u n t in g l y .  
T h e  tw o  o n  th e  s o u th  s e n t  u p  a  s h r i l l  y e ll  
o f  d e l ig h t  a n d  l a u g h e d  in  d e r i s io n  a s  th e  
m e n  o f  t h e  t r a i n  c o u ld  b e  s e e n  f in g e r in g  
t h e i r  r i f le s .

W h e n  th e  tw o  I n d i a n s  h a d  th e i r  b a c k s
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t u r n e d  r i d in g  to  t h e i r  s t a t i o n ,  S a n t a  F e  
ju m p e d  h is  h o r s e  u p o n  a  b e n c h  to  th e  r i g h t , 
y e l l in g  a n d  w a v in g  h i s  h a t .  M e n  g r a b b e d  
th e i r  r i f le s ,  w o m e n  to o k  th e  r e in s  a n d  b e g a n  
f r a n t i c a l l y  la s h in g  th e  h o r s e s .  W i t h  a  
c r e a k in g  r o a r  t h e y  ro l le d  u p  th e  s lo p e  a n d  
a r o u n d  S a n ta  F e .

“ U n h i t c h ! ” y e l le d  S a n ta  F e .  “ R o l l  t h e  
w a g o n s  in  c lo s te r  b y  h a n d . ”

H e  s a t  h is  h o r s e  in  th e  l i t t l e  o p e n  s p a c e  
in s id e  t h e  w a g o n  c i r c le ,  w a tc h in g  th e  I n 
d ia n s  w i th  o n e  e y e  a n d  w i th  th e  o t h e r  d i
r e c t in g  th e  m e n  a s  t h e y  tu g g e d  a t  w h e e ls  
a n d  to n g u e s .  T h e y  so o n  h a d  th e  w a g o n s  
c lo s e  t o g e th e r ,  m a k in g  a  so l id  w a ll .

“ K in  y e r  h o s s  f l y ? ”  a s k e d  a  m a n .
S a n ta  F e  lo o k e d  b la n k  f o r  a  m in u te  a n d  

th e n  s la p p e d  h is  th ig h .  “ Y a h .”  a n d  th e n  
l a u g h e d .  E v e r y b o d y  la u g h e d .  T h e n  th e y  
ro l le d  o n e  w a g o n  b a c k  so  S a n t a  F e  c o u ld  
r id e  h is  h o r s e  o u ts id e  th e  c i r c le .  I t  w a s  a  
g r e a t  r e l ie f  to  h a v e  s o m e th in g  to  l a u g h  a t .  
T h e y  la u g h e d  a n d  t a l k e d  a n d  m a d e  fu n  o f  
S a n t a  F e  f o r  s e v e r a l  m in u te s .  S o m e  o f  th e  
w o m e n  b e c a m e  h y s t e r i c a l .

B u t  t h e y  s o b e r e d  i n s t a n t l y  w h e n  s o m e 
o n e  c a l le d  o u t ,  “ L o o k !  T h e y ’r e  g o n e .”

T h e  I n d i a n s  h a d  v a n i s h e d  a s  s u d d e n ly  
a n d  s i l e n t ly  a s  t h e y  h a d  f i r s t  a p p e a r e d .

S a n ta  F e  to ld  o ff m e n  f o r  th e  h e r d  g u a r d  
a n d  s e n t  th e m  d o w n  a lo n g  th e  s t r e a m  a  
s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  w e s t .

“ T h e y ’v e  j e s t  g o t  t o  e a t , ”  h e  s a i d ,  in  a n  
a n x io u s  v o ic e . H e  c a u t i o n e d  th e  m e n  to  
d r iv e  th e m  in  a t  t h e  l e a s t  s ig n  o f  d a n g e r .

“  T a i n ’t  so  g o o d  a  p la c e  a s  l a s t  n i g h t , ”  
S a n ta  F e  m u t t e r e d ,  lo o k in g  a r o u n d .  “ B u t  
’t a i n ’t  so  b a d ,  a n d  t h e y ’s  b e t t e r  g r a s s .”

T h e  h o r s e s  w e re  e a t i n g  g r e e d i ly ,  w o rk in g  
a lo n g  d o w n  th e  l i t t l e  s t r e a m .  T h e y  s e e m e d  
to  f in d  b e t t e r  g r a s s  a s  t h e y  w o r k e d  a lo n g .  
A  lo w  r id g e  c a m e  u p  f ro m  th e  s o u t h  a n d  
p la y e d  o u t  in  a  s t e e p  b a n k  a b o v e  th e  
s t r e a m .  S a n ta  F e  k e p t  h i s  e y e  o n  th e  s to c k .  
H e  b e g a n  to  g e t  n e r v o u s  a s  th e y  n e a r e d  th e  
p o in t  o f  t h e  r id g e .  I t  w a s  a b s o lu te ly  n e c e s 
s a r y  t h a t  th e  s t o r k  g e t  a  g o o d  fill o f  g ra s s  
o r  t h e y  w o u ld  n e v e r  t r a v e l  a g a in .  H e  h a t e d  
t o  c a ll  th e m  in ,  b u t  w a s  g e t t i n g  d e c id e d ly  
a n x io u s  a s  t h e y  w o r k e d  a w a y  f r o m  th e  w a g 
o n s .  S i t t i n g  o n  a  ro c k  o u ts id e  t h e  c i r c le  h e  
f in a l ly  s to o d  a n d  w a v e d  h is  a r m ,  m o t io n in g  
t h e  g u a r d  to  w o r k  b a c k  to w a r d  th e  w a g o n s .

T H E  th r e e  m e n  lo o k e d  a t  S a n t a  F S  
a n d  th e n  a t  e a c h  o th e r ,  u n c e r t a in l y .  
T h e y  c o u ld  b e  s e e n  t a l k i n g  to 

g e th e r .  T h e n  th e y  s t a r t e d ,  a l l  th r e e  t o 
g e th e r ,  to w a r d  th e  w a v in g  o ld  m a n .  T h e y  
le f t  th e  s to c k  to  g r a z e .

S a n t a  F e  w a s  y e l l in g  a n g r i ly  n o w .
“ D r iv e  th e m  h o r s e s  u p  h e r e .  B r in g  ’e m  

in .”
T h e  m e n  s to p p e d  a n d  o n e  y e l l e d ,  

“ W h a t ? ”  H e  h a d  o n  a  b la c k  a n d  w h i te  
c h e c k e d  s h i r t  a n d  a  b la c k  w o o l h a t .  T h e  
h a t  w a s  p u s h e d  u p  o ff t h e  b e a r d e d  fa c e . 
H e  d r o p p e d  h is  r if le  b u t t  to  th e  g r o u n d .

S a n ta  F e  g a v e  a  d e s p e r a t e  y e ll  a n d  b e 
g a n  r u n n in g  to w a r d  th e  s to c k .  'T h e  a i r  w a s  
fu l l  o f  a  n o is e  l ik e  th e  d e e p  r u m b l i n g  o f  
m ig h ty  d r u m s .  T h e  f r i g h t e n e d  h o r s e s  
th r e w  u p  th e i r  h e a d s ,  ju m p e d  a b o u t ,  th e n  
h u d d le d  c lo s e  to g e t h e r .  A n  i n s t a n t  l a t e r  
t h e y  b r o k e  in t o  a  w ild  ru n  a c r o s s  th e  f l a t  
to  t h e  n o r t h .  C lo s e  o n  th e i r  h e e ls  w a s  a  
w h i te  m a r e ,  a  d r y  h o r s e h id e  t i e d  to  h e r  
r u m p  s o  t h a t  h e r  h e e ls  k ic k e d  i t  a t  e v e r y  
ju m p .

F r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  p o in t ,  a f t e r  th e  w h i te  
m a r e ,  c a m e  a  b a n d  o f  B la c k f e e t .  T h e  I n 
d i a n s  la id  o u t  a lo n g  th e i r  h o r s e s ,  o n ly  o n e  
f o o t ,  a  h e a d  a n d  a n  a r m  s h o w in g .  T h e  
s in g in g  tw a n g  o f  b o w s  c a m e  d e a r l y  o u t  o f  
t h e  r a c k e t .

T h e  m a n  w ith  th e  c h e c k e d  s u i t  s t i l l  s t o o d  
lo o k in g  a f  S a n t a  F e — a  lo o k  o f  w o n d e r  
g ro w in g  in  h is  fa c e .  T h e n  h e  s lu m p e d  
d o w n  in  t h e  s a g e  a n d  c o u ld  b e  s e e n  w r i t h 
in g  a r o u n d .  T h e  a r r o w s  in  h is  b a c k  s la s h e d  
b a c k  a n d  f o r th  a s  h e  tw is te d .

T h e  tw o  o t h e r  m e n  a n d  S a n ta  F e  w e re  
d o w n  o n  o n e  k n e e  s h o o t in g ,  a n d  h u r r y in g  
d e s p e r a t e l y  to  r e lo a d .  O n e  I n d i a n  d r o p p e d  
h is  b o w , t r i e d  h a r d  w i th  c lu t c h in g  h a n d s  to  
c l im b  b a c k  o n to  h is  h o r s e ,  b u t  s u d d e n ly  
d r o p p e d  to  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  l a y  s t i l l .  T w o  
I n d i a n s  c i r c le d  b a c k ,  o n e  r i d in g  to  e a c h  s id e  
o f  t h e  I n d i a n  o n  t h e  g r o u n d .  L o n g  a r m s  
s w e p t  d o w n  f r o m  r u n n i n g  h o r s e s ,  p i c k e d  u p  
th e  d e a d  m a n  a n d  th r e w  h im  a c r o s s  a  
h o r s e ’s n e c k .

T h e  h o r s e s  o f  t h e  im m i g r a n t s  w e r e  a l 
r e a d y  in  a  g u lc h  b e tw e e n  th e  b i l l s  t o  t h e  
n o r t h ,  t h e  w h i te  m a r e ,  s t i l l  k ic k i n g  t h e  r u m 
b l in g  h o r s e h id e ,  c lo s e  b e h in d  th e m .  T h e  
I n d i a n s  p u l l e d  u p  th e i r  p lu n g in g  p o n ie s  a n d
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y e l le d  a n d  l a u g h e d  t h e i r  w i ld ,  d e r i s iv e  g le e .
T h e  l a s t  t a u n t i n g  l a u g h  d ie d  a w a y  a n d  

th e  p e o p le  s t i l l  s t o o d ,  p e t r i f i e d ,  s t a r i n g  a t  
th e  g a p  in  t h e  h i l l s  w h e r e  t h e i r  h o r s e s  h a d  
d i s a p p e a r e d .  T h e i r  m in d s  f o u g h t  r e c o g n i 
t io n  o f  th e  a p p a l l in g  c a l a m i t y .  I t  w a s  so  
s im p le — a n d  so  f in a l .  T h e y  b e g a n  lo o k in g  
a t  e a c h  o th e r  a n d  a t  t h e  w a g o n s .  W a g o n s !  
A s  u s e le s s  n o w  a s  so  m a n y  b o a t s .  A  w o m a n  
s a t  d o w n  o n  a  b o x  a n d  b e g a n  w h im p e r in g .

A n o th e r  w o m a n ,  s t a n d i n g  in  t h e  f r o n t  
e n d  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  u s e le s s  v e h ic le s ,  w a s  l o o k 
in g  a r o u n d  in  a  f r ig h te n e d  w a y . I n  a  to n e  
o f  d r e a d  s h e  b e g a n  a s k in g ,  “ W h e r e ’s  J e d ?  
W h e r e ’s  J e d ? ”

S h e  p u t  h e r  c le n c h e d  h a n d  to  h e r  m o u th .  
T h e n  s h e  s c r e a m e d .  S h e  b r o u g h t  t h e  a t 
t e n t io n  o f  t h e  p e o p le  s u d d e n l y  b a c k  t o  th e  
s to c k  g u a r d  a n d  o ld  S a n t a  F e .  T h e  w o m a n  
a s k e d  a g a in ,  “ W h e r e ’s J e d ? ”  T h e n  c l im b e d  
d o w n  f r o m  th e  s e a t  a n d  b e g a n  r u n n in g ,  
s t u m b l in g  th r o u g h  th e  s a g e  d o w n  th e  l i t t l e  
s lo p e .

IN  ^ H E  g a th e r in g  d u s k  S a n ta  F e  a n d  th e  
tw o  m e n  c o u ld  b e  s e e n ,  s t a n d in g  
s i l e n t ly ,  lo o k in g  d o w n  a t  s o m e th in g  o n  

th e  g r o u n d .  S a n ta  F e  le a n e d  d o w n  a n d  
p u l le d  o u t  tw o  a r r o w s .  T h e  tw o  m e n  
s to o p e d  o v e r ,  l i f t e d  th e  b o d y  a n d  b e g a n  
c o m in g  s lo w ly  u p  th e  s lo p e .  T h e  w o m a n  
s c r e a m e d  a g a in  a s  s h e  m e t th e m ,  t h e n  c a m e  
o n  w ith  th e m  h o ld in g  u p  th e  d r o o p in g  h e a d ,  
a n d  so  t h e y  c a m e  to  t h e  w a g o n s .

J e d ,  to o ,  h a d  g o n e  to  a w a i t  t h e  t h o u 
s a n d s  w h o  w e r e  to  d ie  a lo n g  th e  O re g o n  
t r a i l  in  th e  n e x t  t w e n ty  y e a r s .

S a n ta  F e ,  w a tc h f u l  e y e s  o n  th e  h i l l s ,  w a s  
g iv in g  o r d e r s ,  “ G it  y o u r  s h o v e ls  a n d  s in k  
th e m  w a g o n s .”

“ H o w  s in k  t h e m ? ”  s o m e  o n e  a s k e d .
“ D ig  o u t  u n d e r  th e  w h e e ls ,”  h e  o r d e r e d .  

“ B a n k  th e  d i r t  u p  o n  th e  o u t s id e  a n d  m a k e  
a  f o r t .  G i t  a  m o v e  o n  y e .  W e  a i n ’t  g o t  
n o  t i m e  to  s t a n d  a r o u n d . ”

H e  p u t  m e n  to  w o r k  d ig g in g  a t  th e  
w h e e ls ,  th e n  o r d e r e d  th e  w o m e n  t o  g e t  a ll 
t h e  b u c k e t s ,  fill th e m  w i th  w a te r  a n d  h a v e  
th e m  h a n d y .  A s  i t  w a s  g e t t i n g  d a r k  h e  
s e n t  o u t  g u a r d s  a n d  to l d  o ff  m e n  to  re l ie v e  
th e m .

W i l b u r ,  w i th  p r o t r u d i n g  e y e s  a n d  s l o b 
b e r i n g  m o u t h  w a s  w a lk in g  a r o u n d ,  m u t t e r 

in g ,  “ I  b e e n  t r a p p e d .  I  b e e n  l e d  o u t  h e r e  
to  d i e . ”

A n n  p a s s e d  h im  w i th  a  p a i l  o f  w a te r ,  
h e a r d  h i s  m u t t e r in g ,  a n d  s t o p p e d  to  lo o k  
a t  t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  f r ig h t .  H e r  l ip s  c u r l e d  in  
c o n te m p t .  I t  c a m e  to  h e r  t h a t  a l l  h e r  l i fe , 
h o w e v e r  W i l b u r  m ig h t  lo o k  o r  a c t ,  a lw a y s  
s h e  w o u ld  se e  h im  a s  h e  w a s  n o w .

T w o  m e n  d u g  a  g r a v e  a n d  J e d ,  b l a n k e t  
w r a p p e d ,  w a s  h u r r i e d l y  b u r i e d .  M r .  H o w 
a r d ,  in  c h o k in g  v o ic e ,  r e a d  th e  b u r i a l  
s e r v ic e .

F a r  in t o  t h e  n ig h t  t h e  m e n  to i l e d  a t  t h e  
w a g o n s ,  s i n k in g  th e  w h e e ls  in  h o le s  so  t h a t  
th e r e  w a s  j u s t  r o o m  f o r  a  m a n  to  lie  u n d e r  
th e  w a g o n  a n d  s h o o t  o u t  o v e r  t h e  d i r t  
b a n k e d  u p  o n  t h e  o u t s id e .  T h e  l a b o r  w a s  
a  g r e a t  m e n t a l  r e l ie f .  B u t  w i th  t h e  f o r t  
f in is h e d ,  t h i s  r e l i e f  s o o n  p a s s e d ,  a n d  in a c 
t i o n  s o o n  b r o u g h t  b a c k  t h e i r  a n x io u s  f e a r s .

“ W h e n  w ill  i t  c o m e ? ”  s o m e  o n e  a s k e d  
S a n t a  F e .

“ C a n ’t  s a y , ” th e  o ld  m a n  m o o d i ly  r e 
p l i e d .

“ M e b b e  n o t  t i l l  m o r n in g .  M e b b e  n o t  
th e n .  T h e y  k n o w  t h e y  g o t u s  a n d  th e y  
a i n ’t  n o  h u r r y .  U n le s s  h e lp  c o m e s .”

A f te r  a  l i t t l e  S a n t a  F e  r o u s e d  h im s e l f ,  
b le w  h is  n o s e  w i th  h i s  f in g e r s  a n d  b e g a n  
t a l k i n g  o f  h is  lo n g  l i f e  a s  a  t r a p p e r .  A t 
f i r s t  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  p a i d  to  h im ,  b u t  
M r .  H o w a r d  h e lp e d  b y  a s k in g  q u e s t io n s  
a n d  b e f o r e  lo n g  m o s t o f  th e m  w e re  l i s t e n 
in g .  “ Y a h , ”  h e  w e n t  o n  w i th  a  s t o r y ,  “ a n d  
P e te  h a d  h i s  m o u t h  fu l l  o f  b u l l e t s  r e a d y  
f u r  q u ic k  lo a d in g  a n ’ w h e n  h e  t r i p p e d  o v e r  
t h e  lo g  h e  s w a l lo w e d  t h e  b u l l e t s .  Y a h ,  t h a t  
w a s  s h o r e  f u n n y .”

“ T h e n  w h a t ? ”  a s k e d  M r s .  H o w a r d .
S a n t a  F e  s t a r t e d  to  l a u g h ,  t h e n  in  m o c k  

s e v e r i t y  s a id  to  M r s .  H o w a r d ,  “ I ’m  s u r 
p r i s e d  a t  y o u ,  m a m , a s k in g  s u c h  a  q u e s 
t i o n , ”  a n d  l a u g h e d  a g a in .  S o m e  o f  t h e  m e n  
s n i c k e r e d  a  l i t t l e ,  b u t  a n y  s u g g e s t io n  o f 
m i r t h  s o o n  d ie d  o u t .

SA N T A  F f i  u r g e d  th e m  to  l ie  d o w n  a n d  
g e t  s o m e  s le e p .  S o m e  o f  t h e  w o m e n  
a n d  o n e  o r  tw o  m e n  t r i e d  to .  M o s t  

o f  th e m  g o t  u p  a f t e r  a  fe w  m i n u te s ,  s h iv e r 
in g  a n d  c a m e  n e r v o u s ly  to  t h e  g r o u p  s i t t i n g  
b y  th e  H o w a r d  w a g o n .

A  m a n  s a id ,  b i t t e r l y ,  “ W e  w e re  fo o ls  to
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l e t  A s a  g o . W h e r e  y o u  s u p p o s e  h e  i s  n o w , 
S a n t a  F e ? ”

“ Y a h ,  y e  s h o r e  w e re  f o o l s ,”  a g r e e d  S a n t a  
F e .  “ B u t  m e b b e s o  i t  w o rk s  o u t  th e  b e s t  
w a y .”  T h e n ,  in  a  th o u g h t f u l  v o ic e ,  “ N o w  
t h a t ’s c u r io u s ,  a i n ' t  i t ?  I ’d  a  s a id  c o u ld n ’t 
n o th in g  w o r s e  h a p p e n  th a n  h a v in g  A s a  
le a v e  u s . A n d  n o w  i t ’s  o u r  o n ly  h o p e .”  

“ N o ,  n o t  c u r io u s ,  S a n i a  F e ,”  th e  g e n t le  
v o ic e  o f  M r .  H o w a r d  a n s w e r e d ,  “ I n  H is  
o w n  w a y  a n d  in  H is  o w n  t im e  H e  s e n d e th  
h e lp .”

S a n t a  F e  w a s  d is p o s e d  to  a r g u e  th e  m a t 
t e r  b u t  h o p e f u l  v o ic e s  b e g a n  a s k in g ,  “ D o  
y o u  t h i n k  h e ’ll h e lp  u s  n o w , a f t e r  u s  k i c k 
in g  h im  o u t  t h a t a w a y ?  W h e r e  y o u  th i n k  
h e  is ?  W h e r e  c o u ld  h e  g e t  h e lp ?  H o w  
lo n g  w ill i t  t a k e  h i m ? ”

H e  a n s w e r e d  th e m  a l l  a t  o n c e .  “ I  f ig u re  
t h a t  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t  s m o k e  s ig n a l  h e  b e g a n  
b e a t i n g  h e ll  o u t  o ’ t h a t  b u c k s k i n  p o n y .”  

“ W h e r e  t o ? ”
“ E a s t .  A f te r  T h u n d e r h a w k  a n d  h is  

C h e y e n n e s .”
“ W il l  t h e y  h e lp  u s ? ”
“ T h a t ’s  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,”  S a n ta  F e  r e p l ie d ,  

“ I n j u n s  is  h a r d  to  f ig u re  o n . T h e y  w a s  a ll  
s e t  f o r  a  w a r  o n  th e  B la c k f e e t ,  b u t  t h e y  
m a y  h a v e  s t a r t e d  f o r  th e  lo w e r  p la i n s  f o r  
th e  fa ll h u n t .  I  th i n k  A s a  k in  b r i n g  ’e m . 
D e p e n d s  o n  h o w  f u r  h e  h a s  to  g o  a n d  h o w  
lo n g  i t  t a k e s  ’e m  to  g i t  h e r e .”

“ I f  t h e  C h e y e n n e s  w o n ’t  c o m e  w h a t ’ll 
A s a  d o ? ”

“ W h o ?  A s a ? ”  a s k e d  th e  o ld  p la i n s m a n .  
“ H e ’ll c o m e  b a c k ,  e v e n  if  h e  c o m e s  a lo n e  
a n d  a f o o t . ”

“ W h a t  f o r ? ”  a  h o p e le s s  v o ic e  a s k e d .  
“ H e ’s  t h a t  k in d  o f  a  m a n ,”  S a n t a  F e  

s a id ,  in  a  to n e  o f  p r id e .
A n n ’s  h a n d  c r e p t  o u t  a n d  t i g h te n e d  o v e r  

t h e  g n a r l e d  f is t  o f  th e  o ld . t r a p p e r .
A  s h a f t  o f  w h i te  l i g h t  c l im b e d  u p  th e  

n o r t h e r n  s k y ,  w a v e r e d  a n d  w e n t  o u t .
“ W h a t ’s t h a t ? ”  s o m e  o n e  g a s p e d .  A  

w o m a n  b e g a n  c r y in g  n e r v o u s ly ,  “ O h  d e a r ,  
o h  d e a r . ”

S a n t a  F e  s h r u g g e d ,  “ N o r t h e r n  l i g h t s . ”  
A f te r  a  m i n u te  h e  w e n t  o n ,  “ T h e y ’s  b a d .  

S t i r s  t h e  I n j u n s  u p ,  n o r t h e r n  l i g h t s  d o . 
G i t ’s  ’e m  e x c i t e d ,  s e n d s  ’e m  o u t  o n  th e  w a r 
p a t h .  T h e y  th i n k  th e i r  g o d s  i s  m a k i n g  
s ig n a l s .”

W e ir d  a n d  s h iv e r y ,  a  b r o a d  b a n d  o f  l ig h t  
s w e p t  a c r o s s  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s k y  a n d  h u n g  
th e r e .  S t r e a m s  o f  f l ic k e r in g  l i g h t  s h o t  u p ,  
w a v e r e d  a n d  c h a n g e d  a n d  g r e w  h ig h e r  a n d  
h ig h e r .  T h e  p o in t s  o f  p a le  l i g h t  c r e p t  u p  
th e  h e a v e n s  a n d  s h o o k  a n d  g le a m e d  l ik e  th e  
s p e a r  h e a d s  o f  a r m ie s .  A rm ie s  lo n g  d e a d ,  
m a r c h in g  v ic to r io u s ly  a c r o s s  th e  s k y .  T h e r e  
s e e m e d  to  c o m e  a  f a i n t  r u s t l i n g ,  l ik e  b a t t l e  
f la g s  f l u t t e r in g  in  t h e  w in d .  T h e  g h o s t ly  
l ig h t  tu r n e d  th e  p e o p le ’s  f a c e s  to  a  s t r a n g e  
p a l lo r  a n d  th e y  lo o k e d  a t  e a c h  o t h e r  in  
w o n d e r in g  a w e .

“ N e v e r  s e e n  ’e m  so  b r i g h t , ”  m u t t e r e d  
S a n t a  F e .

T h e  w ild , f ly in g  b a n n e r s  o f  th e  s k y  in 
c r e a s e d  th e  p e o p le ’s  d r e a d .  A  s e n s e  o f  im 
p e n d in g  d o o m  s to le  o v e r  th e m .  P r o b a b l y  
n o  o n e  b u t  S a n t a  F e  s t i l l  h e ld  to  t h e  h o p e  
o f  r e s c u e .

W i 'h u r  w a s  w a lk in g  n e r v o u s ly  a r o u n d ,  
p a y in g  n o  a t t e n t i o n  to  a n y o n e ,  t a l k in g  to  
h im s e l f .  “ I ’m  g o in g ,”  h e  s a id ,  “ I ’m  g o in g  
to  F o r t  H a l l .  I  a i n ’t  g o in g  to  s t a y  h e r e  
n o  lo n g e r .”

“ W h y  d o n ’t  y e ? ”  a s k e d  S a n t a  F e ,  a n d  
s p a t .  “ I t ’ll b e  a  n ic e  w a lk  fo r  y e . ”

W i l b u r  a p p a r e n t l y  d id  n o t  h e a r  h im .  H e  
k e p t  o n  w a lk in g  a r o u n d ,  m u t t e r in g ,  “ I f  I  
h a d  a  h o r s e . ”  A f t e r  a w h i le  h e  s a t  d o w n  
a n d  s h iv e r e d .

I t  g r e w  c o ld .  I c e  f o r m e d  o n  th e  p a i l s  o f  
w a te r .  A ll th e  b l a n k e t s  th e r e  w e re  d id  n o t  
s e e m  e n o u g h  to  h o ld  th e  w a r m t h  o f  n e r v o u s ,  
f r i g h t e n e d  b o d ie s .

A n n  s a t ,  w r a p p e d  in  a  b l a n k e t ,  f a c in g  th e  
n o r t h ,  w a tc h in g  th e  g h o s t ly ,  f l ic k e r in g  
l i g h t s  s t r e a m i n g  u p w a r d .  S h e  s e e m e d  to  b e  
l i v in g  in  a n o t h e r  w o r ld  a s  s h e  s a t  w i th  r a p t  
f a c e  in  th e  m y s t i c  l i g h t .  A  f a i n t  s m ile  l i f t e d  
t h e  c o r n e r s  o f  h e r  l ip s  a s  s h e  d r e a m e d  lo n g  
t h o u g h t s ,  lo s t  to  a l l  s e n s e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t .

S a n t a  F e  w e n t  o v e r  h i s  p r e p a r a t i o n s  
a g a in .  E a c h  m a n  h a d  h is  p la c e  u n d e r  a  w a 
g o n  a n d  th e  d i r t  b a n k e d  u p  to  s u i t  h im .  
P o w d e r  a n d  b u l l e t s  w e re  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  w o 
m e n  to  r e lo a d .  T h e  th r e e  b ig  d o u b le - b a r 
r e le d  s h o t g u n s  w e re  lo a d e d  w i th  b u c k s h o t  
a n d  le f t  in  t h e  m id d le  o f  t h e  c i r c le .  S o m e  
w o m a n  w a s  to  h a n d  th e m  w h e r e v e r  S a n t a  
F e  o r d e r e d  in  c a s e  o f  a t t a c k .  H e  w a s  e s p e 
c ia l ly  a n x io u s  o v e r  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  th e  
b u c k e t s  o f  w a te r .  H e  b r o k e  th e  ic e  in  t h e m



38 WES T

a n d  w a r n e d  th e  p e o p le  t o  b e  c a r e f u l  a n d  
n o t  k ic k  th e m  o v e r  a s  t h e y  m o v e d  a r o u n d .

C h a p t e r  V I I

DEATH SONG

PA L I N G  s t a r s  a n d  th e  f a i n t  l i g h t  o f 
m o r n in g  a n d  S a n t a  F e  g o in g  a r o u n d  
t h e  w a g o n s  a n d  s e e in g  t h a t  e v e r y  o n e  

w a s  a l e r t  a n d  in  h i s  p la c e .  I n  t h e  g r a y  
l ig h t  t h e  g u a r d s  c a m e  in ,  s t a r in g  b a c k w a r d s  
o v e r  t h e i r  s h o u ld e r s  a s  t h e y  s tu m b le d  
th r o u g h  th e  s a g e . T h e y  h a d  n o  n e w s  o f 
m o v e m e n ts  a m o n g  th e  I n d i a n s .

“ G i t  to  y e r  s t a t i o n s , ”  S a n ta  F e  o r d e r e d  
th e m . “ I t ’ll c o m e  so o n , n o w .”

I n  t h e  b r e a t h l e s s  h u s h  o f  th e  d a w n  th e y  
l i s t e n e d  a n d  w a i te d .  T h e  e m p t y  l a n d  w a s  
s o u n d le s s  a s  a  d e a d  w o r ld .  T h e  p h y s i c a l  
e f fo r t  o f  l i s t e n in g  b e c a m e  p a in f u l .  A c h in g  
e y e s  b e g a n  to  se e  s t r a n g e  m o v e m e n ts .  
B u s h e s  m o v e d  a n d  w a lk e d  a b o u t  a n d  h ill 
to p s  ro s e  a n d  s a n k .  A  b r i e f  g la n c e  a w a y  
a n d  r e s te d  e y e s  f o u n d  th e  b u s h e s  a n d  h i l ls  
in  t h e i r  p la c e s ,  s i le n t  a n d  im m o v a b le .

A  m a n  s p o k e ,  in  n e r v o u s  e x a s p e r a t i o n .  
“ I f  t h e y ’re  c o m in g ,  I  w is h  t h e y ’d  c o m e  

n o w .”
A n o th e r  m a n  la u g h e d ,  w i th o u t  m i r t h ,  a n d  

t r i e d  to  s p e a k  jo k in g ly ,
“ G i t t i n g  lo n e ly  b e  y e ? ”
T a l k  e a s e d  th e  s t r a i n  a n d  o th e r s  jo in e d  in . 

N o t  to  t a l k  s e e m e d  to  s h o w  o b v io u s  f e a r  a n d  
th e y  a l l  b e g a n  t a l k in g ,  m a k in g  f u n  o f  e a c h  
o t h e r  a n d  th e  I n d i a n s .  O n e  s a id ,  “ I ’m  g la d  
w e  a i n ’t  g o t  to  w h a c k  th e m  h o r s e s  n o  
m o r e .”

“ T h a t ’s  r i g h t , ”  a n o t h e r  c h im e d  in ,  “ I  
w a s  g i t t i n g  p lu m b  w o re  o u t  d r iv in g  ’e m  a ll 
d a y  a n d  h e r d in g  ’e m  a l l  n i g h t . ”

“ M u s t  b e  le s s e n  a  th o u s a n d  m i le s  n o w . 
T h a t  a i n ’t  n o  w a lk  a - t a l l . ”

“ W h y  d o n ’t y o u  g i t  s t a r t e d ? ”  s o m e o n e  

je e r e d .
S a n ta  F e  jo in e d  in , “ Y e a h ,  y o u  a n ’ W i l 

b u r .  I f  y e  c a n  w a lk  f a s t  e n o u g h  y e ’ll  b e  
th e r e  a f o r e  d a r k . ”

W i l b u r  w a s  u n d e r  o n e  o f  t h e  w a g o n s , 
r i f le  a n d  b ig  p is to l  a t  h a n d ,  g n a w in g  h is  
f in g e rs .

A  w a r m  s u n  c a m e  u p  in  a  r o s y  b la z e  o f  
l ig h t .  S a n t a  F e  p ro d u c e d  a  f i re  a n d  m e n

w e n t  o u t  a  l i t t l e  w a y  t r a m p i n g  d o w n  s a g e . 
A  g o o d  b la z e  w a s  s o o n  g o in g ,  b l a n k e t s  la id  
a w a y  a n d  p e o p le  t u r n i n g  th e m s e lv e s  a r o u n d  
a n d  a r o u n d  a n d  g e t t i n g  w a r m  a g a in .  S o m e  
o f  t h e  m e n  w e re  le f t  o n  g u a r d ,  th e  r e s t  
h e lp e d  a r o u n d  th e  f ire s . B r e a k f a s t  w a s  
c o o k e d  a n d  e a te n .  “ T h a t ’s th e  l a s t  o f  th e  
m e a t , ”  s a id  M r .  H o w a r d .

S a n t a  F e  s h r u g g e d .  T h e y  a ll  r e a l iz e d  
h is  m e a n in g .  U n le s s  h e lp  c a m e  th e y  w e re  
n o t  g o in g  to  n e e d  a n y  m o r e .

T h e  d a y  w a r m e d  u p ,  th e  f i r e s  b u r n e d  
d o w n . W o r n  o u t  w i th  th e  te n s e  w a k e f u l 
n e s s  o f  th e  n ig h t  a n d  n o w  w a r m e d  a n d  fe d  
th e  p e o p le  b e c a m e  s le e p y .  M o s t  o f  th e m  
l a y  a r o u n d ,  s le e p in g  f i t f u l ly .  S o m e  ta lk e d  
a n d  m u t t e r e d  in  t h e i r  s le e p ,  o th e r s  a w o k e  
s u d d e n l y  a n d  s a t  u p  in  f r ig h t .

S a n t a  F e  w a s  u p  o n  a  w a g o n  s e a t ,  tv a tc h -  
in g  th e  s k y l in e  a n d  w a i t in g .  O f te n  h e  b e n t  
h is  a r m  o v e r  h i s  f ie rc e  o ld  e y e s  a n d  s t a r e d  
in to  th e  e a s t  f r o m  w h e re  h e lp  w o u ld  c o m e —  
if  i t  c a m e  in  t im e .  O f te n  s o m e b o d y  c a l le d  
u p  to  h im  a n x io u s ly ,  a s k in g  i f  h e  c o u ld  se e  
a n y th i n g ,  b u t  a lw a y s  h e  s h o o k  h i s  h e a d .

IN  T H E  e a r l y  a f t e r n o o n  th e y  s a w  h im  
s t e p  q u ic k l y  u p  o n to  th e  s e a t ,  a  h e r o ic  
f ig u r e  in  h is  f r in g e d  b u c k s k in  a n d  lo n g  

g r iz z le d  h a i r  d o w n  o v e r  h i s  s h o u ld e r s .  H i s  
r i f le  w a s  s lu n g  a c ro s s  in  th e  c r o o k  o f  h is  a r m .  
A n n  n o t i c e d  a  t e a r  in  th e  b u c k s k in  b r e e c h 
e s  a n d  w is h e d  s h e  h a d  k n o w n  i t  b e f o r e .  I n  
a  c u r io u s  w a y  h e r  m in d  f a s te n e d  o n  th e  
te a r .  S h e  w a n te d  to  m e n d  i t ,  b u t  h a d  th e  
h e lp le s s  f e e l in g  t h a t  n o w  s h e  w o u ld  n e v e r  
h a v e  th e  c h a n c e .  I t  b e c a m e  o f  im m e n s e  
im p o r t a n c e ,  s h e  m u s t  m e n d  i t  a t  o n c e  a n d  
s h e  w e n t  a f t e r  a  n e e d le  a n d  th r e a d .  W h e n  
s h e  c a m e  o u t  o f  t h e  w a g o n  S a n t a  F e  w a s  
w a lk in g  b r i s k ly  a r o u n d ,  t a l k in g  q u i t e  c a s 
u a l ly .

“ T h e y ’r e  c o m in g  n o w !  G it  r e a d y !  T a k e  
i t  e a s y ,  n o w . T a k e  i t  e a s y .  A in ’t  n o th i n g  
to  b e  s k e e r e d  o f . J e s t  s h o o t  a n d  k e e p  o n  
s h o o t in g .”

T a lk  d ie d  i n s t a n t ly .  S o m e  o f  th e  w o m e n  
w h im p e r e d  n e r v o u s ly .  F a c e s  g r e w  p a le  a n d  
s e t .  T h e  m e n  c r a w le d  to  t h e i r  s t a t i o n s  u n 
d e r  t h e  w a g o n s . M u f f le d  v o ic e s  c a m e  o u t ,  
a s  f r o m  a  c e lla r .

“ W h e r e  a i r  t h e y ,  S a n t a  F e ? ”
T h e y  c a l le d  to  e a c h  o th e r  u n d e r  th e  w a 
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g o n , “ W h e r e  b e  t h e y ?  K in  y o u  se e  ’e m ? ” 
T h e y  c o u ld  s e e  th e m  n o w . A  lo n g  l in e  o f  

w a r r io r s  f i l in g  o u t  o n  p r a n c in g  p o n ie s  f r o m  
a  g a p  in  t h e  h il ls .  T h e y  c a m e  g a i ly ,  a s  to  
a  h o l id a y .  L a n c e  h e a d s  g le a m e d  in  th e  s u n ,  
b r i g h t  s t r e a m e r s  w a v e d ,  a n d  f e a t h e r e d  w a r  
b o n n e t s  s h o o k  a b o v e  th e  d a n c in g  p o n ie s .  
A n  I n d i a n  y e l l e d  s h r i l l y  a n d  s h o o k  a  g u n  
a b o v e  h is  h e a d .  T h e r e  w a s  d e a d ly  m e n a c e  
in  th e  g e s tu r e  a n d  th e  y e ll .  A  g u n  b a n g e d  
a n d  th e  im m i g r a n t s  lo o k e d  q u ic k ly  a t  e a c h  
o th e r  a n d  th e n  b a c k  to  th e  l i t t l e  c lo u d  o f  
w h i te  s m o k e  f lo a t in g  s o f t ly  u p w a r d .  A  c a 
lic o  c o lo r e d  p o n y  s u d d e n ly  r e a r e d  u p r i g h t ,  
w a s  y a n k e d  d o w n  b y  h is  I n d i a n  r i d e r  a n d  
th e n  b e g a n  b u c k in g  a n d  r e a r in g  a n d  f in a l ly  
th r e w  h im .  T h e  I n d i a n  l a n d e d  o n  h i s  f e e t ,  
th e n  s p r a n g  n im b ly  u p  o n to  h is  b a r e b a c k  
p o n y  a g a in .  T h e  I n d i a n s  y e l l e d  a n d  j e e r e d  
a n d  la u g h e d  a n d  th e  th r o w n  o n e  b e g a n  b e a t 
in g  h is  h o r s e  o v e r  th e  h e a d  w i th  th e  h a n d le  
o f  h i s  w a r  c lu b .  T h e  su n  g l i s t e n e d  o n  
n a k e d ,  p a in t e d  b o d ie s  a n d  r e s t le s s  h o r s e s .

A  h e a v y ,  g r a y - h a i r e d  o ld  w a r r i o r  r o d e  o u t  
a lo n g  th e  l in e , to  b e  g r e e t e d  w i th  w ild  y e l l s  
o f  d e l ig h t  f ro m  th e  I n d i a n s .  L ie  b a c k e d  
h is  h o r s e  a r o u n d ,  f a c in g  th e  h o s t i l e s  a n d  b e 
g a n  t a l k in g  in  d e e p  r o l l i n g  to n e s .

“ Y a h , ”  s n e e r e d  o ld  S a n t a  F e ,  “ T h a t ’s  o ld  
M a n y  H o r s e s  h im s e l f .  I  b e e n  h o p in g  to  g i t  
a  c r a c k  a t  h im  f u r  f o r ty  y e a r s . ”

C h ie f  M a n y  H o r s e s  s to p p e d  t a lk in g  a n d  
s h o o k  h is  r if le  h ig h  in  th e  a i r .  H i s  h o r s e  
b e g a n  p r a n c in g ,  s id in g  o ff b a c k w a r d  a n d  
th e  t r a i l in g  f e a t h e r  o f  th e  w a r  b o n n e t  s w e p t  
a c ro s s  h is  r u m p .  T h e  h o s t i l e  B la c k f e e t  
y e l le d  a g a in ,  s h r i l l  a n d  f e ro c io u s .  M a n y  
H o r s e s  b e g a n  t a l k in g  a g a in ,  f a s t e r  a n d  m o r e  
u r g e n t ly  t h a n  b e fo r e .

“ H o w  m a n y  b e  t h e y ? ”  a  m a n  a s k e d .  
“ D u n n o ,”  s a id  S a n t a  F e ,  c a lm ly .  “ B o u t  

f i f ty  I  r e c k o n .  A n d  m o r e  c o m in g .”
“ O h , w h y  d o  t h e y ? ”  a  w o m a n  w a i le d .  

“ W e  a i n ’t  n e v e r  d o n e  n o th i n g  to  t h e m .”  
“ O th e r  w h i te s  h a s , ”  a n s w e r e d  S a n t a  F e  

d i s p a s s io n a te ly ,  “ N o w  w e  k in  p a y . ”
A  r i f le  b a n g e d  a g a in .  T h e  m e n  u n d e r  

th e  w a g o n s  lo o k e d  a r o u n d  n e r v o u s ly  t o  se e  
if  a n y th i n g  w a s  h i t .  T h e y  h a d  th e i r  r i f le s  
s tu c k  o u t  o v e r  t h e  d i r t  r a m p a r t ,  t h e  h e a v y  
h a m m e r s  p u l le d  b a c k  to  fu l l  c o c k . S o m e  
n e r v o u s ly  to o k  o ff th e  c a p s  to  m a k e  s u r e  
a g a in  t h a t  th e r e  w a s  p o w d e r  in  t h e  n ip p le s .

“ N o w  r e m e m b e r ,"  S a n t a  F e  w a s  u r g in g .  
“ K i l l  t h e  f r o n t  o n e s . I f  th e y  se e  ’e m  g o in g  
d o w n  t h e y ’ll s h e e r  o f f .”

SO M E B O D Y  t h r a s h e d  a r o u n d  a n d  
k ic k e d  o v e r  a  p a i l  o f  w a te r .  S a n ta  
F e  c u r s e d  h im  in  a  c a s u a l ,  f r i e n d h  

w a y .  E y e s  w e re  b ig  a n d  s t r a in e d ,  d a r k  
r i n g e d  in  p a le  f a c e s . W o m e n  b a c k  o f  th e  
w a g o n s  w h e r e  t h e y  c o u ld  n o t  s e e  th e  I n 
d i a n s  w e r e  a s k in g  q u e s t io n s ,  “ A re  th e y  
c o m i n g ? ”  . . . “ H o w  m a n y ? ”  . . . “ O h . 
m y  G o d ! ”

W i l b u r  s u d d e n ly  s a t  u p ,  b u m p e d  h is  h e a d  
o n  th e  lo w e re d  u a g o n  b o t t o m ,  a n d  b e g a n  
to  v o m i t .  “ I ’m  s i c k ,”  h e  g a s p e d  b e tw e e n  
t h e  r e t c h in g s ,  “ T h a t  m e a t  w a s  r o t t e n . ”  

“ T h a t ’s  a l l  r i g h t ,  W i l b u r , ”  S a n t a  F e  to ld  
h im ,  a lm o s t  f r i e n d ly ,  “ I  e t  s o m e th in g  r o t t e n  
m y s e l f  j e s t  a f o r e  m y  f i r s t  I n j u n  f i g h t . ”  

M a n y  H o r s e s  w a s  s t i l l  t a l k in g ,  y e ll in g  
n o w , s h a k in g  h is  r i f le  a n d  s t a n d i n g  u p  in  h is  
s t i r r u p s .  H e  w a s  w o r k in g  h im s e l f ,  a n d  h is  
w a r r i o r s  in t o  a  f r e n z y  to  k il l  a n d  k i l l  a n d  
k i l l .  S u d d e n ly  h e  w h ir l e d  h i s  p o n y  a n d  
l a u n c h e d  th e  lo n g  l in e  o f  y e l l in g  sa v a g e s  
s t r a i g h t  f o r  t h e  w a g o n s .

T h e  w a r  c r y  s h r i l l e d  o u t  r i s in g ,  fa l l in g ,  
s h u d d e r in g ,  h o r r ib le .  R if le s  b e g a n  b a n g in g :  
b u l l e t s  c a m e  thud, blunk thud, tkad  a g a in s t  
th e  w a g o n s .  W i t h  a  s o f t ,  a lm o s t  c a r e s s in g  
s w is h ,  a r r o w s  s l ip p e d  th r o u g h  th e  w a g o n  
c o v e r s .  A  m a n  b e g a n  s h o u t in g  “ O h !  O h ! 
O h ! ”  t r a i l i n g  o ff  i n to  n o th in g .  O n e  s a id ,  
“ E d ’s  h i t !  E d ’s  h i t !  M y  G o d ! ”  A  w o m a n , 
s t a n d in g  u p  to  lo a d  m o r e  r a p i d ly  w e n t 
d o w n , th e  f e a th e r e d  a r r o w  s t i c k in g  o u t  o f 
h e r  b o d y .

T h e  a c r i d  s m e ll  o f  b u r n in g  p o w d e r  h u n g  
u n d e r  t h e  w a g o n s .  M e n  c o u g h e d  a n d  
c u r s e d  a n d  s p a t .  T h e  s m e ll  o f  p o w d e r  
m ix e d  w i th  t h e  sm e ll o f  th e  s w e a t  o f  u n 
w a s h e d  b o d ie s ,  d u s t ,  a n d  th e  s ic k is h - s w e e t 
s m e ll  o f  b lo o d .  A  m a n  k e p t  o n  c o u g h in g ,  
c o u g h in g  a n d  m u t t e r in g .  “ O h !  O h ! ”  
H e  s to p p e d  c o u g h in g  a n d  b r e a t h e d  th r o u g h  
t h e  h o le  in  h i s  lu n g s .

S a n t a  F e  w a s  c u r s in g  s t e a d i ly ,  s t a n d in g  
u p r i g h t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  w a g o n s ,  
m u t t e r in g ,  “ R u n  o u t  o n  m e  w ill y e ? ”  t a l k 
in g  to  M a n y  H o r s e s  in  a  w h is p e r  h e  d id  n o t  
h e a r  h im s e l f .  “ C o m e  o n .  O h , c o m e . o n .  
J e s t  o n e  s h o t ,  y o u  o ld  d e v i l .”

30
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T h e  c h a r g in g  l in e  o f  y e l l in g  d e m o n s  o p e n 
e d  a n d  l e t  o ld  M a n y  H o r s e s  b a c k  th r o u g h .  
A  lo n g  c lo u d  o f  d u s t  d r i f t e d  u p ,  t h e  w h i te  
p o w d e r  s m o k e  h a n g in g  a lo n g  th e  e d g e s . 
S o m e  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  w e re  o u t r u n n i n g  th e  
r e s t .  T h e y  c a m e  o n  s h o u t in g  a n d  y e l l in g .  
T h e i r  f ie rc e  e y e s  s to o d  o u t .  A  b ig  b r u t e ,  
le a d in g  o n  a  r e d  h o r s e  th r e w  u p  h is  h a n d s  
a n d  to p p le d  b a c k w a r d  u n d e r  th e  o n c o m in g  
h o o fs .  A n o th e r  w e n t  d o w n  a n d  th e n  a n 
o th e r ,  r o l l in g  a n d  tw is t i n g  o n  th e  g r o u n d .  
T h e  th u n d e r in g  n o is e  o f  th e  r u n n i n g  h o r s e s ,  
t h e  w ild  y e l l s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  a n d  b a n g in g  
r i f le s  m a d e  a  h e l l is h  h u r r i c a n e  o f  n o is e .

“ T h e m  s h o t g u n s ! ”  y e l l e d  S a n t a  F e ,  
“ Q u ic k  n o w ! ”  A  w o m a n  h a n d e d  h im  o n e  
a n d  th e n  a n o t h e r  a n d  h e  s t a g g e r e d  f r o m  th e  
f ie rc e  k ic k  a s  t h e  g u n s  p o u r e d  th e  h a n d s f u l  
o f  b u c k s h o t  i n to  th e  c h a r g in g  l in e !

A  d i f f e r e n t  y e l l  c a m e , h ig h  a n d  s h r i l l .  
T h e  I n d i a n s  s h e e r e d  o ff o n  e i t h e r  s id e ,  f lo p 
p in g  o v e r  o n  th e i r  h o r s e s  o u t  o f  s ig h t ,  s h o o t 
in g  a c r o s s  t h e i r  n e c k s .  I n  a  t e r r i f y in g  r o a r  
th e y - s w e p t  p a s t ,  w h e e le d ,  a n d  l a s h e d  th e i r  
p o n ie s  b a c k  o u t  o f  r a n g e .  T h e y  s o o n  d i s 
a p p e a r e d  in  th e  g a p  in  t h e  h il ls .

P e o p le  b e g a n  t a lk in g  e x c i t e d ly .  " T h e y 'v e  
g o n e l  T h e y ’v e  g o n e !  W e  b e a t  ’e m  o ff. 
D id  y e  se e  m e  g i t  t h a t  o n e  o n  a  w h i te  h o r s e ?  
E d ’s g o t  i t  b a d .  E d ’s  d e a d . ”

S a n t a  F e  s t i l l  s t o o d  b y  th e  w a g o n , w a t c h 
in g  a n d  l i s t e n in g .  M a n y  H o r s e s  w a s  t a l k 
in g  a g a in ,  b e h in d  th e  r id g e  o u t  o f  s ig h t .  
A  h ig h ,  a n g r y ,  c o n te m p tu o u s  v o ic e . I t  
s t o p p e d  a f t e r  a w h ile .  T h e n  a  w o u n d e d  
h o r s e  b e g a n  to  s c r e a m . T h e  h o r s e  w a s  ly 
in g  o u t  in  f r o n t ,  s t r e t c h i n g  b a r e d  g r in n in g  
te e th  a w a y  u p  f r o m  th e  g r o u n d  a n d  s c r e a m 
in g  in  a g o n y .  “ O h ,”  s h u d d e r e d  A n n , 
“ T h a t ’s  a w f u l ! S o m e b o d y  d o  s o m e th in g !  ”

S a n ta  F e  to o k  c a r e f u l  a im  a n d  f i r e d .  T h e  
h o r s e  l a y  s t i l l .

W i t h  p o in t in g  f in g e rs  S a n t a  F e  w a s  
c o u n t in g .  “ T h r e e , ”  h e  s a id ,  “ W e  g o t  th r e e  
a n d  I  s a w  ’e m  s c o o p  u p  a n d  c a r r y  o ff tw o  
m o r e .”

E d  w a s  d e a d  a n d  th e  w o m a n  s h o t  fu l l  o f  
a r r o w s  w a s  d e a d .  T h e r e  w a s  n o th i n g  to  d o  
b u t  b u r y  th e m .  I t  b e g a n  to  s e e m  a s  if  t h a t  
w a s  a l l  t h e  e a r t h  w a s  fo r .

S a n t a  F e  w a s  s h a k in g  h is  h e a d  o v e r  th e  
m a n  b lu b b e r in g  th r o u g h  a  h o le  in  h is  lu n g s ,  
“ S lu g  o u t  o f  a  o ld  H u d s o n  B a y  f l i n t lo c k ,”

h e  s a id ,  s h r u g g e d  w i th  a n  a i r  o f  f i n a l i ty  a n d  
w a lk e d  o ff. H e  w a s  n o t  c a l lo u s — h e  h a d  
s e e n  to o  m a n y  g o  th e  s a m e  ro u te .

AF T E R  b u r y i n g  th e  d e a d  th e  p e o p le  
w e n t  l i s t le s s ly  a b o u t  t r y in g  to  

- s t r a ig h t e n  th in g s  o u t .  H o le s  u n d e r  
th e  w a g o n s  w e re  d e e p e n e d ,  e a c h  m a n  f ix in g  
h is  p la c e  m o r e  to  s u i t  h im . G u n s  w e re  
c le a n e d  a n d  r e lo a d e d .  P o w d e r  a n d  b a l l s  
c o u n te d  u p ,  r e d i s t r i b u t e d .  T h e  B a r k e r  c h i l 
d r e n  w e r e  g a th e r in g  u p  s p e n t  a rro w 's  a n d  
s t i c k in g  th e m  in  t h e  g r o u n d  in  s o m e  g a m e  
th e y  m a d e  u p .  S a n t a  F e  w a s  u p  o n  th e  
w a g o n  s e a t  a g a in ,  w a tc h in g  a n d  l i s t e n in g .  
W h a te v e r  a n y o n e  w a s  d o in g  th e y  s t o p p e d  
o f t e n  to  lo o k  lo n g  a n d  h o p e f u l ly  to  t h e  e a s t .  
M r .  H o w a r d  w e n t  u p  in  h is  w a g o n  to  p r a y .

A  g r o u p  o f  B la c k f e e t  r o d e  o v e r  t h e  c r e s t  
o f  th e  h i l l .  T h e y  s a t  t h e r e  o n  t h e i r  h o r s e s ,  
lo o k in g  d o w n  a t  t h e  w a g o n s  a n d  t a l k in g  to  
e a c h  o th e r .  T h e y  w e re  o u t  o f  r a n g e .  T h e  
p e o p le  b e g a n  n e r v o u s ly  to  g e t  r e a d y  fo r  a n 
o t h e r  r u s h  b u t  S a n t a  F e  s h o o k  h i s  h e a d .

“ T h e y  a i n ’t  c o m in g ,”  h e  s a id ,  “ N o t  y e t .  
T h e y ’r e  w a tc h in g  t h e i r  d e a d .  T h e y ’re  
a f e a r e d  w e ’ll s l ip  o u t  a n d  s c a lp  th e m  th r e e  
o u t  t h e r e . ”

“ W h e n  w ill th e y  c o m e ? ”  s o m e b o d y  
a s k e d .

“ A in ’t  n o  t e l l i n g ,”  r e p l ie d  S a n t a  F e .  
“ M e b b e  in  a  m i n u te  a n d  m e b b e  to m o r r o w ,  
o r  n e x t  d a y . ”  H e  w e n t  o n  th o u g h t f u l ly ,  “ I  
k i n d a  w is h t  t h e y  w a s  in  a  h u r r y .  B u t  th e y  
s e e m  to  f ig u re  t h e y  g o t p l e n t y  t i m e .”

T h e  p e o p le  lo o k e d  a g a in  to  th e  e a s t ,  p r a y 
in g  f o r  A s a  a n d  th e  C h e y e n n e s .

“ H e y ! ”  a  m a n  e x c la im e d ,  “ T h a t  I n j u n  
h a s  m o v e d !  T h e  d e a d  o n e  o u t  t h e r e  to  th e  
l e f t . ”  T h e  m a n  w e n t  o n  e x c i t e d ly ,  “ H e  w a s  
la y in g  r i g h t  in  f r o n t  o f  t h a t  b ig  s a g e  a n d  
n o w  h e ’s  h a l f  w a y  in to  th e  o t h e r  c lu m p .”  

T h e  j ie o p le  h u r r i e d  to  lo o k .  T h e  I n d i a n  
l a y  o n  h i s  fa c e ,  o v e r  a c r o s s  t h e  b r o o k ,  o n ly  
h is  b u c k s k in  le g g in g s  a n d  m o c c a s in s  s t i c k 
in g  o u t  o f  th e  b r u s h .  T h e r e  w a s  a  s t r i p  o f  
b r i g h t  r e d  c lo th  d o w n  th e  o u t e r  s e a m s  o f  
t h e  le g g in g s .

T h e  im m i g r a n t s  b e g a n  a r g u in g .  S o m e  
w e re  c e r t a in  t h e y  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  t h e  I n 
d ia n  h a d  b e e n  ly in g  o n  h i s  b a c k  in  f r o n t  
o f  t h e  t a l l  b u s h .  O th e r s  w e re  c e r t a in  h e  h a d  
a lw a y s  b e e n  w h e r e  h e  w a s  n o w . O n e  m a n
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c la im e d  h e  s h o t  h im  a n d  s a w  h im  fa l l  o n  
h is  h e a d  r i g h t  th e r e .  T h e y  w a tc h e d  in 
t e n t ly ,  b u t  c o u ld  d e t e c t  n o  m o v e m e n t .

“ 1 te l l  y o u  h e  h a s  m o v e d ,”  th e  f i r s t  m a n  
in s is t e d .

‘‘B e t t e r  m a k e  s a r t i n , ”  S a n ta  F e  a d v is e d .  
“ F in i s h  h i m .”

T h e  m a n  to o k  a  c a r e f u l  a n d  le i s u r e ly  
s ig h t  a c ro s s  a  w a g o n  w h e e l.  T h e n  h e  s e t 
t l e d  h im s e l f  m o r e  e a s i ly  o n  h is  f e e t  a n d  
lo o k e d  th r o u g h  th e  s ig h ts  a g a in .  T h e  I n 
d ia n  w a s  n o t  th e r e !

T h e  p e o p le  b r o k e  o u t  in to  a  c la m o r  o f 
a d v ic e ,  “ W h y  d i d n ’t  y e  s h o o t?  S h o o t in to  
th e  b u s h e s .  S h o o t  q u ic k !  ’’

T h e r e  w a s  a  f la s h  o f  b r o n z e  a n d  r e d  a n d  
th e  I n d i a n  ro l le d  o u t  o f  th e  b u s h e s  a n d  
d o w n  in to  th e  b r o o k ,  o u t  o f  s ig h t  u n d e r  th e  
b a n k .

T h e  I n d i a n s  o n  th e  h il l  s e t  u p  a  y e ll o f  
ju b i l a t i o n  a n d  b a n g e d  a w a y  w i th  t h e i r  o ld  
f l in t lo c k s .  T h e i r  h o r s e s  r e a r e d  a n d  p lu n g e d  
a s  t h e y  y e lle d  th e i r  d e r i s io n .

T h e  m a n  c a r e f u l ly  a n d  a c c u r a t e ly  sh o t 
in to  th e  tw o  d e a d  I n d ia n s  le f t  o u t  in  f r o n t .  
T h e  h o s t i l e s  o n  th e  h il l  b r o k e  in to  a  w ild  
c la m o r  o f  h a t r e d .  W i t h  k n iv e s  g le a m in g  in  
th e  s u n  th e y  w e n t  t h r o u g h  a  p a n to m im e  o f 
s c a lp in g  a n d  d is e m b o w e lin g .  T h e  p e o p le  
s to p p e d  lo o k in g  a t  th e m .

T h e  s u n  d ip p e d  to  f a r  o ff w e s te r n  h il ls ,  
a  d is k  o f  r e d  f i r e  t h a t  p u s h e d  p u r p l e  s h a d 
o w s  o u t  f r o m  th e  s lo p e s .  T h e  p a g e a n t r y  o f 
th e  s u n s e t  s w e p t  u p  t h e  w h i te  p e a k s  o f  th e  
W in d  R iv e r  R a n g e ,  s o f te n in g  t h e i r  g l i t t e r 
in g  s n o w s  to  p in k  a n d  ro s e . A w a y  o ff t o  th e  
s o u th  a  c o y o te  c h o r u s  b r o k e  o u t ,  t h e  s h r i l l ,  
d i s c o n te n t e d  y a p p in g  s h im m e r in g  th r o u g h  
th e  s t i l l  e v e n in g .

“ B e t t e r  e a t  w h a t  y e  g o t , ”  s a id  S a n t a  F e . 
“ C a n ’t  h a v e  n o  f ire  a f t e r  d a r k . ”

T H E R E  w a s  b u t '  l i t t l e  fo o d .  T h e y  
c o o k e d  a n d  a t e  th e  s c a n t y  m e a l .  A n 
o th e r  d a y  w o u ld  s e e  th e  e n d .  S u p 

p e r  o v e r ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o th i n g  m o r e  to  d o . 
N o th in g  b u t  s i t  a n d  w a i t .  S o m e  d r e a m e d  
o f  h a p p in e s s  a n d  w e l l - f e d  d a y s .  S o m e  
ta lk e d .  T a l k e d  in  lo w  to n e s  o f  t h e  g o o d  
t im e s  t h e y  h a d  s e e n  in  d a y s  t h a t  w e re  a g e s  
a w a y .  F r e q u e n t ly  t h e y  a s k e d  S a n t a  F e ,  
o v e r  a n d  o v e r ,  a s  to  w h a t  h e  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  
t h e i r  c h a n c e s .  B u t  S a n ta  F e  h a d  n o th i n g

n e w  to  o ffe r . I f  o n ly  A s a  c o u ld  r e a c h  
T h u n d e r h a w k  a n d  p e r s u a d e  h im  to  r e t u r n !  
A n d  if  t h e y  o n ly  w o u ld  in  t im e .  I n  
th e  d u s k  th e y  c o u ld  se e  th e  I n d i a n s  o n  th e  
b ro w  o f  t h e  h i l l .

A n o th e r  n ig h t  o f  d r e a d  c a m e  s t e a l i n g  
d o w n . M e n  w e re  s e n t  a  l i t t l e  w a y  o u t  f r o m  
th e  w a g o n s  to  lie  in  t h e  s a g e  a n d  l i s t e n  a n d  
w a tc h .  T h e  p e o p le  s a t  a r o u n d ,  b l a n k e t  
w r a p p e d  in  th e  c o ld  n ig h t  a i r .  S o m e  d o z e d  
a n d  n o d d e d  a n d  s l e p t  a  l i t t l e ,  n e r v o u s  a n d  
f r e t f u l .

A n n  s p o k e  to  S a n ta  F e ,  “ T h e s e  B la c k f e e t  
d o n ’t  s e e m  l ik e  t h e  C h e y e n n e .  T h e y  w e re  
f in e .”

S a n t a  F e  s h r u g g e d ,  “ I f  t h e y  w a s  h o s t i l e , ” 
h e  t o ld  h e r ,  “ y o u ’d  th i n k  th e y  w a s  w o r s e .”

T h e n ,  w i th  g e n e r o s i ty  a n d  f a i r n e s s  u n u 
s u a l  fo r  th e  t im e  a n d  p la c e ,  h e  w e n t  o n , 
“ I f  y e  w a s  to  se e  t h e  B la c k f e e t  a t  p e a c e  
a n d  f r i e n d ly  t h e y  w o u ld n ’t  s e e m  so  b a d .  
T r o u b le  is , th e m  d e v i l s  a i n ’t  n e v e r  f r i e n d ly .  
S t i l l ,  I  a g r e e  w i th  y e , t h e  C h e y e n n e  is th e  
b e t t e r  p e o p le .  B u t  if th e y  e v e r  t u r n  h o s 
t i le ,  l i f e  o n  th i s  t r a i l  is  g o in g  to  b e  a  p r o b 
le m .”

.  A t  l e n g t h  S a n t a  F e  to ld  t h e  p e o p le  to  
k e e p  s t i l l  a n d  h e  c l im b e d  u p  o n  th e  w a g o n  
s e a t  to  l i s t e n .  S t i l l ,  c o ld  h o u r s  p a s s e d ,  
w a tc h in g  th e  s t a r s  a n d  l i s t e n in g .  M a n y  o f 
th e  p e o p le ,  w o r n  o u t  a n d  in  r e a c t io n  f ro m  
th e  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  th e  a f t e r n o o n  h a d  fo u n d  
r e l ie f  in  s le e p .

T h e  w o u n d e d  m a n  h a d  s to p p e d  b r e a t h 
in g  th r o u g h  th e  h o le  in  h is  c h e s t .  T h e  c u r i 
o u s ,  g u r g l in g  n o is e  h a d  g o n e  o n  a n d  o n  u n 
t i l  i t s  a c c e p ta n c e  h a d  b e c o m e  s u b c o n s c io u s  
a n d  p e o p le  c e a s e d  to  l i s t e n  to  i t .  I t  w a s  
S a n ta  F e  w h o  f i r s t  r e a l iz e d  t h a t  t h e  n o is e  
h a d  s to p p e d .  H e  c a m e  s i l e n t ly  d o w n  f ro m  
th e  w a g o n  s e a t ,  s h o o k  M r .  H o w a r d  a w a k e  
a n d  w h is p e r e d  to  h im .

M r .  H o w a r d  w a s  g o n e  a  fe w  m in u te s  th e n  
c a m e  b a c k  to  S a n ta  F e ,  w h is p e r in g ,  “ H e ’s 
g o n e .”

“ W e l l , ”  s a id  S a n t a  F e ,  “ H e  d i d n ’t  h a v e  
n o  c h a n c e l .  G o o d  th i n g  h e  a i n ’t  g o t  n o  
f a m i ly .”

T h e n  S a n t a  F e  c lu t c h e d  M r .  H o w a r d ’* 
a r m  a n d  w h is p e r e d ,  t e n s e ly ,  “ L o o k ! ”  a n d  
p o in t e d .  T h e y  s t e p p e d  o v e r  to  th e  w a g o n s  
a n d  s a w  a  g r o w in g  l i g h t ,  d o w n  to  t h e  le f t ,  
in  t h e  c r e e k  b o t t o m .  T h e  p la c e  w a s  w i th in
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e a s y  r i f le  r a n g e  b u t  th e  f i r e  w a s  h id d e n  
u n d e r  t h e  b a n k .  I t  w a s  n o t  m u c h  o f  a  f ire  
b u t  g lo w  e n o u g h  c a m e  u p  to  m a k e  a  l i t t l e  
c i r c le  o f  l i g h t  o n  t h e  o th e r  b a n k  a n d  b r in g  
o u t  i n  c le a r  r e l ie f  t h e  g r a y  b u s h e s  o f  s a g e .

“ C o u ld  o n e  o f  th e  m e n  h a v e  b u i l t  a  f ire  
t h e r e ? ”  a s k e d  M r .  H o w a r d  a n d  a n s w e re d  
h im s e l f ,  “ H e  w o u ld n ’t  b e  so  fo o l i s h .”

S a n t a  F e  w a s  s h a k in g  h is  h e a d ,  “ I n j u n s , ”  
h e  s a id  b r ie f ly .  “ T h a r ’s  d e v i lm e n t  c o m in g . 
G i t  t h e  p e o p le  a w a k e .”

M r .  H o w a r d  w e n t  a lo n g ,  s h a k i n g  th e  p e o 
p le  a w a k e .  S a n ta  F e  b e g a n  lo o k in g  to  h is  
w a t e r  b u c k e t s .  I c e  h a d  f o r m e d  a g a in .  
“ G i t  i n  c lo s e  t o  t h e  w a g o n s ,”  h e  o rd e r e d ,  
“ a n d  s t a y  t h e r e . ”

“ W h a t  is  i t ?  W h a t  t h e y  d o in g  n o w ? ”  
a n x io u s  q u e s t io n s  r a n  a r o u n d  th e  w a g o n s .

M r s .  H o w a r d  w a s  w a il in g ,  “ I  j e s t  c a n ’t  
s t a n d  i t .  I  c a n ’t s t a n d  i t  n o  lo n g e r .”

T o  th e  d r e a r y  s p i r i t s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  th i s  
s e e m e d  a  q u i t e  n a tu r a l  s t a t e m e n t  a n d  o th e r s  
jo in e d  in ,  “ I t ’s  t e r r i b l e . ”

B u t  o ld  S a n t a  F 6  s n i c k e r e d  a  l i t t l e ,  
“ M e b b e s o  y e ’ll  h a v e  to  s t a n d  i t , ”  h e  to ld  
h e r .

T h e  l i t t l e  B a r k e r  g ir l  s u d d e n ly  p o in t e d ,  
e x c la im in g  in  c h i ld i s h  d e l ig h t ,  “ O o h , lo o k !  
P r e t t y ,  p r e t t y . ”

F R O M  d o w n  u n d e r  th e  b a n k  w h e re  th e  
f i re  b u r n e d  a  l i t t l e  b a l l  o f  f la m e  ro s e  
u p ,  b e n t  g r a c e f u l ly  o v e r  a n d  l a n d e d  

“ p lo p ”  in  a  w a g o n  c o v e r .  T h e  f i r e  o n  th e  
a r r o w  l i c k e d  u p  th e  s id e  o f  th e  w a g o n  c o v e r  
in  a  w a v e r in g  r e d  to n g u e .  I t  g a v e  j u s t  
e n o u g h  l ig h t  to  b r i n g  o u t  th e  p a l in g  fa c e s  
a n d  s t a r t l e d  e y e s  o f  th e  p e o p le .  F o r  a n  in 
s t a n t ,  f a s c in a t e d ,  t h e y  w a tc h e d  th e  to n g u e  
o f  f la m e  c a tc h  th e  w a g o n  c o v e r  a n d  s t r e a m  
u p w a r d .

S a n ta  F e  s p r a n g  u p  o n  a  w h e e l  a n d  
s l a p p e d  th e  f i re  o u t  w ith  h is  h a t .  H e  
la u g h e d ,  w i th o u t  m i r t h ,  “ T h i n k  i t ’s  p u r t y ,  
d o  y e ? ”

A n  in s t a n t  l a t e r  th e  a i r  w a s  fu l l  o f  b u r n 
in g  a r r o w s .  L ik e  f i r e w o rk s  o n  a  h o l id a y  
th e y  ro s e  u p  a n d  d r o p p e d  o v e r  in  g r a c e f u l  
c u rv e s .  S o m e  fe l l  in s id e  t h e  c i r c le ,  s o m e  
o u ts id e ,  b u t  m a n y  fo u n d  t h e i r  m a r k  in  th e  
d r i e d - o u t  c a n v a s  c o v e r s  a n d  w o o d w o rk  o f  
t h e  w a g o n s .

S a n t a  F 6  w a s  t a lk in g  a n x io u s ly ,  “ G i t  b u s y

w i th  t h e  w a te r  b u t  d o n ’t  u se  n o  m o r e ’n  y e  
h a v e  t o .  T h e  r e s t  o f  y e  g i t  th e  s tu f f  o u t  
t h e  w a g o n s .  H  u r r y ! ”

T h e  p e o p le  s p r a n g  to  t h e i r  w o r k .  S o m e  
w o r k in g  d e s p e r a t e l y  to  q u e n c h  t h e  f la m e s , 
o th e r s  p u l l in g  u p  th e  w a g o n  c o v e r s  a n d  
d u m p i n g  th in g s  o v e r  t h e  s id e .  W o m e n  
g a th e r e d  t h e  s tu f f  u p  a n d  w e r e  p i l in g  i t  in  
t h e  c e n te r .  O n e  m a n  w a s  t r y i n g  to  g e t a  
b e d s t e a d  o u t  o f  a  w a g o n  a n d  S a n t a  F e  
y e l l e d  a t  h im ,  a n g r i ly ,  “ L e a v e  t h a t !  G i t  
y e r  p o w d e r  a n d  b a l l s  a n d  fo o d  a n d  b l a n 
k e t s . ”

T o  th e  w o m e n  h e  g a v e  h u r r i e d  d i r e c t i o n s  
to  p i l e  t h e  s tu f f  in  a  c i r c le  in s id e  t h e  w a g 
o n s ,  m a k in g  a  l i t t l e  b r e a s tw o r k  j u s t  l a r g e  
e n o u g h  to  c o n ta i n  t h e  p e o p le .

I n  f r a n t i c  h a s t e ,  w i th  s h o u t s  o f  f e a r  a n d  
c a l l s  fo r  h e lp  t h e y  f o u g h t  th e  f i r e s .  T h e  
H o w a r d  w a g o n  w a s  b u r n i n g  b r i s k ly  n o w . 
T h e  c o v e r  h a d  g o n e  u p  in  a  g r e a t  p u f f  o f 
f la m e  a n d  s m o k e .  T h e  w a g o n  b o x  a n d  th e  
f u r n i tu r e  in s id e  w e re  o n  f ire .

“ W a te r !  W a t e r  h e r e ! ”  c a l le d  M r .  H o w 
a r d .  N o  w a te r  c a m e .  M e n  c a l l e d  to  e a c h  
o th e r .  “ B r in g  th e  w a te r !  B r in g  th e  w a 
t e r ! ”  o n ly  to  b e  a n s w e r e d ,  “ I  a i n ’t  g o t  n o n e .  
T h e y  a i n ’t  n o  m o r e !  ”

O n e  m a n  g r a b b e d  s e v e r a l  b u c k e t s  a n d  
s t a r t e d  to  c l im b  th r o u g h  t h e  w a g o n s  to  g o  
to  th e  c r e e k  to  b e  g r a b b e d  a n d  p u l le d  b a c k  
b y  S a n t a  F e ,  y e l l in g  a t  h im , “ D o n ’t  y e . 
T h e y ’r e  j e s t  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h a t . ”

O th e r  w a g o n s  w e r e  in  f la m e s .  I n  th e  
w ild , f l ic k e r in g  l i g h t  f r o m  th e  b u r n i n g  t r a i n s  
th e  p e o p le  lo o k e d  b la c k  a n d  g r o t e s q u e ,  l ik e  
d e v i l s  a t  w o rk  in  h e l l .  M e n  g r a b b e d  w h e e ls  
a n d  t r i e d  d e s p e r a te ly  to  m o v e  th e  w a g o n s  
a p a r t .  T h e  w h e e ls  w e re  s u n k  to o  d e e p  a n d  
b u r i e d  in  th e  b a n k e d  u p  e a r t h .  T h e  c r a c k 
l in g  f la m e s  s h o t  s k y w a r d ,  t h e  f i re  r u n n in g  
a lo n g  f ro m  w a g o n  to  w a g o n . T h e  w h o le  
la n d s c a p e  w a s  l i g h te d  u p  a s  th e  r o a r in g  
f la m e s  l i c k e d  u p  th e  w o o d w o rk .  F a in t e d  
f u r n i t u r e  s e n t  a  c lo u d  o f  b la c k  s m o k e  d r i f t 
in g  e a s t w a r d .  T h e  h e a t  f o r c e d  th e  p e o p le  
b a c k  a n d  S a n ta  F e  a n d  M r .  H o w a r d  w e re  
ju m p in g  a r o u n d ,  g e t t i n g  th e m  d o w n  in s id e  
t h e  l i t t l e  b r e a s tw o r k .  T h e  h e a t  w a s  in te n s e .  
T h e  p e o p le  l a y  o n  t h e i r  f a c e s , s h ie ld in g  
th e m  f r o m  th e  b il lo w s  o f  f la m e  t h a t  r o a r e d  
a b o v e  th e m .  B la n k e t s  a n d  c lo th e s  in  th e  
b r e a s tw o r k  b e g a n  to  s m o k e  a n d  fill th e  a i r
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w ith  t h e  a c r i d  sm e ll o f  b u r n i n g  w o o l.
T h e  f i r e  a r r o w s  h a d  c e a s e d  a n d  t h e  I n 

d i a n s  w e re  y e l l in g  a n d  j e e r in g  in  s a v a g e  
d e l ig h t .  T h e r e  s e e m e d  to  b e  a  c o n s id e r a b l e  
b o d y  o f  th e m  u p  o n  th e  b r o w  o f  t h e  h i l l .  
S o m e t im e s  a  g u n  b a n g e d  b u t  th e  d i s ta n c e  
w a s  to o  g r e a t .

I n  c o w e r in g  f e a r  th e  p e o p le  h u g g e d  th e  
e a r t h .  I n  f la m e  a n d  s m o k e  a n d  th e  s a v a g e  
y e ll s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  i t  s e e m e d  t h a t  t h e  e n d  
o f  t h e  w o r ld  h a d  c o m e .

T h e  w a g o n s  b e g a n  to  fa l l  a p a r t ,  s e n d in g  
u p  s h o w e r s  o f  r o s y  s p a r k s .  T a b le s ,  c h a i r s ,  
b e d s ,  a l l  o n  f ire , fe ll h e l t e r  s k e l t e r .  W o m e n  
c r ie d  a s  th e y  s a w  th e  l a s t  o f  t h e i r  h o u s e h o ld  
g o o d s  g o in g  u p  in  s m o k e .

T H E  a r e s  w e re  b u r n i n g  d o w n , o n ly  
a n  o c c a s io n a l  f la m e  f l ic k e r in g  h e r e  
a n d  th e r e .  T h e  w id e  c i r c le  o f  s a g e  

d i a l  h a d  b e e n  p la in  a s  d a y  s h r a n k ,  a n d  th e y  
c o u ld  s e e  b u t  l i t t l e  b e y o n d  w h e re  th e  w a g 
o n s  h a d  s to o d .  T h e  p i t s  u n d e r  t h e  w a g o n s  
w e re  n o w  f i lle d  w i th  b e d s  o f  c o a ls .  L i t t l e  
f u g i t iv e  f la m e s  s o m e t im e s  s h o t  u p  f o r  a  m in 
u te ,  t in g e d  w i th  g r e e n  a n d  r e d d i s h  l ig h ts .  
T h e  s t i n k  o f  b u r n i n g  w o o l h u n g  o v e r  th e  
p la c e .  O n e  r o c k in g  c h a i r  h a d  b e e n  p i t c h e d  
a  s a f e  d i s t a n c e  w h e n  a  w a g o n  c o l la p s e d .  
T h e  c h a i r  h a d  la n d e d  u p r i g h t ,  o n  i t s  r o c k 
e r s ,  a n d  n o w  s a t  t h e r e  in  t h e  f a d in g  l ig h t ,  
a  m o c k in g  r e m in d e r  o f  t h e  h o m e s  th e y  h a d  
p la n n e d .

S a n ta  F e  h a d  c a l le d  th e  g u a r d s  in  w h e n  
th e  w a g o n s  h a d  f i r s t  c a u g h t  f ire . H e  s e n t  
th e m  o u t  a g a in  n o w . T h e  p e o p le  in  th e  
l i t t l e  f o r t  o f  b l a n k e t  r o l ls ,  c a r p e t  b a g s ,  lo o s e  
p ile s  o f  c lo th e s  a n d  o d d s  a n d  e n d s  w e re  
c o w e r in g  d u m b  a n d  h o r r i f i e d .  E v e n  h o p e  
i t s e l f  w a s  g o n e  n o w .

R e le n t le s s ly ,  a  n e w  d a y  c r e p t  u p  a c r o s s  
t h e  d r e a r y  w o r ld .  T h e  w h i te  p e a k s  o f sn o w  
t u r n e d  ro s y  r e d ,  lo v e ly - b e y o n d  w o rd s .  T h e  
g ro w in g  l i g h t  c r e p t  d o w n  th e  m i g h ty  f la n k s  
o f  t h e  m o u n t a in s  a n d  f lo o d e d  th e  g r a y  
w a s te s .  M o r n in g  s e e m e d  u n r e a l ,  u n n e c e s 
s a r y ,  a s  i f  t h e y  w e re  t h r o u g h  w i th  a l l  th a t !

S a n ta  F e ,  in  a n x io u s  h a s t e ,  h a d  p u t  t h e  
p e o p le  t o  w o r k .  “ G i t  w h a t  s h o v e ls  t h e y  is 
a n d  d ig  o u t  in s id e  h e r , ”  h e  u r g e d .  “ B a n k  
th e  d i r t  u p  o n  th e  o u ts id e .  H u r r y ! ”

T h e  m e n  w e n t  l i s t le s s ly  to  w o rk . I t  
s e e m e d  u s e le s s .  T h e  l a s t  o f  th e  fo o d ,  a  l i t 

t l e  c o m m e a l ,  m a d e  a  t h i n  g r u e l ,  a  fe w  s w a l
lo w s  fo r  e a c h .  A r g u m e n t s  a n d  s a d  p r o 
t e s t a t i o n s  b e g a n  t o  b e  h e a r d .  W o m e n  u r g 
in g  t h e  m e n  to  t a k e  t h e i r  s h a r e ,  a n d  m e n  
p r o t e s t i n g  th e y  w e r e n ’t  h u n g r y  in  t h e  le a s t .

T h e r e  w e r e  n o  I n d i a n s  in  s i g h t  n o w . 
E v e n  th e  tw o  d e a d  o n e s  o u t  in  f r o n t  h a d  
b e e n  r e m o v e d  in  th e  n ig h t .  A s id e  f r o m  th e  
l i t t l e  b a n d  o f  e m i g r a n t s  c r o u c h in g  in  t h e  
p i t i f u l  m a k e s h i f t  f o r t  th e r e  w a s  n o t  a  l iv in g  
th i n g  in  s i g h t .  I t  s e e m e d  u n r e a l .  T h e r e  
w a s  n o  a p p a r e n t  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e y  s h o u ld  
n o t  w a lk  o u t  a n d  g o  w h e r e v e r  t h e y  p le a s e d .

J u s t  a f t e r  s u n r i s e  M r .  H o w a r d  g o t  th e m  
a b o u t  h im ,  r e a d  a  c h a p t e r  f r o m  th e  B ib le  
a n d  p r a y e d  lo n g  a n d  e a r n e s t l y .  I t  s e e m e d  
to  c h e e r  th e m  u p ,  to  b r in g  b a c k  a  l i t t l e  
h o p e .  S u r e ly  t h e i r  G o d  w o u ld  n o t  a b a n d o n  
th e m . F a c e s  w e re  a g a in  t u r n e d  h o p e f u l ly  
to  th e  e m p t y  e a s t .

S o m e  b e g a n  c o m p la in in g ,  q u e r u lo u s ly .
“ W h y  d o n ’t  A s a  c o m e ?  H e ’s  h a d  p le n t y  

t im e .  T h a t  a i n ’t  n o  w a y  to  d o ;  g o  o ff  a n d  
le a v e  u s  to  d i e .”

O ld  S a n t a  F e  s n a r l e d ,  b i t t e r l y ,  “ W h o  
k ic k e d  h im  o u t?  Y e  m a k e  m e  s i c k . ”  T h e y  
w e re  q u i e t  a f t e r  t h a t .

T h e  m e n  b e g a n  p o in t in g  a n d  w o m e n  
w h im p e r e d .  A  lo n g  s t r i n g  o f  I n d i a n s  w a s  
f i l in g  o u t  o n to  th e  f l a t  a g a in .  T h e  g r a y 
h a i r e d  M a n y  H o r s e s  r o d e  a  l i t t l e  w a y  u p  
th e  h i l l ,  t u r n e d  h i s  p o n y  to  f a c e  t h e  w a r 
r io r s  a n d  b e g a n  t a lk in g .  T h e  d e e p ,  r o l l in g  
g u t t u r a l s  c a m e  d o w n  to  t h e  p e o p le  a s  t h e y  
w a tc h e d  h im ,  f a c e s  w h i te  a n d  f e a r f u l .

“ G i t  r e a d y ,”  S a n t a  F e  s p o k e  q u i t e  
c a lm ly ,  “ T h e y ’r e  c o m i n g ! ”

T h e  o ld  c h ie f  w a s  t a l k in g  n o w  in  s h o r t  
s e n te n c e s ,  a n g r y  a n d  c o n te m p tu o u s ,  p a u s in g  
o c c a s io n a l ly ,  t h e n  b e g in n in g  a g a in .  I n  th e  
p a u s e s  s h r i l l  y e l l s  w e n t  u p  f r o m  th e  I n 
d ia n s .

T h e y  h a d  s p r e a d  o u t  in  a  lo n g  l in e ,  f a c 
in g  th e  im m ig r a n t s .  T h e  f r e s h  m o r n in g  s u n  
s h o n e  o n  p r a n c i n g  p o n ie s  a n d  f l a u n t in g  
e a g le  f e a th e r s .

I n  a  q u a v e r i n g  v o ic e , t h e n  g a in in g  
s t r e n g t h  M r .  H o w a r d  b e g a n  to  s in g . A n n  
c o u g h e d ,  s a n g  a  fe w  w o rd s ,  c o u g h e d  a g a in  
a n d  t h e n  h e r  c le a r  y o u n g  v o ic e  ro s e  in  c o n 
f id e n t  b e a u ty .  O th e r s  j o i n e d  in ,  s in g in g  th e  
n e w  h y m n  th e y  h a d  b r o u g h t  w e s t  w i th  
th e m .



44 W E S T

Nearer my God to Thee,
Nearer to Thee.

V o ic e s  f a l t e r e d ,  c h o k e d ,  f a i le d  a n d  b e g a n  
a g a in .  I n  g a th e r in g  s t r e n g th  t h e y  s a n g  th e  
h y m n ,  so  h o p e le s s  o f  t h i s  l i f e ,  s o  s e r e n e ly  
c o n f id e n t  o f  th e  l i f e  to  c o m e . I t  w a s  th e i r  
fa re w e l l  to  l i fe .  L ik e  a  w h i te  d o v e  A n n ’s  
s w e e t  v o ic e  s o a r e d  u p w a r d .

Sun, moon and stars jorgot 
Upward /  fly:

Still all my song shall be 
Nearer my God to Thee.

O ld  M a n y  H o r s e s  s t o p p e d  ta lk in g .  T h e  
lo n g  l in e  o f  s a v a g e  w a r r i o r s  s a t  s i le n t ,  
l i s t e n in g .  T h e y  e v e n  s e e m e d  to  h a v e  a n  
a t t i t u d e  o f  r e s p e c t .

U n m o v e d  b y  th e  h y m n ,  S a n t a  F e ’s  f ie rc e  
o ld  e y e s  w e re  o n  h is  w o rk .

“ T h e y  th i n k  w e ’re  s in g in g  o u r  d e a th  
s o n g ,”  h e  s a id .  “ T h e y ’ll g iv e  u s  t im e  fo r  
t h a t . ”  T h e n ,  b i t t e r l y ,  “ Y a h ,  t h e y ’re  
p lu m b  p o l i t e  t h a t a w a y .  S in g  i t  a g a in .”

C h a p t e r  V I I I

THUNDER ON TH E PLAINS

A M A N  p o k e d  S a n t a  F e ,  “ L o o k ! ”  h e  
s a id  e x c i t e d ly .  S a n t a  F e  s c re w e d  
a r o u n d  to  lo o k  o ff to  t h e  s o u th e a s t .  

A n o th e r  m a n  s p o k e ,  “ L o o k  t h a r !  W h a t ’s 
h e  d o in g ? ”  a n d  p o in t e d  to  t h e  n o r t h .  O n  
a  h il l  u p  b e y o n d  th e  h o s t i l e s  a n  I n d i a n  w a s  
r i d in g  h is  p o n y  in  c ir c le s .  S a n ta  F e  g a v e  a  
b r ie f  g la n c e  a t  th e  I n d i a n  o n  th e  h i l l ,  m u t 
te r e d ,  “ B la c k f o o t  s c o u t  s ig n a l in g .  H e ’s 
s e e n  s o m e th in g ,”  th e n  t u r n e d  a g a in  to  
s t a r e  i n t e n t l y  a t  th e  s o u t h e a s t .

A  f ig u re  o n  h o r s e b a c k  w a s  s t a n d in g  m o 
t io n le s s  o n  a  s h a r p - p o in t e d  b u t t e .  T h e  
f ig u re  d id  n o t  s e e m  m u c h  c o n c e r n e d — j u s t  
s a t  h i s  s t i l l  h o r s e  a n d  lo o k e d .

S a n t a  F e  g o t  h is  h a n d s  o v e r  h is  e y e s  a n d  
s t a r e d .  T h e  s u n  w a s  s t i l l  so  lo w  a n d  so  c lo s e  
to  t h e  f ig u re  it  w a s  d if f ic u l t  to  m a k e  o u t  
a n y th i n g  b u t  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  m a n  o n  h o r s e 
b a c k .

S u d d e n ly  S a n t a  F e  w a s  o n  h is  f e e t ,  d a n c 
in g  a n d  y e ll in g .  Y e l l in g ,  “ I t ’s  A sa !  I t ’s 
A s a !  I  k n o w e d  h e ’d  c o m e . I  k n o w e d  i t . ”

T h e  p e o p le  b r o k e  in t o  c h e e r in g ,  y e l l in g  
a n d  c a l l in g  a n d  t e l l in g  e a c h  o th e r  o v e r  a n d  
o v e r ,  “ I t ’s  A s a !  I t ’s  A s a !  L o o k .  A s a  h a s  
c o m e !  ”

A s a  s h o o k  h is  r i f le  a b o v e  h i s  h e a d  a n d  
y e l l e d  in  g r e e t in g .  T h e n  s lo w ly  b e g a n  w a lk 
in g  th e  b u c k s k in  h o r s e  d o w n  th e  h i l l  a n d  
a c r o s s  to  t h e  n o r t h  o n to  a n o t h e r  r id g e .  H i s  
h o r s e  w a s  p l a in ly  w o rn  o u t .

S lo w ly  th e  p e o p le  b e g a n  to  g r a s p  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  A s a  w a s  a lo n e .  T h e y  s to p p e d  
c h e e r in g  a n d  t h e i r  h y s t e r i c a l  r e l ie f  g a v e  
w a y  to  b i t t e r  d i s a p p o in t m e n t .  M o s t  o f  th e m  
s lu m p e d  d o w n , s i t t i n g  o n  th e  b r e a s tw o r k ,  
h o ld in g  t h e i r  f a c e s  in  th e i r  h a n d s  o r  lo o k in g  
m i s e r a b ly  a t  e a c h  o th e r .  T w o  o r  th r e e  r e 
m a in e d  b e s id e  th e  n o w  s i le n t  S a n t a  F e ,  
w a tc h in g  A s a  r i d in g  n o n c h a la n t ly  a lo n g ,  u p  
th e  lo n g  lo w  r id g e .

“ W h a t ’s  h e  d o in g ? ”  s o m e b o d y  a s k e d .  
“ W h e r e 's  h e  g o in g ?  W h y  d o n ’t  h e  c o m e  
h e r e ?  W h y  d i d n ’t  h e  b r in g  th e  C h e y e n n e s ? ”

A n n  tw i t c h e d  S a n t a  F e ’s  s le e v e  a n d  
w h is p e r e d  to  h im  b u t  h e  c o n t in u e d  to  w a tc h  
A sa . O c c a s io n a l ly  h e  t u r n e d  h i s  h e a d  to  
lo o k  a t  t h e  B la c k f e e t .  A n n  p u l l e d  a t  h is  
a r m ,  w h is p e r in g ,  “ S a n t a  F e .  S a n t a  F e , ”  
u n t i l  h e  t u r n e d  to  h e r ,  b l a n k l y ,  h is  m in d  
s t i l l  g r a p p l in g  w ith  s o m e  p r o b le m  c o n n e c te d  
w i th  A s a  a n d  th e  h o s t i l e s .

“ W h a t ? ”  h e  a s k e d .
“ L is t e n ,  S a n t a  F e , ”  s h e  u r g e d , “ Y o u  w o n ’t  

te l l  A s a  a b o u t  t h a t  n ig h t ,  w ill  y o u ? ”
“ W h a t  n i g h t ? ”  h e  a s k e d ,  v a c a n t ly .
A n n  f lu s h e d  a  l i t t l e ,  “ th e  n ig h t  h e  w e n t  

a w a y  a n d  y o u  c a m e  o u t  a n d  g o t  m e . D o n ’t 
te l l  h im  a b o u t  t h a t .  I  w a s  a l l  w r o n g .”  I t  
s e e m e d  to  b e  o f  g r e a t  im p o r t a n c e  to  th e  
g ir l .

“ O h ,  a l l  r i g h t , ”  h e  to ld  h e r  a n d  t u r n e d  
to  lo o k  a g a in  a t  M a n y  H o r s e s  a n d  A sa .

“ W h y  d o n ’t  A s a  c o m e  in  h e r e ? ”  a  m a n  
a s k e d .  “ W h a t ’s  h e  h a n g in g  o u t  t h e r e  f o r ? ”  
S a n t a  F e  w a s  s h a k in g  h is  h e a d ,  u n c e r t a in l y .

“ I  d u n n o .  A in ’t  g u t  i t  f ig u re d  o u t .  Y a h ,  
lo o k s  l ik e  h e  w a n te d  ’e m  to  c u t  h im  o f f .”

AS A  w a s  s t i l l  w a lk in g  h is  t i r e d  h o r s e  
a lo n g  th e  s lo p e , n o w  in  lo n g  r i f le  

-  r a n g e  f ro m  b o th  t h e  im m ig r a n t s  
a n d  th e  B la c k f e e t .  H e  s to p p e d  h is  h o r s e ,  
lo u n g in g  e a s i ly  in  t h e  s a d d le  a n d  b e g a n  
j e e r in g  c h e e r f u l ly  a t  th e  B la c k f e e t  in  th e
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C h e y e n n e  to n g u e .  H e  d i d n ’t  s e e m  to  h a v e  
a  c a r e  in  t h e  w o r ld .  H e  w a s  c lo s e  e n o u g h  
so  t h e  p e o p le  c o u ld  se e  h i s  le a n ,  d a r k  f a c e  
a n d  a m ia b le  g r in  a s  h e  m a d e  u n m e n t io n a b le  
r e m a r k s  to  o ld  M a n y  H o r s e s .

T h e  I n d i a n  w h o  h a d  b e e n  s ig n a l in g  o n  
th e  h i l l  to  th e  n o r t h  c a m e  p lu n g in g  d o w n , 
a c r o s s  th e  f l a t  a n d  in to  th e  g r o u p  o f  h o s -  
t i le s .  H e  w a s  p o in t in g  a n d  t a l k in g  e x c i t e d ly .

“ W h a t ’s A s a  s a y i n g ? ”  s o m e b o d y  a s k e d .
S a n t a  F e  s n i c k e r e d ,  “ H e ’s  d a r i n g  M a n y  

H o r s e s  to  c o m e  o u t  a n d  f ig h t ,  m a n  to  m a n ,”  
h e  a n s w e r e d  e v a s iv e ly .

M a n y  H o r s e s  b e g a n  s h o u t in g  b a c k  h is  
o w n  in s u l t s  a n d  th e  I n d i a n s  j e e r e d  a n d  
a p p la u d e d  in  s h o r t ,  s h a r p  y e l l s .  A f te r  a  
l i t t l e  h e  tu r n e d  to  h is  w a r r io r s  a n d  sp o k e  
s h a r p ly .  H a l f  a  d o z e n  d e t a c h e d  th e m s e lv e s  
f r o m  th e  m a in  b o d y  a n d  b e g a n  r i d in g  e a s t  
to  h e a d  A sa  o ff. T h e y  e v id e n t ly  in t e n d e d  
to  d r iv e  h im  in  t o w a r d  th e  im m ig r a n t s .

A t  a n o th e r ' s h a r p  c o m m a n d  f r o m  M a n y  
H o r s e s  th e  I n d i a n s  s t r u n g  o u t  in  lin e , 
a g a in  f a c in g  t h e  p i t i f u l  l i t t l e  f o r t .  T h e y  
b r o k e  o u t  in to  a  w i ld  c h o r u s  o f  d e m o n ia c a l  
y e ll s ,  s h a k i n g  t h e i r  la n c e s  a n d  g u n s .  M a n y  
H o r s e s  b a c k e d  h i s  h o r s e  a r o u n d  to  fa c e  
th e m  a n d  q u i e t e d  t h e  t u m u l t  w i th  r a is e d  
h a n d .

I n  th e  s u d d e n ,  a c h in g  s i le n c e , A s a  s h o u t 
e d  a g a in .  “ H e ’s  te l l i n g  o ld  M a n y  H o r s e s  
h e ’s  a  c o w a r d ,”  S a n ta  B e  t r a n s l a t e d .

M a n y  H o r s e s  p a id  n o  a t t e n t i o n  to  A sa  
b u t  b e g a n  a n o th e r  d e e p  v o ic e  h a r a n g u e .  
T h e y  a n s w e r e d  h is  s h o r t  s e n te n c e s  w ith  
s h a r p  y e ll s  o f  p le a s u r e .  T h e i r  p o n ie s  w e re  
g e t t in g  f r a n t i c  w ith  e a g e rn e s s ,  p r a n c in g  a n d  
r e a r in g .

“ T h e y ’r e  c o m in g !  T h e y ’r e  c o m in g  
a g a i n ! ”  P e o p le  w e re  w a i l in g  a n d  m u t t e r 
in g , “ W e  c a n ’t  h o ld  ’e m  o ff a g a in .  G o d  
h a v e  m e r c y ! ”

“ G i t  r e a d y ! ”  S a n t a  F e  s p o k e  s h a r p ly .  
“ G i t  d o w n . T h e y ’re  c o m in g .  S h o o t  th e  
l e a d e r s l ”

T h e y  s t u m b l e d  to  t h e i r  p la c e s ,  s to l id  
f a c e d  a n d  m u t te r in g ,  f in g e r in g  th e  lo c k s  
o f  t h e i r  g u n s .  T h e  c l ic k ,  c l ic k  o f  c o c k in g  
h a m m e r s  w a s  h e a r d .  T h e y  w e re  a l l  i n t e n t  
o n  th e  m u r d e r o u s  a r r a y  o f  B la c k i e e t ,  b r a c e d  
to  w i th s t a n d  th e  f e r o c io u s  ru s h .

O n ly  A n n  w a s  w a tc h in g  A s a . O n c e  S a n ta  
F e  n o t i c e d  h e r  h e a d  w a s  u p  a b o v e  t h e  l i t t l e

b r e a s tw o r k  o f  b l a n k e t s  a n d  d i r t .  H e  p u t  h i s  
h a n d  o v e r  o n  th e  b r o w n  h a i r  a n d  fo r c e d  
h e r  d o w n . “ Y o u  k e e p  d o w n ,”  h e  h is s e d .

A s  s o o n  a s  S a n t a  F e  re m o v e d  h i s  h a n d  
A n n  r a i s e d  h e r  h e a d  a g a in .  T h i s  w a s  th e  
e n d  a n y  w a y  a n d  s h e  w a n te d  t h a t  A s a  
s h o u ld  b e  t h e  l a s t  th i n g  s h e  s a w  o n  e a r t h .  
S h e  w o n d e r e d  a t  h im ,  t h r i l l e d  th r o u g h  a n d  
th r o u g h  w i th  lo v e  a n d  p r i d e  a s  h e  s a t  th e r e  
o n  h i s  h o r s e ,  so  s t i l l  a n d  c o o l.  S h e  b e g a n  
w h is p e r in g  to  h im ,  a s k in g  h im  t o  t u r n  h is  
e y e s  j u s t  o n c e  b e f o r e  th e y  d ie d .

“ P le a s e  A s a ,”  s h e  w h is p e r e d .  “ P le a s e  
lo o k ,  j u s t  o n c e .”

B u t  t h e  t a l l  p la in s m a n  o n  th e  b u c k s k in  
h o r s e  k e p t  w a tc h in g  th e  B la c k f e e t .

W i th  t i g h t e n i n g  m u s c le s  t h e  p e o p le  s a w  
o ld  M a n y  H o r s e s  s u d d e n ly  w h ir l  h i s  p o n y  
to w a r d  th e m ,  r a i s e  h i s  h a n d  a n d  o p e n  h is  
m o u th  t o  y e l l .  W i t h  h i s  m o u t h  s t i l l  o p e n  
h e  y a n k e d  th e  h o r s e  b a c k  v ic io u s ly  a n d  th e  
a n im a l  s to o d  s t r a i g h t  u p .

A n n  s a w  A s a  th r o w  u p  h i s  r i f le  r e a d y  
to  s h o o t ,  a n d  th e n  th e  a m a z e d  im m i g r a n t s  
s a w  h e r  o n  h e r  f e e t ,  l a u g h in g  h y s t e r i c a l l y ,  
p o in t in g  a n d  la u g h in g  a n d  t a l k in g ,  “ L o o k !  
L o o k !  O h  l o o k ! ”

OV E R  th e  c r e s t  o f  t h e  h i l l ,  r i d in g  a t  
a  w a lk ,  c a m e  th e  lo n g  r a n k s  o f  
T h u n d e r h a w k ’s  C h e y e n n e s .

N a k e d  b o d ie s  p a i n t e d  fo r  w a r ,  g le a m in g  
la n c e s  a n d  g u n s ,  w a r  b o n n e t s  a n d  s h ie ld s  
f la u n t in g  g a i ly  in  th e  s u n ,  t h e  lo n g  l in e  
c a m e  o n  w i th  t h e  s t e a d y  r e le n t l e s s n e s s  o f  
f a te .

T o  b e  p lu n g e d  i n s t a n t l y  f r o m  th e  l a s t  
d e p th s  o f  h o p e le s s n e s s  to  t h e  h e ig h t s  o f  
c e r t a in  r e s c u e  w a s  to o  m u c h  f o r  t h e  im m i
g r a n t s .  T h e y  w e n t  c r a z y .  L a u g h in g  a n d  
y e l l in g  a n d  s h a k in g  h a n d s  a n d  s l a p p in g  
e a c h  o th e r .

M r .  H o w a r d  w a s  o n  h i s  k n e e s ,  f a c e  r a p t  
a n d  m y s t ic .  “ I ’v e  s e e n  i t , ”  h e  s a id ,  “  'A n d  
th e  w o rd  w a s  m a d e  f l e s h . ’ W i t h  m y  o w n  
e y e s  I  h a v e  s e e n  i t .  ’A n d  A s a  h a d  a n  a r m y  
w ith  b a n n e r s  a n d  s p e a r s  a n d  th e y  w e re  a l l  
m ig h ty  m e n  o f  v a lo r . ’ ”

“ T h a t ’s  r i g h t ”  y e l l e d  S a n t a  F e  g iv in g  
t h e  p r e a c h e r  a  s l a p  o n  th e  s h o u ld e r  t h a t  
th r e w  h im  b a c k  o n  h i s  h a u n c h e s ,  s i t t in g  
d o w n , “ T h a t ’s  r i g h t ,  p a d r e , ”  h e  la u g h e d .  
“ T h e r e ’s  y e r  m i g h ty  m e n  o f  v a lo r .  T h e r e ’s
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th e  t i g e r s  o f  th e  p la in s .  N o w  s e t  d o w n  a n d  
e n jo y  y e r s e l f .  W e ’r e  g o in g  to  s e e  a  l o t  o f  
b lo o d  s p i l t . ”

W o m e n  w e re  la u g h in g  a n d  c r y in g  a n d  th e  
m e n  th r o w in g  u p  th e i r  h a t s  a n d  y e l l in g  jo y 
fu l ly  to  A s a . T h e  l i t t l e  B a r k e r  g ir l  w a s  
a s k in g ,  o v e r  a n d  o v e r ,  “ A re  th e y  g o in g  to  
s c a lp  u s ?  A re  t h e y  g o in g  to  s c a lp  u s ? ”

T h e  p e o p le  b e g a n  to  q u i e t  d o w n , to  c a s t  
a p p r a i s in g  lo o k s  a t  t h e  o p p o s in g  b a n d s  o f  
I n d i a n s ,  a n d  c o n s id e r  t h e  s i t u a t io n .  T h e r e  
w e re  m a n y  m o r e  C h e y e n n e  th a n  B la c k -  
fe e t .

T h e  lo n g ,  c lo s e  l in e  o f  C h e y e n n e  h a d  
h a l t e d ,  t h e i r  t i r e d  h o r s e s  g la d  to  r e s t  q u i e t 
ly .  T h e i r  la n c e s  a n d  g u n s  g l i t t e r e d  in  th e  
s u n l ig h t  a s  t h e  p e o p le  lo o k e d  u p  a t  t h e  b a r 
b a r i c  a r r a y .  A  f la sh  o f  l ig h t  c a m e  f ro m  th e  
a r m  b a n d s  o f  T h u n d e r h a w k  a s  h e  ru d e  a lo n g  
th e  f r o n t  o f  th e  lin e . T h e  w a r r io r s  g r e e te d  
th e i r  c h ie f  w i th  s h r i l l  y e l l s  o f  d e l ig h t ,  re d  
s t r e a m e r s  f ro m  la n c e s  a n d  s h ie ld s  f l u t t e r in g  
in  th e  b r e e z e .  T h u n d e r h a w k  r e in e d  in , fa c 
in g  th e  l in e  a n d  b e g a n  t a lk in g .  T h e  d e e p  
ro l l in g  to n e s  r a n g  w ith  c o n f id e n c e .  In  o n e  
p a u s e  th e  w h o le  s a v a g e  l in e  b r o k e  in to  a  
g u s t  o f  s h r i l l  j e e r s  a t  so m e  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  
B la c k f e e t .  A t t h e  e n d  o f  h is  s p e e c h  T h u n 
d e r h a w k  g a v e  c r i s p  o r d e r s ,  t u r n e d  a n d  ro d e  
d o w n  to  w h e re  A sa  w a s  w a i t i n g  fo r  h im .

T h e  lo n g  l in e  o f  y e l l in g  w a r r io r s  fo llo w e d  
a t  a  w a lk  a t  f i r s t .  A t a  y e ll  f r o m  T h u n d e r -  
h a w k  th e y  b r o k e  in to  a  t r o t  a n d  th e n  b e g a n  
la s h in g  th e i r  p o n ie s  i n to  a  w ild  r u n  fo r  th e  
B la c k fe e t .

T h e  B la c k f e e t  h a d  o p e n e d  o u t  a t  f i r s t ,  in  
a  l in e  t o  f a c e  t h e  C h e y e n n e s ,  y e l l in g  a n d  
j e e r in g  a t  t h e i r  e n e m ie s .  T h e n  th e y  m o v e d  
in  t o g e t h e r  in  a  c lo s e  g r o u p ,  a n d  a  d o z e n  
w a r r io r s ,  w i th  M a n y  H o r s e s  a t  t h e i r  h e a d  
b r o k e  a w a y  f ro m  th e  m a in  b o d y  a n d  d i s 
a p p e a r e d  in  th e  g a p  in  th e  h il ls .

“ H u h , ” s o m e b o d y  s a id .  “ T h e y ’re  r u n 
n in g  a w a y .”  B ut. S a n ta  Ft- s h o o k  h is  h e a d ,  
“ ‘T a i n  t  t h a t , ”  h e  s a id .  “ T h e i r  v i l la g e  a i n ' t  
f a r  o ff. T h e y  g o t  to  s a v e  t h e i r  w o m e n  a n d  
c h i l d r e n .”

A  l i t t l e  l a t e r  h e  s h r u g g e d  a n d  s a id ,  “ I t ’s 
a  b a d  d a y  fo r  t h e  B la c k f e e t .”

T h e  B la c k f e e t  m o v e d  o v e r  to  t h e  le f t  a n d  
b e g a n  r i d in g  to w a r d  th e  C h e y e n n e .  T h e y  
w e re  q u i e t  n o w , th e  q u ie tn e s s  o f  d o o m e d  

m e n .

T h e r e  w a s  a  h u n g r y  lo o k  in  S a n t a  F e ’s  
e y e s .  H e  f in g e re d  h i s  r i f le  a n d  m u t t e r e d ,  
d is g u s te d ,  “ T h e y ’r e  e d g in g  o v e r  so  w e  c a n ’t 
r e a c h  ’e m  f r o m  h e r e . "

T h e  d e n s e  g r o u p  o f B la c k f e e t  w e re  c h a r g 
in g  f o r  th e  c e n te r  o f  t h e  C h e y e n n e  lin e . 
T h e  d i r t  ro l le d  u p  a n d  h a l f  h id  th e  I n d i a n s .  
R if le s  b a n g e d  a n d  l i t t l e  c lo u d s  o f  w h i te  
s m o k e  h u n g  a lo n g  th e  e d g e s  o f  t h e  d u s t  
c lo u d .

A s a  a n d  T h u n d e r h a w k  w e re  a  few  le n g th s  
in  a d v a n c e  o f  t h e  C h e y e n n e s ,  r i d in g  n e c k  
a n d  n e c k .

AN N  s a w  A s a  th r o w  u p  h i s  r i f le , a  
c lo u d  o f  sm o k e  p o u r e d  o u t  b u t  s h e  
c o u ld  n o t  te l l  t h e  r e p o r t  f r o m  th e  

o th e r s .  S h e  s a w  h im  lo o p  h is  r i f le  o v e r  h is  
b a c k ,  r is e  in  h is  s t i r r u p s  w i th  a  lo n g  h a n 
d le d  h a t c h e t  h e ld  h ig h  in  h i s  h a n d  a n d  
p lu n g e  in to  th e  b a n d  o f  B la c k f e e t .

W i th  a  te r r i f ic  im p a c t  th e  I n d i a n s  c a m e  
to g e t h e r .  T h e  C h e y e n n e  l in e  w ra p p e d  i t 
s e lf  c o m p le te ly  a r o u n d  th e  B la c k f e e t .  D i a 
b o lic a l  y e l l s  c a m e  o u t  o f  th e  s t r u g g l in g  m a s s ,  
w a r  w h o o p s  a n d  s h r i l l ,  a g o n iz e d  s c r e a m s . 
K ic k in g ,  r e a r in g ,  b i t i n g  h o r s e s  a n d  b a t t l e -  
m a d d e n e d  s a v a g e s  in  a  m e le e  o f  d e a th .

T h e  f ig h t  s a g g e d  d o w n  to w a r d  th e  im 
m i g r a n t s  a s  th e  B la c k f e e t  f o u g h t  th e i r  w a y  
in to  t h e  C h e y e n n e  l in e .  T h e  b a r b a r o u s  
c la m o r  o f  la n c e  a n d  w a r  c lu b s  o n  g u n  a n d  
s h ie ld  c a m e  o u t  o f  th e  s e e th in g  m a s s . 
O n c e  a  s u d d e n  s h i f t  o f  f ig u re s  th r e w  A sa  
a n d  a  b lo o d - s p a t t e r e d  B la c k f e e t  o u t  o f  th e  
r u c k .  A n n  c o u ld  p la in ly  se e  th e  w h i te  c i r 
c le s  p a in t e d  a r o u n d  th e  I n d i a n ’s  e y e s , a n d  
w a tc h e d  in  s h u d d e r in g  h o r r o r ,  f a s c in a t e d .  
A s a  s w u n g  h i s  a x e  a n d  t h e  p a in t e d  c i r 
c le s  fe l l  a p a r t .  A n n  s c r e a m e d .

M r .  H o w a r d  w a s  o n  h i s  k n e e s ,  p r a y in g .  
P r a y i n g  fo r  s a v a g e  s o u ls  g o in g  to  j u d g 
m e n t .

R id e r le s s  h o r s e s  b e g a n  g a l lo p in g  a c ro s s  
t h e  f l a t .  S o m e  w e re  b a r e b a c k ,  s o m e  w ith  
c r u d e  I n d i a n  s a d d le s ,  a l l  b lo o d  s m e a r e d .  
T h e  f e a th e r e d  s h a f t s  o f  a r r o w s  w e re  s t i c k 
in g  o u t  o f  so m e .

'I 'h e  s t r u g g l in g ,  s c r e a m in g  m a s s  w a s  s t a 
t i o n a r y  n o w  in  a  d e n s e  c lo u d  o f  d u s t .  T h e  
y e l l in g  a n d  a c t i v i t y  h a d  p e r c e p t ib ly  d i 
m in is h e d .  T h e  B la c k f e e t  c o u ld  n o t  b r e a k  
t h r o u g h .  C h e y e n n e  w a r r io r s  c a m e  o u t  o f
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th e  p r e s s  a n d  c i r c le d  r o u n d  in  s e a r c h  o f  
a n  o p e n in g .  I n  tw o s  a n d  th r e e s  t h e  C h e y 
e n n e  b e g a n  b r e a k in g  a w a y  a n d  la s h in g  th e i r  
p o n ie s  in  p u r s u i t  o f  M a n y  H o r s e s .

S u d d e n ly  th e  b a t t l e  w a s  o v e r .  T h e  C h e y 
e n n e  w e re  o p e n in g  o u t ,  y e l l in g  th e i r  e x u l t 
a n t  v ic to r io u s  c r ie s .  S o m e  w e re  o n  fo o t  
s c a lp in g  th e  d e a d  B la c k f e e t ,  h o ld in g  th e  
b lo o d y  t r o p h ie s  u p  in  f e r o c io u s  jo y .

T h e  d u s t  d r i f t e d  slov. ly  a w a y .  T h e  im 
m i g r a n t s  c o u ld  se e  th e  B la c k f e e t  p i l e d  u p  
in  a  h e a p ,  c u t  o ff to  th e  l a s t  m a n  in  a n  
e f fo r t  to  h o ld  th e  C h e y e n n e  u n t i l  t h e i r  v i l 
la g e  c o u ld  g e t  a w a y .  A  r in g  o f  d e a d  C h e y 
e n n e  l a v  a r o u n d  th e m .

T h e  C h e y e n n e  w e re  b u s y ,  c a p tu r in g  r i d 
e r le s s  h o r s e s ,  p ic k in g  u p  g u n s  a n d  a r r o w s  
a n d  th e  s p o i ls  o f  b a t t l e .  T h e y  w e re  r e e k in g  
w ith  b lo o d  a n d  s w e a t a n d  d r u n k  w i th  b a t 
t l e .  A  g r o u p  o f  w o u n d e d  w e re  ty i n g  u p  
th e i r  w o u n d s ,  so m e  l im p in g  s lo w ly , so m e  
s t a n d in g  u p  a n d  t r y in g  to  w a lk ,  th e n  ly in g  
d o w n  a g a in .

'l 'h u n d e r h a w k  w a s  g iv in g  o r d e r s .  A  few  
I n d i a n s  le f t  th e  f l a t  a n d  ro d e  o ff to  th e  
s o u th e a s t .  U p o n  th e  h i l l  t h e y  b e g a n  s ig n a l 
in g .

A s a  w a s  o n  fo o t ,  le a d in g  h is  h o r s e  to w a r d  
th e  im m ig r a n t s .  H e  s w e rv e d  o ff a n d  w e n t 
d o w n  th e  c r e e k ,  u n d e r  th e  b a n k  a t  t h e  p la c e  
w h e re  th e  B la c k f e e t  h a d  b u i l t  t h e i r  f ire . 
A f te r  a  fe w  m in u te s  h e  c a m e  u p  in  s ig h t ,  
b o th  h e  a n d  th e  h o r s e  d r i p p in g  w e t.  H e  
h a d  w a s h e d  o ff a l l  t h e  b lo o d .  H e  c a m e  
s lo w ly , a n d  r e l u c t a n t ly ,  u p  to  th e  p e o p le .

T h e  im m ig r a n t s  s to o d  w a tc h in g  h im —  
a s h a m e d .  S a n ta  F e  a n d  M r .  H o w a r d  w e n t  
o u t  to  m e e t h im . S a n t a  F e  w a s  b o is te r o u s ,  
A ir . H o w a r d  v e r y  g r a v e  a n d  v e r y  t h a n k f u l .  
T h e y  c a m e  to  t h e  l i t t l e  f o r t .  A s a  g r e e t e d  
th e m  a m i a b ly  a n d  th e n  th e y  b r o k e  lo o se , 
r e l ie v e d ,  in  a  t o r r e n t  o f  h a n d s h a k i n g  a n d  
th a n k in g .  A sa  c a r e f u l ly  k e p t  f r o m  lo o k in g  
a t  A n n . H e  w a s  t h r o u g h  w ith  h e r .  H e  to ld  
h im s e l f  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  t h a t  h e  w a s  t h r o u g h  
w i th  h e r .

‘■‘G o t  a n y th i n g  to  e a t  in  y e r  p o c k e t ? ” 
a s k e d  S a n t a  F e .

A s a  g r in n e d .  “ Y o u  w ill h a v e  p l e n t y  v e r y  
so o n . T h e  C h e y e n n e  v i l la g e  w a s  r i g h t  b e 
h in d  u s . H e r e  t h e y  c o m e , n o w . C o u p le  o f  
m e n  g o  w i th  m e , a n d  I ’ll g e t  ’e m  a ll  th e  m e a t  
t h e y  c a n  c a r r y . ”

A n n  w is h e d  h e  h a d  s a id ,  “ W e  w ill  h a v e ”  
in s t e a d  o f  “ Y o u  w ill  h a v e . ”  B u t  y o u  c a n ’t  
b la m e  h im , s h e  t h o u g h t .  H e ’ll  p r o b a b l y  
h a v e  n o th i n g  m o r e  to  d o  w i th  u s . F o r  a  l i t t l e  
s h e  h a t e d  t h e  im m ig r a n t s .  S h e  s a t  d o w n , 
d e je c te d ly ,  a n d  w is h e d  s h e  w e r e  d e a d .

TH E  C h e y e n n e  v i l la g e  w a s  s t r e a m in g  
a r o u n d  th e  p o in t  o f  th e  r i d g e  to  th e  
e a s t .  O ld  m e n  a n d  h a l f - g r o w n  b o y s  

r i d in g  w a tc h f u l ly  a h e a d  a n d  o n  th e  s id e s . 
I n  a  c o n f u s e d  m a s s  th e  w o m e n  a n d  c h i ld r e n  
c a m e ,  r i d in g ,  w a lk in g ,  r u n n in g ,  t a l k in g  a n d  
l a u g h in g .  W o m e n  a n d  c h i ld r e n  o n  p o n ie s ,  
r e d  c lo th  a n d  b e a d s  a n d  m e t a l  o r n a m e n ts ,  
p a i n t e d  f a c e s  a n d  j in g l in g  b r id le s  a l l  s h im 
m e r in g  in  th e  s u n .  L o d g e  p o le s  w e re  d r a g 
g in g  f r o m  p a c k  h o r s e s  w i th  th e  te p e e  c o v e rs  
ro l le d  a n d  t i e d  o n  th e  p o le s .  O f te n  th i s  
m a d e  a  s e c u r e  r i d in g  p la c e  fo r  t h e  v e r y  o ld  
a n d  fe e b le , o r  b a b ie s ,  o r  a  l i t t e r  o f  p u p p ie s .  
S o m e  o f  th e  d o g s  w e r e  f i t t e d  w i th  m i n ia t u r e  
t r a v o i s ,  d r a g g in g  th e  p la y  te p e e s  o f  l i t t l e  
g i r l s .  B e h in d  th e  c o lo r f u l  th r o n g  o f  th e  
m o v in g  v i l la g e  s h o u t in g  b o y s  d r o v e  a  h e r d  
o f  lo o s e  h o r s e s .

T h e  v i l la g e  p o u r e d  d o w n  in t o  t h e  f l a t  a  
s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  th e  im m ig r a n t s .  I t  
s e e m e d  to  b e  in  h o p e le s s  c o n f u s io n .  W o m e n  
ta l k e d  a n d  y e l l e d  to  th e  h o r s e s ,  o r  c h i ld r e n ,  
o r  e a c h  o th e r .  A  fe w  h o r s e s  t r i e d  to  b u c k  
t h e i r  p a c k s  o ff. C h i ld r e n  y e l l e d  s h r i l l y  a n d  
d o g s  y a p p e d  a n d  h o w le d .  I n  n o  t im e  a t  a l l ,  
o u t  o f  t h e  c o n f u s io n ,  t h e  g a u n t  s k e l e to n s  o f  
t h e  te p e e s  ro s e  a n d  b u f f a lo  h id e  c o v e r s  w e re  
th r o w n  u p  o v e r  th e m  a n d  p e g g e d  in  p la c e .  
C h i ld r e n  w e re  g a th e r in g  w o o d  a n d  th e  f i r s t  
t h i n  c o lu m n  o f  s m o k e  d r i f t e d  o u t  o f  a  lo d g e . 
W h e n  th e  te p e e s  w e re  u p  a n d  th in g s  u n 
p a c k e d  a n d  s to w e d  a w a y ,  b o y s  d r o v e  th e  
h o r s e s  d o w n  c r e e k  to  w a te r  a n d  g r a s s .  T h e  
C h e y e n n e  w e re  a t  h o m e  a g a in .

W o m e n  b e g a n  s t r e a m i n g  o u t  o n to  t h e  b a t 
t le f ie ld ,  s c r e a m in g  s h r i l l  y e l l s  o f  d e l i g h t  a n d  
h a t r e d .  T h e y  h u n t e d  a r o u n d  f o r  w o u n d e d  
B la c k f e e t .

A n n  h a d  b e e n  w a tc h in g  f o r  T h e  D a w n .  
S h e  s a w  h e r  h e lp  to  r a i s e  T h u n d e r h a w k ’s 
t e p e e  a n d  t h e n  d i s a p p e a r  in s id e .

T h e  w a r r io r s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  in  b a t t l e  w e re  
u p  th e  c r e e k ,  p r e p a r in g  th e m s e lv e s  f o r  p u r i 
f i c a t io n ,  t a l k in g  jo y o u s ly  a n d  y e l l in g  v a r i 
o u s  o r d e r s  to  t h e i r  w o m e n  in  t h e  v il la g e .
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T w o  m e n  w e n t  to  th e  v i l la g e  w i th  A s a  
a n d  h e  lo a d e d  th e m  clow n w ith  b u f f a lo  m e a t .  
F i r e s  w e re  r e a d y  w h e n  th e y  r e t u r n e d  a n d  
s o o n  t h e  h u n g r y  p e o p le  w e re  e a t i n g  g r e e d 
ily .

A sa  c o u ld  b e  se e n  g o in g  f ro m  o n e  te p e e  
to  a n o th e r  t a l k in g  w ith  th e  w o m e n . 1 h e  
w o m e n  w o u ld  lo o k  o v e r  a t  th e  im m ig r a n t s  
a n d  n o d  o r  s h a k e  th e i r  h e a d s .  H e  s e e m e d  to  
b e  g a th e r in g  p o le s , o n e  h e r e  a n d  a n o th e r  
th e r e .  F in a l ly  h e  c a l le d  to  S a n ta  F e .  S a n ta  
F e  a n d  s o m e  o f  th e  m e n , w ip in g  th e i r  
m o u th s ,  w e n t  o v e r  a n d  A s a  g a v e  th e m  o ld  
p o le s  e n o u g h  to  h o ld  u p  tw o  te p e e s .  H e  h a d  
a ls o  s e c u r e d  tw o  b u f f a lo  h id e  c o v e r s  - o n e  
o ld  a n d  o n e  n e w .

A s a  c a m e  o v e r  w ith  tw o  I n d i a n  w o m e n  
so o n  a f t e r .  T h e  w o m e n  p u t  th e  te p e e s  u p  
f o r  th e  im m ig r a n t s ,  s h o w in g  th e m  c a r e f u l ly  
h o w  i t  w a s  d o n e .  T h e r e  w a s  m u c h  g o o d -  
n a t u r e d  l a u g h t e r  a t  d ie  c lu m s in e s s  a n d  
w h a t ,  t o  th e  C h e y e n n e  w o m e n , s e e m e d  ig n o 
r a n c e  o n  th e  p a r t  o f th e  w h ite s .  A n d  a  g r e a t  
d e a l  o f  p i t y  a t  th e i r  d e s t i t u t e  c o n d i t io n .

I n d i a n  w o m e n  o u t  o n  th e  b a t t le f ie ld  h a d  
fo u n d  a  B la c k f o o t  s t i l l  a l iv e .  T h e y  w e re  
s c r e a m in g  s h r i l l  y e l l s ,  k i l l in g  t h e  I n d ia n  
w i th  ro c k s .

T h e  C h e y e n n e  w a r r io r s  w h o  w e n t  a f t e r  
th e  B la c k f o o t  v i l la g e  b e g a n  c o in in g  b a c k  iu  
s m a ll  g ro u p s .  T h e y  h a d  a  few  m o r e  s c a ip s ,  
b u t  th e  v il la g e  h a d  e s c a p e d .  A  l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  
a  h e r d  o f  c a p tu r e d  B la c k  fe e t p o n ie s  w e re  
d r iv e n  d o w n  a n d  th r o w n  in  w i th  t h e  C h e y 
e n n e  h o rs e s .  S o m e  o n e  in  th e  v i l la g e  b e g a n  
b e a t in g  a  to m to m  a n d  y e l l s  o f  s a v a g e  d e 
l ig h t  w e n t  u p .  I t  w a s  a  g r e a t  v ic t o r y .

A s a  c a m e  to  t h e  im m i g r a n t  c a m p  a n d  b e 
g a n  t a lk in g  w i th  S a n t a  F e ,  lo o k in g  o v e r  
w h a t  w a s  l e f t  f r o m  th e  b u r n i n g  o f  th e  w a g 
o n s ,  e s t im a t i n g  i t s  w e ig h t a n d  b u lk ,  a n d  
c o u n t in g  th e  p e o p le .

“ T w e n ty - f iv e  w ill  b e  p l e n t y , "  S a n t a  F e  
s a id .  “ A n ’ b e tw e e n  m e  a n d  y o u ,  I ’m  g la d  
to  b e  s h u t  o f  th e m  w a g o n s .”

M r .  H o w a r d  c a m e  to  A s a  a n d  to ld  h im  
th e y  a i l  w a n te d  h im  to  g o  w i th  th e m  a s  f a r  
a s  h e  c o u ld .  A s a  s h r u g g e d ,  n o n - c o m m i t t a l .

T H E  g lo r io u s  r e l ie f  o f  b e in g  s a f e  f ro m  
th e  B la c k f e e t  a n d  h a v in g  e n o u g h  to  
e a t  w a s  b e g in n in g  to  g iv e  w a y  to  

g lo o m  o v e r  t h e  lo s s  o f  s to c k ,  o f  f r i e n d s —

a n d  a ls o  w a g o n s ,  to o ls  a n d  h o u s e h o ld  
g o o d s ,  M e n  w e re  m u t t e r in g  d e je c te d ly ,  
“ J e s t  b e in g  a l iv e  a i n ' t  e v e r y th in g .  W e  c a n ’t  
walk to  O re g o n . A n d  w h a t ’ll w e  d o  w h e n  
w e g e t t h e r e ? ”

T h e y  h e a r d  A s a , S a n ta  F e  a n d  M r .  H o w 
a r d  t a l k in g  a b o u t  h o r s e s  a n d  th e y  c ro w d e d  
a r o u n d  to  l i s t e n .

“ T w e n t y - f i v e ,”  A s a  w a s  s a y in g .  “ T h e y  
o u g h t  t o  t a k e  y o u  th r o u g h .  T h e  m e n  c a n  
s le e p  in  th e  o ld  t e p e e  a n d  th e  w o m e n  in  th e  
n e w  o n e . O v e r  o n  B e a r  R iv e r  y o u  c a n  c u t  
s o m e  m o r e  lo d g e  p o le s .”

“ W ill t h e y  g iv e  u s  th e  h o r s e s ? ”  M r .  H o w 
a r d  a s k e d .

“ T h e y  w o u ld ,”  A s a  s a id ,  in d i f f e r e n t ly .  
“ B u t  i t ’s  b e t t e r  to  b u y  th e m .”  H e  th e n  
s t a r t e d  o ff t o w a r d  th e  C h e y e n n e  v il la g e .

M r .  H o w r a d  w a tc h e d  h im  g o , s h a k in g  h is  
h e a d  a  l i t t l e  s a d ly ,  w o n d e r in g  h o w  th e y  
w e re  to  b u y  h o r s e s .

W i lb u r  h a d  h e a r d  A sa  s a y  i t  w o u ld  b e  
b e t t e r  to  b u y  th e  h o r s e s  a n d  h e  b r o k e  in  
n o w , a s  im p o r t a n t l y  a s  e v e r ,  “ I d o n ’t fe e l 
l ik e  w a s t in g  n o  m o n e y .  I f  t h e y ’ll g iv e ’m  to  
u s , w h a t ’s  t h e  g o o d  o f  b u y in g ?  I  a i n ’t  n o  
m i n t . ”

S a n t a  F e  s t e p p e d  s w i f t ly  u p  to  W i l b u r ,  
r a g e  in  th e  f ie rc e  o ld  e y e s ,  “ Y o u  a n d  y o u r  
m o n e y ,”  h e  s n e e r e d  a n d  s p a t .  “ A s a ’s  g o n n a  
b u y  ’e m  h i s s e l f .”

T h e  p e o p le  s t a r e d ,  a s t o n i s h e d .  S o m e  r e 
m e m b e r e d  d im ly  s o m e th in g  a b o u t  A s a  h a v 
in g  s o ld  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  in  t h e  N o r th w e s t e r n  
F 'u r  C o m p a n y  b u t  t h e y  h a d  f o r g o t te n  i t .  
S a n t a  F’e  b e g a n  to  b o a s t ,  in  a n  o f f -h a n d  
w a y .

“ A s a ’s  g o t  p l e n t y .  Y a h ,  I  r e c k o n  h e ’s  g o t  
m o s t  a l l  t h e  m o n e y  in  th e  w o r ld .  I n  a  b a n k ,  
I ’m  te l l i n g  y o u .” . T h i s  s e e m e d  to  b e  q u i t e  
im p o r t a n t  to  S a n ta  F e .  “ I n  a  b a n k  in  S a in t  
L o u is .  H e ’ll g iv e  T h u n d e r h a w k  a  o r d e r  o n  
F o r t  L a r a m ie  a n d  t h e y ’ll g iv e ’m  w h a te v e r  
h e  s a y s  t o . ”

A  g r e a t  l i g h t  s e e m e d  to  b r e a k  o n  M r s .  
H o w a r d ’s  fa c e .  S h e  p u r s e d  u p  h e r  l ip s  w i th  
a n  a i r  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n .

“ I  a lw a y s  s a id  h e  w a s  r e a l  n i c e ,”  s h e  s a id .
I n  th e  e v e n in g  th e  p e o p le  s a t  a r o u n d  a  

f ire  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  te p e e s .  T h e  s w e ll in g  
r o a r  o f  d r u m s ,  r a t t l e s ,  e x u l t a n t  y e ll s  a n d  
d e e p -v o ic e d  c h a n t s  c a m e  f r o m  th e  C h e y e n n e  
v i l la g e .  S o m e t im e s  th e r e  w a s  a  p a u s e  a n d
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t b e  p la in t i v e  v o ic e s  o f  w o m e n  c o u ld  b e  
b e a r d ,  w a i l in g  o v e r  th e i r  d e a d .  O u t  o n  th e  
b a t t le f ie ld  t h e  g h o u l i s h  I n d i a n  d o g s  w e re  
s n a r l in g  a n d  f ig h t in g  o v e r  s o m e th in g .  A n n  
s h u d d e r e d  a n d  fe l t  s ic k  a s  s h e  l i s t e n e d  to  
t h e  n o is e s  f ro m  th e  b a t t l e f i e ld .

T h e  I n d i a n  v o ic e s  ro s e  in  s t i l l  w i ld e r  y e lls  
a b o v e  th e  u n d e r t o n e s  o f  th e  b o o m in g  d r u m s .

“ T h e y ’r e  c o m in g  i n , ” s a id  S a n t a  F e .
“ I t ’s t e r r i b l e , ’’ c o m p la in e d  M r s .  H o w a r d .  

“ I  w is h  w e c o u ld  g e t  a w a y  f r o m  th i s  a w fu l  
p l a c e .”

“ C a n ’t  m o v e  t i l l  d a y  a f t e r  to m o r r o w ,”  
c o m m e n te d  S a n ta  F e .  “ G o t  to  fix  ro p e s ,  
a n d  p a c k s  a n d  s a d d le s ,  a n d  g i t  a  s u p p ly  o f 
j e r k y  a n d  a l l  t h a t . ”

“ W e l l ,”  f r o m  M r s .  H o w a r d .  “ L iv in g  in  
te p e e s  l ik e  w e  a r e  n o w , w e  a i n 't  n o  b e t t e r ' l l  
I n d i a n s  o u r s e lv e s .”

A n n  w a s  t h i n k in g  o f  t h a t  o th e r  t r i u m p h 
a n t  e n t r y  s h e  h a d  s e e n  w i th  A sa . S h e  
g r ie v e d  o v e r  t h e  f a t e  o f  T h e  A r ro w h e a d .  
N o w  o th e r s  h a d  g o n e . A n d  th r o u g h  th e  
y e a r s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  w o u ld  g o  u n t i l ,  p e r 
h a p s ,  t h e r e  w e re  n o  m o r e  le f t .  W h a t  w a s  
i t  a l l  a b o u t ,  s h e  w o n d e r e d  d r e a r i l y .  W h y  
c o u ld n ’t  l i f e  b e  d if f e r e n t?

“ W h y  d o n ’t  A s a  c o m e  o v e r  a n d  s t a y  w ith  
u s ? ”  s o m e b o d y  a s k e d .

“ H e ’s d a n c in g  w ith  th e  C h e y e n n e  to 
n i g h t , ”  S a n ta  F e  a n s w e r e d .

“ I  w o u ld n ’t t h i n k  h e ’d  b e  so  h e a t h e n i s h ,”  
f ro m  M r s .  H o w a r d .

“ W a l ,  i f  y e  w a n t  to  k n o w ,"  p u t  in  S a n ta  
F e ,  “ m o s t  l ik e ly  h e  l ik e s  th e m  b e t t e r ’l l  h e  
d o e s  th is  o u t f i t . ”

“ Y e s , a n d  I  d o n ’t  b la m e  h im ,”  d e c la r e d  
M r s .  B a r k e r .

M r .  H o w a r d  s p o k e  g e n t ly ,  “ W e  a ll  fe e l 
v e r y  b a d ly ,  S a n t a  F e ,  a b o u t  th e  w a y  w e  
t r e a t e d  h im .”

A  m a n  a s k e d ,  “ I s  th e r e  a n y  c h a n c e  o f  
h im  g o in g  w i th  u s ? ”

S a n ta  F e  n o d d e d .  “ Y e p . M e  a n ’ h i m ’s 
g o in g  to  F o r t  H a l l . ”

A n n  h a d  l i s t e n e d  c a r e f u l ly  to  t h e  q u e s t io n  
a n d  - a n s w e r  a n d  fe l t  a  g lo w  o f  c o n te n t .  
M u c h  m ig h t  h a p p e n  b e f o r e  t h e y  r e a c h e d  
F o r t  H a l l .  T h e n  s h e  r e s o lu te ly  p u t  a w a y  
th e  d im  h o p e  o f  h a p p in e s s .  T h a t  w a s  n o t  
f o r  h e r .  I t  w a s  W i l b u r  th e  p e o p le  w o u ld  
h a v e  to  d e p e n d  o n  a t  F o r t  H a l l .  S ti l l  m o r e  
so  w h e n  t h e y  r e a c h e d  O re g o n .  W i l b u r

w o u ld  d e m a n d  h i s  p r ic e .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  
w a y  o u t .

A n n  g a s p e d  a n d  c lu t c h e d  a t  S a n t a  F e ’s  
a r m ,  “ W h a t ’s  t h a t ? ”

A  lo n g ,  d e s o l a te  h o w l c a m e  f r o m  th e  h i l l s  
to  th e  n o r t h .  T h e  p e o p le  s t o p p e d  t a lk in g  
a n d  l i s t e n e d ,  c r in g in g  a  l i t t l e .  T h e  h o w l 
ro s e  a g a in ,  r i s in g  h ig h e r  a n d  h ig h e r ,  f a l l in g  
a n d  b r e a k in g  o u t  a g a in  in  w ild  c la m o r .  I t  
w a s  a n  i n f in i t e ly  lo n e s o m e  c r y .

“ W o lv e s ,”  s h r u g g e d  S a n t a  F e ,  in d i f f e r 
e n t ly ,  “ c o m in g  to  th e  f e a s t . ”

T h e  I n d i a n  d o g s  b r o k e  o u t  i n to  a n g r y  
y a p p in g s  a n d  c o u ld  b e  d im ly  s e e n  p a d d in g  
a w a y  to w a r d  th e  I n d i a n  v i l la g e ,  t h e i r  t a i l s  
b e tw e e n  th e i r  le g s . B e fo re  i t  b e c a m e  e n 
t i r e ly  d a r k ,  g a u n t  g r a y  s h a p e s  w e re  s e e n  
m o v in g  s i le n t ly  o u t  o n  th e  b a t t l e f i e ld .  O c 
c a s io n a l ly  a  w o lf  s a t  b a c k  o n  h i s  h a u n c h e s  
a n d  w a i le d  o u t  th e  g r u e s o m e  c r y  f o r  th e  
d e a d .

T h e  im m ig r a n t s  s a t  v e r y  l a t e  a r o u n d  th e  
f ire . B e tw e e n  th e  w o lv e s  o u t  o n  th e  b a t t l e 
f ie ld  a n d  t h e  n o is e  f r o m  th e  C h e y e n n e  v i l 
la g e  t h e y  c o u ld  n o t  s le e p .  T h e  in f e r n a l  
r a c k e t  o f  t h e  s c a lp  d a n c e  d ie d  d o w n  a f t e r  
a w h i le  a n d  t i r e d  w a r r i o r s  s o u g h t  th e i r  
lo d g e s . T h e n  th e  s a d  m in o r  t o n e  o f  th e  
w a i l in g  w o m e n  c o u ld  b e  h e a r d .  W o m e n ,  
m o u r n in g  o v e r  t h e i r  d e a d .

T h e  p e o p le  c r a w le d  in to  t h e  tw o  te p e e s .  
T a lk i n g  to  e a c h  o th e r ,  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  
c a l l in g  b a c k  a n d  f o r th  f ro m  o n e  t e p e e  to  t h e  
o th e r ,  “ H a d  th e y  g o t  b l a n k e t s  e n o u g h ? ” 
a n d  “ A re  y o u  a l l  r i g h t ?  T a i n ’t  so  b a d ,  a  
te p e e  a i n ’t. B e t t e r ’n  a  w a g o n  to  l iv e  i n . ”  

S a n t a  F e  g r u n t e d ,  “ A in ’t n o  b e t t e r  h o u s e  
b e e n  b u i l t ,  n o w h e r e ,  t h a n  a  g o o d  t e p e e .”  

S o m e  p r o t e s t e d  a t  t h i s ,  b u t  ‘ t h e y  g r a d 
u a l l y  q u ie t e d  d o w n , d r o p p in g  o ff to  s le e p .

IN  T H E  te p e e  o f  P l e n t y  C o u p s ,  l a t e  in to  
t h e  n ig h t ,  A s a , T h u n d e r h a w k  a n d  
P le n ty -  C o u p s  s a t  b e s id e  t h e  f ire . T h e  

w ife  o f  P l e n t y  C o u p s  f e d  d r y  s t i c k s  in to  th e  
f i re  to  m a k e  a  l ig h t  fo r  A s a .  H e  h a d  a  p ie c e  
o f  b u c k s k i n  la c e d  in  a  w o o d e n  h o o p .  W i t h  
a  h o t  m e ta l  a r r o w h e a d ,  h e ld  in  a  d e f t  s t i c k ,  
h e  w a s  l i g h t l y  b u r n i n g  w o r d s  a n d  f ig u re s  
i n to  t h e  b u c k s k in .

“ I  m a k e  a  t a l k in g  s k i n , ”  h e  t o ld  T h u n 
d e r h a w k ,  t a l k in g  in  C h e y e n n e .  “ Y o u  g iv e  
i t  t o  t h e  h e a d  m a n  a t  F o r t  L a r a m ie  a n d  h e



50 W E S T

w ill  g iv e  y o u  th in g s  w e  a g r e e d  o n  f o r  th e  
h o r s e s ."

O ld  P l e n t y  C o u p s  l e a n e d  o v e r  a n d  
w a tc h e d ,  a b s o r b e d .  “ T h e  t a l k in g  s k in  o f  
t h e  w h i t e s ,”  h e  s a id ,  a s to n i s h e d .  “ I  h a v e  
h e a r d  o f  th e m  b u t  n e v e r  b e f o r e  s e e n . Y o u r  
o ld  f a t h e r  is  f i l le d  w i th  w o n d e r ."

“ A n d  a l s o ,”  A s a  w e n t  o n ,  “ th i n g s  t h a t  
a r e  n o t  f o r  t h e  p o n ie s  b u t  a  p r e s e n t  t o  m y  
b r o t h e r  T h u n d e r h a w k .”  A s a  to ld  o v e r  a  
n e w  r i f le ,  so  m u c h  p o w d e r  a n d  l e a d  a n d  a  
b u l l e t  m o ld ,  so  m a n y  b o l t s  o f  r e d  c lo th ,  a n d  
o th e r  th in g s .  T h e  m e n t io n  o f  t h e  n e w  r if le  
b r o u g h t  a  d e e p  g u t t u r a l  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  f r o m  
T h u n d e r h a w k .

T h e n  A s a  lo o k e d  a t  h im , s m i l in g  a  l i t t l e  
g r im ly ,  “ I t  is  b e c a u s e  T h e  D a w n  g o e s  w i th  
m e .”

“ A i a i , ”  th e  w ife  o f  P l e n t y  C o u p s  v o ic e d  
h e r  p le a s u r e  a n d  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  “ O u r  s o n  
t a k e s  a  C h e y e n n e  m a id e n  to  h is  lo d g e .  H e  
w ill le a v e  u s  n o  m o r e .”

T h u n d e r h a w k ’s s t e r n  f a c e  s o f te n e d  in  a  
p le a s e d  sm ile . “ I t  i s  w e l l ,”  h e  s a id  a n d  
s h o o k  h a n d s  a c r o s s  th e  f i re  w i th  A s a , in  th e  
m a n n e r  o f  th e  w h i te  m e n .

“ D o e s  T h e  D a w n  k n o w ? ”  a s k e d  T h u n 
d e r h a w k .

“ N o t  y e t , ”  A s a  to l d  h im . “ I n  t h e  m o r n 
in g  I  te l l  h e r .  T h e n  w e  g o  to  F o r t  H a l l  to  
p la c e  th e  p o o r  p e o p le  in  s a f e ty .  B e f o r e  th e  
d e e p  s n o w s  c o m e  w e  s h a l l  b e  in  m y  b r o t h 
e r ’s  v i l la g e  a g a in .”

T h u n d e r h a w k ’s  g r a v e  to n e s  w e re  h e a r d .  
“ Y o u  a r e  a l l  C h e y e n n e  n o w . T h e  l a s t  d r o p  
o f  w h i te  b lo o d  h a s  d r a in e d  a w a y .  Y o u  s i t  
w i th in  o u r  h e a r t s .  I  h a v e  lo n g  h o p e d  m y  
b r o t h e r  w o u ld  d w e ll w i th  u s  fo r  a l l  t i m e .”

“ I  f e a r  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  m y  p e o p le .  T h e  
w h i te  h a v e  b r o u g h t  u s  n o th i n g  b u t  s o r ro w . 
T h e y  b r o u g h t  th e  w h is k e y  a n d  t u r n e d  o u r  
y o u n g  m e n  in t o  h o o t in g  j a y s .  T h e y  b r o u g h t  
th e  s ic k n e s s  t h a t  s t e a ls  o v e r  t h e  p la in s  a r id  
k il ls  m y  p e o p le  in  h u n d r e d s . ”

O ld  P l e n t y  C o u p s  w a s  n o d d in g  a n d  e x 
c la im in g  in  s y m p a t h y  a n d  a g r e e m e n t .  
T h u n d e r h a w k  w e n t  o n , a  l i t t l e  p e n s iv e ly ,  
“ O n c e  th e  C h e y e n n e  d w e l t  f a r  t o  t h e  n o r t h 
e a s t ,  o n  t h e  g r e a t  r i v e r .  W e  b u i l t  lo d g e s  o f  
t i m b e r  a n d  d i r t  to  l a s t  t h r o u g h  m a n y  w in 
te r s .  T h e  s q u a s h  a n d  b e a n s ,  t h e  to b a c c o  
a n d  c o r n  g re w  fo r  u s  in  t h e  r i v e r  b o t to m s .  
I n  t h e  w in te r  w e  k n e w  n o  h u n g e r ,  f o r  t h e

L o r d  o f  L i f e  h a d  g iv e n  u s  th o s e  g o o d  g if ts .
“ T h e n  th e  w h i te s  c a m e  p r e s s in g  w e s t 

w a r d ,  l ik e  th e  g r a s s h o p p e r s  t h a t  d e v o u r  a ll  
th in g s .  T h e y  d r o v e  o u t  t h e  m i g h ty  p e o p le ,  
t h e  D a c o ta h .  W e  lo v e  o u r  h o m e s .  W e  
f o u g h t  f o r  th e m ,  b u t  t h e  D a c o t a h  w e re  to o  
m a n y .  T h e y  d ro v e  u s  o u t  f r o m  th e  p le a s 
a n t  g r o v e s  a n d  g a r d e n s  o n  th e  g r e a t  r i v e r .  
O u t  o n  to  th e s e  d e s o l a te  p la in s  t o  w a n d e r  
a lw a y s  w i th  o n ly  t h e  b u f f a lo  b e tw e e n  u s  
a n d  s t a r v a t i o n . ”

T h u n d e r h a w k  th r e w  h i s  h a n d  to w a r d  
P l e n t y  C o u p s ,  p r o t e s t i n g ,  “ Y o u r  f a t h e r .  
P l e n t y  C o u p s ,  is  a n  o ld  m a n  a n d  h a s  s e e n  
m u c h ,  b u t  h e  h a s  n e v e r  s e e n  th e  c o r n  s t a n d 
in g  g r e e n  in  th e  s u n l i g h t . ”

O ld  P l e n t y  C o u p s  n o d d e d  s a d ly .  “ I t  is 
t r u e , ”  h e  s a id .

“ I n  m y  ig n o r a n c e ,”  T h u n d e r h a w k  w e n t 
o n ,  h i s  v o ic e  g a in in g  a n im a t i o n .  “ I n  m y  ig 
n o r a n c e  I  t h o u g h t  a t  l a s t  w e  w e re  s a f e .  T h e  
w h i te s  w o u ld  n e v e r  c o m e  to  th e s e  d e s o l a te  
la n d s .  A n d  n o w  t h e  p la in s  a r e  w h i te  w ith  
t h e i r  w a g o n s .  I  a m  f i l le d  w i th  f e a r .  T h e y  
k il l  t h e  b u f f a lo  in  r o t t i n g  h e a p s — fo r  fu n .  
T o  w a s te  th e  g if ts  o f  t h e  L o r d  o f  L i f e  is  
b a d . ”

T h e  a q u i l in e  f a c e  w a s  th r o w n  u p  in  a  
lo r d ly  g e s tu r e  a n d  th e r e  w a s  a n  a n g r y  
g le a m  in  t h e  d a r k  e y e s . “ W e  c a n  g o  n o  
f u r th e r .  I n  th e  e n d  w e  s h a l l  f ig h t .  I  s e e  i t  
c o m in g .  I t  w ill  b e  w a r  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  C h e y 
e n n e  h a s  t a k e n  th e  lo n g  t r a i l  a f t e r  T h e  A r 
r o w h e a d .

“ T h e  f u t u r e  is  d a r k  to  m e . I  a m  g la d  
t h a t  m y  b r o t h e r  w ill b e  s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  c o u n 
c il  f i r e  o f  t h e  C h e y e n n e .”

T h u n d e r h a w k  s a t  a. w h ile ,  s i l e n t ,  g a z in g  
s a d ly  i n t o  t h e  d y in g  f ire . T h e n  h e  ro s e  to  
h i s  s t a t e l y  h e ig h t ,  p u l l e d  th e  b u f f a lo  ro b e  u p  
o v e r  h i s  m a s s iv e  s h o u ld e r s ,  s p o k e  v e r y  g e n 
t l y  t o  A s a ,  “ T h e  D a w n  is y o u r s ,”  a n d  w e n t  
o u t  in t o  t h e  n ig h t .

IN  T H E  f r e e z in g  d a w n  th e  im m ig r a n t s  
w e re  b u s y  c o o k in g  b r e a k f a s t .  T h e } ' 
w e re  t e l l in g  e a c h  o th e r  i t  w a s  th e  f i r s t  

r e a l  n i g h t ’s  r e s t  t h e y  h a d  k n o w n  in  a g e s .
U n d e r  th e  le v e l  r a y s  o f  t h e  m o r n in g  s u n  

t h e  d e a d  B la c k f e e t  c o u ld  b e  s e e n  o u t  o n  th e  
b a t t l e f i e ld .  W h i t e  b o n e s  g l i s t e n e d  w h e re  
th e  d o g s  a n d  w o lv e s  h a d  b e e n  a t  w o rk .  

T h e  I n d i a n  v i l la g e ,  to o ,  w a s  e a r l y  a s t i r .
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S m o k e  w a s  s t e a l i n g  u p  o u t  o f  t h e  to p s  o f  
t h e  te p e e s  a n d  h a n g in g  lik e  a  b e n e d ic t io n  
in  th e  f r o s ty  a i r ,  A  g r o u p  o f  I n d i a n s  c a m e  
o v e r  to  t h e  im m ig r a n t  c a m p  a n d  th r e w  
d o w n  p i le s  o f  j e r k e d  b u f f a lo ,  r a w h id e  ro p e s ,  
a n d  a  fe w  c u r io s ,  I n d i a n  m a d e  s a d d le s .

A n n , r a t h e r  u n c o n s c io u s ly ,  k e p t  w a tc h  o f 
th e  I n d i a n  v i l la g e .  A f te r  a w h ile  s h e  saw  
A s a  c o m in g  o u t  b e tw e e n  th e  g o ld e n  b ro w n  
(ej-x^es. T h e  D a w n  w a s  w a lk in g  b e s id e  h im . 
B y  th e  la s t  te p e e  th e y  s t o p p e d  a n d  t a lk e d  
a  m in u te .  W i t h  a  j e a lo u s  p a n g  A n n  s a w  
A sa  p u l  h is  h a n d s  o n  T h e  D a w n ’s  s h o u l 
d e r s ,  s h a k in g  h e r  a  l i t t l e ,  t h e  I n d i a n  g ir l 
la u g h in g  h a p p i l y  u p  in  h is  fa c e . T h e  D a w n  
w e n t b a c k  a m o n g  th e  te p e e s  a n d  A s a  c a m e  
o n  a lo n e .  H e  w a s  a  l i t t l e  g r im  a n d  a lo o f .

“ G o o d  m o r n in g ,  A s a ,”  c a l l e d  M r s .  H o w 
a r d .  “ W e  w a s  h o p in g  y o u  w o u ld  c o m e  o v e r  
l a s t  n i g h t . ”  S h e  h a d  p r e e m p te d  th e  ro c k in g  
c h a i r  a n d  w a s  r o c k in g  h e r s e l f  b a c k  a n d  
f o r th  n e a r  th e  fire . S h e  s e e m e d  to  b e  q u i t e  
s a t is f ie d  w i th  h e r s e lf .

“ G o o d  m o r n in g ,”  s a id  th e  p o l i te  A sa .
W i t h  S a n t a  F e  a n d  s o m e  o f  th e  m e n  A sa  

w e n t b u s i ly  to  w o rk ,  d iv id in g  e v e r y t h in g  
u p  in to  s u i t a b l e  p a c k s  f o r  t h e  h o r s e s .  
S a n ta  F e  h a d  m a n a g e d  to  s a v e  h i s  o w n  s a d 
d le ,  b u t  th e  o th e r s  h a d  b e e n  b u r n e d .  R a w -  
h id e  s u r c in g le s  w e re  r ig g e d  w i th  s t i r r u p s  o f 
lo o p e d  l e a t h e r  to  h a n g  f r o m  t h e  s id e s . M o s t  
o f  th e  p e o p le  w o u ld  h a v e  o n ly  b l a n k e t s  fo r  
s a d d le s .

“ W h a t  is  T h u n d e r h a w k  d o in g ? ”  a s k e d  
S a n ta  F e .

“ T h e y  m o v e  o u t  to n ig h t  o r  in  th e  m o r n 
in g ,"  A s a  to ld  h im . “ T h e y  w ill t a k e  th e i r  
d e a d  b a c k  to  t h e  c o t to n w o o d  g ro v e  a n d  
r a is e  th e  s c a f fo ld s  b e s id e  T h e  A r r o w h e a d .”

I d l e  I n d i a n s  b e g a n  d r i f t i n g  o v e r  to  w a tc h  
th e  im m ig r a n t s .  T h e y  s a t  in  a  l i t t l e  g ro u p ,  
b la n k e t  w r a p p e d ,  fa c e s  s to l i d  a n d  in d i f f e r 
e n t  b u t  d a r k  e y e s  g la n c in g  h e r e  a n d  th e r e  
in  e a g e r  c u r io s i ty .  A p p a r e n t l y  o b l iv io u s  to  
th e  w h ite s ,  n o t  a  m o v e m e n t  n o r  a  f a c ia l  e x 
p re s s io n  e s c a p e d  th e i r  s e a r c h in g  e y e s .

P l e n t y  C o u p s  w a s  th e r e ,  in  h ig h  g o o d  h u 
m o r ,  t a l k in g  o c c a s io n a l ly  w i th  A s a  a n d  
S a n ta  F e .

W i l b u r  s a t  d o w n  b e s id e  M r s .  H o w a r d ’s  
r o c k in g  c h a i r .  “ S e e m s  to  m e ,”  h e  b e g a n ,  
“ M e  a n d  A n n  m ig h t  a s  w e ll h e  m a r r i e d  
r i g h t  o f f .”

“ W e l l ,”  M r s .  H o w a r d  d r a w le d ,  u n c e r 
t a i n l y ,  “ I  d o n ’t  k n o w ', W i lb u r .  A n n  h a d n ’t  
o u g h t  to  b e  r u s h e d .”

“ W h a t  d o  y o u  m e a n ? ”  d e m a n d e d  W i l 
b u r ,  h is  f a c e  r e d d e n in g  in  g ro w in g  a n g e r .  
“ I t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  a ll s e t t l e d . ”

M r s .  H o w a i d  t i t t e r e d  a n d  s m ir k e d .  
“ ’T a i n t  n e v e r  s e t t l e d  ’b o u t  a  g ir l  t i l l  y o u ’ve 
g o t  h e r . ”

“ N o w  lo o k  h e r e ,”  a r g u e d  W i l b u r ,  “ 1 
a i n ’t  g o in g  to  s t a n d  th i s .  Y o u  s a id  s h e  w a s  
g o in g  to  m a r r y  m e .”

“ W e ll ,  d e a r  m e , W i l b u r , ”  s h e  p r o t e s t e d ,  
“ A  g i r l  c a n  c h a n g e  h e r  m in d ,  c a n ’t  s h e ? ”

W I L B U R  fo l lo w e d  M r s .  H o w 
a r d ’s g a z e  a n d  s a w  t h a t  i t  r e s te d  
o n  A s a .  H i s  f a c e  w e n t  d a r k  

re d  in  je a lo u s  r a g e .  H e  w e n t  o v e r  to  h is  
p i l e  o f  s tu f f  a n d ,  w i th  b a c k  t u r n e d  to  th e  
p e o p le ,  e x a m in e d  h i s  b ig  h o r s e  p is to l  a n u  
s t u c k  i t  d o w n  in  h is  b e l t .  H e  c a m e  a n d  s a t  
d o w n  o n  th e  b r e a s tw o r k ,  m o o d i ly  lo o k in g  
f r o m  A s a  to  A n n  a n d  b a c k  a g a in .  T h e r e  
w a s  m u r d e r  in  h is  h e a r t .  H e  c o u ld  se e  t h a t  
w h e n  A n n  o r  A s a  t h o u g h t  th e m s e lv e s  f r e e  
f ro m  o b s e r v a t io n  th e i r  g la n c e s  s o u g h t  e a c h  
o t h e r  o u t .  I f  t h e i r  e y e s  m e t  t h e y  q u ick ly - 
lo o k e d  a w ? y ,  b o t h  d is g u s te d  t h a t  th e y  
s h o u ld  b e  lo o k in g  a t  e a c h  o th e r .  W h a t  W i l 
b u r  s a w  in  t h e i r  e y e s  s e t  h im  to  w a lk in g  
r e s t le s s ly  a r o u n d  b i t i n g  h i s  n a i l s .  H e  n o 
t i c e d  t h e  p e o p le  ig n o r e d  h im .  A ll t h e i r  
f r i e n d ly  t a l k  w a s  f o r  A s a . T h e y ' w e re  c a s t 
in g  h im  o ff , l ik e  a n  o ld  s h o e  t h e y  h a d  u s e d  
a n d  w o rn  o u t .  A f t e r  a l l  h e ’d  d o n e  f o r  th e m . 
H e  w o u ld n ’t  s t a n d  i t .

M r s .  H o w a r d  c a l l e d  to  A n n . “ A n n ,  g o  
a n d  g e t  a  p a i l  o f  w a t e r . ”  A n n  p ic k e d  u p  
a  b u c k e t  a n d  s t a r t e d  f o r  t h e  c r e e k .  T h e n  
M r s .  H o w a r d  s p o k e  to  A s a . “ A s a ,  I  w ish  
y o u 'd  g o  w i th  A n n . I  d o n ’t  l ik e  h a v in g  h e r  
g o  a lo n e  so  n e a r  th e m  h e a th e n  I n d i a n s . ”  

“ O h , m o t h e r ,  I ’m  a ll  r i g h t , ”  p r o t e s t e d  
A n n ,  d is l ik e  in  h e r  v o ic e .

M r s .  H o w a r d  s p o k e  a g a in .  “ Y o u  g o  w i th  
h e r ,  A s a .”

A sa  th re w ' d o w n  a  r o p e  w i th  a  g e s tu r e  o f  
a n n o y a n c e  a n d  fo llo w e d  A n n . S o m e  o f  th e  
p e o p le  s m ile d  b r o a d l y .  O n e  m a n  w h is p e r e d ,  
“ M r s .  H o w a r d  k n o w s  w h ic h  s id e  h e r  b r e a d  
i s  b u t t e r e d . ”  W i l b u r  o v e r h e a r d  t h a t  r e 
m a r k .  P e r h a p s  t h e  m a n  w a n te d  h im  to .
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A s a  s to o d  b e s id e  A n n  a s  s h e  d ip p e d  u p  
a  b u c k e t  o f  w a te r .  H e  t r i e d  to  k e e p  h is  
e y e s  o n  th e  c o o l w h i te  p e a k s  t h a t  r e a c h e d  
u p  to  th e  s k y .  H e  fo u n d  h e  w a s  y e a r n i n g  
o v e r  th e  b r i g h t  b r o w n  h a i r  a n d  th e  s w e e t 
m i s ty  e y e s . W i t h o u t  a  w o r d  h e  to o k  h e r  in  
h is  a r m s  a n d  p r e s s e d  h e r  s t r o n g  y o u n g  b o d y  
a g a in s t  h im .  H a n d  o n  h e r  f o r e h e a d  h e  
t i p p e d  h e r  h e a d  b a c k  a n d  k is s e d  h e r .  
K is s e d  h e r  e y e s  a n d  h a i r  a n d  l ip s ,  m u r m u r 
in g  “ O h  A n n , A n n ,  I  lo v e  y o u . ' ’

S h e  g a s p e d  a n d  s t r u g g le d  f r e e ;  w i th  
f lu s h e d  c h e e k s  a n d  q u e s t io n in g  e y e s  s h e  
s t a r e d  a t  h im .

“ W il l  y o u  m a r r y  m e , A n n ? ” h e  s a id .
A n n ’s e y e s  s o f te n e d .  S h e  lo o k e d  a w a y  

a n d  th e n  b a c k  to  h im . S h e  th r e w  o u t  h e r  
h a n d s  in  a  g e s tu r e  o f  a b n e g a t io n .  T h e r e  
w a s  h e a r t b r e a k  in  h e r  v o ic e . “ I  c a n ’t ,  A sa . 
I  to ld  y o u  I  c a n ’t . ”

“ B u t  w h y ? ” h e  in s is t e d .  “ Y o u  lo v e  m e , 
d o n ’t  y o u ? ”

“ Y e s ,”  d r e a r i l y ,  “ I  lo v e  y o u .”
“ T h e n  w h y  c a n ’t  y o n  m a r r y  m e ? ”
“ O h , c a n ’t  y o u  s e e ,”  s h e  p le a d e d .  “ T h e  

p e o p le  a r e  r u in e d .  T h e y  h a v e  n o th in g .  
T h e y  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  o n  W i l b u r .  I f  I  d o n ’t  
m a r r y  h im  h e  w ill  le a v e  th e m  to  s t a r v e .  
C a n ’t  y o u  se e ?  T h e y  h a v e  n o th i n g  a t  a l l  
b u t  w h a t  I  c a n  g iv e  th e m .  I t  is  m y  d u t y . ”

A s a  s m ile d  q u i t e  h a p p i l y .  “ T h a t ’s a l l  
r i g h t , ”  h e  s a id .  “ I ’v e  g o t  p l e n t y .  I ’ll t a k e  
c a r e  o f  t h e m ,”  a n d  h e  to o k  h e r  in  h is  a r m s  
a g a in .

S h e  b e a t  a t  h im  w i th  c le n c h e d  f i s ts  a n d  
s t r u g g le d  f r e e  a g a in .  “ Y o u  b r u t e , ”  s h e  
g a s p e d .  “ C a n ’t  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d ?  I  c a n ’t  
d o  i t  n o w  a n y w a y .  S e ll m y s e lf  to  th e  h ig h 
e s t  b i d d e r ! ”  s h e  s to r m e d .

A s a  s t a r e d  a t  h e r ,  th e  h a p p in e s s  d r a in in g  
o u t  o f  h is  fa c e . “ I t ’s  y o u  w h o  a r e  th e  
b r u t e , ”  h e  s a id ,  in  s c o r n  a n d  a n g e r .  “ W e  
lo v e  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  y o u r  s i lly  
p r id e  a n d  s e n s e  o f  d u t y ,  y o u ’ll  w re c k  b o th  
o u r  l i v e s .”

H e . s t a r e d  a t  h e r ,  a n d  a s k e d ,  q u i e t l y ,  “ I s  
t h a t  s o ? ”

S h e  lo o k e d  a w a y  a c ro s s  th e  g r a y  s a g e  a n d  
u p  a t  t h e  w h i te  p e a k s  t h r o u g h  te a r - d im m e d  
e y e s . S h e  n o d d e d ,  a n d  w h is p e r e d ,  “ I  m u s t . ”

A s a  s to o d  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  h e r  a  lo n g  t im e ,  
s e e in g  h e r  d im ly .  I n  a  s u d d e n  b u r s t  o f  
a n g e r  h e  s h r u g g e d ,  m u t t e r e d ,  “ T o  h e l l

w i th  y o u , ”  a n d  s t a r t e d  b a c k  to  t h e  c a m p .

HE  T H O U G H T  f a s t  a n d  f u r io u s ly  a s  
h e  w a lk e d .  H is  a n g e r  l e f t  h im —  

a s h a m e d .  P o o r  g ir l .  H e  c o u ld  
g iv e  t h i n g s  to  t h e  p e o p le .  G iv e  m o r e  a n d  
b e f o r e  W i l b u r  d id  a n d  k e e p  h e r  f r o m  m a r r y 
in g  W i l b u r .  T h in g s  w o u ld  w o rk  o u t  y e t .  
H e  w a n te d  to  g o  b a c k  a n d  s a y  c o m f o r t i n g  
w o r d s  t o  A n n ,  b u t  s i l ly  p r id e  w o u ld n ’t  le t  
h im — y e t .

H e  s a w  t h a t  T h u n d e r h a w k  a n d  T h e  
D a w n  w e re  c o m in g  th r o u g h  th e  s a g e  f r o m  
t h e  I n d i a n  v i l la g e .  W i t h  a  s u d d e n ,  s i c k 
e n in g  s h o c k  h e  s to p p e d  a n d  s t a r e d  a t  th e m . 
“ G o d ”  h e  m u t t e r e d .  “ W h a t  a  fo o l!  W h a t  
a  fo o l!  W h a t  a  m e s s .”

T h e  D a w n  h a d  b e e n  so  h a p p y  t h a t  m o r n 
in g  w h e n  h e  to ld  h e r  o f  th e  a g r e e m e n t  
w i th  T h u n d e r h a w k .  H e  h a t e d  to  h u r t  T h e  
D a w n .  H e  w o n d e r e d  if  T h e  D a w n  h a d  s e e n  
h im  d o w n  a t  th e  c r e e k  w i th  A n n .  S h e  m u s t  
h a v e .  T h e y  w e re  in  p la i n  s ig h t  o f  e v e r y 
b o d y .  H e  w a i te d  f o r  th e m  to  c o m e  u p . 
T h u n d e r h a w k  g r e e t e d  h im  a s  u s u a l  b u t  T h e  
D a w n  w a s  v e r y  q u ie t ,  a  r e m o te  lo o k  in  h e r  
d a r k  e y e s .

O ld  S a n ta  F e  w a s  s i t t i n g  o n  a  ro l l  o f  
b la n k e t s .  H e  h a d  c le a n e d  h is  o w n  r if le  
a n d  n o w  w a s  a t  w o rk  o n  A s a ’s . A s  A s a  
p a s s e d  h im  h e  s a id ,  “ H a n d  m e  y e r  k n i f e ,  
A s a .  I  g o t  a  g o o d  w h e t  r o c k  h e r e  a n d  I ’ll 
t a k e  th e  n ic k s  o u t . ”

A s a  h a n d e d  h im  th e  lo n g  k n i f e ,  a b s e n t ly ,  
n o t  e v e n  g r in n in g  a t  S a n t a  F e ’s  i n s u l t in g  
r e f e r e n c e  to  n ic k s  in  h i s  s m o o th ,  k e e n  k n i f e .

W i l b u r ,  to o ,  h a d  s e e n  A s a  a n d  A n n  d o w n  
b y  th e  c r e e k .  H is  l ip s  w e re  tw i t c h in g  a n d  
h e  s lo b b e r e d  a  l i t t l e  a s  h e  w a lk e d  n e r v o u s ly  
b a c k  a n d  f o r th .  H e  s a w  A s a  a n d  T h e  D a w n  
s t a n d in g  w i th  T h u n d e r h a w k ,  lo o k in g  d o w n  
a t  S a n t a  F e  a n d  t a lk in g  a  l i t t l e .  H e  k e p t  
lo o k in g  a t  A s a .  F in a l ly  h e  c o u ld  se e  n o t h 
in g  b u t  A s a . A s a  g ro w n  to  fill th e  w h o le  
w o r ld  a n d  c ro w d  h im  o u t  o f  i t .  H e  w a lk e d  
b a c k  a  w a y , t h e n  t u r n e d  a n d  w a lk e d  t o 
w a r d  th e m ,  e y e s  d i l a t e d ,  s h iv e r in g  a  l i t t l e .

F o r  lo n g  y e a r s  a f t e r w a r d  th e  p e o p le  
a r g u e d  o v e r  W i l b u r ’s n e x t  a c t i o n .  T h e y  
a r g u e d  a s  to  w h e th e r  W i l b u r  h a d  n o t ic e d  
t h a t  A s a  w a s  c o m p le te ly  u n a r m e d ,  o r  
w h e th e r ,  in  j e a l o u s  r a g e ,  h e  s u d d e n ly  w e n t  
c r a z y .
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T h e  p e o p le  w e re  g r o u p e d  a r o u n d  th e  l i t 
t l e  b r e a s tw o r k .  I t  m a d e  a  c o n v e n ie n t  p la c e  
to  s i t  d o w n . M o s t  o f  th e m  w e re  b u s y ,  m e n d 
in g , c o n t r iv in g ,  f ix in g  th in g s .  B e y o n d  th e m , 
d o s e  a t  h a n d ,  th e  tw o  te p e e s  ro se  u p  a g a in s t  
th e  f a r  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  s n o w y  p e a k s  o f 
th e  m o u n ta in .  S a n t a  F e  w a s  s i t t i n g  o n  a  
b l a n k e t  ro l l  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  te p e e s ,  w o rk in g  
o n  A s a ’s  r if le .  H i s  o w n  a n d ' A s a ’s  k n iv e s  
la y  b e s id e  h im  r e a d y  to  b e  h o n e d .

A n n  c a m e  u p ,  m o v e d  th e  k n iv e s  a lo n g  
a n d  s a t  d o w n  b e s id e  S a n t a  F e .  T o  th e  
r i g h t ,  A s a ,  T h u n d e r h a w k  a n d  T h e  D a w n  
w e re  s t a n d in g ,  t a l k i n g  id ly .  T h e r e  w a s  a  
g le a m  o f  p l e a s a n t r y  in  T h u n d e r h a w k ’s  e y e s  
a s  h e  lo o k e d  a t  A sa  a n d  T h e  D a w n .  B a c k  
u f th e m , a c r o s s  th e  c r e e k ,  th e  b ro w n  te p e e s  
o f  th e  C h e y e n n e  v i l la g e  ro s e  o u t  o f  th e  f la t .  
A  g r o u p  o f  I n d i a n s  s a t  o n  th e  g r o u n d  a  l i t t l e  
w a y  fro m  T h u n d e r h a w k .  T h e y  s a t  im m o 
b ile ,  w a tc h in g  th e  im m ig r a n t s  in  u n a p p e a s e d  
c u r io s i ty .  O c c a s io n a l ly  o n e  s p o k e  a  few  
w o rd s  in  th e  C h e y e n n e  g u t t u r a l s  a n d  th e  
e y e s  o f  th e  r e s t  s h i f t e d  t o w a r d  w h a te v e r  
h a d  b e e n  m e n t io n e d .  A r o u n d  a n d  b e y o n d ,  
th e  g r a y  s a g e  f lo w e r  f lo w e d  a w a y  in to  th e  
d is ta n c e .

A s a  a n d  T h u n d e r h a w k  w e re  f a c in g  th e  
I n d i a n  v il la g e  w i th  T h e  D a w n  in  f r o n t  o f  
th e m . T h e y  w e re  t a l k in g  to  h e r  in  C h e y 
e n n e ,  p la y f u l ly ,  a n d  s h e  wra s  la u g h in g  u p  
a t  th e m .  T h e  lo n g  p l a i t s  o f  h a i r  h a n g in g  
d o w n  in  f r o n t  o f  h e r  s h o u ld e r s  h a d  s t r a n d s  
o f  r e d  w o r s te d  b r a i d e d  in . T h e r e  w a s  a  
s p o t o f  v e rm il io n  o n  e a c h  r o u n d e d  c h e e k .  
A s sh e  g la n c e d  u p  a t  A sa  w i th  d a n c in g  e y e s  
th e  w a rm  b lo o d  d e e p e n e d  t h e  c o p p e r y  
b r o n z e  o f  h e r  fa c e .

W I L B U R  h a d  w a lk e d  o u t  a  l i t t l e  
w a y  in to  th e  s a g e . H e  w a s  
m o v in g  h is  a r m s  a n d  f in g e r s  a s  

if  in  p a in .  N o  o n e  p a id  a n y  a t t e n t i o n  to  
h im . H e  c ir c le d  a r o u n d  a n d  th e n  w a lk e d  
b a c k .  W a lk e d  u p  to  w i th in  a  d o z e n  p a c e s  
b e h in d  A sa . T h e  D a w n  n o t ic e d  h i s  r e d  fa c e , 
b lo o d s h o t  e y e s  a n d  h a l f - o p e n  s lo b b e r in g  
m o u th .  S h e  s to p p e d  t a l k in g  a n d  h e r  e y e s  
w id e n e d  a  l i t t l e  in  w o n d e r .

W i t h o u t  w a r n in g ,  W 'i lb u r  h a d  h is  b ig  
p is to l  o u t ,  a im in g  a t  A s a ’s  b a c k .  Writh  a  
s h r ie k  o f  f e a r ,  “ N a !  N a ! ”  T h e  D a w n  b r o k e  
th r o u g h  b e tw e e n  A s a  a n d  T h u n d e r h a w k ,

p u s h in g  A s a  a s id e  a s  s h e  c a m e .  W i t h  a  
s h a t t e r i n g  r o a r  t h e  p is to l  e x p lo d e d .  T h e  
D a w n  g a s p e d ,  q u iv e r e d ,  a n d  s a n k  b a c k  in to  
.A sa’s  a rm s .

A  t i g e r i s h  l e a p  a n d  T h u n d e r h a w k ’s 
k n i f e  s l ip p e d  in to  W i l b u r ’s  h e a r t .  A n  in 
s t a n t  l a t e r  S a n t a  F e ’s h ig h  s w u n g  r i f le  b u t t  
c a m e  d o w n  o n  h i s  h e a d .  S k u l l  c r u s h e d ,  
W i l b u r  s a n k  d o w n  in  a  h u d d le d  h e a p .

A  f ie n d is h  y e l l  f r o m  th e  g r o u p  o f  C h e y 
e n n e  w a r r i o r s .  I n  a  f ly in g  l e a p  a n  I n d i a n  
w a s  o n  h is  k n e e s  o n  W i l b u r ’s b a c k ,  h i s  
k n i f e  c i r c l in g  th e  s c a lp .  T h e  I n d i a n  b e n t  
d o w n , s e iz e d  a n  e d g e  o f  t h e  g a s h e d  s k in  in  
h i s  t e e t h  a n d  to r e  i t  lo o s e . W i t h  a  d i a b o l 
ic a l y e l l  h e  h e ld  t h e  W o o d  d r i p p in g  t r o p h y  
h ig h  in  t h e  a i r .

P a n d e m o n i u m  b r o k e  lo o se . W o m e n  r u n 
n in g  a n d  s c r e a m in g ,  m e n  y e l l in g  a n d  j u m p 
in g  fo r  t h e i r  r i f le s .  T h u n d e r h a w k  a n d  
P l e n t y  C o u p s  w e re  y e l l in g  a t  th e  m a d d e n e d  
I n d i a n s ,  k n o c k in g  d o w n  k n i v e s  a n d  
h a t c h e t s .  F o r  o n e  b r e a th le s s  i n s t a n t  i t  
s e e m e d  th e r e  w o u ld  b e  a n  im m e d ia te  m a s 
s a c r e  o f  a l l  th e  w h ite s .

T e n s e  e y e d ,  c lu b b e d  r i f le  in  h a n d ,  r e a d y  
fo r  t h e  b a t t l e .  S a n t a  F’e  w a tc h e d  th e  e f f o r ts  
o f  T h u n d e r h a w k  a n d  P l e n t y  C o u p s  t o  g a in  
c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s .  S o m e  o f  t h e  o ld e r  
w a r r i o r s  jo in e d  th e  e f f o r ts  o f  t h e  c h ie f s ,  a n d  
th e  y o u n g e r  w a r r i o r s ,  b i t t e r  a n d  s u l le n ,  w e re  
h u s t l e d  o ff t o w a r d  th e  I n d i a n  v il la g e .

S a n t a  F e  r e la x e d  a n d  s h o o k  h i s  h e a d .  
H e  n e v e r  e x p e c te d  to  b e  a s  n e a r  d e a th ,  a n d . 
l iv e ,  a s  h e  h a d  b e e n  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t .

A s a  h a d  c a u g h t  T h e  D a w n  in  h is  a r m s  a s  
s h e  fe l l . H e  w a s  s i t t i n g  o n  th e  g r o u n d  
n o w , h e r  h e a d  r e s t in g  o n  h is  k n e e s .  A f te r  
t h e  f i r s t  s h o c k  o f  h o r r o r  A n n  h a d  c o m e  to  
t h e m ,  k n e e l in g  b e s id e  th e  I n d i a n  g i r l ,  h o l d 
in g  o n e  o f  h e r  h a n d s .  S a n ta  F e  c a m e  a n d  
s to o d  o v e r  th e m ,  le a n in g  o n  h is  b lo o d y  r i f le ,  
u n h e e d e d  t e a r s  in  t h e  f ie r c e  o ld  e y e s . 
T h u n d e r h a w k  c a m e  a n d  d r o p p e d  to  h is  
k n e e s  b e s id e  h is  d y in g  s i s t e r .  “ L i t t l e  s i s 
t e r , ”  h e  p le a d e d ,  “ d o  n o t  le a v e  u s ,  l i t t l e  
s i s t e r . ”

T h e  D a w n  w a s  c o n s c io u s .  S h e  s e e m e d  
to  b e  in  n o  p a in .  T h e  e lk  t e e t h  o n  h e r  
d r e s s  r u s t l e d  a  l i t t l e  a s  h e r  b r e a s t  ro s e  a n d  
fe l l  s p a s m o d ic a l ly .  A  l i t t l e  t r i c k l e  o f  b r i g h t  
b lo o d  r a n  d o w n  f r o m  th e  c o r n e r  o f  l ip s  t h a t  
w o u ld  n e v e r  l a u g h  a g a in .  S lo w ly  s h e
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r a i s e d  o n e  a r m  u p  a r o u n d  A s a ’s  n e c k .  
W i t h  a  g u lp in g  s o b  h e  l a i d  h is  f a c e  d o w n  
to  h e r s  a n d  k is s e d  h e r .  H e r  e y e s  s m i le d  a  
l i t t l e ,  q u i t e  h a p p i l y .

S h e  b e g a n  to  w h is p e r ,  h e r  v o ic e  g a t h e r 
in g  a  l i t t l e  s t r e n g th ,  t a l k in g  to  A s a ,  a s  
t h o u g h  th e r e  w a s  n o  o n e  e ls e  in  t h e  w o r ld .  
“ I  a m  w il l in g  to  g o . Y o u r  h e a r t  is  in  th e  
lo d g e s  o f  y o u r  p e o p le .”

“ N o t  t r u e , ”  g r o a n e d  A sa . “ M y  h e a r t  
g o e s  o u t  w i th  T h e  D a w n .”

T h e r e  w a s  a  lo o k  o f  s m i l in g  w is d o m  in  
h e r  e y e s . S lo w ly  s h e  b r o u g h t  t h e  h a n d  o f  
A rm  u p  o n to  h e r  b r e a s t  a n d  b e g a n  g r o p in g  
f o r  A s a ’s. S h e  f o u n d  i t  a n d  b r o u g h t  th e m  
to g e th e r .  S h e  h e ld  th e m  u n d e r  h e r s ,  w h is 
p e r in g  a g a in  to  A s a ,  “ M a k e  m y  w o r d s  p la in  
to  th e  w h i te  g ir l .  Y o u  a r e  to  g o  to g e th e r .  
I ,  T h e  D a w n ,  a s k  i t . ”

T h e  d a r k  w id e  e y e s  g re w  d im . T h r o u g h  
a  h a z e  s h e  s a w  h e r  b r o t h e r  a n d  s m i le d  a  
l i t t l e  t e n d e r  s m ile ,  th e n  s o u g h t  A s a  a g a in .  
S h e  h e ld  h is  e y e s  to  t h e  e n d .

N E X T  m o r n in g ,  in  t h e  le v e l  r a y s  o f 
s u n r is e ,  A s a  s to o d  o n  th e  d e s e r te d  
c a m p  g r o u n d  o f  th e  C h e y e n n e  a n d  

w a tc h e d  th e  v i l la g e  file  a w a y  to  t h e  e a s t .
I t  h a d  b e e n  a  b i t t e r  n ig h t .  W a tc h in g  b e 

s id e  T h e  D a w n ,  a n d ,  a t  l e n g th ,  te l l in g  
T h u n d e r h a w k  a n d  th e  g o o d  o ld  P l e n t y  
C o u p s  a n d  h is  w ife  t h a t  h e  m u s t  g o  n o w  
w i th  h is  o w n  p e o p le .  T h e  s o b - r o c k e d  f r a m e  
o f  th e  fo r lo r n  o ld  w o m a n  h a d  b e e n  a  g r i e v 
o u s  t h in g  to  b e a r .  H e  g a v e  P l e n t y  C o u p s  
a  t a lk in g  s k in  fo r  h im s e l f  , a n  o r d e r  o n  F o r t  
L a r a m ie  so  t h a t  a s  lo n g  a s  h e  l iv e d  h e  
s h o u ld  n e v e r  w a n t .  H e  h a d  b e g g e d  T h u n 
d e r h a w k  i f  th e  t im e  e v e r  c a m e  w h e n  h is  
c o u n s e l  w a s  n e e d e d  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  s e n d  h im  
w o rd . L o n g  y e a r s  a f t e r w a r d ,  s u f fe r in g  
u n d e r  b r o k e n  t r e a t i e s ,  b e s e t  o n  a l l  s id e s  b y  
t r e a c h e r o u s  a n d  h o s t i l e  w h i te s ,  h i s  p e o p le  
d e c im a te d  a n d  s t a r v in g ,  T h u n d e r h a w k  s e n t  
th e  w o r d  a n d  A s a  r e d e e m e d  h is  p r o m is e  to  
h e lp .  .

A sa  s to o d  n o w , t a l l  a n d  s t r a i g h t  a n d  v e ry  
m u c h  a lo n e  in  t h e  m o r n in g  s u n  w a tc h in g  h is  
I n d i a n  f r i e n d s  d i s a p p e a r  a r o u n d  th e  p o in t  
o f  t h e  r id g e  to  th e  e a s t .  V e ry  s a d ly  h e  
w a tc h e d  th e m  r id in g  a w a y  o u t  o f  h i s  l i fe .  
T h u n d e r h a w k  w a s  th e  l a s t  to  g o . O n  th e  
l a s t  r i s e  h e  t u r n e d  h i s  p o n y  a n d  s a t  th e r e ,

lo o k in g  b a c k  a t  A s a .  H e  w a v e d  t o  A sa , 
t h e  s u n l ig h t  f l a s h in g  o n  th e  b u r n i s h e d  c o p 
p e r  a r m  b a n d s .  A s a  th r e w  u p  h i s  h a n d s  in  
t h e  s ig n  o f  p e a c e .  H e  w a s  w h is p e r in g  
“ G o o d - b y ,  T h u n d e r h a w k .”  T h e  I n d i a n  
c h ie f  t u r n e d  a n d  r o d e  o n  o v e r  t h e  h i l l  o u t  
o f  s ig h t .

A s a  w a n d e r e d  s a d ly  a r o u n d  th e  a b a n 
d o n e d  c a m p in g  p la c e .  H e  n o t e d  t h e  te p e e  
c i r c le s ,  a n  o ld  m o c c a s in ,  b o n e s  s p l i t  o p e n  
fo r  th e  m a r r o w .  H e  p ic k e d  u p  a  b r o k e n  
a r r o w  a n d  th r e w  i t  d o w n  a g a in .  H e  w a s  
b id d i n g  f a r e w e l l  to  a l l  t h a t .

A f t e r  a  w h i le  A s a  n o t i c e d  th e  im m ig r a n t s  
s t a n d in g  a r o u n d  t h e i r  c a m p ,  w a tc h in g  h im . 
H e  s h o o k  h is  s h o u ld e r s  a s  i f  th r o w in g  off a  
g a r m e n t ,  th e n  w a lk e d  b r i s k ly  o v e r  t o  th e  
lo d g e s  o f  h is  p e o p le .  T h e y  h a d  j u s t  f in is h e d  
b u r y i n g  W ilb u r .

H i s  e y e s  s e a r c h e d  th e  g r o u p  f o r  A n n ,  b u t  
d id  n o t  f in d  h e r .  S a n t a  F e  w a s  a l l  b u s i 
n e s s . “ Y a h ,  A s a , l e t ’s  g i t  th e m  h o r s e s  
p a c k e d .  W e  g o t  a  r i g h t  s m a r t  p ie c e  to  g o  
y e t . ”

A s a  p a i d  n o  a t t e n t i o n  to  o ld  S a n ta  F e . 
H e  h a d  s e e n  A n n  g o in g  d o w n  o v e r  th e  b a n k  
o f  th e  c r e e k ,  a  b u c k e t  in  h e r  h a n d .  H e  
w a lk e d  r a p i d ly  a f t e r  h e r .

A n n  h a d  b e e n  w o n d e r in g ,  s m il in g  a  l i t t l e  
to  h e r s e l f ,  h a p p i l y ,  a n d  th e n  f e e l in g  s h o c k e d  
a t  w h a t  s h e  c a l l e d  h e r  le v i ty .  T e l l in g  
h e r s e l f  i t  h a d  a l l  b e e n  so  a w fu l .  T h e  s u d 
d e n ,  v io l e n t  d e a t h  o f  tw o  p e o p le  s h o u ld  
h a v e  s e n t  h e r ,  m o u r n in g ,  t o  h e r  p r a y e r s .  
W e ll ,  s h e  p r a y e d  f o r  th e m ,  a n d  w o u ld  c o n 
t i n u e  to  d o  so , a n d  s m ile d  h a p p i l y .  S h e  
w o n d e r e d  w h e n  A s a  w o u ld  c o m e  to  h e r .  
S h e  b e g a n  to  b e  a  l i t t l e  a f r a i d  o f  h im . H e  
w a s  so  d r e a d f u l l y  d i r e c t  s o m e tim e s .  S h e  
s a t  d o w n  b y  th e  c r e e k ,  h id d e n  u n d e r  th e  
b a n k  f r o m  t h e  p e o p le .  A s a  w o u ld n ’t  f in d  
h e r  th e r e .

B u t  t h e r e  w a s  a  s w if t  m o v e m e n t  a b o v e  
a n d  a  g r a v e - f a c e d  A s a  c a m e  d o w n  th e  b a n k  
in  lo n g  s w if t  s t r id e s .  H e  s to o d  th e r e ,  lo o k 
in g  d o w n  a t  h e r .  T h e  s u n l ig h t  w a s  d a n c 
in g  in  h e r  h a i r ,  b r in g in g  o u t  t h e  co p p e ry - 
t i n t s .  H e  p u t  h is  h a n d  d o w n  o n  th e  d e a r  
h e a d .

“ A n n , A n n ,”  h e  a s k e d  h e r  v e r y  s o f t ly ,  
“ w ill  y o u  m a r r y  m e , A n n ? ”

S h e  k e p t  h e r  h e a d  d o w n . H e  c o u ld  se e  
t h e  r e d  b lo o d  c r e e p in g  u p  h e r  b e n t  c h e e k .
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I n  a  v e r y  l i t t l e  v o ic e  s h e  s a id ,  “ I  th o u g h t  
y o u  to ld  m e  to  g o  to  h e l l . ”

H e  la u g h e d ,  s to o p e d  d o w n  a n d  s w e p t  h e r  
in to  h is  a r m s .  A f t e r  a  w h i le  h e  s a id ,  “ I  
m a y  b e  g o in g  th e r e  m y s e l f . ”

“ O h , w e ll t h e n , ”  s h e  la u g h e d ,  a  h a p p y  
c a tc h  in  h e r  v o ic e , “ th e n  I  w a n t  to  g o  th e r e ,  
to o .”

T H E Y  s a t  a n d  t a l k e d  o f  th i s  a n d  t h a t  
a n d  m o s t ly  o f  e a c h  o th e r .  T a lk e d  
a s  lo v e r s  w ill w h o  a t  l a s t  h a v e  fo u n d  

e a c h  o th e r .  “ W h e n  d id  y o u  f i r s t  k n o w  y o u  
lo v e d  m e ? ”  a n d  “ I ’v e  lo v e d  y o u  a i l  m y  
l i f e .”  “ S il ly ,  h o w  c o u ld  y o u  b e f o r e  y o u  
k n e w  m e ? ”  “ I  lo v e d  th e  d r e a m  t h a t  w a s  
y o u .”

T h e y  b e c a m e  c o n s c io u s  t h a t  s o m e o n e  w a s  
s t a n d in g  o n  th e  b a n k  lo o k in g  d o w n  a t  th e m . 
O ld  S a n t a  F e  w a s  th e r e ,  h i s  h a n d s  o n  h is  
h ip s ,  s m il in g .

“ W h e n e v e r  y e  g i t  a  l i t t l e  t im e ,  A s a ,”  h e  
s a id ,  “ l e t ’s  g o  to  F o r t  H a l l . ”

A s a  g r in n e d  u p  a t  h im . “ T h i s  is  a  g o o d  
p la c e .  W h y  m o v e ? ”

T h e n  h e  t o ld  S a n ta  F e  to  c o m e  d o w n , h e  
h a d  i m p o r t a n t  n e w s  fo r  h im .

“  ’T a i n t  n o  n e w s  to  m e ,” la u g h e d  S a n t a  
F e .  “ I  s e e n  i t  c o m in g  w a y  b a c k  y o n d e r . ”  

H e  c a m e  d o w n  a n d  th e y  p u t  th e  o ld  
p la in s m e n  b e tw e e n  th e m .

“ T h e  n e w s  is  t h i s ,  o ld - t i m e r ,”  A s a  to ld  
h im . “ W e ’re  a l l  g o in g  to  O re g o n . L iv e  in  
a  h o u s e .  P l a n t  c a b b a g e s  a n d  a l l  t h a t . ”  

“ W’h o ?  M e ? ” p r o t e s t e d  S a n t a  I 'e .  
“ Y a h ,  I  a i n ’t g o t  n o  c a b b a g e s .”

“ O h  p le a s e ,  S a n t a  F e , ”  A n n  b e g g e d . 
“ W e  j u s t  c a n ’t  g e t  a lo n g  w i th o u t  y o u .

Y o u  w o n ’t  h a v e  to  p l a n t  th in g s .  Y o u  c a n  
h u n t  a n d  t r a p  o u t  t h e r e .  T h e n  b e tw e e n  
w h ile s  y o u  c a n  c o m e  to  u s .  O u r  h o m e  w ill 
b e  y o u r  h o m e .  P le a s e ,  S a n ta  F e , ”  a n d  s h e  
to o k  th e  g n a r l e d  o ld  f is t  in  h e r  h a n d s .

T h e r e  w a s  m o i s tu r e  in  th e  f ie rc e  o ld  e y e s . 
“ Y a h ,  I  d u n n o ,”  h e  p a r r i e d .  “ M e b b e s o ,  
A s a  h e r e  a i n ’t  k e e n  a b o u t  h a v in g  a  f in e  
lo o k in g  m a n  l i k e  m e  h a n g in g  r o u n d  h is  
t e p e e .”

A s a  s p o k e  g r a v e ly ,  “ W e ’v e  b e e n  to g e th e r  
a  lo n g  t im e ,  S a n t a  F e .  L e t ’s  d o n ’t  lo s e  e a c h  
o t h e r  n o w .”

“ P le a s e ,  S a n t a  F e , ”  A n n  b e g g e d .
T h e  f ie rc e  o ld  e y e s  w e re  w in k in g  f a s t .  

H is  v o ic e  w a s  h u s k y  a s  h e  s a id ,  “ I t ’s  r e a l  
n ic e  o f  y o u  tw o . A ll r i g h t .  I ’ll  t r y  i t  a  
w h i r l . ”

T h e  o ld  I n d i a n  f ig h te r  b r u s h e d  h is  e y e s  
w i th  t h e  b a c k  o f  h i s  h a n d  a n d  b e c a m e  v e r y  
b r i s k  a n d  b u s in e s s l ik e .

“ C o m e  o n  n o w ,”  h e  u r g e d .  “ I f  w e ’r e  g o 
in g  to  O re g o n  l e t ’s  g i t  s t a r t e d . ”

W i t h  S a n t a  F e  b e tw e e n  th e m ,  t h e i r  a r m s  
th r o u g h  h is ,  t h e y  w a lk e d  u p  to  t h e  c a m p .

A s a  w e n t  d i r e c t  to  M r .  H o w a r d .
“ W iH  y o u  m a r r y  A n n  a n d  m e  r ig h t  

n o w ? ”
“ W h a t ? ”  e x c la im e d  M r .  H o w a r d ,  h is  

c a r e w o r n  fa c e  l i g h t in g  u p .  “ Y o u  a n d  
A n n ?  A sa , I  a m  g la d ,  g l a d . ”  I t  s e e m e d  h e  
w o u ld  n e v e r  g e t  th r o u g h  s h a k i n g  A s a ’s 
h a n d .  T h e n  h e  h u r r i e d  o ff a f t e r  h is  B ib le . 
A n n  w a s  s t i l l  w e a r in g  t h e  d o e s k in  I n d i a n  
d r e s s .  A s a  w e n t  o v e r ,  u n r o l l e d  h i s  p a r -  
f ie c h e , to o k  o u t  a n d  p u t  o n  t h e  n e w  b u c k 
s k in  s h i r t  T h e  A r r o w h e a d  h a d  b r o u g h t  h im  
s o  lo n g  a g o . T h e y  c a m e  a n d  s to o d ,  h a n d  in

P fs cut B ute**!.**

* WHEN YOU BUY THE
•  Why gamble when you buy razor blades? In Probak Jr. 
you get the product of the world’s largest blade maker at the 
sensational low price of 4 for 10c, This blade romps through 
tough whiskers without pull or irritation. Try it.

PROBAK j u n io r
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h a n d ,  b e f o r e  a  g r a v e - f a c e d  M r .  H o w a r d .  
T h e  p e o p le  g a th e r e d  a b o u t  th e m .

M r s .  B a r k e r  b r o k e  in  w i th ,  “ W a i t ,  A n n . 
W a i t  a  m in u te .  I  g o t  s o m e th in g  fo r  y e . ”  
S h e  r e a c h e d  in s id e  h e r  n e c k ,  p u l l e d  o u t  a  
s t r i n g  a n d  u n t i e d  a  t h i n  g o ld  r in g .

“ H e r e , ”  s h e  s a id .  “ I  w a n t  y e  s h o u ld  u s e  
th i s .  A n d  if  y e  g i t  a lo n g  a s  w e ll a s  m e  a n d  
A b n e r  d id ,  t h a t ’s a l l  I  a s k . ”

“ B u t ,  M r s .  B a r k e r , ”  A n n  p r o t e s t e d ,  
“ T h a t ’s  y o u r  w e d d in g  r in g .  Y o u  w a n t  to  
k e e p  i t . ”

“ A in ’t  n o th in g  I 'd  r u t h e r  d o  t h a n  h a v e  
y e  h a v e  i t .  Y e  g o t to  p le a s e  m e  in  th i s ,  
A n n .”

A n d  so , in  th e  s u n s h in e  a n d  th e  g r a y  s a g e , 
u n d e r  t h e  lo w e r in g  w h i te  p e a k s  o f  th e  
m o u n ta in s ,  th e y  w e re  m a r r ie d .

M r s .  H o w a r d  s e e m e d  to  fe e l th e  o c c a s io n  
c a l le d  f o r  so m e  d is p la y  o f  e m o t io n  f ro m  
h e r .  “ W e l l , ”  s h e  s a id ,  lu g u b r io u s ly ,  “ I  h o p e  
i t  a l l  t u r n s  o u t  fo r  th e  b e s t . ”

A s a  g r in n e d  a t  h e r .  “ O h  y e s ,  m o t h e r , ”  
h e  s a id ,  “ W e  a l l  h o p e  s o .”  T h e n ,  in  to n e s  
o f  m o c k  s a d n e s s  h e  s a id ,  “ B u t  c h e e r  u p ,  
p e r h a p s  i t  w o n ’t . ”  A n n  g ig g le d .

I t  t o o k  a  lo n g  t im e ,  t h a t  f i r s t  p a c k in g  
o f  w ild  h o r s e s  b y  in e x p e r ie n c e d  m e n .  U n 
d e r  t h e  s k i l l e d  d i r e c t i o n  o f  A s a  a n d  S a n ta  
F e  t h e y  a t  l a s t  g o t  i t  d o n e .

“ I t ’ll b e  e a s i e r  e a c h  t i m e ,”  S a n t a  F e  to ld  
t h e m ,  “ a n d  t h e n  y e ’ll b e  g la d  y e ’r  s h u t  o f 
th e m  w a g o n s .”

A s a  h a d  p i c k e d  o u t  a  c h u n k y ,  d a r k  d a p 
p le d  g r a y  f o r  h i s  w if e  to  r id e .  H e  s a d d le d  
a n d  m o u n t e d  th e  p o n y  to  se e  if  i t  w a s  g e n 
t le .  T h e  p o n y  p r o m p t l y  t r ie d  a l l  th e  p i t c h 
in g  t r i c k s  t h e r e  w e re  b u t  A sa  m e r e ly  
g r in n e d .

H e  l i f t e d  A n n  to  h is  o w n  b u c k s k in  a n d  
w o u ld  h im s e l f  r i d e  t h e  g r a y  u n t i l  i t  g e n t l e d  
d o w n . W i t h  A n n  a t  h i s  s id e ,  f o r  a l l  o f  l i fe ,  
h e  r o d e  o u t  w e s tw a r d  o n  th e  lo n g  t r a i l  to  
O r e g o n .  .
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Author of
“The Gifts of H ill;' 
“Lucky Faddis,” etc. A C A M P F I R E  g lo w e d  b r i g h t l y ,  r e 

f le c t in g  o n  th e  f o r m s  o f  t h r e e  m e n . 
T w o  w e re  r a g g e d ,  le a n  a s  w o lv e s , 
a n d  b ro w n  a s  I n d i a n s .  T h e i r  

f e a t u r e s  w e re  g a u n t, a n d  o v e rg r o w n  w ith  
a s t i f f  s t u b b le .  T h e  t h i r d  w a s  s m a l le r ,  
y o u n g e r ,  a n d  s m o o th  fa c e d .

N o n e  o f  th e  th r e e  a p p e a r e d  t a lk a t iv e .  
T h e  tw o  m e n  s t a r e d  s o m b e r ly  in to  t h e  f ire . 
T h e y  lo o k e d  w o r n  a n d  a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e i r  
e n d u r a n c e .  B u t  th e  y o u n g e r  w a s  v iv id ly  
a l iv e .  H e  lo o k e d  a r o u n d  in to  th e  n i g h t  a t  
th e  c h a in  o f  b r o k e n  h i l l s  t h a t  lo o m e d  h u g e  
a n d  g r o t e s q u e  in  t h e  s t a r l i g h t .  H is  r e g a r d  
w a s  i n t e r e s t e d ,  a le r t .

F r o m  n e a r b y  c a m e  th e  c h a m p in g  o f  ja w s ,  
r a t t l e  o f  h o b b le  c h a in s ,  a n d  s t a m p in g  o f

Young Ginger Lambert startles old-timers 
with a new and death-tempting technique 

for wild horse hunters.
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h o o f s  w h e re  t h e  h o r s e s  w e re  r u s t l i n g  fo r  
f e e d . G in g e r ,  t h e  b o y ,  c o u ld  m a k e  o u t  t h e i r  
d im  o u t l in e s  o n  th e  n a r r o w  f la t .  T w o  s to o d  
s t a t i o n a r y ,  w i th  d r o o p in g  h e a d s — lik e  th e i r  
r id e r s ,  to o  w e a r y  to  e a t .  G in g e r  b i t  h is  l ip  
to  h o ld  b a c k  a n  im p u ls iv e  r e m a r k .

T h e i r  o u t f i t  w a s  p o o r  a n d  s c a n t— a ll  e x 
c e p t  th e  h o r s e s ,  o f  c o u r s e .  S a d d le s  a n d  
p a c k - s a d d le s  l a y  s c a t t e r e d  a b o u t  u p o n  th e  
g r o u n d .  A  p ie c e  o f  d i r t y  c a n v a s  w a s  c o v 
e r e d  o v e r  th e  p a n n ie r s  t h a t  c o n ta in e d  th e i r  
s u p p l ie s .  T h e r e  w e re  n o  t e n t s .  T h e y  h a d  
n o th i n g  b u t  t h e i r  t a r p a u l i n s  to  s h e l t e r  th e m  
f ro m  th e  w e a th e r ,  h e n s k in  b l a n k e t s  to  s le e p  
b e tw e e n — i n a d e q u a te  b u t  l i g h t  t o  c a r r y  
a b o u t .

T h i s  w a s  th e  c a m p  o f  T r a i t  a n d  B ovvers, 
w i ld - h o r s e  h u n te r s .  G in g e r  L a m b e r t ,  a n  
e ig h t e e n - y e a r - o ld  C a n a d ia n ,  w a s  a lo n g  in  
th e  c a p a c i ty  o f  c o o k .  H is  fa c e  w a s  u n l in e d ,  
r u d d y  a n d  g o o d  n a t u r e d ,  h is  e y e s  b lu e  
a n d  tw in k l in g ,  h is  h a i r — th e  c o lo r  o f  g in g e r .

“ G u e s s  w e ’ll h a v e  to  g iv e  ’im  u p ,  L e w .”
I t  wTa s  T r a i t  w h o  s p o k e . H is  v o ic e  w a s  

h u s k y  a n d  c a m e  f o r th  w i th  d if f ic u l ty . 
B o w e r s  t u r n e d  a  s lo w  lo o k  in  h is  d ir e c t io n .  
G in g e r  l ik e w is e  c e a s e d  c o n te m p la t in g  th e  
n ig h t  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  B o w e rs . H e  w a s n ’t  s u r e  
w h e th e r  i t  w a s  th e  f la s h  o f  t h e  c a m p f ir e  
h e  c a u g h t  in  B o w e r s ’s b la c k  e y e s  o r  w h e th e r  
t h e y  g l i t t e r e d  f ro m  a n o th e r  c a u s e .  A n y w a y ,  
T r a i t  a d d e d  q u ic k ly ,  “ O u r  g r u b ’s  g e t t i n ’ 
lo w .”

B o w e r s  c o n t in u e d  to  r e g a r d  h im  w i th  t h a t  
s a m e  h a r d  lo o k . A  h a r s h  l a u g h  s u d d e n ly  
b r o k e  f r o m  h is  c o m p r e s s e d  l ip s .  “ I  k n o w 7, 
J i m — y o u  w a n t  to  q u i t .  A ll r i g h t .  B u t  I ’m  
s t i c k i n ’ t o  t h a t  g r u l la  h o s s  t i l l  I  g e t  h i m ! ”

T r a i t  f lu s h e d .  T h e r e  w a s  a  h in t  o f  c o n 
t e m p t  in  B o w e r s ’s  r e p ly .  B u t  in s te a d  o f 
m a k in g  a  b a d  s i t u a t io n  w o rs e ,  T r a i t  g o t  
s tiff ly  to  h is  f e e t  a n d  s tu m b le d  off to  b e d .  
G in g e r  l e t  h is  e y e s  s t r a y  b a c k  to  t h e i r  
f o r m e r  o c c u p a t io n ,  b u t  n o w  h i s  b ro w  w a s  
c r e a s e d .

F i f t e e n  m in u te s  l a t e r  B o w e r s  fo llo w e d  th e  
e x a m p le  o f  h is  p a r t n e r  a n d  t u r n e d  in .  B u t  
G in g e r  l in g e r e d  a t  t h e  f i re ,  h is  b r i g h t ,  in 
t e l l ig e n t  f a c e  s c r e w e d  u p  in  th o u g h t .  O n c e  
h e  s l a p p e d  h i s  t h ig h  in  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  so m e  
id e a .  T h i s  d e e p  s t u d y  h e  m a i n t a i n e d  fo r  
so m e  t im e ,  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  m o o n  p o p p e d  s u d 
d e n ly  i n to  v ie w  to  b a t h e  t h e i r  r u g g e d  s u r 

r o u n d i n g s  w i th  i t s  w e i r d  l i g h t .  T h e n  h e , 
to o ,  c r e p t  o ff to  b e d .

W H E N  L e w  B o w e r s  a w a k e n e d  in  
th e  g r a y  d a w n  i t  w a s  to  f in d  
h im s e l f  a lo n e .  A n  i n v o l u n ta r y  

l a u g h  o f  b i t t e r n e s s  e s c a p e d  h im  w h e n  h e  
s a w  t h a t  h i s  p a r t n e r ’s b e d  w a s  m is s in g  a ls o .  
T r u i t  h a d n ’t  r i s k e d  b e in g  t a lk e d  o u t o f  q u i t 
t i n g ,  h e  h a d  p u l le d  o u t  so m e  t im e  d u r in g  
th e  n ig h t .

G in g e r ,  to o ,  w a s  g o n e .  H is  b e d  w a s  s t i l l  
th e r e ,  b u t  B o w e r s  r e a d i ly  fo u n d  a n  e x p la n 
a t i o n  f o r  t h a t .  I t  c o n s i s te d  o f  l i t t l e  m o r e  
t h a n  a  r a g g e d  t a r p  t h a t  t h e  k id  h a d n ’t 
t h o u g h t  i t  w o r th  w h ile  to  c a r r y  b a c k  to  c iv 
i l iz a t io n .

A g a in  B o w e r s  la u g h e d  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  a  
d i s t i n c t  h u r t  in  h i s  l a u g h t e r  n o w . E v e n  th e  
k id  h a d  d e s e r te d  h im — G in g e r ,  w h o m  B o w 
e r s  h a d  g ro w n  to  l ik e ,  h i s  c h e e r y  s m ile  t h a t  
g r e e t e d  th e m  a f t e r  a  f r u i t l e s s  d a y .  B o w e r s  
h a d n ’t  a p p r e c i a t e d  u n t i l  n o w  j u s t  a ll t h a t  
i t  m e a n t .  B u t  h e  r e a l iz e d  n o w  t h a t  i t  h a d  
g iv e n  h im  n e w  h o p e .  H a d  h e  b e e n  m i s t a k e n  
in  G in g e r  a n d  t h a t  “ n e v e r  s a y  q u i t ”  g r in ?

B o w e r s  f lu n g  h i s  t a r p  a s id e  w i th  a  v ic io u s  
g e s tu r e  a n d  s t a r t e d  tu g g in g  o n  h is  b o o ts .  
W h a t  T r u i t  h a d  s a id  a b o u t  t h e i r  g r a b  s to c k  
b e in g  lo w  w a s  t r u e  e n o u g h .  B u t  w i th  th e  
tw o  o th e r s  g o n e  th e  s to c k  w o u ld  l a s t  h im  
j u s t  th r e e  t im e s  a s  lo n g .  F l ip p in g  th e  c a n v a s  
p r o t e c to r  a s id e  h e  a s c e r ta i n e d  t h a t  T r u i t  
a n d  G in g e r  h a d  t a k e n  n o n e  o f  i t .

S t i l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o  u s e  in  w a s t in g  t im e  
e v e n  if  h is  a c h in g  b o n e s  a n d  p r o t e s t i n g  
m u s c le s  d id  h a n k e r  f o r  r e s t .  T h e  c h u c k  
w o u ld  p r o b a b l y  b e  e x h a u s t e d  a s  i t  w a s  b e 
f o r e  h e  c a p t u r e d  e l C a b r a .

B o w e r s ’ b la c k  e y e s  g l i t t e r e d  a t  th e  
t h o u g h t  o f  h im . A ll t h a t  w a s  r e q u i r e d  to  
u p l i f t  h im  a n d  k e e p  h im  g o in g ,  w a s  to  th i n k  
o f  th e  w ild  g r u l l a  s ta l l io n .  T h a t  h e  a n d  
T r u i t  h a d  b e e n  p u r s u in g  el C a b r a  f o r  th e  
p a s t  s ix  w e e k s — t h a t  t h e  w ily  s t a l l io n  h a d  
a s  c r a f t i l y  e v a d e d  th e i r  c r a f t y  s e t  t r a p s —  
t h a t  t h e i r  t a k i n g  tu r n s  r u n n i n g  e l C a b r a  to  
w in d  h im  w a s  e q u a l ly  u n s u c c e s s f u l— t h a t  
t h e i r  r u n n i n g  h o r s e s ,  f le e t ,  s u p e r b  a n im a ls  
th e m s e lv e s ,  w e re  r i d d e n  to  a  w h is p e r — n o n e  
o f  t h i s  c a m e  u n d e r  c o n s id e r a t io n  a s  h e  c o n 
s id e r e d  th e  p r iz e .

T h e  H u m b o ld t s ,  a  w ild e r n e s s  o f  a lm o s t
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im p e n e t r a b le  b r a k e s ,  w e re  h o m e .  N e i th e r  
B o w e r s  n o r  T r u i t  h a d  b e e n  a w a r e  o f  s u c h  a n  
a n im a l ,  n o r  h a d  t h e r e  b e e n  a  w ild  s ta l l io n  
k n o w n  to  th e m  b y  t h a t  n a m e ,  u n t i l  th e y  
h a d  in v a d e d  th e  b r a k e s  in  p u r s u i t  o f  th e i r  
p ro f e s s io n .  G in g e r  a c c o m p a n ie d  th e m ,  m o re  
in  s e a r c h  o f  a d v e n tu r e  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e lse . 
C a r r y i n g  a  c o o k  a lo n g  w a s  a  n e w  e x p e r i 
e n c e  to  th e s e  tw o , b u t  n o t  a v e r s e  to  t r y in g  
o u t  th e  e x p e r im e n t ,  t h e y  h a d  l e t  h im  c o m e  
a lo n g .  G in g e r  h a d  a s k e d  f o r  n o th i n g  b u t  th e  
e x p e r ie n c e .

T h e  H u m b o ld t s  a b o u n d e d  w i th  s a l t y  l i t 
t l e  m u s ta n g s .  B u t  o n c e  B o w e r s  a n d  T r u i t  
h a d  c a u g h t  s i g h t  o f  th e  g r u l l a  l e a d e r  o f  o n e  
o f  th e s e  h e r d s ,  t h e  r e s t  h a d  b e e n  f o r g o t te n .  
T h e y  w e re  w ild  h o r s e  h u n t e r s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
lo v e d  th e  w ild ,  u n t a m e d  l i t t l e  b e a s t s ,  a n d  
o n e  s ig h t  o f  th e  g r u l la  s t a l l io n  w a s  a l l  t h a t  
w a s  n e e d e d  to  c o n c e n t r a t e  a l l  t h e i r  e f f o r ts  
o n  c a p tu r in g  h im .

A t  t h e  c o n s t a n t  r i s k  o f  l i f e  a n d  l im b  th e y  
k e p t  u p o n  h i s  t r a i l .  T h e y  h a u n t e d  h im  lik e  
tw in  n e m e s e s . B u t  th e  h o r s e  w a s  l ik e  a  
g o a t  a m o n g  th e  r o c k s  w h ic h  le d  th e m  to  
n a m e  h im .  T h e  t r a i l s  h e  to o k  th e m  o v e r  
w e re  a lm o s t  s u ic id a l— u p  th e  s h e e r  f a c e s  o f  
c liffs , a lo n g  th e  d iz z y  b r i n k s  o f  g o rg e s ,  o v e r  
t r e a c h e r o u s  r o c k  s l id e s  t h a t  t h e i r  t h u n d e r 
in g , c la s h in g  h o o f s  o f te n  s t a r t e d  m o v in g  
a n e w . T h e y  ro d e  a lo n g  n a r r o w  s h e lv e s  c u t  
o u t  o f  t h e  a b r u p t  f a c e s  o f  c l i f f s  w h e re  a  
s t u m b l e  o r  m i s s t e p  w o u ld  h a v e  s h o t  th e m  i n 
to  o b l iv io n .  S o m e  o f  th e  s h e lv e s  w e re  r o t t e d  
a n d  c r u m b le d  b a c k  o f  t h e i r  h o r s e s ’ h o o f s ,  
e c h o in g  u p  f r o m  a n  a b y s s  w i th  a  h o llo w  
p lu n k .

T h a t  T r u i t  h a d  g o t  h i s  b e l ly f u l  o f  th i s  
w a s  n o t  to  b e  w o n d e r e d  a t .  T h e i r  n a r r o w  
s q u e a k s  w e re  m a n y  a n d  h a i r - r a i s in g .  T o  
h a v e  a  h o r s e  g o  s k i t t e r in g  f o r  h u n d r e d s  
o f  f e e t  d o w n  th e  s m o o th  fa c e  o f  a  r o c k ,  h is  
s t e e l- s h o d  h o o f s  s t r i k i n g  f i re  in  h is  f r a n t i c  
e n d e a v o r  t o  k e e p  h is  f e e t  u n d e r  h im ,  g o in g  
s o  f a s t  t h a t  t h e  w in d  o f  t h e  d e s c e n t  s t in g s  
th e  r i d e r ’s f a c e — is  n o  e x p e r ie n c e  f o r  w e a k  
n e rv e s .

I f  T r u i t  w a s  n o t  e x a c t ly  a d d ic t e d  to  
n e rv o u s n e s s  h e  f o u n d  i t ,  n e v e r th e le s s ,  a  
n e r v e - w r a c k in g  e x p e r ie n c e .  T h e  g la m o r  o f  
th e  l i f e  a n d  th e  d e s i r e  f o r  e l C a b r a  w a s  e v e n 
t u a l l y  r u b b e d  o u t  f o r  h im . H e  lo s t  a l l  a m b i 
t io n  f o r  r i d in g  h e l l - b e n t  in  s u c h  a  c o u n t r y .

e s p e c ia l ly  s in c e  t h e y  w e re  n o  n e a r e r  c o p 
p in g  th e  p r iz e  t h a n  w h e n  th e y  h a d  s e t  o u t .

B u t  B o w e r s  w a s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  c a l ib e r .  
T r u i t  h a d  a lw a y s  b e e n  th e  c a u t i o u s  o n e  o f  
th e  p a r t n e r s h i p .  B o w e r s  a lw a y s  r o d e  w ild , 
h e e d le s s  o f  n e c k  a n d  l im b . I f  h e  h a d  n e r v e s  
t h e y  w e re  fo rg e 'd  o f  i r o n .  H e  fo l lo w e d  o n  el 
C a b r a ’s  t r a i l  w h e r e v e r  i t  le d , d i s r e g a r d in g  
h is  m o u n t ’s  s o r e  d i s a d v a n ta g e  f r o m  c a r r y in g  
h i s  w e ig h t .  O n c e  h e  l e a p e d  h i s  h o r s e  a c r o s s  
a  c h a s m  a  d o z e n  f e e t  in  w id th ,  a  t r e a c h e r 
o u s ,  g r a v e l ly ,  a b r u p t  s lo p e  o n  th e  o p p o s i te  
s id e .  H i s  h o r s e  m a d e  i t  b y  s c r a m b l in g  d e s 
p e r a t e ly .  H a d  i t  b e e n  o th e r w i s e  B o w e r s  
w o u ld  h a v e  h a d  n o  f u r t h e r  i n t e r e s t  in  ei 
C a b r a .  S p ik e l ik e  ro c k s  a w a i te d  th e m  f i f ty  
f e e t  b e lo w , w o rn  a lm o s t  to  n e e d le  p o in t s  b y  
th e  d a s h i n g  t o r r e n t s  t h a t  t o r e  d o w n  th e  
c h a s m  in  f lo o d  t im e .

T r u i t  h a d  p lo w e d  u p  a n d  lo o k e d  o n  
a g h a s t .  T h a t  w a s  t h e  n e a r e s t  t h e y  e v e r  
c a m e  to  p ic k in g  e l C a b r a  u p .  N o t  e v e n  th e  
g r u l l a  h o r s e  h a d  th e  n e r v e  to  t a k e  t h a t  
c h a n c e .  H e  h a d  f le d  a r o u n d  th e  h e a d  o f  
th e  g o rg e . T r a i t  to o k  th e  s a m e  c o u r s e .  T h a t  
w a s  w h y  e l C a b r a  e s c a p e d .  H a d  T r u i t  b e e n  
th e  d a r e - d e v i l  t h a t  B o w e r s  w a s ,  t h e y  m ig h t  
h a v e  t r a p p e d  th e  w ild  s t a l l io n  a g a in s t  th a t  
c h a s m . B u t  B o w e r s  h a d  b e e n  u n a b le  to  
h e a d  h im  a lo n e .

T h a t  s t u c k  in  B o w e r s ’s c r a w .  I t  w a s  th e  
n e a r e s t  t h e y  h a d  e v e r  c o m e  to  a n  o u t r i g h t  
q u a r r e l .  T r u i t  c a l l e d  B o w e r s  a l l  k in d s  o f  a  
fo o l ,  a n d  B o w e r s  to ld  h im  w a s p is h ly  t h a t  
h e , T r u i t ,  d i d n ’t h a v e  th e  n e r v e  o f  a  s ic k  
c a t .

T h e r e  w a s  a  m a r k e d  d if f e r e n c e  a f t e r  t h a t .  
T r u i t  lo s t  a l l  i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  c h a s e .  B o w 
e r s ’s  a t t i t u d e  w a s  t h a t  o f  o n e  w h o  h a d  c o m e  
to  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  if  e l C a b r a  w a s  to  
b e  c a p t u r e d  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  to  d o  i t  a lo n e .  
B o th  m e n  w e r e  w o r n  to  s h a d o w s  a n d  i r r i 
t a b l e .

G in g e r  w a s  a  c lo s e r  o b s e r v e r  t h a n  th e y  
g a v e  h im  c r e d i t  f o r .  H e  k n e w  a  s p l i t  w a s  
c o m in g  b e f o r e  t h e  tw o  r i d e r s  th e m s e lv e s  
r e a l iz e d  i t .  B u t  h e  g a v e  n o  m o r e  o f  a  h in t  
o f  t h i s  t h a n  h e  d id  o f  h i s  d is a p p r o v a l  o f  
t h e i r  m e th o d s  in  t r y i n g  to  c a p t u r e  e l C a b r a .

G in g e r  k n e w  p r a c t i c a l l y  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  
h o r s e s ,  t h e i r  n a tu r e s ,  h a b i t s ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  
e ls e . T h i s  w a s  h is  f i r s t  e x p e r ie n c e  w i th  
w ild - h o r s e  h u n t e r s .  B u t  h e  h a d  id e a s .  A n d



60 WES T

h e  h a d  t h e  in t e l l ig e n c e  to  s e e  t h e  i n s u r 
m o u n t a b le  o b s t a c le s  t h e y  w e re  b u c k in g ,  
e l C a b r a  w a s  in  h i s  e le m e n t  in  th i s  w ild , 
b r o k e n ,  d a n g e r o u s  c o u n t r y .  A ll  t h e  o d d s  
w e re  in  h is  f a v o r .  T h e y  c o u ld  n e v e r  c a tc h  
h im  u n d e r  s u c h  c o n d i t io n s ,  a n d  o n ly  d e a th  
o r  s e r io u s  i n j u r y  a w a i te d  th e i r  e f fo r ts .

T h a t  T r a i t  w a s  f i r s t  to  r e a l iz e  i t  d id  n o t  
a w a k e n  a n y  c o n s id e r a b l e  r e s p e c t  in  G in g e r .  
T h a t  w a s  b e c a u s e  T r a i t  w a s  w il l in g  to  p a s s  
e l C a b r a  u p .  T r a i t  h a d  n e v e r  s a id  i t  in  so  
m a n y  w o r d s ,  b u t  G in g e r  k n e w  i t  w a s  so . 
O h , y e s ,  th e r e  w a s  m o r e  d e p th  t o  G in g e r  
t h a n  e i t h e r  B o w e r s  o r  T r u i t  r e a l iz e d .  B u t  
h o w  c o u ld  t h e y  p lu m b  th e  b o y ’s  m in d ?  
G in g e r  s e ld o m  s p o k e  a n d  n e v e r  o f f e re d  a n  
o p in io n .  H e  j u s t  u s e d  h i s  e y e s  a n d  e a r s ,  
a n d  l e t  h i s  m in d  a n a ly z e  th e  r e s t .

BO W E R S  w a s  b e n t, o v e r  w h i t t l i n g  
s h a v in g s  to  k in d le  a  f i r e .  H e  
s t r a ig h t e n e d  u p  s u d d e n ly ,  l i s t e n in g  

in  a m a z e m e n t .  F r o m  d o w n  th e  d r a w  c a m e  
a  m e r r y  w h is t l in g ,  a  r a t t l i n g  o f  h o b b le  
c h a in s ,  a n d  th e  c r a c k  o f  s h o d  h o o f s  o n  
r o c k s .  T h e n  s e v e r a l  h o r s e s  s c r a m b le d  in to  
v ie w . B o w e r s  s t a r e d  w i th  f a l le n  ja w . 

“ G i n g e r ! ”  h e  e x c la im e d  h o a r s e ly .
G in g e r  i t  w a s , w i th  h is  a c c u s to m e d  g r in  

a n d  a s  o p t im i s t i c  in  m a n n e r  a s  e v e r .  B o w 
e r s  s a t  b a c k  w e a k ly ,  t r y in g  to  c o n t r o l  h is  
s u d d e n  e m o t io n .  F o r  s o m e  r e a s o n  h e  
c o u ld n ’t  e x p la in  h e  w a n te d  to  s h o u t—  
w a n te d  to  r a s h  o v e r  a n d  s n a t c h  G in g e r  o ff 
h is  d e c r e p i t  l i t t l e  n a g  a n d  p u m m e l  h im — fo r  
jo y .  T h e  l i f e  o f  a w ild - h o r s e  h u n t e r  w a s  
t r y in g  e n o u g h  w i th o u t  t h e  h e i l  o f  lo n e l i 
n e s s . I f  h e  h a d  l ik e d  G in g e r  b e f o r e ,  h e  
lo v e d  h im  n o w .

B u t  B o w e r s  n e v e r  a c t e d  o n  h i s  im p u ls e s .  
W h o l ly  u n c o n s c io u s  o f  t h e  e ffe c t o f  h i s  a p 
p e a r a n c e  o n  B o w e r s ,  G in g e r  s l id  to  th e  
g r o u n d  a n d  s t a r t e d  r u b b i n g  d o w n  th e  a n i 
m a l  t h a t  B o w e r s  w o u ld  b e  r id in g  t h a t  d a y .  
B o w e r s  w a tc h e d  h im .  G in g e r  a p p e a r e d  a s  
u s u a l ,  s t i l l  B o w e r s  s e n s e d  a  d if fe re n c e . H is  
c u r io s i t y  m o v e d  h im  to  s p e e c h .

" T h o u g h t  m a y b e  y o u ’d  p u l le d  o u t  w i th  

J i m . ”
G in g e r  lo o k e d  a r o u n d ,  s u r p r i s e d .  H is  

s u r p r i s e  w a s  e v id e n t  to  B ovvers . G in g e r  
a p p e a r e d  a lm o s t  o f f e n d e d .

“ W h y ,  n o ,  I ’m  s t i l l  s t i c k i n ’ a r o u n d ,”  h e

s a id  s lo w ly .  “ D id  y o u  w a n t  m e  to  g o ? ”
“ H e l l  n o ! ”  B o w e r s  s p o k e  v io l e n t ly .  

S o m e th in g  a b o u t  i t  e m b o ld e n e d  G in g e r .
“ T h e n  I ’m  s t a y i n ’ w i th  y u h .  G o in ’ t u h  

h e lp  y u h  c a t c h  el C a b r a — if  y u h  ’ll le t m e ,”  
s a id  G in g e r ,  f lu s h in g .

B o w e r s  a lm o s t  c h o k e d .  “ G in g e r ,  c ’m e r e l ’- 
h e  o r d e r e d  g ru f f ly .

G in g e r  s id le d  o v e r  l ik e  a  s c h o o l b o y  
c a u g h t  in  s o m e  m is d e m e a n o r .  H e  s to o d  
a s t r a d d l e  o f  t h e  d e a d  c o a ls  o f  t h e i r  c o o k 
in g  f ire , d o u b t f u l  a n d  ill a t  e a s e . B o w e r s  
c lo s e d  o n e  e y e  a n d  s q u i n te d  u p  a t  h im . 
W i t h  a n  im p u ls iv e  g e s tu r e  t h e  w ild  h o r s e  
h u n t e r  t h r u s t  o u t  a  p a w . “ S h a k e ,  G in g e r .  
F r o m  n o w  o n  w e  is  p a r t n e r s .  A n d ,  b y  g r a b ,  
w e ’re  a - g o i n ’ t u h  g e t  t h a t  g r u l l a  h o s s ! ”

G in g e r  m e t  h im  in  a  h a r d  g r ip .  T h e n  
s o m e th in g  h a p p e n e d  to  G in g e r .  H i s  a b a s h 
m e n t  d i s a p p e a r e d .  F ie  w a s  a  p a r t n e r  n o w  
a n d  h e  h a d  e q u a l  r i g h t s  to  s p e a k .  A lw a y s  
b e f o r e  h e  h a d  a d d r e s s e d  B o w e r s  a s  “ M r .  
B o w e r s .”  N o w , “ L e w , y o u  b e t  w e ’r e  g o in ’ 
t u h  g e t  h i m ! ”  h e  a g r e e d  e n th u s ia s t i c a l ly .  
“ B u t  n o t  th e  w a y  y o u  b e e n  g o in ’ a t  i t . ”

T h e r e !  I t  w a s  o u t !  G in g e r  w a i te d  in  
f e a r  f o r  B o w e r s ’s  r e a c t io n .  B u t  B o w e r s  r e 
g a r d e d  h im  s to ic a l ly  to  h id e  th e  e ffe c t.  
“ H o w ’ll w e  g o  a b o u t  i t ,  t h e n ? ” h e  i n q u i r e d  
w i th  d if f ic u l t  c a lm .

G in g e r  g r in n e d  w i th  r e n e w e d  c o n f id e n c e ,  
th e n  m y s te r io u s ly .  H e  a g a in  to o k  th e  b u l l  
b y  t h e  h o r n s  so  to  s p e a k .  “ L e w , y o u ’v e  
t r i e d  y o u r  w a v ,”  h e  c h a r g e d  w a r m ly .  
“ L o o k  a t  y u h !  R o d e  to  a  s h a d d e r !  S ix  
w e e k s  n o w  y o u  b e e n  a f t e r  e l C a b r a  a n ’ n o  
n e a r e r  t u h  g e t t i n ’ h im  ’n  w h e n  y o u  s e t  o u t .  
L e w , y u h  c a n ’t  n e v e r  g e t  h im  th e  w a y  
y o u ’r e  g o in ’ a t  i t . ”

G in g e r ’s  e a r n e s tn e s s  im p r e s s e d  B o w e r s  in  
s p i t e  o f  h im s e l f .  W h a t  d id  t h i s  k id  k n o w  
a b o u t  w ild  h o r s e s  a n d  h o w  to  c a p t u r e  th e m ?  
N o th in g .  A b s o lu t e ly  n o th in g .  Y e t  B o w e r s  
fo u n d  h im s e l f  l i s t e n in g  to  h im  a n d  a p p r e 
c ia t in g  th e  t r u t h  o f  h is  r e m a r k s .  F a c e d  w i th  
w h a t  h a d  b e e n  h is  p a s t  e x p e r ie n c e  i t  d id  n o t  
lo o k  h o p e le s s .

“ I  got t u h  h a v e  t h a t  g r u l l a  h o s s ! ”  h e  
m u t t e r e d .

“ T h e n  le t  m e  s h o w  y u h  th e  w a y  t u h  g e t  
h im .”

B o w e r s  j e r k e d  h is  h e a d  e r e c t ,  h is  b la c k  
e y e s  a b la z e .  “ S h o o t ! ”
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G in g e r  s h o o k  h is  h e a d .  “ I  c a n ’t  te l l  y u h  
•— I ’ll h a v e  tu h  s h o w  y a .  A n d  i t ’ll  t a k e  
so m e  t i m e ,”  h e  w a r n e d .

“ D o n ’t  c a r e  if  i t  t a k e s  a  y e a r ! ”  B o w e r s  
a v e r r e d  s t r o n g ly .

“ A n ’ w ill y u h  t r u s t  m e ?  D o  j u s t  w h a t  I
s a y ? ”

B o w e r s ’s h e s i t a t io n  wra s  b r i e f .  I t  w a s  u n 
o r th o d o x .  B u t  G in g e r ’s e f fe c t  o n  h im  j u s t  
th e n  w a s  o v e r p o w e r in g .  B o w e r s  n o d d e d  h is  
h e a d .  H i s  a s s e n t  w a s  a s  g o o d  a s  h is  b o n d .  
N o  m a t t e r  w h a t  m i g h t  b e  h i s  c h a n g e  o f  
h e a r t  l a t e r ,  h e  w o u ld  l iv e  u p  to  i t .

“ I t ’s  y o u r  tu r n .  N o w  w h a t ? ”

BO W E R S  n o t  o n ly  k e p t  h i s  c o n t r a c t ,  
b u t  h e  a s k e d  n o  q u e s t io n s .  B u t  b y  
th e  t im e  t h e y  w e re  h o u s e d  in  a  d u g -  

o u t  B o w e r s  b e g a n  to  s u s p e c t  t h e  w o r k in g s  
o f  G in g e r ’s m in d .  T h e y  w e re  t o  b e  in  th e r e  
fo r  th e  w in te r .  T h a t  w a s  e v id e n t .

D id  th e  k id  t h in k  th e y  c o u ld  p l a y  th e  
g r u l l a  o u t  b y  r u n n i n g  h im  th r o u g h  s n o w 
d r i f t s ?  W e ll ,  t h e y  m i g h t  a t  t h a t ,  b u t  w h e r e  
w a s  th e  h o r s e  t h a t  c o u ld  b u c k  th e  s n o w  w i th  
th e  w ild  s t a l l io n ?  W h e r e  w a s  th e r e  a n y  r e 
la y  o f  h o r s e s  t h a t  c o u ld ?  B o w e r s ’s  s t r i n g  
w e re  o f  th e  b e s t  b u t  h e  c o u ld n ’t  c la im  a n y  
s u c h  a b i l i t y  fo r  th e m .

N o  d o u b t  th e  s n o w  fe ll a n d  d r i f t e d  to  u n 
b e l i e v a b le  d e p th s  in  th e  H u m b o ld t s .  A ll 
th e  s ig n s  in d i c a te d  i t .  B u t  o n  th e  o th e r  
h a n d  a  c o n t in u o u s  w in d  s e e m e d  to  b lo w  in  
th e m .  T h a t  m e a n t  th e  h i l l s  w o u ld  b e  s w e p t  
b a r e ,  w h ic h  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  w ild  
h o r s e s  to  g e t  fe e d .  B u t  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  
d i d n ’t  i t  s t a n d  to  r e a s o n  t h a t  e l C a b r a  w o u ld  
s t i c k  to  th e s e  b a r e  r id g e s ?  S o  w h e r e  w o u ld  
b e  th e  a d v a n ta g e ?

G in g e r  s a id  n o th in g  o f  h is  th e o r y .  B u t  
d u r i n g  th e  w e e k s  t h a t  f o l lo w e d  B o w e r s  b e 
c a m e  e v e n  m o r e  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  
g u e s s e d  i t .  A ll t h e i r  t im e  w a s  s p e n t  m a k in g  
p r e p a r a t i o n s  fo r  th e  w in te r .  N o t h i n g  w a s  
d o n e  e v e n  to w a r d  lo c a t in g  e l C a b r a ’s w h e r e 
a b o u ts .

“ W e ll ,  I  g u e s s  w e ’r e  r e a d y  tu h  s t a r t  
p a c k i n ’ in  o u r  w in te r  s u p p l ie s ,”  G in g e r  s a id  
o n e  m o r n in g .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  
O c to b e r .

A  c o u p le  o f  w e e k s  l a t e r  B o w e r s  lo o k e d  u p  
a t  a  m u r k y  s k y .  A l r e a d y  th e  h i l l s  h a d  b e e n  
b la n k e t e d  w i th  a  l i g h t  c o v e r in g  o f  sn o w .

T h e  a i r  w a s  h e a v y  w i th  a  d e a th l ik e  s i le n c e  
e x c e p t  f o r  a  lo w  m o a n in g  t h a t  s e e m e d  to  
is s u e  f r o m  th e  v e r y  h e a v e n s  th e m s e lv e s .  
B o w e r s  s h iv e r e d .  T h e r e  w a s  a  c h i l l  in  th e  
a i r  t h a t  c u t  to  t h e  v e r y  b o n e .  T h e n  h is  
r u g g e d  f e a t u r e s  b e c a m e  w r in k le d  in  a  w o r 
r i e d  f ro w n . G in g e r  h a d  m a d e  a  l a s t  t r i p  o u t  
a lo n e .  B o w e r s  c o u l d n ’t  im a g in e  w h a t  fo r .  
T h e  s to c k  o f  g r u b  th e y  h a d  o n  h a n d  n o w  
s e e m e d  in e x h a u s t i b le .  T h e r e  w a s  e v e n  h a y  
a n d  g r a i n  s t o r e d  in  a  s e c o n d  s h e l t e r  t h e y  
h a d  c o n s t r u c te d .

“ L o o k s  l i k e  a  m e a n  s to r m  b r e w in ’,”  m u t 
te r e d  B o w e r s .  “ I  w ish  G in g e r  ’u d  h u r r y  
u p  b a c k ! ”

T h e n  a  m e r r y  w h is t l i n g  a g a in  r e a c h e d  h is  
e a r s .  F o r  t h e  s e c o n d  t im e  G in g e r  h a n d e d  
h im  a  s u r p r i s e .  H e  a p p e a r e d  in  s i g h t  o n  
th e  n a k e d  r id g e — o n  f o o t !  T h e  h o r s e s !  
W h e r e  w e re  t h e i r  h o r s e s ?  G in g e r  h a d  g o n e  
w i th  e v e r y  s o l i t a r y  o n e . H is  f i r s t  s ig h  
o f  r e l ie f  t u r n e d  in to  a  c u r s e  o f  c o n s t e r n a 
t i o n .  U n a b le  to  c o n t r o l  h i s  a n x i e t y  h e  h u r 
r i e d  to  m e e t  G in g e r .

G in g e r  e x p la in e d  in  a  fe w  w o rd s .  H e  h a d  
a r r a n g e d  w i th  o n e  o f  th e  r a n c h e s  o u t s id e  
t h e  H u m b o ld t s  to  w in t e r  t h e i r  a n im a ls .  
B o w e r s  s t a r e d  a t  h im  u t t e r l y  c o n f o u n d e d .  
“ W e  w o n ’t  n e e d  ’e m ,”  G in g e r  v o lu n te e r e d .  
“ A n ’ w e  a i n ’t  g o t  n o  w a y  o f  f e e d i n ’ ’e m .”

“ B u t  t h a t  h a y  a n d  g r a i n ? ”  c h o k e d  B o w 
e rs .

“ O h , t h a t ’s  fo r  e l C a b r a , ”  G in g e r  i n 
f o r m e d  h im  e a s i ly .

W e l l ,  h e r e  w a s  s o m e th in g  e ls e  fo r  B o w 
e r s  to  c h e w  o n !

T h e  m o r n in g  a r r iv e d  in  a  b l i n d in g  b l i z 
z a r d .  B o w e r s  ro l le d  o u t  o f  h is  b u n k  g r u m p y  
a n d  o n  e d g e .  W i t h o u t  a  h o r s e  h e  w a s  w h o l ly  
lo s t .  H e  c o u ld n ’t  f a t h o m  G in g e r ’s  m a n e u 
v e r .  H e  h a d  ro i le d  t h e  m a t t e r  o v e r  in  h i s  
m in d  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  n ig h t  b u t  w a s  
n o  n e a r e r  to  a n  a n s w e r .

A f t e r  d r e s s in g  h e  f o u g h t  h is  w a y  th r o u g h  
th e  p i l in g  d r i f t s  t o  t h e  s t a b l e  s h e l t e r .  W h a t  
h is  p u r p o s e  w a s  h e  h a d  n o  m o r e  id e a .  H e  
s t a r e d  a t  th e  e m p t y  s t a l l s .  O f  c o u r s e  h e  h a d  
n o t  e x p e c te d  to  k e e p  a l l  t h e i r  h o r s e s .  B u t  
tw o  a t  l e a s t .  H e  s h o o k  h i s  h e a d .  W h a t  d id  
t h e  k id  f ig u re  to  a c c o m p l is h  w i th  t h e m  b o th  
a f o o t ?

H i s  d r i f t i n g  e y e  fe l l  u p o n  h i s  s a d d le  a n d '  
h e  g a v e  i t  a  v ic io u s  k ic k .  “ I  d o n ’t  k n o w
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w h a t  th e  h e l l  u s e  I  g o t  f o r  y o u  n o w ! ”
“ T u h  r id e  w i t h . ”
B o w e r s  w a s  ig n o r a n t  t h a t  G in g e r  h a d  fo l 

lo w e d  h im .  H e  w h ir l e d  a b o u t .  G in g e r  w a s  
c h u c k l in g .  B o w e r s  c u r s e d .  H e  s e e m e d  o n  
th e  p o in t  o f  b lo w in g  u p .  G in g e r ’s  fa c e  s o 
b e r e d .  “ Y o u  p r o m is e d  t u h  t r u s t  m e ,”  h e  
r e m in d e d  g r a v e ly .

“ H e l l ! ”  B o w e r s  t u r n e d  a n d  w a lk e d  o u t  
b e fo r e  h e  lo s t  a ll c o n t r o l .

T h e  m a t t e r  w a s  b e y o n d  h is  d e p th .  W a s  
th e  k id  c r a z y  o r  w h a t?

I n  th e  c o r n e r  o f  th e  d u g o u t  s to o d  s e v e r a l  
lo n g  b u r l a p - w r a p p e d  p a c k a g e s .  B o w e r s ’s 
e y e s  h a p p e n e d  in a d v e r t e n t l y  u p o n  th e m  o n  
h is  r e t u r n .  H e  h a d  w o n d e r e d  b e fo r e  w h a t  
th e y  c o n ta in e d .  G in g e r  e n t e r e d  a n d  s a w  
h im  e y in g  th e m . A g a in  t h a t  m y s te r io u s  
sm ile . B o w e r s  h a d  n e v e r  a s k e d  c o n c e r n in g  
th e m ,  b u t  G in g e r  k n e w  h e  w a s  b i t t e n  w i th  
c u r io s i t y .  M a y b e  in  B o w e r s 's  p r e s e n t  m o o d  
i t  m ig h t  b e  w ise  to  le t h im  h a v e  a  p e e k  a t  
h is  h o le  c a r d .

W i t h o u t  r e m a r k ,  b u t  w i th  e y e s  g l i s t e n in g  
w i th  s o m e th in g  o f  y o u t h ’s s u p e r io r i t y ,  G in 
g e r  p r o c e e d e d  o v e r  to  th e  p a c k a g e s  a n d  
s t a r t e d  u n d o in g  th e i r  w r a p p in g s .  B o w e r s ’s 
e y e s  w e re  p o p p in g  a s  tw o  p a i r s  o f s k i s  a n d  
tw o  p a i r s  o f  s n o w s h o e s  w e re  b r o u g h t  to  h is  
v ie w . B u t  n o t  w i th  c o m p r e h e n s io n .  B o w 
e r s ’s  ig n o r a n c e  o f  s u c h  th in g s  w a s  to o  g r e a t  
a n d  h is  k n o w le d g e  to o  s l ig h t  f o r  h im  to  r e a l 
iz e  h o w  th e y  c o u ld  p la y  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  
in  c a p tu r e .

“ I  b i t e ,  k id .  W h a t ’s  t h e  a n s w e r ? ”
“ T h e  a n s w e r ,  L e w . O n c e  I  r u n  a  d e e r  

d o w n  o n  a  p a i r  o f  t h e s e .” H e  in d i c a te d  th e  
s k is .  “ I n  d e e p  s n o w  o f  c o u r s e .  T h a t ’s 
w h a t  g iv e  m e  th e  id e a .  I  c o m e  f r o m  a  
sn o w y  p a r t  o f  C a n a d a  a n ’ w a s  r a i s e d  o n  
s n o w s h o e s  a n ’ s k is .

B o w e rs  lo o k e d  a t  h i m .b l a n k l y ,  h i s  c r e d 
u l i t y  t a x e d .  “ R u n  a  d e e r  d o w n !  O n  th e m  
t h i n g s ? ”

G in g e r  m e r e ly  n o d d e d ,  e y e s  g l i s te n in g .
“ Y o u  g o t  t u h  l e a r n  h o w  tu h  u s e  ’e m , 

L e w . S o o n  a s  th i s  s t o r m  is  o v e r  I ' l l  t a k e  
y u h  o u t  a n ’ g iv e  y u h  s o m e  l e s s o n s .”

B o w e r s  lo o k e d  h is  d is d a in .  “ P lu m b  fo o l
i s h n e s s ,”  h e  g ro w le d .

B u t  a  f e w  d a y s  l a t e r  G in g e r  g a v e  h im  
a  d e m o n s t r a t io n  t h a t  o p e n e d  th e  w ild - h o r s e  
h u n t e r ’s  e y e s . G in g e r  s h o t  d o w n  th e  s t e e p

s lo p e  b a c k  o f  th e i r  d u g o u t  l ik e  a  r o c k e t .  
T h e  s k i e r  h a d  g a in e d  s o  m u c h  m o m e n tu m  
b y  th e  t im e  h e  r e a c h e d  th e  d u g o u t  t h a t  a ll 
t h a t  w a s  v is ib le  t o  B o w e r s  w a s  a  b l u r r e d  
s t r e a k  a n d  a  s k i t h e r  o f  s n o w . I f  h e  w a s  
n o t  e n t i r e l y  c o n v in c e d ,  h e  w a s  a t  l e a s t  g iv e n  
fo o d  f o r  th o u g h t .

“ I ’ll a d m i t  y o u  g o t  a  h o s s  s k in n e d  r i g h t  
e n o u g h  fo r  s p e e d ,  in  g o in ’ down h i l l , ”  
v o u c h s a f e d  B o w e rs , w h e n  th e y  w e re  a g a in  
in th e  d u g o u t .  “ B u t h o w  a b o u t  g o in ’ u p  
h i l l?  B e t y u h  c o u ld n ’t o u t s l r i d e  a  t u r t l e ! ”

“ T h e r e ’s a  lo t  w e  g o t tu h  d e p e n d  o n  L a d y  
L u c k ,”  G in g e r  a d m i t t e d .  “ B u t so  f a r  e v e r y 
t h i n g 's  f a i l i n ’ in  o u r  f a v o r .  F o r  in s ta n c e  
t h i s  s t o r m .  D r i f t e d  c o n s id e r a b le ,  b u t  th e  
s n o w ’s l a y i n ’ p r e t t y  e v e n .  N o w  i f  i t  c r u s t s  
b e f o r e  th e  w in d  s t a r t s  tu h  b lo w  a g a in  w e ’re  
s i t t i n ’ p r e t t i e r  s t i l l .  N o ,  h e  a g r e e d ,  in  a n 
s w e r  to  B o w e r s 's  q u e r y ,  “ I c a n ’t  m a k e  m u c h  
t im e  g o i n ’ u p  h i l l .  B u t  if  th e  s n o w  g e ts  
a  fo o t  o r  so  d e e p e r  I c a n  m a k e  a s  g o o d  o r  
b e t t e r  t im e  th a n  a  h o r s e  c a n .  Y o u  se e  th e y  
g o t t a  p lo w  th r o u g h  i t  w h i le  I ’m  w a lk in ’ o v e r  
t h e  to p .  T h e n  I ' l l  u s e  s n o w s h o e s  f o r  u p - h i l l  
w o r k .”

B o w e r s  c o n s id e r e d .  G in g e r ’s a r g u m e n t  
w a s  s o u n d  e n o u g h .  A n d  th e  s n o w  h a d  s i f t e d  
a r o u n d  p r e t t y  e v e n ly .  T h e  h i l l t o p s  w e re  
n o t  h a r e  a s  a  ru le .  B o w e r s ’s  th o u g h t s  r e 
v e r t e d  to  t h e  f r e a k s  o f  n a t u r e  a n d  th i s  u n 
u s u a l  a c t i o n  o f  th e  w in d  t h a t  s e e m e d  a  p e r 
m a n e n t  p a r t  o f  th e  H u m b o ld t s .  T h e  e le 
m e n t s  th e m s e lv e s  s e e m e d  t.o b e  in  s y m p a th y  
w ith  th e m .

B u t  th e r e  a lw a y s  r e t u r n e d  h i s  o w n  f a i l 
u r e s  to  a s s a i l  h im  w i th  d o u b t s .  E l  C’a b r a  
h a d  g ro w n  u p o n  h im  in  t h e  p a s t  w e e k  a s  
a lm o s t  u n a t t a in a b l e .

“ W e -e l l .  I  d o n ’t  k n o w ,”  h e  m u t t e r e d .  
“ Y o u  may s h o w  m e  s o m e th in g  y e t . ”

T h e  d a y  w a s  n o t  f a r  o ff w h e n  G in g e r ’s 
th e o r ie s  w o u ld  h e  p u t  to  t h e  t e s t .  T h e  f i r s t  
s n o w  t h a t  fe ll d id  c r u s t  a s  t h e y  h o p e d  i t  
w o u ld ,  a n d  b e fo r e  t h e  w in d  d id  a n y  m e n -  
t i o n a b le  d a m a g e .  T h e n  c a m e  m o r e  s n o w , 
f in e , p o w d e r y  c r y s t a l s  t h a t  p i l e d  u p  in  g r e a t  
r id g e s ,  s h i f te d  h i t h e r  a n d  y o n  b y  th e  c a p r i 
c io u s  w in d s ,  a n d  b y  f r e a k i s h  c h a n c e  d r i f t e d  
in  s p o t s  l i g h t  o f  s n o w  b e f o r e .  T h e  w h o le  
l a n d  w a s  e n v e lo p e d  in  i t ,  a  t r e a c h e r o u s  w a l
lo w  a s  d e c e i t f u l  a s  q u ic k s a n d .  T h e  tw o .d e 
te r m i n e d  i t  so  b y  d o s e  in s p e c t io n .  I n  p la c e s
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i t  w a s  p a c k e d  so  h a r d  a s  to  h o ld  t h e i r  c o m -  
n o w  th e y  h a d  c a u g h t  s ig h t  o f  el C a b r a  a n d  
a t  o t h e r  p la c e s  t h e y  d r o p p e d  in  u p  to  t h e i r  
a r m p i t s .

G in g e r  s a id  t h e  t im e  h a d  a r r iv e d .  T w ic e  
n o w  th e y  h a d  c a u g h t  s ig h t  o f  e l C a b r a  a n d  
h i s  b u n c h  a lo n g  th e  b ro w  o f  a  d i s t a n t  r id g e ,  
p a w in g  d o w n  th r o u g h  th e  s n o w  to  f e e d . 
N o w  th e y  h a d  to  d ig  t h e i r  w a y  o u t  o f  th e  
d u g o u t ,  c o m p le te ly  b u r i e d  u n d e r  t h e  sn o w . 
I t  w a s  a  s t r a n g e  s ig h t  to  se e  s m o k e  a r i s in g  
o u t  o f  th e  c e n t e r  o f  a  h u g e  s n o w d r i f t .

“ H im  a n ’ h is  h e r d  is  h o l d i n ’ o u t  b a c k  o f 
t h a t  d iv id e ,”  B o w e r s  s a id ,  n o t  w i th o u t  e x 
c i t e m e n t .

“ I ’m  s t a r t i n '  o u t  a f t e r  h im  in  th e  m o r n -  
i n ’,”  G in g e r  d e c la r e d  q u ie t l y .  T h e  s k y  h a d  
c le a r e d ,  a n d  G in g e r  p r e d i c te d  t h a t  th e  
w e a th e r  w o u ld  r e m a in  s e t t l e d  fo r  a  fe w  d a y s  
a t  le a s t .  B o w e r s  w a s  to  c l im b  to  t h e  to p  
o f  th e  h il l  b a c k  o f  th e i r  d u g o u t  a n d  th e r e  
k e e p  a  l o o k o u t .  G in g e r  h a d  fo u n d  h im  a  
h e lp le s s  e x p e r im e n t  o n  s k is .  B o w e r s  w a s  
a t  h o m e  in  th e  s a d d le ,  b u t  o n  s n o w s h o e s  o r  
s k is  h e  d i d n ’t  b e lo n g  a t  a l l .  G iv e  h im  h a l f  
a  d a y ,  h e  s a id ,  a n d  h e  b e l ie v e d  h e  c o u ld  
m a k e  i t  to  t h e  to p  o f  h is  lo o k o u t .

T h a t  n ig h t  f o u n d  G in g e r  p r e p a r in g  fo r  
th e  c h a s e .  B o w e r s  w a tc h e d  h im  w i th  i n 
te r e s t  a l t h o u g h  h i s  p r e p a r a t i o n s  w e re  s im p le  
e n o u g h . H e  a s s e m b le d  a  h a n d f u l  o f  m a tc h e s  
s t o r e d  in  a w a te r p r o o f  b o x , a n  a r m y  h a v e r 
s a c k  s to c k e d  w i th  r a t i o n s ,  tw o  w o o l b l a n k e t s  
ro l le d  in  a  p ie c e  o f  c a n v a s — a ll  j u s t  in  c a s e  
o f  e m e r g e n c y .  T h e n  h e  lo o k e d  to  h i s  sn o w  
s h o e s  a n d  w a x e d  th e  r u n n e r s  o f  h is  s k is .  
W i t h  t h a t  he. w a s  r e a d y .

T h e  n e x t m o r n in g  e a r l y  th e y  b o t h  s e t 
o u t ,  G in g e r  w i th  h is  p a c k  o n  h is  b a c k  a n d  
a t  h i s  h ip  B o w e r s ’s  s ix - s h o o te r  t h a t  t h e  l a t 
t e r  h a d  in s is t e d  h e  t a k e  a lo n g .  B o th  w e re  
m o u n t e d  o n  s n o w s h o e s .  G in g e r  c a r r i e d  h is  
s k i s  u p o n  h is  s h o u ld e r .  T h e y  s e p a r a t e d  a  
s h o r t  w a y s  f ro m  th e  d u g o u t .  W h i le  B o w e r s  
s t r u g g le d  a lo n g ,  m a k in g  p a in f u l  p r o g r e s s  
u p  th e  s t e e p  s lo p e ,  G in g e r  s t r u c k  o u t  in  th e  
o p p o s i te  d i r e c t io n ,  a  lo n g ,  g r a c e f u l  s h u f f lin g  
s t r i d e  c a r r y in g  h im  q u ic k ly  f r o m  s ig h t .

B o w e r s ’s p r o g r e s s  w a s  f lo u n d e r in g  a n d  
s lo w . O n c e  h e  k ic k e d  h is  s n o w s h o e s  o ff in  
d i s g u s t  a n d  s t a r t e d  o n  w i th  th e m  o v e r  h is  
s h o u ld e r .  B u t  w h e n  h e  s u d d e n l y  s a n k  to  
h is  c h in  a n d  w a s te d  p r e c io u s  t im e  d ig g in g

h is  w a y  o u t ,  h e  d e c id e d  t h a t  r e g a r d le s s  o f  
h o w  d if f ic u l t  a n d  s lo w  w a s  h is  p r o g r e s s  w i th  
t h e  s n o w s h o e s  i t  w a s  b e t t e r  t h a n  n o  p ro g r e s s  
a t  a l l .

A n  h o u r  a f t e r  h e  l e f t  th e  d u g o u t  G in g e r  
to p p e d  t h e  d iv id e  w h e re  t h e y  h a d  s e e n  
e l C a b r a  a n d  h i s  b u n c h  g ra z in g .  H e  e x 
c h a n g e d  s n o w s h o e s  f o r  s k i s  a n d  flew  d o w n  
t h e  o p p o s i t e  s lo p e  w i th  b r e a t h - t a k i n g  v e 
lo c i ty ,  s w u n g  a r o u n d  th e  f o o t  o f  a  p in n a c l e ,  
a n d  c a m e  in to  s i g h t  o f  a  b r o a d  v a l l e y .  H e  
s w e p t  d o w n  u p o n  i t  o n  th e  m o m e n tu m  h e  
h a d  g a th e r e d  d e s c e n d in g  th e  s lo p e .

G in g e r  h a d  s l id  a  c o n s id e r a b l e  d i s ta n c e  
w h e n  h e  s u d d e n ly  s lu e d  h is  s k i s  a n d  b r o u g h t  
a b o u t  w i th  a n  e x c i t e d  e x c la m a t io n .  T h e  
s n o w  w a s  p a w e d  a n d  t r a m p l e d  a l l  d o w n  
th e  v a l l e y .  N o t  a  h o r s e  w a s  in  s ig h t ,  b u t  
t h e  e v id e n c e  w a s  u n d e n ia b l e  t h a t  h o r s e s  
w e re  n o t  f a r  d i s t a n t .  G in g e r  w h is t le d  s o f t ly  
a s  h e  s t a r e d  a r o u n d .  T h e n  i t  f la s h e d  u p o n  
h im !

T h e  h o r s e s  h a d  b e e n  th e r e  a s  h e  h a d  d e 
s c e n d e d  th e  r id g e .  E i t h e r  el C a b r a  h a d  b e e n  
o n  g u a r d  a n d  h a d  s e e n  h im ,  o r  h a d  h e a r d  
t h e  b u r r  o f  h i s  s k i s  o n  th e  c r u s t e d  s n o w  
a n d  h a d  f le d  w i th o u t  in v e s t i g a t in g .

G in g e r ’s e y e s  l i g h te d  u p o n  th e  s in g le  t r a i l  
t h a t  l e d  o n  d o w n  th e  v a l l e y ,  a n d  h e  k n e w  
h e  w a s  r i g h t .  I t  w a s  f r e s h — th e  n e w - f lu n g  
s n o w  s c a t t e r e d  e i t h e r  s id e  o f  t h e  t r a m p le d  
p a t h  to ld  t h a t  th e  a n im a ls  w e r e  r u n n i n g .  
H e  p a u s e d  to  m a r v e l  a t  t h e  s m a r tn e s s  o f  
th e i r  le a d e r .  E a c h  h a d  fo l lo w e d  in  h is  
t r a c k s ,  a n d  G in g e r  c o u ld  p i c t u r e  e l C a b r a  
in  t h e  le a d  b r e a k i n g  t r a i l  w i t h  h i s  s u p e r io r  
s t r e n g t h  a n d  in te l l ig e n c e .

G in g e r  h a d  a n  u n o b s t r u c t e d  v ie w  oi t h e  
v a l l e y  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  a  m i le .  H is  b r o w  
p u c k e r e d  a t  th i s .  H e  d i d n ’t  b e l ie v e  th e  
h u n c h  h a d  h a d  t i m e  to  d i s a p p e a r  d u r i n g  
h is  d e s c e n t  o f  t h e  r id g e .  O f  c o u r s e  th e  p i n 
n a c le  h a d  h i d  t h e m  f r o m  h i s  s i g h t  a s  i t  h a d  
h id  h im  f r o m  th e i r s .  B u t  h e  h a d  s w o o p e d  
d o w n  w i th  t e r r i f i c  s p e e d .  W h e r e  h a d  t h e y  
g o n e  th e n ?

W h e r e  th e  v a l l e y  s w u n g  to  th e  r i g h t  f r o m  
h i s  v ie w , t h e  tw o  r id g e s  c lo s e ly  c o n v e rg e d .  
T h e r e f o r e  h e  r e a s o n e d  th e y  m u s t  h a v e  
c r o s s e d  o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  o f  t h e  r id g e s .  
W h ic h  o n e ?

G in g e r  a g a in  r e s o r te d  t o  h i s  c a p a b l e  
p o w e r  o f  r e a s o n .  I t  to ld  h im ,  c o n s id e r in g
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t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  p r e v a l e n t  w in d ,  t h a t  th e  
s n o w  o n  th e  s lo p e  o f  th e  r id g e  to  h i s  r i g h t  
w a s  n o t  a s  d e e p  a s  o n  th e  s lo p e  to  h i s  l e f t .  
H e  g a v e  e l C a b r a  c r e d i t  f o r  a s  s o u n d  r e a 
s o n in g ,  i n s t i n c t ,  o r  w h a te v e r  i t  is  y o u  w a n t  
to  c a ll  a  h o r s e ’s  in te l l ig e n c e .  E l  C a b r a  
w o u ld  fo llo w  th e  l in e  o f  le a s t  r e s i s t a n c e  in  
g e t t i n g  g o n e . O f  c o u r s e  th e  s n o w  o n  th e  
o th e r  s id e  o f  t h e  r id g e  w o u ld  b e  j u s t  a s  
d e e p  a s  th i s  l e f t  s lo p e ,  b u t  i t  is  m u c h  e a s i e r  
t o  p lo w  th r o u g h  i t  d o w n  h il l  t h a n  u p  h i l l .

C o n f id e n t  t h a t  h e  h a d  r e a s o n e d  th e  m a t 
t e r  o u t  r i g h t ,  G in g e r  r e p la c e d  h i s  s n o w -  
s h o e s  a n d  to o k  a  d ia g o n a l  c o u r s e  u p  th e  
r i g h t - h a n d  s lo p e . I f  h e  h a d  m a d e  a n  e r r o r  
h e  c o u ld  e a s i ly  a n d  q u ic k ly  s k i  b a c k  d o w n  
f a r t h e r  a lo n g  th e  v a l l e y  w h e re ,  if  h e  d id  n o t  
s t r i k e  t r a c k s ,  h e  w o u ld  k n o w  t h a t  th e  h o r s e s  
h a d  c ro s s e d  th e  o p p o s i te  r id g e .

T R U E  to  t h e i r  p r e d i c t i o n s  th e  w e a th 
e r  h e ld  o ff f in e . B u t  t h a t  in  n o  w a y  
re l ie v e d  B o w e r s ’s  m in d .  G in g e r  h a d  

b e e n  a b s e n t  fo r  th r e e  d a y s .  B o w e r s  h a d  
s t r u g g le d  to  th e  to p  o f  t h e  h il l  e a c h  m o r n in g  
to  s p e n d  th e  d a y  s t a r in g  o ff  a c r o s s  a  v a s t  
w h i te  w ild e r n e s s ,  r e t u r n in g  to  t h e  d u g o u t  
o n ly  a f t e r  th e  s t a r s  h a d  s t a r t e d  g le a m in g  
c le a r  a n d  c o ld . B u t  h is  v ig il h a d  g o n e  u n 
r e w a r d e d .  H e  w a s  a lm o s t  " f ra n tic .  H e lp le s s  
as w e ll.

T h e  f o u r th  m o r n in g  h e  a r o s e  a s  u s u a l ,  
p r e p a r e d  h im s e l f  a  h a s t y  b r e a k f a s t  a n d  
d o n n e d  h is  s h e e p s k in  c o a t  p r e p a r a t o r y  to  
s t a r t i n g  o u t .  U n le s s  h e  s a w  s o m e  e n c o u r 
a g in g  s ig n s  h e  m e a n t  to  s t r i k e  o u t  in  s e a r c h  
o f  G in g e r ,  f a t a l  a s  s u c h  a n  a c t  m ig h t  b e  to  
h im s e l f .  H e  c u r s e d  e l C a b r a ,  a n d  h e  c u r s e d  
t h e  f a t e  t h a t  h a d  e v e r  le d  h im  in to  th e  
H u m b o ld t s .  T h e n  h e  h a d  to  c h e w  s a v a g e ly  
o n  h i s  l ip  a s  h e  t h o u g h t  o f  G in g e r  a n d  h is  
p o s s ib le  f a t e .  I t  n e v e r  o c c u r r e d  to  B o w e r s

t h a t  in  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  e n v i r o n m e n t  G in g e r  
w a s  m o r e  c a p a b l e  a n d  a b le  to  lo o k  o u t  fo r  
h im s e l f  t h a n  B o w e r s  w a s . G in g e r  h a d  b e e n  
b o r n  a n d  r a i s e d  in  f a r  n o r t h e r n  C a n a d a  a n d  
s n o w  w a s  h is  e le m e n t .

B u t  a s  B o w e r s  s w u n g  th e  d o o r  o p e n  a n d  
b u r r o w e d  h is  w a y  to  th e  to p  o f  th e  d r i f t ,  
a n  a m a z in g  s p e c ta c le  g r e e t e d  h is  e y e s .  N o t  
a  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  d i s t a n t  f l o u n d e r e d  a  h o r s e ,  
h a l f  b u r i e d  in  th e  s n o w . B o w e rs  d i d n ’t  r e c 
o g n iz e  h im  th e n  a s  e l C a b r a ,  h e  w a s  f r o s te d  
w h i te  w i th  s n o w , a n d  b e f o r e  B o w e r s  h a d  
t im e  to  p e n e t r a t e  th i s  d is g u is e  a  s h r i l l ,  t r i 
u m p h a n t  y e l l  d r e w  h is  a t t e n t i o n .

D o w n  th e  s lo p e  s p e d  G in g e r ,  t h e  b u r r  o f  
h is  s k is  r in g in g .  H is  p a c k  w a s  g o n e ,  h is  
s n o w s h o e s  g o n e ,  e v e n  th e  w o o l m a c k in a w .  
H e  w a s  b a r e h e a d e d  a n d  s h i r t - s le e v e d .  H is  
lo n g , g in g e r - c o lo re d  h a i r  w a s  w h ip p e d  b a c k  
b y  h is  s p e e d .  G in g e r  y e l l e d — w h a t  w a s  i t ?  
— el C a b r a ! ”

E l  C a b r a  m a d e  a  f in a l  d e s p e r a t e  p lu n g e  
a s  h is  p u r s u e r  d e s c e n d e d  u p o n  h im .  G in g e r  
l e f t  th e  s n o w  a s  h e  c a s t  h i m s e l f  f o r w a r d .  
O n e  sk i s h o t  s k y w a r d  to  d e s c e n d  a n d  s t i c k  
u p r i g h t  in  th e  sn o w . T h e  o t h e r  s h o t  p a s t  
B o w e r s  a s  t h o u g h  b o r n e  o n  th e  t i d e  o f  a  
m i l l r a c e .  B o w e r s  s to o d  s t u n n e d  a t  th e  s ig h t  
u n t i l  h o r s e  a n d  c a p t o r  d i s a p p e a r e d  in  a  
s m o th e r  o f  s n o w . S u d d e n ly  G in g e r ’s  h e a d  
p o p p e d  in to  v ie w  o u t  o f  th e  h o le .

“ L e w ! C ’m o n .  L e w !  I  g o t  e l C a b r a  fo r  
y u h !  B u t  th e  d a n g  s m a r t  c u s s — h e  n e a r  
o u t - r e a s o n e d  m e ! ”

W h e n  B o w e r s  a r r i v e d  o n  th e  s c e n e  h e  
s a w  e l C a b r a  ly in g  d o w n  in  th e  p i t .  H e  h a d  
c e a s e d  h is  s t r u g g le s  a s  f u t i l e .  G in g e r  s a t  
o n  h is  h e a d ,  s h o v e l in g  s n o w  a w a y  w i th  h is  
h a n d  f r o m  el C a b r a ’s m u z z le  so  h e  c o u ld  
b r e a t h e .  A ll B o w e r s  c o u ld  th i n k  to  s a y  a s  
h e  lo o k e d  d o w n  u p o n  th e  s i g h t :

“ G in g e r ,  y o u  s u r e  k n o w  y o u r  o n io n s ! ”

Go West With The 
Range Riders’ Club!

See Page 120



HORSE THIEVES OF 
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Clinch Carey aimed to be a peaceful raiser of top-grade horse stock—  
but when anyone tried to do him dirt he could sure raise hell on horseback!

I

BURNED OUT

T H E  f o u r  m e n  c a m e  in t o  P lu n d e r  
C i t y  f r o m  t h e  s o u th ,  r i d in g  p la y e d -  
o u t  h o r s e s  w e a r in g  u n r e a d a b l e  
b r a n d s .  T h e  l e a d e r  w a s  a  h a w k 

fa c e d  m a n  w i th  d e e p - s e t  e y e s  a n d  a  m o u t h  
a s  c ru e l  a s  a  r e p t i l e ’s . T h e y  r e in e d  in  b e 
fo r e  L u k e  L u n d y ’s  b a r n  a n d  b ig ,  r e d - f a c e d  
P e t e  P in o s ,  h i s  f a c e  r e d d e r  t h a n  u s u a l  u n 
d e r  th e  s t e r n  b i t e  o f  t h e  N o v e m b e r  w in d ,  
s a w  th e m .

“ W e ll ,  i f  i t  a i n ’t  A b e  D r i l l ! ”  h e  e x 
c la im e d .  “ L ig h t ,  A b e .  Y o u ’re  in  g o o d  
h a n d s . ”

A b e  D r i l l  g o t  o ff. S o  d id  t h e  o t h e r  th r e e .  
T w o  o f  th e m  w e r e  a b o u t  D r i l l ’s  s iz e ,  b u t  
o n e  w a s  a  h u lk i n g  m o n s t e r  o f  a  m a n  w i th  
a  h e a d  l i k e  a  p e a n u t .  A ll w e r e  o v e r  f o r ty .

“ B o y s ,”  s a i d  A b e  D r i l l ,  s h o w in g  h is  
c r o w d e d ,  y e llo w  t e e t h .  “ T h i s  is  P e t e  P in o s .  
H e ’s  a  r i g h t  g u y .  P e t e ,  t h i s  is  J i m  a n d  
th i s  is  B il l  a n d  th i s  is  H o o s e .”  H o o s e  w a s  
th e  b ig  g u y .

P e t e  P in o s  s h o o k  h a n d s  w i th  th e m .
“ T h i s  L u k e  L u n d y 's  b a r n ? ”  s a i d  D r i l l .  

“ W e  u n d e r s to o d  w e  c o u ld  g i t  f r e s h  h o r s e s  
h e r e . ”

“ Y o u  c a n ,  A b e ,  y o u  c a n , ”  s a id  P e t e  
P in o s .  “ W i t h  m e  s p e a k i n ’ f o r  y o u .  A re  
y o u  c ro w d e d  c lo s e , A b e ? ”

“ W e  a i n ’t  so  d a m n  m u c h  a f r a i d  o f  a n y 
t h i n g  c a i c h i n ’ u p  w i th  u s  a s  w e  a r e  th e  
la w  h e r e , ”  s a id  A b e  D r i l l .  “ H o w ’s  i t ? ”  

“ O h , S h e r i f f  D o b e y  i s  a  r i g h t  g u y ,  t o o ! ” 
P in o s  a s s u r e d  h im . “ I  j u s t  t h o u g h t  i f  y o u  
b o y s  w a s n ’t to o  h a r d  c r o w d e d  w e  m i g h t  p u l l  
o ff a  l i t t l e — e r  h o r s e  t r a d e . ”

“ L e a d  u s  to  i t ! ”  s a id  D r i l l .  “ W e  a lw a y s  
w a s  h o t  o n  b o s s - t r a d i n ’, h e y ,  b o y s ? ”  •

05



66 W E S T

T h e  tw o  s m a l l e r  m e n  g r i n n e d  a n d  th e  
b ig  o n e  o p e n e d  h is  m o u th  a  m i le  w id e  a n d  
t i l t e d  h is  h e a d  b a c k .  P e t e  P in o s  k e p t  l i s 
te n in g  fo r  th e  g u f f a w  to  c o m e  o u t ,  b u t  i t  
n e v e r  d id .  H o o s e  a lw a y s  l a u g h e d  t h a t  w a y .  
E v e r y o n e  o f  t h e m  w o re  t i e d - d o w n  g u n  h o l 
s t e r s  a n d  h a d  wanted, w r i t t e n  a l l  o v e r  th e m .

“ T h e r e ’s a  c o u p le  o f  b o y s  o u t  h e r e  
t w e n t y - t h i r t y  m i le s  w i th  a  b u n c h  o f  g o o d  
s tu f f — b r e e d e r s ,”  P in o s  e x p la in e d  in  a  lo w  
v o ic e . “ O f  c o u r s e ,  b e i n ’ lo c a t e d  h e r e ,  I  
c a n ’t  t a k e  a  d i r e c t  h a n d ,  b u t  I  t h i n k  I  c a n  
r ig — w a i t  a  m in u te ,  t h e r e ’s  o n e  o f  ’e m  
n o w ! ”  h e  e x c la im e d .

A  le n g t h y  y o u n g  fe l lo w  w i th  a  tw o - 
m o n t h s ’ g r o w th  o f  f u z z y  b e a r d  o n  h is  fa c e  
c a m e  r id in g  a  m a g n i f i c e n t  b la c k  s t u d  d o w n  
th e  s t r e e t .  H is  h a i r  w a s  so  lo n g  i t  b r u s h e d  
h is  c o a t  c o l l a r  a n d  b o th  i t  a n d  h is  f u z z y  
b e a r d  w e re  th e  c o lo r  o f  to w . H e  s a w  P in o s  
s t a n d in g  th e r e  in  th e  d o o r w a y  a n d  s to p p e d  
th e  h o rs e .  T u r n e d  h im  to  r i d e  u p  to  th e  
b a r n  d o o r ,  b u t  P e t e  P in o s  s t e p p e d  fo r w a r d  
q u ic k l y  a n d  m e t  h im  n e a r  th e  m id d le  o f  
th e  s t r e e t .

“ H e l lo ,  C l i n c h ,”  h e  s a id .  “ Y o u  w a n t  to  
s e e  m e ? ”

C lin c h  C a r e y  tw is te d  t h e  b l a c k ’s  m a n e  
w i th  lo n g , s t r o n g  f in g e r s .  H e  lo o k e d  d o w n  
o n  P e t e  P in o s  w i th  e y e s  t h a t  w e re  le v e l  a n d  

g r a y .
“ W e  g o t  th e m  h o r s e s  in  o ff th e  r a n g e  

n o w , P in o s ,”  h e  s a id .  “ W h e r e  d o  y o u  w a n t  
y o u r s  d e l iv e r e d — h e r e  in  to w n  o r  o v e r  a t  
y o u r  r a n c h ? ”  T h e n  h e  lo o k e d  q u ic k ly  p a s t  
P in o s ’ s h o u ld e r  a n d  s a w  Abe D r i l l  a n d  th e  
o th e r  t h r e e  s t a n d in g  th e r e  b e f o r e  t h e  b a r n ,  
w a tc h in g .

P e t e  P in o s  h e m m e d  a n d  h a w e d .  H e  
s c r u b b e d  o n e  s id e  o f  h is  b lo o d - r e d  f a c e  w i th  
a  h a n d  n o t  a t  a l l  w o r k - h a r d e n e d .  H e  
lo o k e d  a t  C l in c h  o u t  o f  t h e  c o r n e r s  o f  h is  
e y e s , t h e n  h e  lo o k e d  a c r o s s  th e  s t r e e t  a t  
th e  d o u b le  d o o r s  o f  L u k e  L u n d y ’s  s a lo o n .  
T h e n  h e  lo o k e d  a t  C l in c h  C a r e y  a g a in .

“ I ’v e  b e e n  i n t e n d i n ’ to  r i d e  o u t  a n d  te l l  
y o u  b o y s ,”  h e  s a id  a t  l a s t .  “ I  c a n ’t  u s e  
t h e m  h o r s e s .”

CL I N C H  C A R E Y ’S  e y e s  h a r d e n e d .  
H e  w a s  o n ly  tw e n ty - tw o ,  a n d  f i r e d  
a s  q u ic k  a s  a  g u n .  W i t h  o n e  s w if t  

m o t io n  h e  d is m o u n te d .

“ C a n ’t  u s e  ’e m ! ”  h e  s a id ,  u n c o n s c io u s ly  
c le n c h in g  h is  f i s ts .  “ L o o k  h e r e ,  P in o s ,  I  
k n o w e d  a ll  a lo n g  y o u  w a s  a  s l i p p e r y  d e v i l ,  
b u t  y o u  b o u g h t  t h e m  h o r s e s  f a i r  a n d  
s q u a r e ,  a n d  y o u  a i n ’t  r e n ig g in ’ o n  u s  t h a t  
w a y .  W e ’v e  p a s s e d  u p  s e v e r a l  g o o d  o ffe rs  
fo r  th e m  h o r s e s .”

“ W e ll ,  w h a t  a r e  y o u  s q u a w k in ’ a b o u t ,  
t h e n ? ”  s a id  P in o s  s h a r p ly .  “ S e ll  ’e m !  I  
c a n ’t  t a k e  ’e m  a n d  t h a t ’s a l l  th e r e  i s  to  i t . ”  

W i t h  th o s e  g r a y  e y e s  o f  h is  s m o u ld e r in g  
th e  w a y  t h e y  w e re  a n d  t h a t  f u z z y  b e a r d  o f  
h is  c o v e r in g  h i s  f a c e ,  C l in c h  lo o k e d  p r e t t y  
t o u g h  j u s t  th e n ,  f o r  a  tw e n ty - tw o - y e a r - o ld  
fe l lo w , n a t u r a l l y  g o o d n a tu r e d  a n d  g o o d  
lo o k in g .

“ N o ,  t h a t  a i n ’t  a l l ! ”  h e  s a id  h o t ly .  “ I  
r e c k o n  w e  c a n ’t  f o r c e  y o u  to  t a k e  ’e m . b u t  
I  s h o r e  a s  h e l l  c a n  te l l  y o u  w h a t  I  th i n k  
o f  y o u !  Y o u 'r e  a d a m n e d  m a n g y  s k u n k ,  
P in o s !  Y o u  k n o w  w e  n e e d  t h a t  m o n e y  to  
w in te r  o n  a n d  y o u  k n o w  w e  c a n ’t  se l l  th e m  
h o r s e s ,  n o w . A n d  i f  y o u  so  m u c h  a s  b a t  
a n  e y e  a t  m e , I ’ll j u s t  n a t u r a l l y  f r a i l  h e ll  
o u t  o f  y o u  h e r e  a n d  n o w  ”

“ H e l l ,  C l i n c h ! ”  s a id  M K o s, “ t h a t ’s n o
w a y  to  t a k e  i t .  I  j u s t -------- ”

“ -------a n d  if  y o u  th in k  y o u  c a n  w a i t  t i l l
w e ’r e  d o w n  to  b e d  r o c k  a n d  t h e n  m a k e  u s  
t a k e  a n y  o ld  o ffe r  y o u ’re  b a d l y  m i s t a k e n .  
W e ’ll  s e e  y o u  in  h e ll  b e f o r e  w e  le t  y o u  
s t e a l -------- ”

“ Y o u  g o n e  p l e n t y  f u r  e n o u g h ! ”  s n a p p e d  
P in o s .  “ I  n e v e r  s to le  a n y t h i n g  in  m y  
l i f e ------- ”

“ Y o u ’r e  a  b a ld - f a c e d  l i a r ! ”  s a i d  C l in c h  
c le a r ly .  “ Y o u ’v e  s to le  a l l  y o u r  l i f e ! ”

P in o s  m a d e  a  g r a b  f o r  h i s  h o l s t e r  a n d  
h is  f a c e  w e n t  s e v e r a l  s h a d e s  p a le r .  C l in c h  
s t e p p e d  in  w i th  s m o o th  s w if tn e s s  a n d  h i t  
h im  u n d e r  th e  c h in  w i t h  a  f i s t  c le n c h e d  b u l 
l e t - h a r d .  P in o s  s a t  d o w n  o n  a  s e c t io n  o f  
v e r y  h a r d  f r o z e n  I d a h o  so il a n d  g r u n t e d  
v e h e m e n t ly .

H e  ro l le d  h is  e y e s  a  b i t  to  g e t  th e m  to  
t r a c k in g ,  t h e n  h e  s a w  C l in c h  c o m in g  a t  h im  
a g a in  a n d  h e  c la w e d  f o r  h is  h o l s t e r  w h ile  
h e  s c r a m b le d  to  h i s  f e e t .  C l in c h  h i t  h im  a s  
h e  c a m e  u p ,  a n d  P in o s  r a n  c le a r  t o  t h e  
o t h e r  s id e  o f  t h e  s t r e e t ,  t r y i n g  to  k e e p  h is  
b a l a n c e  a n d  fe l l  th e r e .  C l in c h  s t a r t e d  a f t e r  
h im  a g a in ,  a n d  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t ,  A b e  D r i l l  
w h ip p e d  o u t  h i s  s ix - s h o o te r  a n d  th r e w  d o w n
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o n  h im  w i th  u n c a n n y  s w if tn e s s .  O n e  o f  
t h e  m e n  k n o c k e d  h is  a r m  a s id e .

“ H e l l ,  A b e ,  l e t ’s n o t  g e t  in  D u t c h  h e re ,  
r i g h t  o f f ! ”  h e  s a id .

“ L a y  o f f ! ”  s n a r l e d  D r i l l ,  a n d  a g a in  th r e w  
u p  th e  g u n .

A t  t h a t  m o m e n t ,  a n d  b e f o r e  D r i l l  c o u ld  
f i re ,  t h e  s t a g e  f r o m  d o w n  P o k y  w a y ,  b ig  
B e n  B a s s  w h e e l in g  th e m ,  c a m e  d o w n  th e  
s t r e e t  a t  a  c h a r g in g  t r o t  a n d  s to p p e d  b e 
fo r e  L u n d y ’s  s a lo o n ,  c u t t i n g  C l in c h  o ff f r o m  
A b e  D r i l l ’s  g u n  s ig h ts .

A n d  C lin c h  w a s  so  m a d  t h a t  h e  w a s  s t i l l  
g o in g  fo r  P e t e  P in o s  w h e n  th e  s t a g e  d o o r  
o p e n e d  a n d  L e th a  L u n d y  ju m p e d  d o w n , 
a lm o s t  in  C l i n c h ’s  f a c e .  C l in c h  w o u ld  h a v e  
r u n  h e r  d o w n  if  h e  h a d n ’t  p u t  o n  th e  b r a k e s  
m ig h ty  s u d d e n .

H e  lo o k e d  a t  h e r ,  a n d  s h e  lo o k e d  a t  h im . 
H e r  e y e s  w e re  b ig . a n d  b lu e  a s  a  m o u n t a in  
la k e ,  a n d  h e r  n o s e  w a s  a s  s t r a i g h t  a s  a  g u n  
b a r r e l .

“ W e i l l ”  s h e  s a id ,  s u r p r i s e d .  “ I f  i t  i s n ’t  
C l in c h  C a r e y .  H a v e  y o u  q u i t  s h a v in g ,  
C l i n c h ? ”  4 ^

“ W h ile  w e ’n ^ t y i n ’,”  h e  s a i d ,  a n d  t r i e d  
t o  lo o k  p a s t  h e r  f o r  P e t e  P in o s .  P e t e  h a d  
g o n e  th i t h e r .

“ A m  I  in  y o u r  w a y ? ”  s h e  a s k e d  h im .
C lin c h  s t r e t c h e d  a n d  lo o k e d  a g a in ,  to  

m a k e  s u r e .  H e  d i d n ’t  h a v e  to  s t r e t c h  a  lot. 
to  se e  o v e r  h e r  f o r  h e  w a s  a  l e n g t h y  fe l lo w , 
a n d  s h e  w a s  s m a l l is h .

“ N o ’m ,”  h e  s a id  a n d  g r in n e d .
“ D o n ’t  s a y  ‘n o ’m ’ to  m e  a g a in  1”  s h e  

s t a m p e d  h e r  f o o t  in  m o c k  in d i g n a t io n .  “ I  
a i n ’t  a  g r a n d m o th e r .”

“ Y e s ’m , ”  s a id  C l in c h ,  a n d  g r in n e d  a g a in .  
L o r d ,  s h e  w a s  a  s u r e - n u f f  p u r t y  g i r l !  I f  
s h e  o n ly  h a d  a  d e c e n t  o ld  m a n l

LE T H A  L U N D Y  p u t  h e r  n o s e  in  th e  
a i r  a n d  w a lk e d  p a s t  h im  a s  i f  h e  

J  w e re  o n ly  a  h i t c h in g  p o s t .  C l in c h  
lo o k e d  a f t e r  h e r  a n d  s c r a t c h e d  h is  h e a d .

“ W h a t  d id  I  s a y  t h a t  w a s  w ro n g ,  B e n ? ”  
h e  a s k e d  B ig  B e n  B a s s ,  u p  th e r e  o n  th e  h ig h  
s t a g e  s e a t .

B ig  B e n  la i d  b a c k  h i s  h e a d  a n d  l e t  o u t  
a  l a u g h  t h a t  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  h e a r d  h a l f 
w a y  to  B o is e  C i t y .  B e n  n e v e r  d id  a n y th i n g  
b y  h a l f - w a y  m e a s u r e s .  C l in c h  lo o k e d  a t  
h im ,  h a r d .  B ig  B e n  c lo s e d  h is  m o u t h  w i th

a n  a u d ib l e  s n a p  a n d  s h u t  o ff  t h e  g u f f a w .
“ Ph-tew!” h e  s a i d  a n d  s p a t  c le a r  o v e r  

h is  l e a d e r s ’ e a r s .  T h e n  h e  ro l le d  a  c h e w  
a b o u t  t h e  s iz e  o f  a  t u r k e y ’s e g g  f r o m  o n e  
s id e  o f  h is  m o u t h  to  th e  o th e r .  H e  h a d  
to  k e e p  tu c k i n g  i t  b a c k  w i th  h is  to n g u e  
t o  r e t a i n  i t  a l l .

“ D i d n ’t  I  s e e  P e t e  P in o s  r u n  b a c k w a r d s  
p lu m b  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  a  w h i le  a g o ?  E r  
is  m y  e y e s  a - f a i l i n ’ m e  in  m y  o ld  a g e ? ” 
B e n  w a s  a b o u t  f o r ty - f iv e  a n d  h e a l t h y  a s  
a  y e a r l in g  s t u d .

C l in c h  d i d n ’t  s a y  a n y th i n g ,  j u s t  g r in n e d .
“ M e b b y  P in o s  h a s  t u k  u p  r u n n i n g  b a c k 

w a rd  a c r o s s  s t r e e t s  to  k e e p  h is  la ig s  l i m 
b e r e d  u p , ”  c o n t i n u e d  B ig  B e n .  “ Y o u  
r e c k o n  h e  h a s ,  f e l l e r ? ”

“ H e  m i g h t , ”  s a id  C l in c h ,  “ b u t  a  b e t t e r  
g u e s s  w o u ld  b e  t h a t  h e  r u n  u p  a g a in s t  s o m e 
t h i n ’ t h a t  w a s  c o r n in ’ to  m e e t  h i m .”

“ F e r  e x a m p le ,  w h a t ? ”  s a i d  B ig  B e n .
“ F o u r  f in g e r s  w i th  a  th u m b  w r a p p e d  o v e r  

’e m ,”  s a id  C l in c h ,  g r i n n in g  a g a in .
B ig  B e n  s u d d e n ly  s h o w e d  t w e n ty  t e e t h  

a n d  a t  l e a s t  s ix  s q u a r e  in c h e s  o f  m o i s t  
to b a c c o .  H e  d r o p p e d  th e  t o b a c c o  in to  h is  
h a n d  a n d  s p l a t t e r e d  i t  o n  a  h a m e  k n o b . 
T h e n  h e  h a u le d  o u t  a  p lu g  a s  h a r d  a s  
s to n e  a n d  p o p p e d  o ff a  p ie c e  a n d  g r o u n d  i t  
d o w n  b e f o r e  a n s w e r in g .

“ F e l l e r , ”  h e  s a id ,  “ y o u  s h o u ld  a lw a y s  
w r o p  y o u r  f in g e r s  a r o u n d  y o u r  th u m b ,  w h e n  
y o u  h i t  a  m a n .  T h e n  h e  s t a y s  h i t . ”

“ I  d o n ’t  b e l i e v e  i t ! ”  s a i d  C l in c h .  “ B u t  
i f  y o u ’ll s t e p  d o w n  I ’ll  b e  g la d  to  d e m o n 
s t r a t e . ”

“ G i t - d a p ! ”  s a id  B e n  B a s s .
C l in c h  g o t  o n  h i s  h o r s e  a n d  h e a d e d  h o m e . 

H e  w a s  f e e l in g  p r e t t y  lo w . T h i s  w a s  g o in g  
to  m a k e  i t  p r e t t y  to u g h  o n  h im  a n d  B o b . 
T h e y  n e e d e d  t h a t  h o r s e  m o n e y  b a d ,  a n d  
t h e y  d i d n ’t  h a v e  f e e d  e n o u g h  to  w in te r  
th o s e  e x t r a  h o r s e s .

B o b  C a r e y  d i d n ’t  s a y  m u c h  w h e n  C lin c h  
to ld  h im  a b o u t  P i n o ’s  r e f u s a l  to  t a k e  t h e  
h o r s e s .  H e  w a s  o ld e r  t h a n  C l in c h — a b o u t  
t h i r t y .  Q u ie te r ,  w is e r ,  in  s o m e  w a y s .

“ Y o u  s a y  y o u  p u n c h e d  h im ,”  h e  s a id .  
“ Y o u  a c t e d  l ik e  a  b o y ,  C l in c h ,  a n d  y o u  
s p o i le d  w h a te v e r  c h a n c e  w e  d id  h a v e  a t  
P in o s .

“ W h ic h  w a s  d a m n e d  s l i m ! ”  r e t o r t e d  
C l in c h .  “ A n d  I ’m  k i n d a  g la d  I  d id .  I
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b e l ie v e  h e  w a s  b u y i n ’ t h e m  h o r s e s  f o r  L u k e  
L u n d y  a n y h o w .”

“ Y o u ’r e  w ro n g , C l in c h .  P e t e  a i n ’t  t h a t  
lo w -d o w n .”

“ H e  c o u ld  w a lk  u n d e r  a  s n a k e ’s  b e l ly  
w i th o u t  b e n d i n ’ h is  b a c k  a n  i n c h ! ”  r e p l ie d  
C l in c h  c o n te m p tu o u s ly .

“ I ’d  s o o n e r  t h i n k  i t  w a s  L u n d y  t h a t  
m a d e  P e t e  b a c k  o u t , ”  s a id  B o b . “ I f  h e  
c o m e s  a r o u n d  a n d  t r i e s  to  b u y  th e m  h o r s e s  
i n  a  fe w  d a y s ,  I ’ll k n o w  i t . ”

“ H e ’s  g o t  s o m e  m o r e  c u s t o m e r s ,”  s a id  
C l in c h .  “ I  s e e n  f o u r - f iv e  s t a n d in g  in  f r o n t  
o f  h is  b a r n  w i th  wanted w r o te  a l l  o v e r  ’e m .”

“ Y e a h ,  a n d  I ' l l  b e t  h e ’s  o u t  h e r e ,  to m o r 
r o w ! ”  s a id  B o b .  “ I f  I  h a d  a  d o l l a r  f o r  
e v e r y  h o r s e  t h i e f  a n d  k i l l e r  h e ’s  h e lp e d  g i t  
o u t  o f  th e  c o u n t r y  I ’d  n e v e r  h a v e  to  w o rk  
n o  m o r e .”

LU N D Y  c a m e  th e  n e x t  d a y ,  r id in g  h is  
l i n e - b a c k e d  b u c k s k i n  p i t c h e d  fo r -  

J  w a r d  a  l i t t l e  a n d  h is  f i f ty - d o l l a r  S t e t 
s o n  p u l l e d  lo w  o v e r  h is  h e a v y  b ro w s .  
L u n d y  o w n e d  th e  b ig  s a lo o n  in  P lu n d e r  
C i t y ;  h e  o w n e d  th e  b a r n ;  h e  o w n e d  S h e r i f f  
D o b e y .  S o m e  s a id  h e  e v e n  o w n e d  P lu n d e r  
C i t y .  T h a t  w a s  p r o b a b l y  a n  e x a g g e r a t io n  
b u t  e v e r y b o d y  k n e w  h e  w a s  r i c h  a s  b la c k  
s t r a p  m o la s s e s .

H e  fo ld e d  h is  h a n d s  o n  h is  s a d d le h o r n  
a n d  t a l k e d  to  th e  boy’s in  le v e l , b u s i n e s s 
l ik e  to n e s ,  h is  b ig  fo r m  im m o b i le ,  h i s  e y e s  
f l a s h in g  f r o m  o n e  to  th e  o th e r  o f  th e m ,  fo r  
C l in c h  s to o d  o n  o n e  s id e  o f  th e  h o r s e ,  B o b  
o n  th e  o th e r .

“ R o d e  o u t  to  se e  if  y o u  b o y s  w o u ld  h a v e  
a n y  h o r s e s  to  se l l  t h i s  f a l l , ”  h e  s a id .  “ I  
c o u ld  u s e  s e v e r a l  g o o d , f a s t  o n e s . I  h e a r  
y o u ’r e  b r e e d i n ’ s o m e  g o o d  s tu f f  o u t  o f  t h a t  
B la c k  M o r g a n  s t u d  o f  y o u r s . ”

C lin c h  d i d n ’t  s a y  a  w o r d .  H e  j u s t  le t  
B o b  ta lk .

“ Y e s ,”  s a id  B o b  C a r e y ,  “ w e  g o t s o m e  
h o rs e s  to  se l l . B u t  n o t  to  y o u ,  Mister 
L u n d y .  W e ’re  k i n d a  f u n n y .  W e  r a i s e  
h o n e s t  h o r s e s ,  a n d  w e  d o n ’t  l ik e  to  s e ll 
’e m  w h e re  t h e y ’ll b e  c o n ta m in a t e d — e v e r .”  

C l in c h  t h o u g h t  t h a t  w a s  p u t t i n g  i t  o n  
p r e t t y  t h i c k .  H e  e x p e c te d  to  s e e  L u k e  
L u n d y  s t e p  d o w n  a n d  a s k  B o b  to  e x p la in  
t h a t ,  b u t  h e  d i d n ’t .  H e  j u s t  s a t  th e r e  g r i p 

p in g  h i s  s a d d le h o r n ,  h is  e y e s  lo o k in g

s t r a i g h t  o ff t o w a r d s  t h e  R u s t l e r  M o u n 
ta i n s .  W a tc h in g  h im  d o s e ,  C l in c h  t h o u g h t  
h e  s a w  h i s  b ig  m u s t a c h e  tw i t c h  a  l i t t l e .

“ I  t h i n k  y o u ’re  m a k i n ’ a m i s t a k e , ”  s a id  
L u n d y  f in a l ly .  “ I ’l l  p a y  to p  p r ic e s .  I  
d o n ’t  s e e  t h a t  i t  m a t t e r s  t o  y o u  w h e r e  th e  
h o r s e s  g o  a f t e r  y o u  s e ll th e m .  I  k n o w  
P e t e  P in o s  r e n ig g e d  o n  y o u .  Y o u  p r o b a b l y  
t h i n k  I  h a d  s o m e th i n ’ to  d o  w i th  i t ,  b u t  
I  d i d n ’t -------- ”

“ Y o u ’r e  a  l i a r ,  L u n d y ! ”  s a id  B o b ,  b a ld ly .
L u n d y ’s e y e s  b la z e d .  H e  m a d e  a  h a l f -  

i n v o l u n t a r y  m o v e m e n t ,  t h e n  f ro z e  w h e n  
C l in c h  r e a c h e d  u p  a n d  j a b b e d  h is  th u m b  
v io l e n t l y  i n to  th e  s m a l l  o f  h is  b a c k .

“ Y o u ’r e  c o v e re d ,  L u n d y ! ”  h e  s a id .  “ J u s t  
k e e p  y o u r  h a n d s  r i g h t  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  a n d  
r i d e  a w a y  f r o m  h e re .  Y o u  a i n ’t  b u y i n ’ n o  
B a r  4 4  h o r s e s  to d a y .  D o n ’t  m a k e  a n y  fa ls e  
m o v e s  o r  I ’ll b e  c o m p e l le d  to  s e p a r a t e  y o u r  
b a c k b o n e  r i g h t  w h e r e  y o u  n e e d  i t  m o s t ! ”

L u k e  L u n d y  d i d n ' t  s a y  a  w o r d .  J u s t  
k n e e d  h is  b u c k s k i n  a b o u t  a n d  r o d e  o ff w i th  
h is  b a c k  a s  s t i f f  a s  a  g a t e  .p o s t  w i th  C l in c h  
s t a n d in g  th e r e  p c i n t i n g ^ ^ p t h u m b  a t  h im , 
g r in n in g .  A n d  th e n  B m K a w  t h a t  C l in c h  
h a d  b e e n  r u n n i n g  a  s h in n e y .

“ Y o u  d a m n e d  r e c k le s s  h i g h b i n d e r ! ”  h e  
s a id  s o f t ly ,  b u t  w i th  a  l o t  o f  r e s p e c t  in  h is  
v o ic e . “ D o n ’t  y o u  e v e r  t r y  t h a t  s t u n t  a g a in  
— n o t  o n  L u k e  L u n d y ! ”

C l in c h  j u s t  g r i n n e d  s o m e  m o r e  a n d  p r e 
t e n d e d  to  h o l s t e r  t h e  th u m b .  T h e n  h e  
s c o w le d .

“ B e tw e e n  u s , ”  h e  s a id ,  “ i t  s h o r e  lo o k s  
l ik e  w e ’r e  w o r k in ’ p u r t y  to  k i l l  s a le s .  I  
m e s s e d  u p  o u r  c h a n c e s  w i th  P in o s ,  a n d  
n o w  y o u  k n o c k  a n y  L u n d y  d e a l  in  th e  
h e a d . ”

“ W h y ,  C l i n c h ,”  s a id  B o b , s u r p r i s e d ,  “you 
w o u ld n ’t  w a n t  to  s e l l  h o r s e s  to  L u k e  L u n d y ,  
w o u ld  y o u ?  Y o u  k n o w  h e ’s  g o t  r i c h  f u r -  
n i s h in ’ h o r s e s  to  o u t l a w s  o n  th e  j u m p .  W h y ,  
I ’ll g o  o u t  a n d  l iv e  w i th  th e  s q u i r r e l s  b e f o r e  
I ’ll d o  i t !  T h e  o n ly  h o r s e  a n y  o u t la w  g e t s  
o ff o f  m e  w ill b e  b y  s t e a l i n ’ h i m .”

“ T h a t ’s p r o b a b l y  w h a t  L u n d y  is  f i g u r in ’ 
o n  th i s  m i n u te  t o o ,”  C l in c h  r e p l ie d .  “ H e  
c o u ld  s t e a l  o u r  e y e b a l l s  a n d  w h a t  r e c o u r s e  
w o u ld  w e  h a v e — h im  o w n in ’ t h e  la w  like 
h e  d o e s ? ”

“ T h e r e ’s  o n e  r e c o u r s e  n o  m a n  e v e r  g o t  
a  c in c h  o n , ”  r e p l i e d  B o b  C a r e y .  “ S ix -g u n
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r e c o u r s e ,  a n ’ w e  m a y  h a v e  to  f a l l  b a c k  o n  
t h a t . ”

“ I ’m  p lu m b  a s h a m e d  o f  y o u — y o u ’r e  
a c t i n ’ l ik e  a  b o y ! ”  C l in c h  m im ic k e d  B o b ’s 
to n e  o f  t h e  d a y  b e f o r e .  B u t  h e  g r in n e d  a s  
h e  d id  i t .

B o b  g r i n n e d  to o — b u t  f a i n t l y .  “ I t  lo o k s  
l ik e  w e  m ig h t  b e  fo r c e d  in to  s lo w - e lk in ’ 
to  g e t  t h r o u g h  th e  w in te r  o n , ”  h e  s a id .

“ T h e r e ’s  s t i l l  g e n u in e  e lk  u p  in  th e m  
h i l l s , ”  r e p l ie d  C l in c h .  “ W e ’ll  h a v e  a  t r y  a t  
th e m  b e f p r e  w e  g o  o u t l a w .”

T H A T  e v e n in g  J e a n  J e n e a u ,  a n  i t i n 
e r a n t  y o u n g  p u n c h e r  c a m e  d r i f t i n g  
d o w n  f ro m  th e  h il ls .  I t  w a s  g e t t i n g  

d u s k  th e n  a n d  b a c k  o f  o ld  R u s t l e r  P e a k  
s to r m  c lo u d s  w e re  p i l in g  h e a v y  a n d  b la c k .

“ S n o w  t ’n ig h t ,  b y  h e l l , ” s a id  J e a n  c h e e r 
f u l ly ,  p i l in g  o ff h is  h o r s e  a n d  t u r n in g  i t  
i n t o  th e  c o r r a l .  “ I  t i n k  I  l a y  u p  w i th  y o u  
f e l l a . ”

“ S u re ,  J e a n , ”  s a id  B o b  h e a r t i l y .  “ W e  
s t i l l  g o t  a  f e w y s l ic e s  o f  b a c o n  l e f t ,  a n d  
C l in c h  c a n ’t  p ^ H p e v e n - u p  w o r th  a  d a m n  
a n y  m o r e .” .

“ T ’ n ig h t  w e  p l a y  th e  p o k a i r e ,  e h ? ”  s a id  
J e a n ,  f la s h in g  h is  t e e t h  a n d  s t r o k in g  h is  
s l e n d e r  b la c k  l i n e  o f  a  m u s ta c h e .

Q u i te  a  d a n d y ,  J e a n  J e n e a u ,  a n d  a  g r e a t  
h a n d  w i th  th e  la d ie s .  H e  s t e p p e d  in to  th e  
c a b in ,  th r e w  o ff  h is  b ig  g r a y  S te t s o n  a n d  
h is  h a n d - to o le d  c h a p s  w i th  t h e  s i lv e r  c o n 
c h a s .  J u s t  a b o u t  C l i n c h ’s  a g e — m a y b e  a  
y e a r  o r  tw o  o ld e r .  A b o u t  C l i n c h ’s  h e ig h t  
a n d  b u i ld  to o , b u t  th e r e  th e  r e s e m b la n c e  
e n d e d ,  f o r  C l in c h  w a s  v e r y  f a i r  a n d  J e a n  
a s  d a r k  a s  a  U te .  A n d  a c ro s s  th e  s w a r t h y  
d a r k n e s s  o f  h i s  f a c e ,  f r o m  e y e  c o r n e r  to  
m o u t h ,  r a n  a  w h i te  s c a r .  S in g u la r ly  
e n o u g h ,  t h a t  s t a r t l i n g  s c a r  w a s  n o t  d is f ig 
u r in g  to  J e a n .

T h e  th r e e  p la y e d  p o k e r  u n t i l  n e a r l y  m id 
n ig h t .  C l in c h  w o n  th r e e  d o l l a r s  a n d  B o b  
lo s t  f o u r .  T h e n ,  w h e n  J e a n  r e t u r n e d  f ro m  
a n  in s p e c t io n  -o f  t h e  w e a th e r  h e  r e p o r t e d  
s n o w ,

“ T h i s  b r in g  d o w n  th e m  o l ’ e lk  I  s e e  u p  
in  d e  m o u n t a i n , ”  h e  s a id .

C l i n c h ’s  e y e s  q u ic k e n e d .  E lk  m e a n t  
m e a t .

“ W h e r e  d id  y o u  s e e  th e m ,  F r e n c h y ? ”  h e  
a s k e d .

“ O v e r  b a c k  R u s t l e r  P e a k , ”  s a id  J e n e a u .  
“ F i f t e e n ,  tw e n ty ,  m e b b y s o  m o a i r e .”

“ B o b ,”  s a id  C l in c h ,  “ I ’m  g o in ’ a f t e r  th e m  
f e l le r s  in  t h e  m o r n in ’. W e  n e e d  t h a t  m e a t .  
A n d  I  m e a n  to  h a v e  o n e  i f  I  h a v e  to  ta i l  
’e m  p lu m b  in to  U t a h .  Y o u  w a k e  m e  e a r ly ,  
i f  I  d o n ’t  w a k e  m y s e l f . ”

“ W e  c a n  s h o r e  u s e  o n e ,”  r e p l i e d  B o b . 
“ B u t  f o r  g o s h  s a k e  d o n ’t  s h o o t  a n  o ld  
s t r i n g y  b u l l . ”

“ I ’ll s h o o t  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  g e ts  in  f r o n t  o f  
m y  g u n ,”  s a id  C l in c h .  “ W e  g o t  g o o d  t e e t h  
a n d  p l e n t y  o f  t im e ,  i n  t h e  w i n t e r . ”

H e  g o t  o u t  th e  o ld  3 0 - 3 0 ,  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  
c o l l e c t in g  d u s t  f o r  m a n y  d a y s .  H e  c le a n e d  
a n d  o i le d  i t  c a r e f u l ly ,  a n d  s tu f f e d  th e  m a g 
a z in e  w i th  s o f t - p o i n t  b u l l e t s .  B u l l e ts  t h a t  
w o u ld  r e a m  a  h o le  p lu m b  t h r o u g h  a n  e lk  
t h a t  a  m a n  c o u ld  p u t  h is  a r m  th r o u g h .  
A n d  th e n  C l in c h  w h e t te d  u p  h i s  h u n t i n g  
k n i f e .  H e  w e n t  t o  s le e p  w i th  t h e  c a b in  
w e a v in g  u n d e r  t h e  s a v a g e  p u s h  o f  t h e  w in d .

I t  w a s  s t i l l  d a r k  w h e n  h e  a w o k e  a n d  th e  
w in d  h a d  d ie d  s o m e w h a t .  B o b  a n d  J e n e a u  
w e re  s t i l l  s n o r in g ,  so  C l in c h  g r a b b e d  a  fe w  
b i t e s  f r o m  t h e  s u p p e r  le f t - o v e r s  a n d  w e n t  
to  t h e  b a m  c a r r y in g  h i s  r i f le  a n d  k n i f e .

H e  s a d d le d  th e  b ig  B la c k  M o r g a n  s t u d ,  
P lu t o ,  f o r  t h e  t r i p  e v e n  th o u g h  h e  k n e w  
B o b  w o u ld n ’t  l ik e  h is  c h a n c in g  th e  c r i p 
p l in g  o f  so  v a lu a b l e  a n  a n im a l  in  t h e  ro u g h  
c o u n t r y  w h e r e  h e  w a s  g o in g .  B u t  h e  
w a n te d  a  h o r s e  t h a t  w o u ld  t a k e  h im  th e r e  
a n d  b r i n g  h im  b a c k — w ith  m e a t .  A n d  if  
h e  g o t  a n  e lk  t h a t  m e a n t  u p w a r d  o f  a  
th o u s a n d  p o u n d s  o f  i t ,  a n d  P l u t o  w a s  th e  
o n ly  h o r s e  o n  th e  r a n c h  t h a t  c o u ld  m a k e  
s u c h  a  t r i p  a n d  b r in g  in  e v e n  th e  b e s t  p a r t s  
o f  s u c h  a n  a n im a l .

I t  w a s  s t i l l  s n o w in g  w h e n  h e  ro d e  u p  
th r o u g h  th e  m e a d o w , a l t h o u g h  th e  w in d  h a d  
d r o p p e d  to  a  s t e a d y  p u s h .  H e  d i d n ’t  w a k e n  
B o b , b u t  if  h e  h a d  k n o w n  w h a t  h e  k n e w  
l a t e r  h e  c e r t a i n l y  w o u ld  h a v e  to ld  h im  so - 
lo n g .

A b o u t  h a l f - a n - h o u r  a f t e r  C l in c h  h a d  le f t ,  
B o b  C a r e y  g o t  u p .  H e  m a d e  b r e a k f a s t  

i th e n  a w o k e  J e n e a u .
J e n e a u  lo o k e d  a r o u n d  th e  c a b in  w i th  t h a t  

f l a s h in g  g la n c e  o f  h is .
“ C l in c h ,  h e e m  g o n e  a f t e r  e lk ,  e h ? ”  h e  

s a id .
Bob nodded. “And took our black stud,
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d o g  h i m ! ”  h e  s a id .  “ P r o b a b l y  b r e a k  a  le g  
u p  in  t h a t  d a m n e d  c o u n t r y . ”

“ W h y  b o r r o w  t r o u b le ,  f r i e n d  B o b ?  
C lin c h  is  t h e  v e r y  e x c e l le n t  r i d e r ,  e h ?  S u p 
p o s e  I  h a n g  a r o u n ’ t o  k e e p  a w a y  th e  lo n e 
s o m e n e s s  t i l l  h e  r e t u r n ? ”

“ S u r e ,”  s a id  B o b . “ B u t  y o u  g o t  t o  e a r n  
y o u r  k e e p .  W e  g o t  so m e  h a y  to  h a u l  o u t  
a n d  w e  o u g h t  to  c u t  th e  m a r e s  a n d  c o l t s  
o u t  o f  t h e  b u n c h  in  th e  p a s t u r e . ”

“ C e r t a i n ly — I  h e lp ,”  s a id  J e a n .  “ 1 a m  
th e  v e r y  e x c e l le n t  h e lp e r ,”  a n d  he  f la s h e d  
h is  t e e t h  a t  B o b .

HE  D I D  h e lp  w i th  t h e  f e e d in g ,  a n d  
the . c u t t i n g  o u t  o f  th e  m a r e s  a n d  
c o l t s ,  a n d  h e  p r o v e d  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  

m a k e  a  h a n d .  T h e y  c u t  t e n  m a r e s  w i th  
l a t e - f o a le d  c o l t s  f r o m  th e  p a s t u r e  a b o v e  th e  
m e a d o w s  a n d  th r e w  th e m  in  t h e  b a r n  c o r 
r a l ,  t h e n  th e y  h a u le d  h a y  to  b o t h  b u n c h e s .

I t  w a s  h ig h  n o o n  w h e n  t h e y  r e t u r n e d  
t o  t h e  c a b in  a n d  th e r e  t h e y  f o u n d  P e te  
P in o s ,  w i th  d in n e r  r e a d y  o n  th e  t a b l e .  P e te  
P in o s  p e e p e d  o u t  o f  t h e  d o o r  a t  th e m ,  j u s t  
s h o w in g  h is  h e a d ,  w i th  m o c k  a la r m .

“ S o  i t ’s J e n e a u  w ith  y o u ,  is  i t ,  B o b ? ”  h e  
s a id .  “ I  d i d n ’t  k n o w  b u t  w h a t  i t  m ig h t  b e  
t h a t  f i r e - e a t in ’ C l in c h  a n d  g o t  r e a d y  to  
r u n . ”

B o b  g r in n e d  h i s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e 
p a r e d  m e a l .

“ Y o u ’r e  a l l  r i g h t ,  P e t e , ”  h e  s a id .  “ M e  ’n  
J e a n  is  p l e n t y  h u n g r y ,  a i n ’t  w e , J e a n ?  
C l in c h  h a s  g o n e  e lk  h u n t i n ’. I  d o n ’t  m u c h  
f ig g e r  o n  h im  b e in ’ b a c k  t o n i g h t . ”

“ I  c o m e  o v e r  to  e x p la in  a b o u t  t h a t  h o r s e  
d e a l , ”  s a i d  P in o s .  “ C l in c h  w o u ld n ’t  g iv e  
m e  a  c h a n c e  y e s t e r d a y .  L u n d y  p u t  th e  
p r e s s u r e  o n  m e , B o b . T h a t ’s  w h y  I  h a d  
to  b a c k  d o w n .”

“ I  t o ld  C l in c h  i t  w a s  t h a t  w a y ! ”  r e p l ie d  
B o b . “ I t ’s  a l l  r i g h t ,  P e t e .  I ’ll m a k e  C lin c h  
a p o lo g iz e  w h e n  h e  c o m e s  i n . ”

“ N o t  n e c e s s a r y ,”  s a id  P in o s .  “ I  k n o w  i t  
lo o k e d  b a d  o n  m y  p a r t .  L u n d y  b e e n  to  
se e  y o u  y e t ? ”

“ Y e s , a n d  w e n t  b a c k  f a s t e r ’n  h e  c o m e . 
I ’ll give a w a y  e v e r y  h o r s e  w e  g o t  b e f o r e  
I ’ll l e t  t h a t  c ro o k e d  d e v i l  g e t  ’e m .”  

“ D o n ’t  t a l k  to o  lo u d  a b o u t  L u n d y ,”  
w a r n e d  P in o s .  “ H e ’s  r a n k  p o is o n ,  a n d  
h e ’s r i c h ,  B o b .”

“ R ic h ,  a n d  h o w ? ”  s a id  B o b  h o t l y .  “ W i t h  
t h e  m o n e y  u s  p o r e  d e v i l s  h a v e  s w e a t  o u r
h e a r t s  o u t  m a k i n ’-------- ”

J e a n  J e n e a u  l a u g h e d .
“ B o b  h e r e ,”  h e  to ld  P e t e ,  “ is  w o n  h a l  

o f  a  f e l la  w h e n  h e  g e t  h i s  d a n d e r  u p .  H e  
f ig h t  l ik e  d e  o l ’ S c r a t c h ,  e h . P e t e ?  B u t  h e  
c a n n o t  p l a y  th e  p o k a i r e .”

“ C a n ’t ! ”  y e lp e d  B o b . “ W a i t  t i l l  w e  e a t  
t h e n  I ’ll  s h o w  y o u  tw o  r a n n i e s  w h e th e r  I  
c a n  p l a y  p o k e r  o r  n o t .  I  a i n ’t  g o t  m u c h  
m o n e y ,  b u t  I  g o t  p l e n t y  o f  g o o d  h o r s e s .  
T h e y  g o o d  in  a  p o k e r  g a m e ,  P e t e ? ”

“ S u r e  t h e y ’r e  g o o d ,”  r e p l i e d  P e t e .  “ F o r  
t h a t  m a t t e r ,  s o ’s  y o u r  w o r d ,  B o b .”

A f te r  t h e  m e a l P e t e  P in o s  w e n t  o v e r  to  
th e  c o r n e r  a n d  r e t r i e v e d  a n  o b je c t  w r a p p e d  
in  a  g u n n y  s a c k .  H e  g r i n n e d  a n d  u n r o l le d  
t h e  s a c k  a n d  s e t  a  g a l lo n  ju g  o f  w h is k e y  o n  
t h e  t a b l e .

“ P o k e r  a i n ’t  w o r th  a  d a m n  w i th o u t  w h is 
k e y ,”  h e  s a id .  “ G e t  r i g h t ,  b o y s ! ”

“ I  c a n  d r i n k  y o u  b o t h  u n d e r  t h e  t a b l e ! ”  
s a id  B o b  C a r e y .

J e n e a u  la u g h e d .
“ B o b ,”  h e  t o l d  P in o s P P b e e m  a lw a y s  th e  

a m b i t i o u s  f e l la ,  e h  P e t e ? ”
“ W e ’ll  a m b i s h  h i m ! ”  s a id  P e t e  P in o s ,  

l a u g h in g  lo u d ly .
T h e y  p l a y e d  a n d  d r a n k  a l l  t h r o u g h  th e  

a f t e r n o o n .  B o b  w a s  to o  c le a n  m in d e d  to  
s u s p e c t  t r e a c h e r y ,  a n d  so  h e  d id  n o t  n o t i c e  
t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  g a n g in g  h im  o n  th e  d r i n k 
in g ,  a n d  g a n g in g  h im  w i th  th e  c a r d s .  B u t  
He c a m e  v e r y  n e a r  m a k in g  g o o d  h is  b o a s t  
o f  d r i n k in g  th e m  b o th  u n d e r  th e  t a b l e ,  fo r  
w h e n  n i g h t  fe l l  h e  w a s  s t i l l  g o in g  s t r o n g  
a n d  h a d  a l l  th e  m o n e y  in  th e  g a m e  b e f o r e  
h im . N e i t h e r  P e t e  P in o s  n o r  J e n e a u  w e re  
in  a n y  to o  g o o d  s h a p e .

“ G o t t a  g i t  s o m e  a i r ! ”  m u t t e r e d  P e te  
P in o s .  A t  t h e  d o o r  h e  t u r n e d  a n d  j e r k e d  
h is  h e a d  s w i f t ly  a t  J e n e a u ,  th e n  w e n t  o n  
o u t .  J e n e a u  fo l lo w e d  h im  s h o r t ly .

O u ts id e  t h e  tw o  h e ld  c o n f e r e n c e .
“ T h a t  f e l l a ,”  J e n e a u  d r e w  h is  b r e a t h  

h is s in g ly ,  “ h e  d r i n k  l ik e  a h — lik e  t h e  f i s h ! ”  
P e t e  P in o s  w e a v e d  o n  h is  f e e t  a n d  s w o re  

b i t t e r ly .
“ N e v e r  s e e n  n o t h i n ’ l i k e  i t !  W e  g o t  to  

g i t  h im  u n d e r ,  J e a n !  G o t  to .  I f  h e ’s  u p  
w h e n  D r i l l  a n d  h is  g a n g  c o m e  f o g g in ’ in  
h e r e  t h e r e ’l l  b e  h e ll  to  p a y .  Y o u  h a v e  a n y
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t r o u b le  g e t t i n ’ t h a t  d a m n  C lin c h  a w a y ? ”
J e n e a u  c h u c k le d .
“ H e  j u m p  d ie  b a i t .  H o ,  h o !  B e  w a n  

lo n g  t a m  f in d in g  d e  e lk  I  se e . H o ,  h o ,  h o ! ”
“ W h a t  w il l  w e  d o  w i th  B o b ? ”  a s k e d  

P in o s  d e s p e r a te ly .  “ W h is k e y ’s  a b o u t  a ll 
g o n e .”

“ W h e n  w e  g o  b a c k , ”  s a id  J e n e a u ,  “ I  fe e x  
h e e m . I  s e t  d e  ju g  o n  d e  f lo o r  b y  m e . I  
s m o k e  d e  c ig a r e t t e .  I  fe e x  h e e m , P e t e . ”

H E Y  r e t u r n e d  a n d  B o b  C a r e y  
h o o te d  a t  th e m .

“ C a n ’t  t a k e  i t ,  h e y ! ”  h e  j i b e d .  
“ A n d  y o u  tw o  r a n n i e s  c la im  to  b e  p o k e r -  
p l a y i n ’ r o o t i n ’- t o o t i n ’ s u n s a g u n s .  B r in g  o n  
s o m e  m o r e  w h i s k e y ! ”

“ T h i s  B o b , h e  th e  h o g ,”  l a u g h e d  J e n e a u .  
“ I  s e t  th e  ju g ,  so , o u t  h e e s  r e a c h ,  e h , P e t e ? ” 
a n d  h e  l a u g h e d  a g a in  a n d  l i t  a  c ig a r e t t e .

H e  s m o k e d  i t  b u t  a  fe w  d r a w s  th e n  h e  
id ly  le t  h is  h a n d  f a l l  a n d  d r o p p e d  th e  s t i l l  
b u r n in g  c ig a r e t t e  i n t o  ti re  m o u t h  o f  th e  
w h is k e y  ju g .  T h e n  h e  l i t  a n o t h e r  . . . a n d  
a n o th e r ,  d r o p p i n g  e a c h  in to  t h e  a lm o s t  
e m p t y  ju g .  A r i#  w h e n  B o b  C a r e y  a g a in  
c la m o r e d  f o r  w h is k e y ,  h e  l i f t e d  th e  ju g  a n d  
p o u r e d  th e  l a s t  i n to  B o b ’s g la s s .  B o b  d r a n k  
i t .  L o o k e d  q u e e r ,  t h e n  s e t  h is  g la s s  d o w n . 
J e n e a u  e x c h a n g e d  s ig n i f i c a n t  g la n c e s  w ith  
P in o s .

I n  le s s  t h a n  tw o  m i n u te s  B o b  C a r e y  s u d 
d e n ly  p i t c h e d  fo r w a r d  a n d  fe ll o v e r  th e  
t a b l e ,  h is  fa c e  s t r ik i n g  h a r d .  A lm o s t  a t  th e  
s a m e  m o m e n t  th e  t h u n d e r  o f  s p e e d in g  
h o rs e s , m u ffle d  b y  th e  sn o w , c a m e  d o w n  th e  
w in d .

P e te  P in o s  ro s e .
“ J u s t  in  t i m e ! ”  h e  g r a n t e d .  “ T h r o w  

h im  o n  th e  b u n k .  J e a n .  I ' l l  t a l k  to  A b e .”
T h e  r id e r s ,  f o u r  o f  th e m ,  p u l le d  u p  o u t 

s id e  th e  d o o r  a s  P e t e  P in o s  s t e p p e d  o u t ,  
s h u t t i n g  it .

“ A ll s e t ? ”  it  w a s  to o  d a r k  to  se e  f a c e s , 
b u t  th e  v o ic e  w a s  u n m i s t a k a b ly  A b e  D r i l l ’s.

“ A ll s e t , ”  s a id  P e te  T in o s . “ J e n e a u  s a y s  
t h e r e ’s  t e n  m a r e s  w i th  c o l t s  in  t h e  b a m  
c o r r a l ,  a n d  tw e n ty  h e a d  g o o d  s tu f f  o n  th e  
p a s t u r e  a b o v e  t h e  m e a d o w .”

“ J u s t  a s  w ell m a k e  a  c le a n  s w e e p  w h ile  
w e ’r e  a t  i t , ”  s a id  D r i l l .  “ G o t  t h a t  B il l  o f  
S a le  m a d e  o u t  y e t ? ”

“Not yet.”

“ T h e n  m a k e  i t  t o  c o v e r  t h e  w h o le  d a m n  
b u n c h .  T w o  o f  y o u , ”  h e  s p o k e  to  h is  m e n ,  
“ h a z e  th e  s tu f f  o u t  o f  t h e  p a s t u r e .  G i t  ’e m  
b u n c h e d  t i g h t  b e f o r e  y o u  p u t  d o w n  th e  
g a te .  W e ’ll c u t  t h e  m a r e s  a n d  c o l t s  o u t  
w h e n  w e  h e a r  y o u  c o r n in ’. G e t  b a c k  in  
th e r e  a n d  fix  o u t  t h a t  p a p e r ,  P e te ,  a n d  se e  
y o u  d o  a  d a m n  g o o d  jo b  o n  i t . ”

P e t e  P in o s  w e n t  b a c k  in to  th e  c a b in  a n d  
m a d e  o u t  a  b i l l  o f  s a le  p u r p o r t i n g  to  c o n 
v e y  to  h im s e l f  so  m a n y  h e a d  o f  h o r s e s  a n d  
c o l t s  b r a n d e d  B a r  4 4 .

“ H o w  m a n y  h e a d  s h o u ld  I  p u t  in  h e r e ,  
J e a n ? ”  h e  a s k e d .  “ D r i l l ’s  t a k i n ’ th e  w h o le  
s h e b a n g .”

“ T w e n t y  . . . t h i r t y ,  a b o u t  f o r ty - tw o  
h e a d ,  P e te ,  i f  y o u  c o u n t  d e  c o l t . ”

P e t e  P in o s  w r o te  “ f o r t y - t w o ” in  th e  
b l a n k  s p a c e .

“ N o w ,”  h e  s a id ,  “ w e  g o t  to  h u n t  a  s ig 
n a t u r e  o f  B o b ’s.

T h e y  f o u n d  o n e — o n  a  c a n c e le d  n o te .  
P in o s  la id  th e  n o te  o n  th e  b il l  o f  s a le  a n d  
t r a c e d  t h e  s i g n a tu r e  w i th  a n  a w l. T h e n  h e  
r e m o v e d  th e  n o te  a n d  t r a c e d  th e  f a i n t  i n 
d e n ta t i o n  o f  th e  a w ! w i th  th e  p e n .

“ T h e r e  y o u  a r e , ”  h e  s a id .
J e n e a u  e y e d  th e  s i g n a tu r e  c r i t i c a l l y .
“ N iz e ,”  h e  s a id ,  “ b u t  s h e  p r e t t y — e r —  

w a v e — e h , P e t e ? ”
“ S u re .  I  w a n te d  i t  t h a t  w a y .  B o b  w a s  

d e a d  d r u n k - w h e n  h e  s ig n e d  i t .  T h a t ’ll t a k e  
c a r e  o f  a n y  fo r g e r y  c h a r g e s ,  i f  a n y  a r e  e v e r  
b r o u g h t .  T h e y  w o n ’t  b e . E v e r th i n g  is  
a g a in s t -------- ”

S u d d e n ly  h e  l e a p e d  to  h i s  f e e t  a n d  
ju m p e d  to  th e  d o o r .  F lu n g  i t  w id e  a n d  
u t t e r e d  a  s t i f l e d  c u r s e .

“ T h e y ’v e  f i re d  th e  s t a c k s ! ”  h e  r a n t e d .  
“ T h e  d a m n e d  d r u n k e n  f o o l s ! ”

I t  w a s  so . T h e  s t a c k s  h a d  b e e n  f ire d , 
a n d  b u r n i n g  b r a n d s  w e re  f ly in g  to w a r d s  th e  
b a r n  a n d  s h e d s .  D o w n  a t  t h e  c o r r a l s  a. 
w ild  m e le e  w a s  r a g in g .  D r i l l  a n d  h is  m e n  
w e re  h a v in g  t r o u b le  w i th  th e  c o l t s .  I t  
s e e m e d  t h a t  t h e y  c o u ld n ’t h e r d  th e  c o lt s ,  
a n d  th e  m a r e s  w o u ld  n o t  le a v e  w i th o u t  
th e m , n o r  th e  o th e r  h o r s e s  w i th o u t  t h e  
m a r e s .

“ S h o o t  th e  l i t t l e  s o n s ! ”  P in o s  b e a r d  D r i l l  
s h o u t .  “ W e l l  n e v e r  g i t  ’e m  l in e d  o u t ! ”

A  s ix - s h o o te r  b a r k e d  a n d  a  c o lt  s c r e a m e d  
in  m o r ta l  a n g u is h .  T h e n  a n o t h e r  a n d  a n 
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o t h e r  g u n  b e l lo w e d  a n d  th e  e n t i r e  b u n c h  
o f  h o r s e s  w e n t  w ild . F l a m e s  f r o m  t h e  b u r n 
in g  h a y s t a c k s  i g n i t e d  t h e  b a r n  a n d  c o r r a l s  
a n d  f o r  a  t im e  th e  m o s t  u n h o ly  r a c k e t  
im a g in a b le  p r e v a i l e d .  H o r s e s  r u s h in g  
th r o u g h  b u r n i n g  c o r r a ls ,  s h o t s  b o o m in g ,  
c o l t s  s c r e a m in g ,  m a r e s  n e ig h in g  f r a n t i c a l l y  
a n d  a b o v e  a ll th e  t h r o a t y  r o a r  o f  th e  f la m e s .

f  I  T H E R E  w a s  d in  e n o u g h  to  h a v e
I  r a i s e d  th e  d e a d .  A n d  i t  d id  ro u s e

JL  B o b  C a r e y .  I t  w a s  n o t  d r u n k e n n e s s  
t h a t  h a d  p u t  h im  o u t ,  i t  w a s  t h e  q u ic k ,  
v ic io u s  k ic k  to  t h e  n ic o t in e .  A n d  h is  s t o u t  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  h a d  th r o w n  i t  o ff  q u ic k ly .  H e  
ro l le d  o v e r  a n d  h i t  th e  f lo o r  w i th  a  th u m p .  
G o t to  h is  f e e t  s t a g g e r in g ,  s a w  th e  w e i r d  
l ig h t  o f  t h e  s t a c k s  a n d  b u i ld in g s  d a n c in g  
o n  th e  w a ll ,  h e a r d  th e  s h o u t s ,  s h o t s ,  n e ig h s ,  
s c r e a m s  o f  s l a u g h te r e d  c o l t s ,  a n d  w h ile  h i s  
b o d y  d id  n o t  r e t u r n  to  n o r m a l  e f f ic ie n c y , 
h is  m in d  s e e m e d  to  c le a r  w ith  a  s n a p .  H e  
m a d e  s t r a i g h t  f o r  t h e  r i f le  h a n g in g  o n  th e  
w a ll ,  h a d  h i s  h a n d  o n  th e  f o r e a r m ,  r e a d y  
to  l i f t  i t  d o w n , w h e n  P e t e  P in o s ,  w h ir l in g ,  
s a w  h im , w h ip p e d  o u t  h is  s i x - s h o o te r  a n d  
s h o t  h im  e x a c t ly  b e tw e e n  th e  s h o u ld e r -  
b la d e s .  B o b  C a r e y  t i p - t o e d  a  m i n u te ,  t h e n  
s e e m e d  to  f a l l  b a c k w a r d  f r o m  h is  h e e ls .  H e  
d i d n ’t  c r u m p le ,  ag  m o s t  f a t a l l y  s h o t  m e n  
d o , h e  fe l l w i th  h is  b o d y  a  s t r a i g h t ,  te n s e  
l in e .

P in o s  b o l s te r e d  h is  g u n  a n d  b a r e d  h is  
t e e t h .  D o w n  a t  t h e  c o r r a l s  t h e  s h o o t in g  
s u d d e n ly  s to p p e d .  D r i l l  a n d  h is  m e n  h a d  
a t  l a s t  g o t  th e  h o r s e s  in to  a  c o m p a c t  b u n c h ,  
a n d  h e a d e d  r i g h t .  A w a y  th e y  w e n t ,  th e i r  
h o o f s  l ik e  t h u n d e r ,  a  d a r k  s p e e d in g  b lo tc h  
a g a in s t  t h e  s n o w .

“ N o w ,”  s a id  P e t e  P in o s ,  “ s in c e  a ll  th i s  
h a s  h a p p e n e d ,  w e  g o t  to  g i t  t h a t  d a m n  
C l in c h .  A n d  t h a t  m e a n s  o n e  o f  u s  h a s  g o t  
to  l a y  r i g h t  h e r e  t i l l  h e  c o m e s  a n d  p o t  h im . 
I ’v e  g o t  to  g e t  to  to w n ,  a n d  b e s id e s  I ’v e  
d o n e  m y  s h a r e , ”  a n d  h e  j e r k e d  h is  h e a d  
to w a r d s  B o b  C a r e y ’s  b o d y .

J e a n  J e n e a u  s h o w e d  J u s  t e e t h  m i r th le s s ly .
“ T h a t  m e a n s  J e a n  J e n e a u  m u s t  k e e l  h im ,  

e h , P e t e ? ”  h e  s a id .
“ I t  d o e s ! ”  s a id  P e te .  “ I s  i t  a g r e e a b le  

to  y o u ? ”
“ F i r s t ,  m y  f r i e n d ,”  s a id  J e n e a u .  “ I  w ish  

to  k n o w  m y — a h — w h a c k  o f  d e  l o o t . ”

“ Y o u  c u t  in  fo r  a  s i x t h , ”  s a i d  P in o s  
c o ld ly .  “ I  c a n  se ll tw e n ty  o f  th e m  h o r s e s  
to  L u n d y  f o r  tw o  h u n d r e d  a p ie c e .  T h a t ’s 
f o u r  t h o u s a n d  to  s p l i t .  T h e n  th e r e ’s th e  
m a r e s .  I s  th a t , s a t i s f a c t o r y ? ”

“ P e r f e c t l y , ”  s a id  J e n e a u .  “ I  j u s t  w a n t  
to ,  a h — m a k e  d e  s u r e . ”

S o  P e t e  P in o s  r o d e  a f t e r  th e  r a id e r ?  a n d  
J e a n  J e n e a u  to o k  d o w n  th e  r if lp  B o b  C a r e y  
h a d  d ie d  t r y i n g  to  r e a c h  a n d  b e g a n  h is  
v ig i l .

II
FIVE BULLETS

W H E N  d a y l i g h t  c a m e  C l in c h  w a s  
f a r  b a c k  in  t h e  R u s t l e r  M o u n 
ta in s ,  p lo u g h in g  t h r o u g h  s n o w  

t h a t  w a s  b e l ly  d e e p  to  t h e  b ig  s t u d ,  a n d  
t h r e a d in g  lo g  p a tc h e s  t h a t  w o u ld  h a v e  
s to p p e d  a n y  b u t  t h e  m o s t  s t o u t - h e a r t e d  o f  
h o r s e s .  H e  d i d n ’t  r e g r e t ,  th e n ,  h i s  c h o ic e .

H e  h a d  p l e n t y  o f  t im e  to  th i n k  th a t  
d a y  a s  h e  t h r e a d e d  t h e  m a z e s  o f  th o s e  h il ls ,  
h i s  e y e s  a n d  e a r s  a l e r t  f o r  m e a t  s ig n . B u t  
th e  th i n g  t h a t  h e  f o u n d  h i s  m in d  c o m in g  
b a c k  to ,  t im e  a f t e r  t im e ,  w a s  s o m e th in g  h e  
h a d  t r i e d  to  k e e p  f r o m  h is  m in d  a  lo n g  
t im e .  I t  w a s  L e t h a  L u n d y .

A ll d a y  h e  th r e a d e d  th e  h i l l s  a n d  sa w  
n o t  so  m u c h  a s  a  j a y  b i r d .  It, w a s  g ro w in g  
d u s k .  H e  h a d  d e c id e d  to  m a k e  c a m p  a n d  
lie  o u t  f o r  th e  n ig h t ,  w h e n  h e  c a m e  to  a n  
o p e n  p a r k ,  h e m m e d  in  o n  a ll s id e s  b y  b la c k  
s p r u c e .  O u t  n e a r  th e  m id d le  o f  t h a t  w h i te 
n e s s  w a s  a  d a r k  s p lo tc h .  H e  t h o u g h t  a t  f i r s t  
i t  w a s  a  b a r e  p a t c h  o f  g r o u n d .  B u t  th e  
b la c k  s t u d  s u d d e n ly  s n o r t e d  a n d  th e  d a r k  
p a t c h  s w a m  in t o  m o t io n .  A  c la c k  o f  h o o f s ,  
a  c l a t t e r  o f  m i g h ty  a n t l e r s  a n d  e ig h t  e lk  
b r o k e  fo r  th e  t i m b e r  l ik e  a  b u l l e t  f r o m  a  

g u n .
T h e r e  w a s  n o  t im e  to  d i s m o u n t  f o r  s h o o t 

in g ,  so  C l in c h  y a n k e d  h is  r i f le ,  l e a n e d  f a r  
o u t  so  t h e  p o w d e r  b l a s t  w o u ld  n o t  b r e a k  
t h e  s t u d ’s e a r  d r u m s ,  a n d  c u t  d o w n  o n  
th e m .

H e  th r e w  a  s o l id  s t r e a m  o f  1 8 0 -g r a in  
s o f t  p o in t s  a t  th o s e  e lk .  H e  h e a r d  th e m  
h i t  t h e  t im b e r  w i th  a  c r a s h ,  h e a r d  a  d u ll  
c o l l is io n ,  a s  o f  a  h e a v y ,  s p e e d in g  b o d y  
S t r ik in g  a  t r e e  b o le , a  g r u n t ,  th e n  s i le n c e ,  
a b s o lu te  a n d  th u n d e r o u s .
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Q u ic k ly  h e  k n e e d  th e  s t u d  f o r w a r d .  T w o  
ro d s  i n to  t h e  t i m b e r  h e  f o u n d  t h e  a n im a l ,  
a  f in e  y o u n g  b u l l ,  d e a d  a s  a n y th i n g  w o u ld  
e v e r  b e  in  t h i s  w o r ld .

O ff h e  p i l e d ,  k n i f e  in  h a n d  a n d  w e n t  to  
w o rk  o n  h im .  H e  d i d n ’t  t a k e  t im e  to  s k in  
th e  e jk — t h a t  w a s  to o  b ig  a  jo b  in  t h e  d a r k  
a n d  t i r e d  a s  h e  w a s . H e  c u t  o u t  t h e  b e s t  
p ie c e s  a n d  t i e d  th e m  o n  e i t h e r  s id e  o f  h is  
s a d d le ,  b e f o r e  a n d  b e h in d .  T h e n  h e  
ro l le d  th e  r e m a in d e r  o f  t h e  a n im a l  u p  in  h is  
h id e ,  th r e w  a  r o p e  o v e r  a  l im b ,  a n d  h o r s e d  
i t  u p  o u t  o f  r e a c h  o f  w o lv e s  o r  o th e r  
m a r a u d e r s .  O n e  o f  th e m  c o u ld  c o m e  fo r  it  
a n y  t im e .

T h e n  C lin c h  h e a d e d  f o r  h o m e  w i th  a  lo a d  
t h a t  w o u ld  h a v e  s u n k  a n y  b u t  th e  k i n d  o f 
h o r s e  h e  w a s  r id in g .  H e  ju d g e d  h e  w a s  b e 
tw e e n  t e n  a n d  f i f te e n  m ile s  a w a y ,  b u t  lo n g  
b e f o r e  h e  c a m e  to  th e  m e a d o w s  h e  s a w  th e  
g lo w  o f  t h e  f ire .

H e  d i d n ’t  t h i n k  m u c h  o f  i t  a t  f i r s t ,  b u t  a s  
i t  c o n t in u e d  to  g ro w  h e  k n e w  t h a t  i t  c o u ld  
o n ly  b e  o n e  t h i n g — t h e i r  s t a c k s  o r  b u i l d 
in g s , o r  b o th .  T h e r e  w a s n ’t  a n y th i n g  e ls e  
in f o r ty  m ile s  in  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  c o u ld  
m a k e  a  f i r e  l ik e  t h a t .

S o  h e  d id  th e  o n ly  t h in g  h e  c o u ld  to  h e lp  
h im  g e t  th e r e  q u ic k e r .  H e  c u t  th e  s t r i n g s  
t h a t  h e ld  th e  p r e c io u s  m e a t  a n d  l e t  i t  fa l l  b y  
t h e  w a y . T h e n  h e  l i f t e d  t h e  t i r e d  s t u d  to  
a  s lo g g in g  t r o t  a n d  b o r e d  o n .

BU T  w h e n  C lin c h  c a m e  to  t h e  u p p e r  
m e a d o w  i t  w a s  a l l  o v e r .  A h e a d  h e  
c o u ld  s e e  th e  g lo w in g  e m b e r s  o f  th e  

s t a c k s  a n d  b a r n .  O v e r  a il h u n g  th e  s c e n t  o f 
f i re  d e s o la t io n .

T h e  s t u d ’s s id e s  h e a v e d  w i th  a  r in g in g  
n e ig h .  B u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  a  s in g le  a n s w e r 
in g  n ic k e r .

B e s id e  th e  g lo w in g  e m b e r s  o f  t h e  b a i n  
C l in c h  s to p p e d  th e  h o r s e .  H e  c o u ld  s e e  th e  
d a r k  b lo tc h  o f  th e  c a b in ,  s t i l l  s t a n d in g .  

“ B o b ! ”  h e  c r i e d  in  a g o n iz e d  to n e s .
A  la n c e  o f  f la m e  s p a t  f r o m  th e  d o o r w a y  

o f  t h e  c a b in .  A  h e a v y  b a l l  s c o r c h e d  h i s  
r i b s  a n d  th r e w  h im  s id e w a y s  in  t h e  s a d d le .  
I n s t i n c t iv e l y  h e  c o m p le te d  th e  f a l l ,  t a k i n g  
h i s  r i f le  w i th  h im  a s  h e  w e n t  d o w n . H e  h i t  
th e  g r o u n d  h a r d — m ig h ty  h a r d .  T h e  b ig  
s t u d  h u m p e d  h is  b a c k  a  l i t t l e ,  b u t  h e  d id  
n o t  m o v e  a n  in c h  o u t  o f  h is  t r a c k s .

L y in g  th e r e ,  C l in c h  c o u ld  s e e  u n d e r  t h e  
h o r s e ’s  b e l ly .  H e  h a d  o n e  f o o t  r e s t i n g  o n  
th e  s t i r r u p ,  a n d  h e  l e f t  i t  th e r e  a s  if  i t  w e re  
h u n g .  H e  s a w  th e  c a b in  d o o r  o p e n ,  a f t e r  a  
w h ile ,  o p e n  v e r y  s lo w ly ,  v e r y  g e n t ly .  T h e r e  
w a s  g lo w  e n o u g h  f r o m  th e  b a r n  e m b e r s  fo r  
h im  to  w a tc h ,  f o r  a s  t h e  d o o r  o p e n e d ,  th e  
b la c k  s p o t  w id e n e d .

H e  s a w  a  m a n  s t e a l  o u t  o f  t h a t  d o o r ,  
h o ld in g  a  r i f le  i n  h i s  h a n d s .  H e  c a m e  
v e r y  s lo w ly ,  v e r y  c a u t i o u s l y ,  h o ld in g  th e  
r i f le  a t  r e a d y .

C l in c h  c o u ld n ’t  le t  h im  g e t  to o  c lo s e !  
S t e a l th i l y  h e  l i f t e d  h is  f o o t  f r o m  th e  s t i r r u p .  
T h e n  h e  d r o v e  th e  h o o k  h o m e .  T h e  s t u d  
l e a p e d  h i s  le n g th  a n d  C l in c h  s n a p p e d  to  a  
s i t t i n g  p o s i t i o n ,  h is  r i f le  l e a p in g  to  h is  
s h o u ld e r .  H e  s u r g e d  b a c k  f r o m  th e  p o w e r 
fu l  re c o i l  j u s t  a s  h e  s a w  a n o t h e r  l a n c e  o f  
r e d  s p u r t  f r o m  th e  o t h e r ’s  r if le .

N o  b u l l e t  to u c h e d  C l in c h ,  b u t  h e  s a w  h is  
a s s a i l a n t  b l a s te d  s t r a i g h t  b a c k w a r d  a  fu ll 
y a r d  a s  if  a  c a n n o n  b a l l  h a d  c a u g h t  h im . 
H e  t u r n e d  o v e r  tw ic e  w h e n  h e  s t r u c k  th e  
g r o u n d .

U p  C l in c h  l e a p e d  a n d  m a d e  fo r  h im .  H e  
k n e w  th e  t im e  f o r  c a u t i o n  w a s  p a s t ,  so  f a r  
a s  th i s  r a r u i ie  w a s  c o n c e r n e d .  A  s o f t  n o s e d  
h ig h - p o w e r  s e ld o m  le a v e s  a  c r ip p le d  a n im a l  
— o r  m a n .

H e  b e n t  o v e r  t h e  m a n  a n d  s c r a t c h e d  a  
m a t c h .  H is  b u l l e t  h a d  c a u g h t  h im  j u s t  
a b o u t  t h e  b r id g e  o f  t h e  n o s e ,  w h e r e  t h e  b o n e  
is  h a r d  a n d  th i c k ,  a n d  i t  h a d  e x p lo d e d .  
T h e r e  w a s  h a r d l y  e n o u g h  o f  t h e  f e l lo w ’s 
h e a d  l e f t  t o  h a n g  a  c o l l a r  o n .  B u t  i n  s p i te  
o f  t h a t ,  C l in c h  k n e w  w h o  i t  w a s .  K n e w  
b y  h is  b u i ld ,  th e  c o lo r  o f  h i s  s k in ,  h i s  c lo t h 
in g .  T h e  b o o ts  a lo n e  w o u ld  h a v e  id e n t i f ie d  
J e a n  J e n e a u .

H e  s to o d  e r e c t  a n d  lo o k e d  to w a r d s  th e  
c a b i n :  H e  d r e a d e d  to  g o  in  t h e r e .  H e  
k n e w  w h a t  h e  w o u ld  f in d .  B u t  h e  m a d e  
h im s e l f  g o , a n d  p u t  a  m a t c h  to  th e  l a m p .

B o b  la y  w i th  h is  e y e s  o p e n ,  u n s e e in g ,  
w h e re  h e  h a d  f a l le n  w h e n  P e t e  P i n o s ’s 
b u l l e t  h a d  s t r u c k  h im .  C l in c h  k n e l t  d o w n  
th e r e  b e s id e  h im ,  p u t  h is  h a n d s  o v e r  h i s  f a c e  
a n d  c r ie d  l ik e  a  b a b y .

GR A Y  d a w n  b r o u g h t  a  fu ll  r e a l i z a 
t i o n  o f  th e  a w fu l  d e s o l a t i o n  o f  th e  
a s p i r in g  B a r  4 4 , C l in c h  s to o d  in
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t h e  d o o r w a y  a n d  s u r v e y e d  i t  w i th  a  f a c e  
t h a t  h a d  a g e d  t e n  y e a r s  in  a  n ig h t .  H e  
s e e m e d  in c h e s  t a l l e r ,  s t a n d in g  th e r e ,  h is  
e y e s  s u n k e n  a n d  d e a d .

B la c k  m o u n d s  m a r k e d  th e  s t a c k  y a r d s .  
A  w a v e r in g  b la c k  l in e  w a s  th e  c o r r a l  fe n c e s , 
a  s t i l l  s m o u ld e r in g  h e a p  o f  e m b e r s ,  th e  
b a r n .  D o w n  th e r e  s to o d  th e  b ig  b la c k  s tu d ,  
n u z z l in g  a  c o l t  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  s h o t  t h r o u g h  
th e  b a c k  a n d  p a r a l y z e d  f ro m  th e  w i th e r s  
b a c k .  T h e  l i t t l e  fe llo w  c o u ld  g e t  h is  f o r e 
fe e t  u n d e r  h im ,  a n d  h is  h e a d  u p ,  b u t  t h a t  
w a s  a ll .

C lin c h  d i d n ’t  k n o w  u n t i l  t h e n  o f  th e  
s l a u g h te r  o f  th e i r  c o l t s .  H is  f a c e  d i d n ’t  
c h a n g e .  I t  c o u ld n ’t  r e g i s te r  a n y  m o r e  d e 
s p a i r  a n d  s til l b e  th e  fa c e  o f  a  l iv in g  p e r s o n .  
H e  w e n t p a s t  th e  w o o d p ile  o n  th e  w a y  d o w n  
a n d  p ic k e d  u p  th e  a x .

O n e  s w if t ,  h a r d  s t r o k e  a n d  th e  c o l t  w a s  
p a s t  m is e ry .  T h e n  h e  to o k  th e  s a d d le  a n d  
b r id le  o ff th e  s t u d  a n d  r u b b e d  o u t  th e  c in c h  
w e ld , to o k  th e  h o r s e  d o w n  in to  th e  w illo w s  
w h e re  h e  c o u ld  p a w  fo r  w a te r  g r a s s ,  a n d  
w e n t  b a c k  to  th e  c a b in .

F i r s t  h e  b u r i e d  B o b  u n d e r  th e  a s h e s  o f  
o n e  o f  th e  h a y  s t a c k s .  T h a t  w a s  t h e  o n ly  
p la c e  h e  c o u ld  d ig  a  g r a v e  in  th e  h a r d  
f ro z e n  e a r t i i .  T h e n  h e  c a m e  b a c k  to  th e  
b a r n  a n d  c u t  th e  b u l l e t s  o u t  o f  th e  c o l t s  
a n d  p ic k e d  u p  a l l  th e  e m p ty  c a r t r i d g e  c a s e s  
h e  c o u ld  f in d . H e  h a d  a  h a n d f u l  w h e n  h e  
f in is h e d .

H e  p u t  th e m  in to  h i s  p o c k e t  a n d  w e n t  
b a c k  to  t h e  c a b in .  S ta n d in g  in  t h e  d o o r 
w a y  h e  t r i e d  to  v is u a l iz e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  
B o b  w h e n  h e  h a d  b e e n  s h o t ,  a n d  th e  p o s i 
t io n  o f  h is  k i l le r .  T h e  b a l l  h a d  g o n e  c o m 
p le te ly  t h r o u g h  B o b ’s  b o d y ,  a n d  C lin c h  
k n e w  i t  m ig h t  b e  b u r i e d  in  th e  w a lls .

H e  f o u n d  i t ,  a lm o s t  e x a c t ly  w h e re  h e  
h a d  e x p e c te d  to  f in d  i t ,  b u r i e d  so  l i g h t ly  
t h a t  h e  w o rk e d  i t  o u t  w i th  h is  f in g e r s .  H e  
p u t  i t  in to  h is  v e s t  p o c k e t ,  a lo n e ,  a n d  
lo o k e d  fo r  th e  e m p t y  h u l l .  T h a t  h e  f a i le d  
t o  f in d .

O n  th e  t a b l e  w e re  t h r e e  c a r d  h a n d s ,  a n  
o ld  c a n c e le d  n o te  o f  B o b ’s a n d  a  p e n .  O n  
th e  f lo o r  w a s  a  g a llo n  w h is k e y  ju g .  H e  
p ic k e d  th e  w h is k e y  ju g  u p  a n d  t u r n e d  i t  
o v e r  a n d  s h o o k  i t .  T h r e e  s w e lle d  c ig a r e t t e  
s t u b s  ro l le d  o u t .

T h a t  w a s  a l l  h e  c o u ld  f in d  o f  a n y  s ig n if i 

c a n c e .  H e  p u t  th e  e m p t y  c a s e s  h e  h a d  
p ic k e d  u p  a b o u t  th e  c o r r a l s  o n  th e  ta b l e  
a n d  to  e a c h  s u c c e e d e d  in  f i t t in g  a  b u l l e t  
c u t  f r o m  a  c o l t .  T h e r e  w e re  fo u r  c a l ib e r s  
— tw o  f o r ty - f o u r s ,  o n e  t h i r t y - tw o - t w e n t y  
a n d  o n e  h e  c o u ld  n o t  id e n t i f y .  I t  s e e m e d  
to  b e  b e tw e e n  a  t h i r t y - tw o  a n d  a  t h i r t y - f iv e ,  
a n d  w a s  lo n g e r  e v e n  th a n  th e  t h i r t y - tw o -  
t w e n t y ’s.

E  R E M E M B E R E D  t h a t  th o s e  
c a s e s , t h e r e  w e re  f iv e  o f  th e m , h a d  
k i l le d  e x a c t ly  f iv e  c o l t s .  W h o e v e r  

w a s  b e h in d  t h a t  g u n  w a s  d e a d ly .
T h e n  h e  t o o k  o u t  t h e  b u l l e t  t h a t  h a d  

k i l le d  B o b . I t  w a s  a  f o r ty - e ig h t .  H e  d i d n ’t  
n e e d  a  c a s e  to  id e n t i f y  i t .  B u t  h e  w o u ld  
h a v e  g iv e n  m o r e  f o r  t h a t  c a s e ,  a t  t h a t  m o 
m e n t ,  t h a n  f o r  a n y t h i n g  o n  e a r t h .  H e  
k n e w  t h a t  f i r in g  p in s  a s  w e ll  a s  p e o p le  h a d  
in d iv id u a l i t y .  Y o u  d i d n ’t  n e e d  a  m i c r o 
s c o p e  a n d  a  lo t  o f  f u n n y  d o o - d a d s  to  te l l  
w h e n  o n e  f i r in g  p in  h i t  h ig h ,  a n o th e r  lo w ; 
w h e re  o n e  w a s  b l u n t  a n d  a n o t h e r  w a s  
s h a r p ;  w h e r e  o n e  b a r e l y  d e n te d  th e  p r im e r  
a n d  a n o th e r  d r o v e  a  h o le  c le a r  th r o u g h .

C lin c h  p ic k e d  u p  th e  o ld  c a n c e le d  n o te  o f  
B o b ’s. T u r n i n g  i t  o v e r  h e  c o u ld  se e  
p la in ly  w h e re  t h e  s i g n a tu r e  h a d  b e e n  
t r a c e d .  I t  w a s  a l l  p r e t t y  c le a r  to  h im  th e n  
w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d .  J e n e a u  h a d  lie d  a b o u t  
t h e  e lk — h e  h a d n ’t  f o u n d  a  s ig n  in  f iv e  
m i le s  o f  w h e re  J e n e a u  h a d  c la im e d  to  h a v e  
s e e n  th e m . T h e y  a im e d  to  g e t  B o b  d r u n k ,  
a n d  e i t h e r  h o o k  h im  in  a  p o k e r  g a m e , o r  
j u s t  p la in  fo rg e  a  b i l l  o f  s a le .  S o m e th in g  
h a d  g o n e  w ro n g . T h e y  h a d  h a d  to  k il l  
B o b ,  a n d  J e n e a u  h a d  b e e n  le f t  t o  k il l  h im .

T h e  b u l l e t  b u r n  w h e r e  J e n e a u ’s  s h o t  h a d  
s c o r c h e d  h is  r i b s  b e g a n  to  h u r t .  H e  to r e  
o p e n  h is  s h i r t  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  i t .  J u s t  a  
r e d  w e l t .  H e  s t e p p e d  o v e r  to  th e  m e d ic in e  
c h e s t  fo r  th e  io d in e .  T h e  s t a in  o f  th e  p o w 
e r f u l  a n t i s e p t i c  t u r n e d  h is  p u r e  w h i te  s k in  
to  a  m u d d y  b ro w n . H e  lo o k e d  a t  t h a t  
s t a in ,  t h i n k i n g  f a s t .

H e  w a s  j u s t  a b o u t  th e  b u i ld  o f  J e n e a u ,  
h i s  h e ig h t  a n d  th e i r  f e a t u r e s  w e re  n o t  to o  
d is s im i la r .  I f  h e  c o u ld  m a k e  th e m  th i n k  
J e n e a u  h a d  r e a l ly  g o t  h im , a n d  im p e r s o n a t e  
h im  a  w h ile  i t  w o u ld  b e  a  v a s t  a d v a n ta g e .

T h e r e  w a s  a  b o t t l e  o f  h a r n e s s  d y e  in  t h e  
c h e s t— b la c k .  H e  m ix e d  a  l i t t l e  o f  i t  w i th
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t h e  io d in e  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t e d  o n  h is  b o d y .  
H e  f o u n d  h e  c o u ld ,  w i th  a  c e r t a i n  m ix tu r e ,  
a n d  b y  w ip in g  q u ic k l y ,  a c h ie v e  a lm o s t  e x 
a c t l y  J e a n  J e n e a u ’s s k in  c o lo r .

H e  g o t  o u t  h is  r a z o r  a n d  s h a v e d .  S h a v e d  
v e r y  d o s e .  H is  b e a r d  w a s  so  f in e  a n d  l ig h t  
t h a t  a  c lo s e  s h a v e  r e d u c e d  h is  f a c e  to  th e  
s o f tn e s s  o f  a  b o y ’s. J e n e a u  h a d  a lw a y s  
w o rn  h is  h a i r  lo n g ,  so  h e  d i d n ’t  h a v e  to  
b o th e r  h is  h a i r .  B u t  in  s h a v in g ,  h e  l e f t  a  
t h i n  l in e  o f  m u s ta c h e ,  s u c h  a s  J e n e a u  h a d  
s p o r te d ,  t r im m i n g  i t  s h o r t .

T h e n  h e  d ip p e d  a  f e a t h e r  in  t h e  d y e  a n d  
to u c h e d  th e  m u s ta c h e .  I t  l e a p e d  in to  e v i
d e n c e  w i th  s t a r t l i n g  d i s t i n c tn e s s .  H e  d y e d  
h is  h a i r  c o a l  b la c k ,  l ik e  J e n e a u ’s ;  h is  e y e 
b ro w s .  T h e n  h e  to o k  u p  th e  m o r e  d if f ic u lt  
jo b  o f  s t a in i n g  h is  fa c e .

T h e  s c a r  w a s  th e  m o s t  d if f ic u l t .  B u t ,  b y  
p a s t i n g  a  s t r i p  o f  h e a v y  p a p e r  o n  h is  fa c e , 
t h e  s a m e  s iz e  a s  t h e  s c a r  a n d  in  th e  s a m e  
p o s i t i o n  a n d  le a v in g  i t  th e r e  w h ile  h e  
d a u b e d  o n  th e  d y e ,  h e  c o u ld  d o  i t .  A f t e r  
h e  h a d  t a k e n  th e  p a p e r  o ff h e  s a w  t h a t  th e  
e d g e s  o f  th e  s c a r  w e re  to o  c le a n  c u t ,  a n d  
it  r e q u i r e d  s o m e  c a r e f u l  to u c h in g  u p .  W h e n  
h e  h a d  f in is h e d  th e  s c a r  w a s  s o m e w h a t  
s m a l l e r  t h a n  th e  o r ig in a l ,  b u t  n o t  to  a  
n o t i c e a b le  e x te n t .

C l in c h  w e n t  o u t  th e n  a n d  c a r r i e d  
J e n e a u ’s b o d y  in to  th e  c a b in .  I t  w a s  v e r y  
d if f ic u l t  to  r e m o v e  h i s  c lo th in g  a n d  b o o ts ,  
b u t  C l in c h  g o t  th e m  o ff a n d  d o n n e d  th e m .  
T h e  b o o ts  w e re  t i g h t ,  b u t  th e  c lo th in g  f i t t e d  
h im  w e ll. H e  w a s  m i g h ty  g la d ,  th e n ,  t h a t  
h e  h a d  h i t  J e n e a u  in  t h e  h e a d .  A n  e x 
p a n d in g  b u l l e t  w o u ld  h a v e  r u i n e d  th e  w o o l 
j a c k e t .

T h e n  C l in c h  g o t  t h e  a x ,  d e m o l is h e d  a  
c h a i r  a n d  c u t  i t  f in e . H e  m a d e  a  p i l e  in  
th e  m id d le  o f  th e  f lo o r  a n d  f i r e d  i t .  T h e n  
h e  p u t  o n  J e n e a u ’s  f in e  c h a p s ,  h is  h a t. a n d  
w e n t  o u t ,  le a v in g  th e  d o o r  o p e n  a  l i t t l e .  H e  
m o u n te d  t h e  b l a c k  s t u d  a n d  r o d e  o ff  w i th  
n e v e r  a  b a c k w a r d  lo o k . J e a n  J e n e a u ’s  e x 
p e n s iv e  b o o ts  h u r t  h is  l i t t l e  to e s .

S o u th e a s tw a r d ,  t h i r t y  m i le s ,  w a s  P lu n d e r  
C i ty .  S o u th w e s tw a r d ,  a ls o  t h i r t y  m ile s  w a s  
B e n  B a s s 's  s t a g e  s t a t i o n .  T h e r e  w a s n ’t  a  
h o u s e  n o r  a  b u i ld in g  o f  a n y  s o r t  b e tw e e n  
th e  tw o  p o in t s .  I t  w a s  a l l  r o u g h  c o u n t r y ,  
v e r y  ro u g h .

C lin c h  h e a d e d  f o r  t h e  s t a g e  s t a t i o n .  H e

k n e w  t h a i  i f  h e  h a d  a  f r i e n d  in  t h a t  e n t i r e  
s e c t io n ,  i t  w a s  b ig ,  b lu f f  B e n  B a s s .  A n d  
b e  k n e w  t h a t  i f  h i s  d is g u is e  g o t  p a s t  B e n ,  
i t  w a s  g o o d . H e  m a d e  n o  a t t e m p t  t o  fo l lo w  
th e  t r a i l  o f  t h e  h o r s e  th i e v e s  a n d  m u r d e r 
e r s .  H e  d i d n ’t  w a n t  to  k n o w  w h e r e  t h e y  
h a d  g o n e — y e t .  H e  w a n te d  to  k n o w , f i r s t  
o f  a l l ,  w h o  h a d  s h o t  B o b  in  t h e  b a c k .

T H I R T Y  m ile s  is  a  lo n g ,  lo n g  w a y ,  
t h r e a d i n g  c o w  t r a i l s  o v e r  r o u g h  
c o u n t r y  in  s n o w  o f t e n  b e l ly  d e e p ,  

w i th  a  t i r e d ,  h u n g r y  h o r s e ,  a n d  a  b i t t e r  
w in d  c u t t i n g  in to  th e m . B u t  th e  b l a c k  la id  
b a c k  h is  e a r s  a n d  b o r e d  t h r o u g h  i t .  S n o w  
w a s  f ly in g  a g a in ,  a n d  a s  C l in c h  r o d e  o n , 
th e  f la k e s  t h i c k e n e d  u n t i l  h e  c o u ld  h a r d l y  
s e e  h i s  h o r s e ’s  e a r s .  O ld  K in g  W i n t e r  w a s  
o n  th e  r a m p  f o r  f a i r ;  y e s t e r d a y ’s  s t o r m  h a d  
b e e n  b u t  a  b r e a t h e r .

T h e  b la c k  h a d  b o t t o m  a n d  d r iv e .  H e  
s e e m e d  to  d e r iv e  a  s a v a g e  e x u l t a t i o n  in  
b u c k in g  s t o r m  a n d  s n o w . T h i r t e e n  h u n d r e d  
p o u n d s  o f  f i g h t in g  b l a c k  M o r g a n ,  t h e  b e s t  
d a m n  b r e e d  o f  h o r s e  t h a t  e v e r  f l u t t e r e d  a  
n o s t r i l .

D a r k n e s s  w a s  c lo s in g  d o w n  w h e n  C lin c h  
r a i s e d  t h e  l i g h t s  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n .  W il l i e  S a l t ,  
th e  o ld  U te  t h a t  r u s t l e d  h o r s e s  f o r  B ig  B e n  
p e e r e d  o u t  t h e  b a r n  d o o r  a t  C l in c h  w i th  
h i s  b e a d y - b l a c k  e y e s  u n s w e r v in g ,  h i s  s a d 
d le - le a th e r  f a c e  e x p re s s io n le s s .  T h o s e  e y e s  
o f  h i s  w e re  a s  i n t e n t  a s  a  m i n k ’s.

C l in c h  h a l f  s t e p p e d ,  h a l f  fe l l ,  f r o m  th e  
s a d d le .

“ T h e e s  h o r s e ,”  h e  j e r k e d ,  t r y in g  to  
m im ic  J e n e a u ’s  w a y  o f  s p e a k in g ,  " f e e d  h im  
g o o d , f e l la .  H e e m  h a d  w a n  h a l  lo n g  j a n t . ”  

“ H u - u u m l ”  s a id  O ld  W il l ie  th r o u g h  h is  
n o se , a n d  r e a c h e d  f o r  t h e  r e in s  w i th  a  b o n y  
h a n d .

C l in c h  t r i e d  to  b e a t  s o m e  c i r c u la t io n  b a c k  
in to  h is  c o ld - s t i f f e n e d  fo rm .

“ B e n , h e e m  h o m e ? ”  h e  a s k e d .  
“ H u - u u m ! ”  s a id  W il l ie  t h r o u g h  h i s  n o s e  

a g a in .
C l in c h  t a c k e d  to w a r d s  t h e  s t a t i o n .  

T h r o u g h  t h e  w in d o w  h e  c o u ld  se e  t h e  f i re  
l e a p in g  in  t h e  b ig  f i r e p la c e ,  s e e  b ig  B e n  
s t a n d i n g  th e r e  b e f o r e  i t ,  h i s  le g s  s p r a d d le d ,  
h is  h a n d s  c la s p e d  b e h in d  h im ,  r o c k in g  u p  
a n d  d o w n  o n  h i s  h e e ls  a n d  to e s  a s  a  m a n  
d o e s  w h e n  h e ’s  h o m e  a f t e r  a  h a r d  d r iv e
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a n d  e x u l t in g  in  h i s  w e l l - e a r n e d  c o m f o r t .
C l in c h  d i d n ’t  k n o c k — h e  k n e w  J e n e a u  

n e v e r  d id — h e  j u s t  s h o v e d  in .  B ig  B e n  
j e r k e d  h is  h e a d  a r o u n d .

“ H u h ! ”  h e  s a id ,  “ i t ’s  t h e  d a m n e d  
F r e n c h ie !  C o m e  o n  u p  to  th e  f i re  s in c e  
y o u ’re  in ,  J e n e a u . ”

C l in c h  s a i le d  t h e  b ig  S te t s o n  a d r o i t l y  
o v e r  t h e  p r o n g  o f  a  d e e r ’s  a n t l e r s .

“ O r  m a n  w in te r ,  s h e  c o m ’, e h  B e n ? ”  h e  
s a id ,  f l a s h in g  h is  t e e t h .

“ S h e  c o m ’! ”  s a id  b ig  B e n  d r y l y .  
“ W h e r e ’d  y o u  b lo w  o u t  o f ,  F r e n c h i e ? ”

C lin c h  w a v e d  h is  h a n d  a i r i l y  to  a i l  p a r t s  
o f  th e  c o m p a s s .

“ Y o u  s e e m  n o t  so  g la d  to  s e e  m e ,”  h e  
s a id ,  l i f t in g  h i s  e y e b r o w s  a n d  lo o k in g  a t  
B e n  o u t  o f  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  h i s  e y e s — a  t r i c k  
h e  h a d  n o t i c e d  o n  J e n e a u  a  h u n d r e d  t im e s .  
“ S o m e th in g  w ro n g , m y  f r i e n d ? ”

“ Y o u  h e a r  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  a  f i re  o v e r  a t  
t h e  C a r e y  b o y s  4 4  r a n c h ? ”  B e n  s u d d e n ly  
h u r l e d  a t  h im .

“ H a v e  th e r e  b e n  a  f i r e ? ”  s a id  C l in c h ,  a p 
p a r e n t ly  s u r p r i s e d .  “ W h o  b r i n g  th e  n e w s ? ”

“ I  d o n ’t  k n o w ,”  s a id  B e n .  “ I  j u s t  h e a r d  
i t  t a l k e d  o v e r  a t  to w n .  I t  w a s n ’t  c e r t a in  
t h e y ’d  b e e n  a  f i re  b u t  th e  r e p o r t  w a s  s o m e 
b o d y  h a d  s e e n  s o m e th i n ’ t h a t  lo o k e d  l ik e  a  
f i re  o v e r  t h a t  w a y  l a s t  n ig h t .  I  w a s  j u s t
w o n d e r in ’-------- ” B e n  s to p p e d  a n d  lo o k e d  a t
C lin c h  h a r d .

“ \ re s ? ”  s a id  C l in c h ,  p l e a s a n t l y .
“ L i s t e n ! ”  s a id  B e n  b lu n t ly ,  “ I  s e e n  

C l in c h  C a r e y  k n o c k  P e t e  P in o s  h a l f - w a y  
a c ro s s  th e  s t r e e t  t h e  o t h e r  d a y .  I  w a s  j u s t  
w o n d e r in ’, i f  t h e y  <ms a  f i re ,  i f  h e  w a s n ’t 
a  d a m n  s ig h t  c lo s te r  to  i t  t h a n - ------ ”

“ A n ’ m e b b y s o  F r e n c h i e ,  to o ,  e h ? ”  s a id  
C l in c h ,  f la s h in g  h is  t e e th .

“ Y e s , a n d  F r e n c h ie  t o o ! ”  e x p lo d e d  b ig  
B e n .

C lin c h  l a u g h e d  a t  h im .  H e  k n e w  t h a t  w a s  
e x a c t ly  w h a t  j e n e a u  w o u ld  h a v e  d o n e  u n d e r  
th e  s a m e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .  T h e n  b ig  B e n ’s  f a t  
M e x ic a n  .cook  a n n o u n c e d  s u p p e r .

“ W e ’ll g a b  a f t e r  w e  e a t , ”  s a id  b ig  B e n .

OL D  W il l ie  c a m e  s l ip p in g  in  th e  
b a c k  w a y ,  n o is e le s s  a s  a n  o w l a n d  
f u r t i v e  a s  a  m in k .  C l in c h  n o t i c e d  

t h a t  t h e  o ld  I n d i a n  k e p t  w a tc h in g  h im  

furtively throughout the meal.

H e  f o u n d  h im s e l f  a b s o l u t e l y  r a v e n o u s  a f 
t e r  t h e  f i r s t  b i t e .  B ig  B e n ,  a lw a y s  h e a r t y  
in  e v e r y t h in g  h e  d id ,  a t e  in  t h e  s a m e  m a n 
n e r .  H e  f in is h e d  b y  b r e a k i n g  o ff a  w e d g e  
o f  M e x ic a n  s ty le  c o r n  c a k e  a s  b ig  a s  a  
b r a k e  s h o e ,  p u t t i n g  i t  i n to  h is  m o u t h  e n 
t i r e  a n d  w a s h in g  i t  d o w n  w i th  o n e  m i g h ty  
d r a u g h t  o f  c o ffe e .

“ L e t ’s  g i t  b a c k  to  t h e  f i re ,  F r e n c h i e ,”  
h e  s a id .

O ld  W il l ie  h a d  a l r e a d y  f in is h e d  a n d  g o n e  
o u t .  H e  p u t  h is  h e a d  in  a t  t h e  k i t c h e n  
d o o r  a n d  m u m b le d  s o m e th in g .

“ W e l l ,  h e l l ,  c a n ’t  y o u  d r e n c h  a  h o r s e  
w i th o u t  m e ? ”  B e n  s a id  to  h im .

W il l i e  m u m b le d  s o m e th in g  e lse .
“ G o  o n  in  t o  t h ’ f i re ,  F r e n c h i e , ”  s a id  

B e n .  “ I  g o t  to  h e lp  t h i s  d a m n e d  p i ’ U t e  
d o c to r  a  s i c k  h o r s e .”

C l in c h  w e n t  b a c k  to  th e  f i r e p la c e .  H e  
h a d  h a r d l y  s e t t l e d  h im s e l f  b e fo r e  B ig  B e n  
c a m e , h is  h e a v y  b o o ts  h i t t i n g  t h e  g r o u n d ,  
s lo g -s lo g , s lo g -s lo g . H e  b u r s t  i n t o  th e  
ro o m  a n d  c a m e  s t r a i g h t  a c r o s s  to  C l in c h .  
G r ip p e d  h is  s h o u ld e r s  a n d  l i f t e d  h im  o u t  o f  
h i s  c h a i r  a s  i f  h e  h a d  b e e n  o n ly  a n  a i r -  
f i l le d  d u m m y .  T u r n e d  h im  so  th e  l i g h t  
w o u ld  h i t  h is  f a c e  g o o d .

“ W il l i e  w a s  r i g h t ,  b y  g o s h ! ”  h e  y e lp e d ,  
“ G r a y  e y e s — g r a y — C lin c h ,  y o u  d a m n e d —  
w h a t  t h e  h e l l  d o e s  t h i s  m e a n -------- ”

“ S i t  d o w n , B e n ,”  s a id  C l in c h  q u ie t ly .  
“ I ’ll e x p la in  e v e r y th in g .  W il l ie  s p o t t e d  m e , 
d id  h e ?  I  n e v e r  t h o u g h t  J e n e a u  h a d  b la c k  

e y e s —— ”
“ B lu e ,  so  W il l ie  c la im s .  I t  w a s n ’t  y o u r  

e y e s , i t  w a s  y o u r  f in g e r s .  W il l i e  c la im s  th e  
F r e n c h i e  h a d  a  j o i n t  m is s in g  f r o m  h is  l i t t l e  
f in g e r .  A n d  if  h e  s a y s  so , y o u  c a n  b e  
d a m n e d  s h o r e  i t  u  so . F e l l e r ,  I  n e v e r  h a d  
s u c h  a  f o o l in ’ in  m y  l i fe !  Y o u  t a l k e d  j i s t  
l ik e  t h a t  d a m n e d  F r e n c h ie — t h a t  r ig — t h a t  
s c a r — d a m n  i t .  C l in c h ,  1 a i n ’t p lu m b  s h o r e  
y i t ! ”  H e  s t a r e d  a t  C l in c h  a lm o s t  f ie rc e ly . 
“ W h a t  a b o u t  t h a t  f i r e ? ”  h e  a s k e d  a n x io u s 
ly .  “ W a s  th e r e  a  f i r e ? ”

“ W e ’r e  c le a n e d  o u t ,  B e n ,”  s a id  C l in c h  
q u ie t ly .  “ O u r  h a y ,  o u r  b u i ld in g s  b u r n e d ,
o u r  s to c k  r u n  o ff , B o b  m u r d e r e d -------- ”  h is
v o ic e  b r o k e  th e n  in  s p i te  o f  h im s e l f ,  a n d  
B ig  B e n  w e n t  a lm o s t  t o  t h e  c e i l in g  a n d  l e t  
o u t  a  t e r r i b l e  o a th .

“ T e l l  m e  th e  r e s t ,  C l i n c h ! ” h e  c r i e d .
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S o  C lin c h  to ld  h im ,  h i s  v o ic e  b r e a k i n g  
b a d l y  w h e n  h e  r e c o u n t e d  t h e  f in d in g  o f  B o b  
o n  t h e  f lo o r ,  s h o t  t h r o u g h  t h e  b a c k .  T o l d  
h im  a b o u t  t h e  s l a u g h te r e d  c o l t s ,  th e  t o t a l  
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  r a n c h .  W h e n  h e  h a d  
f in is h e d  B e n  h a u le d  o u t  a  b ig  r e d  b a n 
d a n n a  a n d  a lm o s t  s h r e d d e d  i t  w i th  t h e  b la s t  
h e  b le w  f r o m  h is  n o s e .  T h e n  h e  g o t  u p  
a n d  k ic k e d  so  s a v a g e ly  a t  a  f i re  s t i c k  t h a t  
h e  s h o w e re d  th e  ro o m  w i th  s p a r k s .

C l in c h  th e n  s h o w e d  h im  th e  b u l l e t s  a n d  
th e  e m p t y  c a s e s .

“ T h e s e  k i l l e d  t h e  c o l t s , ”  h e  s a id .  “ T h i s  
o n e , ’’ h e  b r o u g h t  o u t  t h e  f o r ty - e i g h t  b a l l ,  
“ k i l le d  B o b . I  c o u ld n ’t  f in d  n o  c a s e  fo r  
i t .  E v e r y  m a n  is  t i c k e t e d  f o r  h e l l ,  B e n ,  
w h e n  I  f in d  o u t  w h o  h e  is ,  b u t  I ’v e  g o t  to  
g e t  th e  o n e  t h a t  g o t  B o b  first. I  w a n t  to  
m a k e  s h o r e  o f  h im .”

B e n  c le a r e d  h is  t h r o a t  tw o  o r  th r e e  tim e s .
“ P in o s  i s  in  o n  i t ,  y o u  c a n  b e  d a m n  s h o r e  

o f  t h a t , ”  h e  s a id ,  “ a n d  th e m  f o u r  h e l l io n s  
t h a t  r o d e  i n t ’ to w n  y i s t e r d a y .  A n d  L u k e  
L u n d y .”

“ D o  y o u  h o n e s t ly  th i n k  L u n d y  w a s  in  
i t ,  B e n ? ”

“ H e ’s  t h e  p o le  h o s s  o f  th e  o u t f i t ! ”  s a id  
B e n .  “ N o  q u s t io n  t h e r e ,  C l in c h .  G i t  to  
h im  a n d  y o u ’ll  g i t  i t  a l l . ”

C l in c h  s a t  w i th  c le n c h e d  h a n d s  a n d  a  s e t  
fa c e .

“ A ll a lo n g ,”  h e  s a id ,  “ s o m e th i n ’ h a s  to ld  
m e  to  k e e p  a w a y  f r o m  t h a t  g i r l  o f  h is ,  a n d  
I  d o n e  i t .  S h e ’s  m i g h ty  e a s y  to  l ik e ,  B e n ,  
a n d  s h e  a lw a y s  b e e n  m i g h ty  f r i e n d ly  w i th  
m e . T in  s h o r e  g la d  I  s t a y e d  in  t h e  c le a r ,  
B e n ,  ’c a u s e  i f  L u k e  L u n d y  e v e n  f u r n i s h e d  
h o r s e s  f o r  t h a t  b u n c h ,  I ’ll  g i t  h im .”

HE  S T O O D  u p  s u d d e n ly  a n d  e x 
te n d e d  th e  e m p t y  c a s e s  a n d  b u l l e t s  
t o w a r d s  B e n .

“ K e e p  th e s e  f o r  m e', B e n ,  t i l l  I  c a l l  f o r  
’e m . T h e y ’r e  to o  v a lu a b l e  to  p a c k  a r o u n d . ” 

“ A in ’t  y o u  g o in ’ to  s t a y  a i l  n ig h t  w i th  
me?>”  a s k e d  B e n  in c r e d u lo u s ly .

C l in c h  s h o o k  h i s  h e a d .
“ C l i n c h ,”  b e g g e d  B e n . “ G o  s lo w , b o y . 

Y o u ’r e  to o  d a m n e d  f in e  a  f e l le r ,  y o u  g o t  
to o  m u c h  f u t u r e ,  to  s e n d  y o u r s e l f  to  h e ll  
t r y i n ’ to  g i t  t h a t  b u n c h .  T a k e  i t  s lo w . 
T h e y ’r e  to o  m a n y  f o r  y o u ,  b o y .  I  d o n ’t  
b la m e  y o u  f o r  w a n t i n ’ t o  g i t  ’e m ,  a n d  g i t

’e m  q u ic k ,  b u t  d o n ’t  g o  t o  h e ll  w i th  ’e m , 
b o y ! ”

“ I ’m  p e r f e c t l y  w i l l in ’ t o  g o  to  h e l l— if  
1 c a n  t a k e  ’e m  w i t h  m e ! ”  s a id  C l in c h  
th r o u g h  h i s  c le n c h e d  t e e t h .  “ S o  lo n g ,  
B e n ! ”  a n d  h e  h e ld  o u t  h i s  h a n d .

B ig  B e n  g r ip p e d  i t  w i th  a lm o s t  b r u t a l  
fo r c e .  W r u n g  i t  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  C l in c h  w i th  
h i s  t h r o a t  m u s c le s  s w e l l in g  in  a n d  o u t ,  in  
a n d  o u t .

A f t e r  h e  h a d  g o n e  B ig  B e n  s to o d  a n d  
s t a r e d  in t o  t h e  f i re  a  lo n g  t im e .  O ld  W il l ie  
c a m e  s id l i n g  in .

“ W i l l i e ,”  s a id  B e n ,  s t i l l  s t a r i n g  a t  th e  
f i re ,  “ I  j i s t  s h o o k  h a n d s  w i th  a s  f in e  a  
y o u n g  f e l le r  a s  e v e r  w o re  b o o t  l e a t h e r ,  a n d  
w a tc h e d  h im  g o  o n  t h e  l a s t  s t r e t c h  o f  t h e  
r o a d  to  h e l l ! ”

“ Uu-ummmmmm1” s a id  o ld  W il l ie  
th r o u g h  h i s  n o s e .

I l l

CH ICK EN S COME HOME TO ROOST

LU K E  L U N D Y  l iv e d  o n  th e  s e c o n d  
f lo o r  o f  t h e  b u i l d in g  t h a t  h o u s e d  h is  

J  s a lo o n .  H e  h a d  h a l f - a - d o z e n  o t h e r  
h o u s e s  in  P lu n d e r  C i t y  a n d  c o u ld  h a v e  
l iv e d  in  a n y  o f  th e m ,  i f  h e  c h o s e ,  b u t  b e  
d i d n ’t .  L e t h a  L u n d y  h a d  n o t  g o t  u p  t h a t  
m o r n in g  w h e n  s h e  h e a r d  th e  k n o c k  o n  th e  
h a l l  d o o r  a n d  h e a r d  h e r  f a t h e r  a d m i t  t h e  
v i s i t o r .

“ G o t  th e m  h o r s e s ,  L u k e , ”  i t  w a s  P e t e  
P i n o s ’s  v o ic e ,  b r i s k  a n d  u r b a n e .  “  T h e y ’r e  
d o w n  in  y o u r  b a r n  r i g h t  n o w  a n d  a  b e t t e r  
b u n c h  I  n e v e r  s e e n .  T h e m  C a r e y  b o y s  
s h o r e  k n o w  h o w  to  r a i s e  h o r s e s .”

“ H o w  m a n y ? ”  a s k e d  h e r  f a t h e r .
“ T w e n t y  h e a d  y o u  c a n  u s e . ”
“ H o w  m u c h  a r e  y o u  h o l d i n ’ f o r ? ”
“ T w o  h u n d r e d , ”  s a id  P in o s .  “ A n d  

t h e y ’r e  c h e a p  a t  t h a t .  I ’ll g u a r a n t e e  y o u  
w o n ’t  h a v e  n o  f a u l t  w i th  t h e  h o r s e s .”  

“ G o t  a  b il l  o f  s a l e ? ”
“ R ig h t  h e r e , ”  s a i d  P in o s .  “ S ig n e d  b y  

B o b  C a r e y . ”
T h e r e  w a s  a  l i t t l e  s i le n c e .  T h e n  h e r  

f a t h e r  s p o k e  a g a in .
“ T h i s  c a l l s  f o r  f o r ty - tw o  h e a d ,  P i n o s .” 
“ Y e a h .  I  k n o w  i t  d o e s .  T h a t ’s  w h a t  I  

b o u g h t .  G o t  ’e m  c h e a p e r  t h a t  w a y :  I ’m
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k e e p in ’ s o m e  m y s e lf .  T h e y  a r e  b r e e d e r s .”
“ M a k e  o u t  a  b ill o f  s a l e  f o r  t w e n ty  h e a d  

a t  tw o  h u n d r e d , ”  s a id  h e r  f a t h e r .
S h e  h e a r d  th e  r a s p  o f  t h e  c o m b in a t io n  

lo c k  in  h i s  s a f e ,  t h e n  h e a r d  h im  c o u n t in g  
m o n e y .

“ C o r r e c t , ”  s h e  h e a r d  F in o s  s a y .  “ A n d  
m u c h  o b l ig e d  to  y o u . ”

S h e  h e a r d  h im  g o  o u t  th e n  a n d  g o t  u p  
a n d  h u r r i e d  in to  h e r  c lo th e s .  H e r  f a t h e r  
w a s  s t u d y in g  th e  b il l  o f  s a le  P in o s  h a d  l e f t .

“ W h y  d i d n ’t  y o u  b u y  th o s e  h o r s e s  d i r e c t  
f r o m  t h e  C a r e y  b o y s ,  f a t h e r ? ”  s h e  a s k e d  
h im .

H e  g r u n t e d .
“ T h e y  w o u ld n ’t  d e a l  w i th  m e ,”  h e  s a id  

b r ie f ly .
I n  th e  s t r e e t  b e lo w  L e t h a  h e a r d  th e  

s c r e e c h  o f  a  b r a k e  th e n  B ig  B e n  B a s s 's  
r o a r ,  “whoa” S ite  f lu n g  a  f u r  j a c k e t  
a b o u t  h e r  a n d  r a n  d o w n  th e  s t a i r s .  S h e  
w a n te d  to  t a l k  to  B e n .

B e n  h a d  s t o p p e d  th e  s t a g e ,  p a s s e n g e r 
le s s ,  r i g h t  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  b a r n .  H e  w a s n 't  
in  s ig h t ,  b u t  a s  s h e  r a n  t o w a r d s  i t  h e  c a m e  
o u t  o f  t h e  b a r n ,  r a t h e r  h u r r i e d ly ,  a n d  w e n t  
u p  in t o  th e  h ig h  s e a t  w i th  a  h e a v in g  s u r g e .  
S h e  k n e w  h e  s a w  h e r  c o rn in g , b u t  h e  w o u ld  
h a v e  d r i v e n  o ff  j u s t  t h e  s a m e  if  s h e  h a d n 't  
c a l l e d  to  h im .

“ B e n ! ”  s h e  c a l le d ,  “ W a i t ! ”
B e n  s a t  s t i l l .  H e  lo o k e d  d o w n  o n  h e r  

w i th  a  fa c e  h e a v y  w i th  d is f a v o r .
“ W e ll  g i t  i t  o v e r ! ”  h e  s a id .  “ I ’m  in  a  

h e l l  o f  a  r u s h ! ’’
“ B e n ! ”  s h e  s a id ,  r e p r o v in g ly .  “ Y o u ’re  

m a d .  W h a t  h a v e  I  d o n e  to  m a k e  y o u  m a d ,  
B e n ? ”

B e n  lo o k e d  s t r a i g h t  a t  h e r  a n d  h is  e y e s  
w effe f ie rc e  a s  a n  o ld  h e - b e a r ’s  c o m in g  o u t  
o f  a  w in t e r  d e n .

“ I t  a i n ’t  so  m u c h  w h a t  y o u  d o n e  a s  i t  
is  w h a t  t h a t  d a m n e d  o ld  w h e lp  o f  a n  o ld  
m a n  o f  y o u r s  h a s  d o n e — e r  h a d  d o n e ! ”  h e  
g ro w le d .  “ A n d  I  a i n ’t  g o t  b u t  d a m n  l i t t l e  
u s e  f e r  a n y b o d y  t h a t ’d  l iv e  a r o u n d  h im .”

LE T H A  w e n t  w h i te .  B e n  B a s s  h a d  a l 
w a y s  b e e n  m ig h ty  n ic e  to  h e r .  J o k e d  

J  h e r  a  lo t  a b o u t  C l in c h  C a r e y  a n d  
o th e r  b o y s .  H e  w a s  ro u g h  b u t  h e  w a s  
n e v e r  ru d e — w ith  h e r .  T h i s  w a s  f a r  w o rs e  
t h a n  r u d e n e s s .

“ B e n ,”  s h e  s a id  c o ld ly ,  “ I ’m  s o r r y  I  
s t o p p e d  y o u .  1 w o n ’t  t r o u b le  y o u  a g a in ,  
y o u  c a n  b e  s u r e .  I  t h i n k  y o u  m u s t  b e  
d r u n k . ”

“ I m a y  b e ,  I  m a y  b e ! ”  s a id  B e n .  “ B u t  
I  a i n ’t  so  d a m n e d  d r u n k  b u t  w h a t  I  c a n  
r e a d  b r a n d s  y i t .  Y o u  te l l  m e :  H o w  c o m e  
y o u r  d a d ’s  b a r n  is  fu l l  o f  B a r  4 4  h o r s e s  
b e f o r e  t h e  a s h e s  o f  t h e  C a r e y  b o y s ’ h a y 
s t a c k s  a n d  r a n c h  b u i ld in g s  is  c o ld . Y es , 
a n d  B o b  a n d  C lin c h  C a r e y  d e a d  a n d  s t if f  
a n d  b u r i e d ?  Y o u  te l l  m e  t h a t ! ”

S h e  lo o k e d  a t  h im  w i th  h e r  e y e s  d is 
t e n d e d  w i th  h o r r o r .

“ B e n ! ”  s h e  g a s p e d .  “ I t  i s n ’t — i t  
c a n ’t — ”

“ I t  is  t o o ! ”  h e  r e p l ie d ,  b u t  h is  e y e s  
s o f te n e d  a  l i t t l e  t o w a r d s  h e r .  “ L o o k  in  
t h ’ b a m  i f  y o u  d o n ’t  b e l ie v e  m e !  G i t - t u p  
h e r e ,  y o u  m a n g y — ” A n d  B e n  r e l e a s e d  a  
l o t  o f  p e n t - u p  e m o t io n s  w i th  a n  u n p r i n t 
a b l e  e p i t a p h ,  a n d  d i d n ’t  c a r e  it L e t h a  
L u n d y  w a s  s t a n d in g  w i th i n  s ix  f e e t  o f  h im  
w h e n  h e  s p i t  i t  o u t .

L e t h a  d id  lo o k  in t o  t h e  b a r n .  A n d  i t  
was fu l l  o f  B a r  4 4  h o r s e s .  S h e  w e n t  b a c k  
to  t h e i r  r o o m s  w i th  s t e p s  t h a t  w e re  u n 
s t e a d y .  H e r  f a t h e r  lo o k e d  a t  h e r  w h e n  
s h e  c a m e  in  a n d  s u d d e n ly  p u t  d o w n  h i s  
p e n .  H e  a r o s e  a s  i f  p o w e r f u l  s p r in g s  h a d  
b e e n  r e l e a s e d  u n d e r  h im .

“ W h a t ’s  h a p p e n e d ,  d a u g h t e r ? ”  h e  a s k e d  
g r a v e ly .

“ F a t h e r — ”  s h e  g a s p e d .  “ I — y o u — ”  s h e  
t o t t e r e d ,  a n d  h e  s t e p p e d  o v e r  t o  c a tc h  
a n d  s t e a d y  h e r .

S h e  w r i t h e d  a w a y  f r o m  h im  a s  i f  h e  
w e re  s o m e  h o r r ib l e  o b j e c t  o f  c o n ta m in a t io n .  
T h e n  w i th  h e r  f a c e  a s  p a le  a s  i t  w o u ld  e v e r  
b e  in  d e a t h ,  h e r  e y e s  tw o  b la z in g  p o o ls ,  s h e  
s p o k e  w i th  a  f la t  d e a d - c a lm  v o ic e .

“ T h e  s t o r i e s  I ’v e  h e a r d  a r e  t r u e !  Y o u  
a r e  a  f e n c e — a — a — y o u 'r e  a  m o n s t e r l  T h e  
C a r e y  b o y s  w o u ld n ’t  d e a l  w i th  y o u ! ”  H e r  
v o ic e  to o k  a  w ild  h y s t e r i c a l  s w o o p  u p w a r d  
a n d  s h e  s u d d e n ly  th r e w  b a c k  h e r  h e a d  a n d  
l a u g h e d .  I t  w a s  a  l a u g h  t h a t  w o u ld  t u r n  
a  d e a l' p e r s o n ’s  b lo o d  c o ld .  “ Y o u  m u r d e r —  
y o u  b u m — y o u — — ”

W i t h  o n e  f ie rc e  s t r i d e  L u n d y  c a u g h t  h e r .  
H e  s h o o k  h e r  so  s a v a g e ly  t h a t  h e r  h e a d  
s n a p p e d .

“ W h a t  i n  G o d ’s  n a m e  a r e  y o u  t a l k i n '
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a b o u t ? ”  h e  s h o u te d .  “ G e t  a  h o l t  o f  y o u r 
s e l f ,  g i r l !  T a l k  s e n s e .”

S h e  s w a llo w e d  c o n v u ls iv e ly .  T h e n  s h e  
s p o k e ,  h e r  v o ic e  h u s k y ,  h e r  w o r d s  j e r k y  
p h r a s e s :

“ T h e  b a r n ’s fu l l— B a r  4 4  h o r s e s — B o b  
a n d — a n d  C lin c h  m - m u r d e r e d — th e i r  b u i l d 
in g s  b u r p e d -------- ”

L u n d y  s h o o k  h e r  a g a in — h a r d e r ,  m o r e  
f ie rc e ly . H e  b e g a n  s h o u t in g  a t  h e r ,  h e  
s h o u te d  u n t i l  h e  d r o w n e d  h e r  v o ic e  c o m 
p le t e ly  o u t  a n d  a l l  t h e  t im e  h e  n e v e r  le f t  
o ff s h a k in g .  H e  s h o o k  h e r  u n t i l  s h e  w a s  
l im p . T h e n  s u d d e n ly  h e  b e c a m e  q u ie t  a n d -  
s a n e .  H e  h e ld  h e r  c lo s e  a g a in s t  h im ,  s t r a i n 
in g ,  a n d  s p o k e  v e r y  lo w , v e r y  te n s e :

“ I  r e c k o n  s o m e  o f  m y  c h ic k e n s  a r e  c o rn 
i n ’ h o m e  to  r o o s t  1”

S h e  lo o k e d  in to  h is  fa c e  b e s e e c h in g ly .
“ Y o u  d i d n ' t — te l l  m e  y o u  d i d n ’t -------- ”
“ N o ,”  h e  s a id ,  “ I  h a d  n o th i n g  to  d o  w i th  

i t ,  L e th a .  I  a d m i r e d  th o s e  b o y s  m o r e  t h a n  
a n y  tw o  y o u n g  m e n  I  e v e r  s a w  o r  k n e w . 
T h e y  d e s p i s e d  m e . T h e y  d i d n ’t  k n o w  t h a t  
I  s u p p l ie d  f u g i t i v e s  f r o m  th e  la w  w i th  
h o r s e s  b e c a u s e  I  m y s e lf  h a d  o n c e  b e e n  
w ro n g e d  b y  t h e  la w . T h e y  d i d n ’t
k n o w --------”

“ F a t h e r , ”  s h e  b e g a n .
“ L e t  m e  f i n i s h ! ”  h e  s a id  a lm o s t  f ie rc e ly .  

“ I ’v e  h e lp e d  m a n y  a  m a n  f le e in g  f r o m  th e  
la w . S o m e  I ’v e  h e lp e d  I  k n o w  w e re  t h e  
w ro n g  o n e s .  B u t  s o m e  w e re  n o t .  A n d  f r o m  
th o s e  I ’v e  b e e n  w e ll  r e p a i d .  T e l l  m e , i s n ’t  
i t  b e t t e r  to  h e lp  s o m e  t h a t  d o  n o t  d e s e r v e  
h e lp  t h a n  t o  l e t  o n e  g o o d  m a n  h a n g ?  T e l l  
m e ,  g ir l !  I  c a n  c o u n t  te n ,  tw e n t y ,  a n d  
m o r e ,  t h a t  I ’v e  h e lp e d  t h a t  a r e  t o d a y  g o o d , 
la w - a b id in g  c i t iz e n s .  I  k n o w  I ’m  d e s p is e d  
b y  s u c h  a s  th e  C a r e y  b o y s .  B u t  t h e y  d o n ’t
k n o w — th e y  c a n ’t  k n o w -------- ”

“ T h e y 'r e  d e a d ! ”  s h e  w h is p e r e d .  “ Y o u  
fo r g e t  t h e y ’r e  d e a d !  W h a t  a r e  y o u  g o in g  
t o  d o ,  f a t h e r ? ”

“ W h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t  m e  to  d o ? ”

“ P u n is h  t h e  rn e n  t h a t  d id  i t !  Y o u  c a n  
d o  t h a t  m u c h  a t  l e a s t . ”

HE  L O O K E D  a t  h e r  a lm o s t  w h im 
s ic a l ly .  “ Y o u  d o n ’t  r e a l i z e  w h a t  
t h a t  m e a n s ,  g i r l , ”  h e  s a id .  “ I  a m  

le g a l ly  a n  o u t l a w .  I f  I  w e re  to  a t t e m p t  to  
b r i n g  th o s e  m e n  to  j u s t i c e  t h e y  w o u ld  t u r n

o n  m e . W h a t  a b o u t  m y  b a m  f u l l  o f  B a r  4 4  
h o r s e s ?  W h a t  a b o u t  t h i s  b i l l  o f  s a l e ? ”

“ Y o u  c a n ! ”  s h e  s a id .  “ Y o u ’l l  h a v e  to .  
I ’l l  n e v e r  r e s p e c t  y o u  u n le s s  y o u  d o .  I — I —  
lo v e d  C l in c h  C a r e y ,  f a t h e r ! ”

L u k e  L u n d y  s u d d e n ly  s t e p p e d  to  t h e  h a l l .  
H e  s h o u te d  d o w n w a r d  in  a  m i g h ty  v o ic e .

“ D o b e y !  C o m e  u p  h e r e ,  D o b e y .”
S o m e b o d y  s h o u t e d  b a c k .  L u n d y  c a m e  

b a c k  in t o  t h e  ro o m . H e  lo o k e d  a t  L e t h a  
a n d  h is  m u s t a c h e  tw i t c h e d .

“ S o m e  m o r e  o f  m y  c h ic k e n s .  I  e le c te d  
D o b e y — a  p o o r  s t i c k  i f  e v e r  th e r e  w a s  o n e . 
H e ’l l  c u t  m y  t h r o a t  r i g h t  w i th  t h e  o th e r s  
w h e n  th e  m o m e n t  c o m e s .”

S h e r i f f  D o b e y  c a m e  in  p a n t i n g ,  h i s  t i g h t  
p a u n c h  u n d u l a t i n g  in  a n d  o u t .

“ W h a t  w a s  i t — L u k e ? ”  h e  p u f f e d .
“ G o  b r i n g  P e t e  P in o s  h e r e ,”  L u n d y  o r 

d e r e d .
D o b e y ’s e y e s  w id e n e d .
“ A r r e s t  h i m ? ”  h e  g a s p e d .
“ Y e s ! ”  t h u n d e r e d  L u n d y .  “ I f  n e c e s s a r y .  

B u t  b r i n g  h im .  M o v e !  ”  h e  t h u n d e r e d  a s  th e  
s h e r i f f  h e s i t a t e d .

D o b e y  a lm o s t  fe l l  o v e r  h im s e l f  g e t t in g  
o u t  o f  t h e  p la c e .  T h e y  h e a r d  h im  g o  c l a t 
t e r in g  d o w n  th e  s t a i r s  a n d  i t  w a s  n o t  lo n g  
b e f o r e  h e  c a m e  b a c k ,  t r o t t i n g  b e h in d  P e te  
P in o s .

“ W a n t  to  s e e  m e , L u k e ? ”  a s k e d  P in o s .
L u n d y  s t e p p e d  c lo s e  to  h im  a n d  s n a t c h e d  

h i s  g u n  f r o m  t h e  h o l s te r .  T h e n  f r o m  u n d e r  
F i n o s ’s  c o a t  h e  d r e w  a  w ic k e d  lo o k in g  
k n if e .

“ T h a t  th e  w a y  y o u  a r r e s t  m e n ,  D o b e y ? ”  
h e  s n a p p e d .  P e t e  P in o s  s to o d  a s  i f  p e t r i f i e d .  
L u n d y  f ix e d  h im  w i th  a  t e r r i b l e  e y e  a n d  l e v 
e le d  a  r ig id  f in g e r  a t  h im .

“ P in o s ,”  h e  s a id ,  “ I ’m  g o in ’ so  s w e a r  
o u t  a n  a f f id a v i t  c h a r g i n ’ y o u ,  A b e  D r i l l  a n d  
h i s  m e n  w ith  m u r d e r ,  a r s o n  a n d  r u s t l i n ’. 
B u t  k n o w in ’ y o u  f o r  th e  c o w a r d ly  h o u n d  
y o u  a r e ,  I ’m  g i v i n ’ y o u  a  c h a n c e  to  t u r n  
s t a t e ’s  e v id e n c e .  T h a t ’ll  s a v e  y o u r  m i s e r 
a b l e  n e c k .  W il l  y o u  d o  i t ,  o r  w ill y o u  h a n g  
w ith  t h e  o t h e r s ? ”

P in o s  b lu s te r e d .
“ T h e r e ’ll  b e  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  others 

h a n g ! ”  h e  b lu r t e d .  “ L u n d y ,  y o u  a i n ’t  in
n o -------- ”

“ C h o o s e ! ”  t h u n d e r e d  L u n d y .
P in o s  s w a l lo w e d  n o is i ly .
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“ G iv e  m e  a  l i t t l e  t im e  to  th in k . .”  h e  m u m 
b le d .

L u k e  L u n d y  t u r n e d  to  D o b e y .
“ L o c k  h im  u p ! ”  h e  s n a p p e d .  “ B r in g  h im  

b a c k  in  a n  h o u r — if  h e ’s  r e a d y  to  t a l k .  
D o n ’t  le t  a n y b o d y  t a l k  t o  h i m .”

S h e r i f f  D o b e y  to o k  h is  p r i s o n e r  o u t .
L u k e  L u n d y  t u r n e d  to  h is  d a u g h te r .  
“ G ir l ,”  h e  s a id ,  “ th e  fu s e  is  l i t .  I  r e c k o n  

y o u ’d  b e t t e r  g e t  o n  th e  n e x t  s t a g e  a n d  g o  

o v e r  t o  B o is e  C i t y  f o r  a  s p e l l .”
“ I ’m  s t a y in g  h e r e , ”  s h e  r e p l ie d  s t e a d i l y .

I V

TH E F IF T H  CASE

F R O M  th e  s t a t i o n  C l in c h  r o d e  s t r a i g h t  
to  P e te  I ' i n o s 's  r a n c h .  I t  w a s  p a s t  
m id n ig h t  w h e n  h e  g o t  t h e r e ,  s n o w in g  

a n d  b lo w in g  f ie rc e ly .
T h e  p la c e  s e e m e d  d e s e r t e d ;  n o t  e v e n  a  

d o g  b a r k e d  a t  h im .  He r o d e  in to  t h e  b a m  
a n d  d is m o u n te d .  The black w a s  so  f a g g e d  
h e  s t a g g e r e d  w h e n  C lin c h  to o k  h i s  w e ig h t  
o ff h im .  C l in c h  fo u n d  a  l a n t e r n  in  t h e  g e a r  
r o o m  a n d  l i g h te d  i t .  H e  lo o k e d  in  e v e ry  
s t a l l  a n d  c o r r a l .  P lis  h o r s e s  w e re  n o t  th e r e .

T h e n  h e  w e n t  t o  th e  h o u s e .  I t ,  to o ,  w a s  
d e s e r te d .

H e  e x p e r ie n c e d  a  t e r r i f i c  l e t - d o w n .  H e  
h a d  f e l t  s u r e  h e  w o u ld  f in d  P e t e  P in o s  a n d  
a t  le a s t  a  p a r t  o f  th e  h o r s e s  t h e r e .

B a c k  h e  w e n t  to  t h e  b a r n .  T h e  b l a c k  
w a s  ly in g  d o w n  w i th  h is  c h in  r e s t in g  o n  th e  
g r o u n d .  C l in c h  d e c id e d  to  le t  h im  l ie ,  b u t  
h e  to o k  o ff t h e  s a d d le  a n d  b r id le .  T h e n  
h e  w e n t  in t o  t h e  g e a r  r o o m  a n d  r o l le d  u p  
in  th e  b u n k  b la n k e t s .

I t  w a s  b r o a d  d a y  w h e n  h e  g o t  u p .  H e  
h e a r d  th e  b la c k  n k k e r  a n d  s t r i k e  t h e  
m a n g e r  w i th  a  h o o f .  H e  f e d  h im  d a m p e n e d  
o a ts ,  w a te r e d  h im  t h e n  h e a d e d  to w a r d s  
P l u n d e r  C i ty .

I t  w a s  p a s t  n o o n  w h e n  h e  g o t  t h e r e .  T h e  
o n e  s t r e e t  w a s  w in d  s w e p t  a n d  sn o w  
c h o k e d .  T h e r e  w a s  a  d r i f t  o f  i t  b e f o r e  
L u n d y 's  h a m  d o o r ,  w h e re  h e  d i s m o u n te d .

T h e  s t u d  n e ig h e d  a n d  p a w e d  th e  g r o u n d .  
F r o m  w i th in  th e  b a r n  c a m e  a n  a n s w e r .  
C l i n c h ’s p u ls e s  q u ic k e n e d .

H e  s l id  b a c k  t h e  e n t r y  d o o r  f a r  e n o u g h  
to e n te r  a n d  h e  s a w  t h a t  e v e r y  s t a l l  w a s

c h o k e d  w i t h  h o r s e s — B a r  4 4  h o r s e s .  T h e  
e f f r o n te r y  o f  i t  s t a g g e r e d  h im .  T h e y  m u s t  
fe e l p r e t t y  s u r e  o f  th e m s e lv e s !

F r o m  t h e  b a r n  h e  w e n t  to  L u n d y ’s  s a lo o n ,  
th e  b l a c k  fo l lo w in g  a t  h is  h e e l s  l i k e  a  d o g . 
T h e r e  w e re  n o  h o r s e s  t i e d  to  t h e  h i t c h - r a c k .

H e  s h o v e d  o p e n  t h e  d o o r s .  A  b l a s t  o f  
h o t ,  l i q u o r - l a d e n  a i r  r u s h e d  o u t .  C l in c h  
s w e p t  th e  p l a c e  w ith  a  g la n c e .

T h e  b a r  w a s  d e s e r te d  e x c e p t  f o r  a  f r o w s y -  
h e a d e d  b a r t e n d e r .  B u t  o v e r  b y  t h e  w a ll  
f o u r  m e n  s a t  a b o u t  a  t a b l e .

“ A h ,”  s a id  C l in c h ,  “ A b e  D r i l l  a n d  h is  
f r i e n d ,  e h ? ”

“ C ’m e r e ,  F r e n c h i e ! ”  s a id  A b e  D r i l l .
C l in c h  s t r o l l e d  o v e r .
“ S e t  d o w n . H a v e  a d r i n k . ”  D r i l l ’s  

s p e e c h  w a s  j e r k y .
“ B u t  w i th  p l e a s u r e , ”  s a id  C l in c h .
A b e  D r i l l  p o u r e d  h im  a  d r i n k  f r o m  a 

f l u te d  b o t t l e ,  a n d  w a tc h e d  h im  d o w n  i t .
! ‘ Y o u  s e e n  P i n o s ? ’ - D r i l l  g r o w l e d  

t h r o a t i l y .
C l in c h  s h o w e d  h i s  t e e t h .  “ T h a t  is  w h y  

I  c o m e , m y  f r i e n d .  P e t e ,  h e  is  n o t  s o  e a s y  
to  se e , e h ? ”

“ H e ’s  h a r d  a s  h e l l  t o  s e e ! ”  g r o w le d  D r i l l .  
“ I f  t h a t  r e d - f a c e d  h o g  t r i e s  t o  r u n  a  s h i r m e y
o n  ns-------- ” H e  b r o k e  o ff a n d  s t a r e d  h a r d
a t  C l in c h  w i th  th o s e  r e p t i l e  e y e s  o f  h is .  
“ H o w  a b o u t  i t — d id  y o u  n a i l  t h a t  r a n n i e ? ”

A n y  d o u b t  a s  to  th e s e  m e n ’s  c o m p l ic i ty  
in  t h e  a f f a i r  w a s  n o w  d i s p e l l e d  f r o m  C l i n c h ’s  
m in d .  B u t  h e  s m i le d  a n d  s h r u g g e d  h is  
s h o u ld e r s  a s  J e a n  J e n e a u  w o u ld  h a v e  d o n e .

“ I , ”  h e  s a id ,  “ a m  h e r e .  O u t s i d e  y o u  w ill 
s e e  h e e s  h o r s ’. W e  d o  n o t  s p e a k  to o  p l a i n ly  
o n  s u c h  th i n g s ,  e h  A b e ? ”

A b e  D r i l l  s lo s h e d  l i q u o r  i n t o  a  g la s s  a n d  
g u lp e d  s a v a g e ly .  C l in c h  l e a n e d  b a c k  in  h i s  
c h a i r  a n d  s t a r e d  u p  a t  th e  b ig  s w in g in g  
l a m p ,  s u s p e n d e d  f r o m  th e  m id d le  o f  t h e  
c e i l in g .  I t  h a d  a  b ig  c e i l in g  r e f l e c to r ,  a n d  
a l l  a b o u t  t h e  r e f l e c to r  h u n g  s m a l l  g la s s  
p r i s m s .  T h e  s m a l le s t  d r a f t  o f  a i r  w o u ld  
c a u s e  th o s e  p r i s m s  to  s w in g  a n d  t i n k le ,  a n d ,  
w h e n  t h e  l a m p  w a s  l i g h t e d ,  to  c a s t  o ff v a r i 
c o lo r e d  f l a s h e s  o f  l i g h t .

“ M y  f r i e n d ,  P e t e ,  s a y  y o u  t h e  v e r y  e x c e l
l e n t  s h o t ,  M i s t a i r e  D r i l l , ”  C l in c h  s a id ,  s t i l l  
s t a r i n g  a t  t h e  l a m p .  “ I  b e t  y o u  th e  t e n  
d o l l a i r e  y o u  c a n n o t  c u t  t h e  s t r i n g , ”  a n d  h e  
m o t io n e d  t o  t h e  l a m p .



HORSE THIEVES OF PLUNDER CITY SI

R I L L  lo o k e d  u p w a r d .  H i s  e y e s  
s e e m e d  l id le s s .

“ Y o u  m e a n  o n  o n e  o f  t h e m  g la s s  
d o o d a d s ,”  h e  s a id .

C l in c h  n o d d e d .
D r i l l ’s  g u n  e x p lo d e d  a lm o s t  i n s t a n t l y .  A  

g la s s  p r i s m  s t r u c k  th e  f lo o r  w i th  a  tunk 
a n d  th e  s e v e r e d  s t r i n g  g y r a t e d  b a c k  a n d  
f o r th .

C lin c h  s t e p p e d  o v e r  a n d  p ic k e d  u p  th e  
p r i s m .  T h e r e  w a s  th e  p r o p e r  r e s p e c t  in  h is  
v o ic e  w h e n  h e  s p o k e .

“ A  m o s t  w o n d e r f u l  s h o t ,  M i s t a i r e  D r i l l ! ”
A b e  D r i l l  la u g h e d  h a r s h ly .
“ K i d s ’ p la y !  ” h e  b r o k e  h i s  g u n  a n d  

p u n c h e d  o u t  t h e  e m p t y  c a s e .  I t  r o l le d  to  
w i th i n  a  f o o t  o f  C l i n c h 's  to e . “ H o o s e  h e r e ,  
th e  p o o r e s t  s h o t  in  t h e  b u n c h  c a n  d o  t h a t . ”

“ I  b e t  th e  t e n  d o l l a i r e  h e  c a n n o t ! ”  s a id  
C l in c h  q u ic k ly .

“ H e y  th e r e , ”  b a w le d  th e  b a r t e n d e r .  “ C u t  
o u t  t h a t  s h o o t in ’. P e o p le  l iv e  u p s t a i r s . ”

“ S h o o t ,  H o o s e ! ”  s a id  D r i l l .
H o o s e ,  t h e  b ig  fe l lo w  d rew ' h i s  g u n  a n d  

to o k  c a r e f u l  a im .  A n d  h e ,  to o ,  d r o p p e d  a  
p r i s m .  A b e  D r i l l  l a u g h e d  m i r th le s s ly .

“ T h a t ’s  tw e n ty  dollaire y o u  o w e  u s , 
F r e n c h i e ! ”  h e  g ib e d .

C lin c h  d i d n ’t  h a v e  t w e n ty  d o l l a r s  in  h is  
p o c k e ts .  H e  d i d n ’t  e v e n  h a v e  f iv e .

“ B u t  w a i t , ”  h e  s a id ,  “ th e  o th e r  h a v e  n o t  
s h o o t .  Y o u  w ill g iv e  m e  t h e  c h a n c e  to  g e t  
e v e n ,  e h  A b e ? ”

“ Y o u  w a n t  B il l  a n d  J im  to  t a k e  a  s h o t  
t o o ? ”  s a id  D r i l l .

C l in c h  n o d d e d  a n d  s m ile d .
“ T h e n  y o u ’ll o w e  u s  tw e n ty  m o r e .  S h o o t ,  

J i m . ”
J i m  s h o t  a n d  m is s e d .  A b e  D r i l l  s w o re .
“ Y o u r  tu r n ,  B i l l / ’ h e  s a id .
B il l  s h o t  so  c lo s e  t h a t  t h e  p r i s m  s w a y e d .  

B u t  i t  d id  n o t  d r o p .  A g a in  A b e  D r i l l  
s w o re  b i t t e r ly .

“ W h a t  t h e  h e l l ’s  c o m e  o v e r  y o u  t w o ? ” 
h e  w a n te d  t o  k n o w . “ N o w  w e ’re  r i g h t  
w h e re , w e  s t a r t e d  f r o m . W a n t  to  b e t  m e  
a g a in ,  F r e n c h i e ? ”

“ A h , b u t , ”  s a id  C l in c h  s a g e ly ,  “ y o u  
w o u ld  h i t  i t ,  m y  f r i e n d .  I  w il l  b e t , ”  h e  
s to o p e d  a n d  w i th  a  s in g le  m o t io n  s w e p t  u p  
th e  f o u r  e m p t y  c a s t 's ,  “ t h e  t e n  d o l l a i r e  y o u  
c a n n o t  h i t  th e e s  w h e n  I  to s s  i t  so — ”  a n d  
h e  m a d e  a  m o t io n  w i th  h i s  h a n d .

“ Y o u  g o  to  h e l l ! ”  s a id  A b e  D r i l l .  “ N e x t  
y o u ’ll h a v e  u s  s h o o t in ’ a t  s n o w f la k e s .  
Y o u -------- ”

A t  t h a t  m o m e n t  t h e  d o o r  b a c k  o f  t h e  b a r  
o p e n e d  a n d  P e t e  P in o s  c a m e  o u t ,  fo l lo w e d  
c lo s e ly  b y  S h e r i f f  D o b e y .  P in o s  w a lk e d  
s w i f t ly  t o w a r d s  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r ,  t h e  s h e r if f  
t r o t t i n g  b e h in d .  C l in c h  n o t i c e d  t h a t  th e  
s h e r i f f ’s  fa c e  w o re  a  w o e -b e g o n e  e x p re s s io n  
a n d  P in o s ’s e y e s  w e r e  g l i t t e r i n g .  H e  lo o k e d  
a t  t h e m  v e r y  b r i e f ly  a n d  f l ip p e d  h i s  h a n d  
to w a r d s  t h e  d o o r .

A b e  D r i l l  g o t  u p  h a s t i l y .
“ L e t ’s  g i t  i t  w h i le  t h e  g i t t i n ’s  g o o d  b o y s , ” 

h e  g ro w le d .
“ H e y  t h e r e ! ”  c a l l e d  t h e  b a r t e n d e r ,  

“ w h o ’s  p a y i n ’ f e r  t h a t  l i k k e r ? ”
C l in c h  t u r n e d  to w a r d s  t h e  b a r  q u ic k ly .
“ I ,  m y  f r i e n d , ”  h e  s a id .
A b e  D r i l l  a n d  th e  o t h e r  th r e e  w e n t  o n  

o u t  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  a n d  C l in c h  s t r o l l e d  t o  
t h e  b a r .  H e  d i d n ’t  w a n t  t o  a t t e n d  th e  c o n 
f a b ,  f i r s t  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  a f r a i d  o f  h i s  d i s 
g u is e  a t  d o s e  q u a r t e r s  w i th  P e t e  P in o s .  
A n d  h e  w a n te d  a  c h e c k  o n  th o s e  f o u r  e m p t y  
c a r t r i d g e  c a se s .

T h e r e  w a s  a  w in d o w  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  b a r  
g iv in g  t o  t h e  s t r e e t .  T h e  d o o r  t h r o u g h  
w h ic h  P e t e  P in o s  a n d  t h e  s h e r i f f  h a d  c o m e  
w a s  s t i l l  o p e n .  I t  g a v e  to  t h e  in n e r  s t a i r w a y .

T h e  b a r t e n d e r  g a v e  h im  h is  c h a n g e  a n d  
t u r n e d  to  w a s h in g  g la s s e s .  T h r o u g h  th e  
w in d o w  C lin c h  s a w  L e t h a  L u n d y ,  a  f u r  
c a p e  w r a p p e d  a b o u t  h e r  h e a d  a n d  s h o u ld e r s ,  
h u r r y  p a s t  t h e  w in d o w  to w a r d s  t h e  f r o n t .

T h e  b a r t e n d e r ’s  b a c k  w a s  t u r n e d  a n d  th e  
s t a i r w a y  d o o r  n o t  f a r t h e r  t h a n  o n e  g o o d  
s t e p  f r o m  w 'h e re  h e  s to o d .  H e  m a d e  i t  w i th  
o n e  lo n g ,  s i le n t  s t r i d e  a n d  w e n t  o n  u p  th e  
s t a i r s  v e r y  c a u t io u s ly .  H e  k n e w  h e  p r o b 
a b l y  w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  a  b e t t e r  t im e  to  t a l k  to  
L u k e  L u n d y .  H e  k n e w ' h e  s h o u l d n ’t  b o th e r  
t o  t a l k  w i th  th e  h o u n d  a t  a l l .  T h o s e  B a r  
4 4  h o r s e s  in  h is  b a r n  s h o u ld  b e  e n o u g h  
r e a s o n  f o r  s h o o t in g  a t  s ig h t .

I n  th e  h a l l  a b o v e  th e  b o a r d s  c r e a k e d  
u n d e r  h is  f e e t .  L u n d y ’s  d o o r  w a s  a j a r .  
C l in c h  p u s h e d  i t  o p e n  a n d  f o u n d  h im s e l f  
lo o k in g  s t r a i g h t  i n t o  t h e  u g ly  m u z z le  o f  a  
s ix - s h o o te r .  O v e r  th e  s ig h ts  o f  t h a t  g u n  
L u k e  L u n d y ’s e y e s  b la z e d .

“ S o ! ”  s a id  L u n d y ,  s o f t ly .  “ C o m e  o n  in ,  
J e n e a u t ”
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CL I N C H  s t e p p e d  th r o u g h  th e  d o o r  
c u r s in g  h im s e l f  f o r  h i s  s t u p i d i t y .  
S ti l l  c o v e r in g  h im  w i th  t h e  g u n ,  

L u n d y  s t e p p e d  to  th e  w in d o w  a n d  r a i s e d  
i t  w i th  h i s  l e f t  h a n d .  C l in c h  k n e w  t h a t  
D o b e y  a n d  P in o s  w e re  d o u b t l e s s  in  s ig h t  
a n d  t h a t  L u n d y  in t e n d e d  to  s h o u t  to  th e m . 
S a w  h i s  b ig  c h e s t  sw e ll w i th  a  s u d d e n  in 
s p i r a t i o n .

F r o m  a  s t a n d in g  s t a r t  C l in c h  m a d e  t e n  
f e e t  a t  a  b o u n d .  T h e  g u n  b la z e d  a lm o s t  
in  h i s  fa c e ,  c a r r y in g  a w a y  h i s  h a t  a n d  s in g 
in g  h is  h a i r .  T h e n  h e  w a s  u n d e r  i t ,  a t  c lo se  
g r ip s ,  h is  a r m s  lo c k e d  a b o u t  L u n d y ’s m i d 
d le ,  h is  h e a d  u n d e r  L u n d y ’s  c h in .

“ D r o p  t h a t  g u n  o r  I ’ll b r e a k  y o u r  n e c k ! ”  
h e  h is s e d .

T h e  q u a r t e r s  w e re  to o  c lo s e  f o r  s h o o t in g ,  
s o  L u n d y  c lu b b e d  a t  th e  b a c k  o f  h i s  h e a d ,  
s a v a g e ly ,  w i th  th e  g u n .  T h e  f i r s t  b lo w  
la n d e d  to o  lo w  to  d o  m u c h  d a m a g e .

I n s t a n t l y  C l in c h  r e le a s e d  L u n d y  a n d  
s h o v e d  h im  a s  h e  s t e p p e d  b a c k .  L u n d y ,  
c a u g h t  u n a w a r e ,  b y  th e  m o v e ,  s t a g g e r e d  f o r  
a  m o m e n t  o ff b a la n c e .  T h a t  m o m e n t  w a s  
p le n ty  lo n g  e n o u g h  f o r  C l in c h .  H e  h i t  t h e  
m a n  u n d e r  t h e  c h in  w ith  a l l  h is  p o w e r .  
I t  w a s  l ik e  h i t t i n g  a  s to n e  p i l l a r  a n d  h is  a r m  
w e n t  n u m b  to  th e  e lb o w .

L u n d y ’s  h e a d  s n a p p e d  b a c k  b u t  h e  d i d n ’t  
g o  d o w n . l i e  d id  s t a g g e r  b a c k  a  s t e p  o r  
tw o , th e n  h e  s h o o k  h is  h e a d  f ie r c e ly  a n d  
w a v e d  th e  s ix - s h o o te r  u n c e r t a in l y ,  t r y in g  
to  g e t  h i s  v is io n  c le a r .  C l in c h  l e a p e d  in ,  
t o r e  t h e  g u n  a w a y  a n d  s m a s h e d  L u n d y  o v e r  
t h e  h e a d  w ith  it .  S ti l l  L u n d y  d i d n ’t  go 
d o w n , so  C l in c h  h i t  h im  a g a in — h i t  h im  a  
f e a r f u l  s m a s h .

L u n d y  fe l l , b u t  g ru d g in g ly ,  i t  s e e m e d . 
C l in c h  s to o d  p a n t i n g ,  w a tc h in g  h im .  H e  
d i d n ’t  m o v e .  C l in c h  s t u c k  th e  g u n  in  h is  
w a is t  b a n d  a n d  t u r n e d  to  th e  d e s k .  T h e  
f i r s t  th i n g  t h a t  m e t  h is  e y e s  w a s  t h e  f o r g e d  
b i l l  o f  s a le .  A  b ig  h u n t i n g  k n i f e  l a y  b e 
s id e  i t .

C l in c h  s l ip p e d  th e  b i l l  o f  s a le  i n t o  h is  
p o c k e t .  '  T h e n  h e  t u r n e d  b a c k  to w a r d s  
L u n d y  w ith  t h a t  o ld  d e a d l ik e  lo o k  o n  h is  
f a c e .  D r u n k  o r  s o b e r ,  h e  k n e w  t h a t  B o b  
w o u ld  n e v e r  s e l l  n o r  g a m b le  w h a t  w a s  n o t  
h is .

T h e  h ig h  fo r e s ig h t  o f  t h e  s ix - s h o o te r  h a d  
c u t  a  d e e p  g a s h  in  L u k e  L u n d y ’s  h e a d .

B lo o d  f r o m  t h a t  c u t  w a s  f lo w in g  o v e r  h i s  
r i g h t  t e m p le  a n d  d o w n  a c r o s s  h i s  f a c e .  H e  
d i d n ’t  s e e m  to  b e  b r e a t h in g ,  so  C l in c h  
k n e l t  b e s id e  h im  a n d  s l ip p e d  h i s  h a n d  in 
s id e  h is  s h i r t  t o  fee l f o r  h e a r t  b e a t .  H e  
c o u ld n ’t  d e t e c t  a n y .

H e  s to o d  u p  a n d  t u r n e d  to w a r d s  t h e  
d o o r .  H e  s t o p p e d  d e a d .  T h e r e  s to o d  L e t h a  
L u n d y  w i th  h e r  f a c e  d e a d  w h i te ,  h e r  e y e s  
b la z in g .  H e  s a w  h e r  e y e s  d r o p  s w i f t ly  to  
h e r  f a t h e r ,  t h e n  b a c k  to  h im .  H e  c o u ld  
h e a r  th e  h a r d ,  q u ic k  r u s h  o f  h e r  b r e a t h .

“ Y o u — y o u ------- ”  s h e  h is s e d ,  t h e n  s p e d
s t r a i g h t  to w a r d s  t h e  d e s k .

S h e  m o v e d  f a s t e r  t h a n  C l in c h  h a d  e v e r  
s e e n  a n y  l iv in g  th i n g  m o v e .  B e f o r e  h e  
c o u ld  so  m u c h  a s  b a t  a n  e y e  s h e  h a d  
s n a t c h e d  u p  th e  b ig  k n i f e  a n d  w a s  a t  h is  
t h r o a t  s l a s h in g  a n d  c u t t i n g .

C l i n c h ’s  b a c k w a r d  b o u n d  s a v e d  h is  l i f e  
f r o m  t h a t  f i r s t  f ie rc e  s l a s h .  T h e  w a y  L e t h a  
d r o v e  t h a t  k n i f e  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  l a id  h im  
o p e n  f r o m  b r e a s t  to  g r o in  h a d  h e  n o t  m o v e d .  
A s  i t  w a s ,  i t  s h e a r e d  r i g h t  th r o u g h  t h e  
s t o u t  c lo th in g  h e  w o re  a n d  d o w n  to  t h e  
s k in .  H e  f e l t  t h e  s t i n g  o n  h i s  r i g h t  b r e a s t ,  
f e l t  t h e  c lo th  lo o s e n  a n d  s a g .

L e t h a  w a s  n o t  a  b ig  g ir l  a n d  lo o k e d  a n y 
th i n g  b u t  s t r o n g .  B u t  s h e  w a s  q u ic k e r  t h a n  
l i g h t  i t s e l f  a n d  b e f o r e  C l in c h  c o u ld  r e c o v e r  
f r o m  t h a t  f i r s t  w i ld  a t t a c k  s h e  w a s  a t  b is  
t h r o a t  a g a in .

C l in c h  c o u ld  h a v e  k n o c k e d  h e r  s e n s e le s s  
w i th  a  s in g le  b lo w , t h o u g h  h e  d i d n ’t .  B u t  
h e  c o u ld n ’t  k e e p  a w a y  f r o m  h e r  a n d  in  
s h e e r  d e s p e r a t i o n  d iv e d  f o r w a r d ,  th r e w  h is  
a r m s  a b o u t  h e r  a n d  p in io n e d  h e r  a r m s .

S h e  f o u g h t  l ik e  a  w i ld c a t .  S h e  k ic k e d  
s h e  w r i t h e d ,  s h e  b u r i e d  h e r  f a c e  a g a in s t  h im ,  
w h e re  t h e  k n i f e  h a d  la id  o p e n  h i s  c lo th in g ,  
a n d  h e  f e l t  th e  s h a r p  s t a b  a s  h e r  t e e t h  s a n k  
in to  h i s  b a r e  f le sh .

“ W h a t ,  fo r  g o s h  s a k e ,  w ill I  d o ? ”  h e  
t h o u g h t .  “ I f  I  t u r n  h e r  lo o s e  s h e ’ll c u t  m e  
to  r i b b o n s ,  a n d  if  I  d o n ’t  s h e 'l l  g n a w  m e  
d o w n  to  m y  f r a m e w o r k !

SU D D E N L Y  h e  f e l t  h e r  g o  l im p  in  h is  
a r m s ,  h e a r d  th e  k n i f e  s t r i k e  t h e  f lo o r  
a s  i t  d r o p p e d  f r o m  h e r  h a n d .  H e  p u t  

h e r  o n  th e  w a ll  c o u c h .  H e  d i d n ’t  fe e l a n y  
r e s e n tm e n t  t o w a r d s  h e r .  N o b o d y  c o u ld  f in d  
f a u l t  w i th  a  g i r l  t h a t  f o u g h t  f o r  h o -
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o ld  m a n ,  s c o u n d r e l  t h o u g h  h e r s  m i g h t  b e .
W i th  t h e  k n i f e  h e  h a c k e d  a  s p l in t e r  f r o m  

th e  d e s k  a n d  w i th  t h e  s p l i n t e r  p i n n e d  t o 
g e th e r  th e  e d g e s  o f  h is  s l a s h e d  j a c k e t .  T h e n  
h e  p ic k e d  u p  th e  b ig  S te t s o n ,  t i l t i n g  i t  so  
it w o u ld  h id e  t h e  p la c e  w h e re  L u n d y  's  p o w 
d e r  c h a r g e  h a d  c a r r i e d  a w a y  h is  h a i r ,  a n d  
w e n t d o w n  th e  o u t s id e  s t a i r w a y .

W h e n  h e  g o t  a r o u n d  to  th e  f r o n t  th e  
b la c k  s t u d  w a s  d o w n  in  a t  th e  b a m ,  c a l l 
in g  to  th e  o th e r  h o r s e s  th r o u g h  a  d o o r  c r a c k .  
N o b o d y  s h o w e d  in  th e  s t r e e t .

C l in c h  c a u g h t  th e  h o rs e ,  m o u n t e d  a n d  
h e a d e d  fo r  B e n  B a s s ’s  s t a g e  s t a t i o n .  A g a in  
h e  c a m e  to  i t  a t  n ig h t f a l l ,  a n d  w h e n  h e  
s t e p p e d  th r o u g h  th e  d o o r ,  b ig  B e n ’s  r e l ie f  
a t  s e e in g  h im  a g a in  w a s  to u c h in g .

" H I  te l l  y o u  s t r a ig h t ,  f e l l e r , ’’ h e  s a id .  “ I  
n e v e r  f ig g e re d  o n  s e e in ’ y o u  o n  y o u r  tw o  
ia ig s  a g in ,  i g o t  s o m e  d o p e  o n  t h a t  A b e  
D r i l l  g a n g  to d a y ,  a n d  i f  w h a t  T g o t  is  
s t r a i g h t ,  th e y  d o n ’t  c o m e  a n y  w u s s e r .  T h e y  
c la im  t h a t  D r i l l  c a n  s h o o t  th e  e y e s  o u t  o f 
a  g n a t ,  i l y in ’ s id e w a y s .”

C lin c h  p u l l e d  o u t  t h e  f o u r  e m p t y  c a r t 
r id g e  c a se s .

" L e t ’s  c h e c k ,  B e n ,”  h e  s a id .
B y  th e  f i r in g  p in  m a r k s  t h e y  e a s i ly  e s t a b 

l i s h e d  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  w a s  A b e  D r i l l  a n d  h i s  
m e n  w h o  h a d  s l a u g h te r e d  th e  c o l t s .  D r i l l ’s  
g u n  w a s  t h e  o n e  t h a t  u s e d  t h e  u n k n o w n  
c a l ib e r  c a s e .

‘‘H e r e ’s  s o m e th in g  e ls e ,”  C l in c h  b r o u g h t  
o u t  th e  f o r g e d  b i l l  o f  s a le .

“ W h u r ’d  y o u  g i t  t h a t ,  C l i n c h ? ”
“ O n  L u k e  L u n d y ’s  d e s k , ”  s a id  C l in c h .
“ D i d n ’t  I  te l l  y o u ! ”  s a i d  B e n  t r i u m 

p h a n t l y ,  " t h a t  L u n d y  w a s  t h e  p o le  h o s s ? ”
" B u t  w e  d o n ’t  k n o w  y e t  w h o  k i l l e d  B o b ,”  

s a id  C lin c h .  " W e  j u s t  k n o w  t h a t  n e i t h e r  
A b e  D r i l l  n o r  h is  m e n  d i d . ”

" T h a t  n a r r e r s  i t  d o w n  to  P e t e  P in o s  e r  
L u n d y ,”  B e n  p o in t e d  o u t .

“ O r  J e n e a u , ”  s a id  C lin c h .
“ Y o u  g o t  J e n e a u 's  g u n .  a i n ’t  y o u ?  Y o u  

k n o w  i t  w a s n ’t  i t  t h a t  f ire d  t h a t  b u l l e t . ”
" H e  c o u ld  h a v e  u s e d  s o m e b o d y  e ls e ’s , ”  

s a id  C l in c h .
“ Y o u  k n o w  d a m n  w e ll h e  d i d n ’t .  A c 

c o r d i n ’ to  y o u r  r e p o r t ,  B o b  w a s  t r y h f  to  
r e a c h  h is  r i f le  w h e n  h e  w a s  d r o p p e d .  I  
d o n ’t  b e l ie v e  P e te  P in o s  h a s  g o t  g u t s  e n o u g h  
to  s h o o t  a  m a n ,  e v e n  in  th e  b a c k .  Y o u

w e a k e n in ’, C l i n c h ? ”  a s k e d  b ig  B e n .
C l in c h  s t a r e d  h a r d  a t  t h e  w a ll .
“ F u n n y  w h a t  a  m a n  w ill  d o  b e c a u s e  o f  

a  g i r l ,  a i n ’t  i t ,  B e n ? ”  h e  s a id .  “ H e r e  I  a m , 
t r y i n ’ b y  e v e r y  m e a n s  I  k n o w  to  g iv e  L u k e  
L u n d y  a  c le a n  t i c k e t ,  a n d  I k n o w  h e ’s th e  
d i r t i e s t  h o u n d  o f  th e  lo t .  I ’m  g la d  y o u  
p u l l e d  m e  u p ,  B e n  -

J u s t  t h e n  th e  d o o r  o p e n e d  a n d  o ld  W il l ie  
S a l t  c a m e  s id l in g  in . 
p u l l e d  m e  u p , B e n -------- ”

“ W h e r e  y o u  b e e n ,  y o u  c o p p e r - h id e d  o l ' 
d e v i l ! ”  h e  r o a r e d .  “ W h a t  t h ’ h e ll y o u  
m e a n ,  r u n n i n ’ o ff  a n d  l e a v i n ’ m e  to  w r a n g le  
h o s s e s  a f t e r  a n  e ig h ty - m i l e  d r iv e ?  S n u c k  
o ff  t ’ g i t  d r u n k ,  h e y ,  a n d  c o u ld n ’t  f in d  n o  
l i k k e r .  S e rv e s  y o u  r ig h t ,  y o u  m i n k - e y e d  

o ld -------- ”
O ld  W il l i e  s t u c k  o u t  a  b o n y  p a w  a n d  

d r o p p e d  s o m e th in g  in to  b ig  B e n ’s h a n d .  
B ig  B e n  s t a r e d  a t  i t  a s  if  i t  w e re  a  c o ile d  
r a t t l e r .

“ W h y ,  i t ’s  a n  e m p t y  e a t ’r id g e  h u l l , ”  h e  
s a id .  “ W h u r ’d  y o u  g i t  t h i s ,  W i l l i e ? ”

W I L L I E  s u d d e n l y  s p o u te d  a  t o r 
r e n t  o f  U t e  l in g o .  C l in c h  
c o u ld n ’t  m a k e  h e a d  n o r  ta i l  o f 

i t ,  b u t  b ig  B e n  l i s t e n e d  a t t e n t i v e ly .
“ H e  s a y s  h e  f o u n d  i t  in  t h e  c r a c k  o f  th e  

f lo o r  in  y o u r  c a b i n , ”  B e n  to ld  C l in c h .
“ H e ’s l y i n ’, B e n ,”  s a id  C l in c h .  “ I  b u r n e d  

th e  c a b in .  B u r n e d  i t  to  g e t  r i d  o f  j e n e a u ’s  
b o d y .”

“ N o  b u m ! ” s a id  o ld  W il l ie  v ig o r o u s ly .  
“ N o  lie . F i n d u m  c a b i n . ”

“ L is t e n ,  C l i n c h ,”  s a id  b ig  B e n ,  “ w h e n  
W il l ie  t e l l s  y o u  a  t h i n g  is  so  y o u  c a n  b e t  
y o u r  l i f e  i t  is s o !  W h e r e ’s  t h a t  b u l l e t  t h a t  
k i l l e d  B o b ? ”

C l in c h  s u d d e n l y  r e a c h e d  o u t  a n d  to o k  
t h e  c a s e  f r o m  B e n ’s  f in g e r s .  H is  o w n  s h o o k  
a  l i t t l e  w h e n  h e  f i t t e d  t h e  b u l l e t  in to  t h e  
c a s e .

“ T o ld  y o u !  ”  B e n ’s  v o ic e  w a s  t r i u m p h a n t .  
“ F i t s ,  d o n ’t  i t ? ”

S u d d e n ly  C l in c h  r e a c h e d  d o w n  a n d  p u l l e d  
f r o m  h is  w a i s t b a n d ,  t h e  g u n  h e  h a d  to r n  
f r o m  L u k e  L u n d y ’s  h a n d .  H e  p u n c h e d  o u t  
t h e  e m p t y  c a s e  a n d  c o m p a r e d  i t  w i th  th e  
o n e  o ld  W il l ie  h a d  b r o u g h t  in .

“ B e n ,”  h e  s a id ,  h i s  v o ic e  d e a d l ik e  a g a in ,  
“ i t  lo o k s  l i k e  w e  r e a c h e d  th e  e n d  o f  t h e
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t r a i l .  H e r e ’s  t h e  g u n  t h a t  k i l le d  B o b  a n d  
I  t o o k  i t  r i g h t  o u t  o f  L u k e  L u n d y ’s  h a n d  
n o t  th r e e  h o u r s  a g o . I  r e c k o n  I  w o n ’t  t r y  
t o  f in d  e x c u s e s  f o r  h im  a n y  lo n g e r .”

“ C o m e  o u t  j i s t  a s  I  f ig g e re d  i t  w o u ld ,”  
s a id  B e n .

“ G e t  o u t  y o u r  r a z o r ,”  C l in c h  to l d  h im .  
“ I ’m  s h e d d i n ’ t h i s  d is g u is e  h e r e  a n d  n o w —  
a n d  y o u r  h o r s e  d i p p e r s .  I  w a n t  e v e r y  o n e  
o f  th e m  h o u n d s  to  k n o w  i t ’s  me, n o t  J e a n  
J e n e a u  t h a t ’s  t h r o w i n ’ d o w n  o n  ’e m ! ”

“ You, h e l l ! ”  g ro w le d  B e n .  “ I ’v e  l iv e d  
fo r ty - f iv e  y e a r  a n d  h a d  a  g o o d  t im e ,  m o s t ly .  
I  r e c k o n  n o w ’s a s  g o o d  a  t im e  a s  a n y  to  
k ic k  in ,  a n d  I  k n o w  i t ’s  a  d a m n  g o o d  c a u s e .  
I ’m  t r a i l i n ’ a lo n g ,  f e l le r .  H e y ,  W il l i e ,  t h i n k  
y o u  c a n  s t i l l  s l in g  a  k n i f e ? ”

“Hnu-imvimmmm!” s a id  o ld  W il l i e ,  “ M e  
s t i c k - u m ! ”

V
JU S T IC E

IN  T H E  s h e r i f f ’s  o ff ice , P in o s ,  s h e r i f f  D o -  
b e y ,  D r i l l  a n d  h is  m e n  h e ld  c o n fe r e n c e .  
D r i l l  w a s  p l a i n ly  a n d  v ic io u s ly  s u s p i 

c io u s  o f  P in o s .  P in o s  t a l k e d  h a r d  a n d  f a s t .
“ 1 t e l l  y o u ,  A b e ,”  h e  s a id ,  “ I  d id  g e t  

t h e  m o n e y  fo r  th e m  h o r s e s .  B u t  b e f o r e  I  
c o u ld  r e a c h  y o u  b o y s  to  m a k e  th e  s p l i t  
L u n d y  c a l l e d  m e  b a c k .  H e ’d  h e a r d  w h a t  
h a p p e n e d  o u t  th e r e .  H e  to o k  t h e  m o n e y  
o ff  m e , to o k  m y  k n i f e ,  to o k  m y  g u n ,  a n d  
o r d e r e d  D o b e y  to  th r o w  m e  in  j a i l .  A s k  
D o b e y .”

“ H e ’d  lie  j u s t  a s  f a s t  a s  y o u ! ” g ro w le d  
A b e  D r i l l .  H e  s l a p p e d  P i n o s ’ e m p t y  g u n  
h o l s te r .  F e l t  f o r  h is  k n i f e .  “ B u t  I  r e c k o n  
y o u  a in ’t  l y i n ’. W h a t ’s  t h e  m a t t e r  w i th  
t h e  o ld  c o o t?  W h y  d id  h e  t u r n  o n  u s ?  W e  
u n d e r s to o d  h e  w a s  a  r i g h t  g u y .”

“ N o t  t h e  w a y  y o u  t h i n k , ”  s a id  P in o s .  
“ I  w a s  a f r a i d  t h e y ’d  b e  h e l l  a f t e r  y o u  b o y s  
s e t  f i re  to  th in g s  a n d  s h o t  t h e m  c o l t s .  A n d  
th e n  to  to p  i t ,  w e  h a d  to  k i l l  B o b  C a r e y — ”  

“We?” s n a r le d  D r i l l .  “ W h o 's  we, P i n o s ? ”  
T h e r e  w a s  a  s i le n c e . D r i l l  s p o k e  a g a in .  

“ T h e  o n ly  t h i n g  I  c a n  se e  t o  d o  is  to  b u m p  
L u n d y ,  c r a c k  t h a t  s a f e  o f  h is  a n d  d r i f t . ”  

“ W a i t ! ”  s a id  P in o s .  “ I  s t i l l  b e l ie v e  wre  
g o t  a  c h a n c e  to  g e t  L u n d y  to  b a c k  u s .  H e ’ll 
b e  in  a  b a d  h o le  i f  h e  d o n ’t  a n d  h e  k n o w s  i t .  
L e t ’s  s w e a r  i t  w a s  J e n e a u  t h a t  k i l l e d  t h e  
C a r e y  b o y s  a n d  t h e  f i r e  w a s  a n  a c c i d e n t .

W i t h  t h e  f iv e  o f  u s  a g a in s t  o n e  w e  c a n  p u t  
i t  o v e r .”

D r i l l  s t a r e d  h a r d  a t  S h e r i f f  D o b e y .
“ H o w  a b o u t  y o u ? ”  h e  g ro w le d .  “ W il l  

y o u  s t i c k ? ”
P in o s  s p o k e  f o r  t h e  s h e r if f .
“ O f  c o u r s e  h e  w ill ,  A b e ,  I  t o l d  y o u  h e  

w a s  a  r i g h t  g u y .  I f  i t  g o e s  t h e  o t h e r  w a y  
h e ’ll  h a v e  to  s lo p e  w i th  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s . ”

“ W e ’ll  t r y  i t ! ”  g ro w le d  D r i l l .  “ B u t  a t  
t h e  s a m e  t im e  w e ’ll  h a v e  h o r s e s  s a d d l e d  
a n d  r e a d y  j u s t  in  c a s e  i t  d o n ’t  g o  o v e r .  
W h e n  d o  w e  m a k e  th e  b i d ? ”

“ L e t ’s  w a i t  t i l l  n i g h t , ”  s a id  P in o s .
L u k e  L u n d y  w a s  p r o p p e d  o n  th e  c o u c h  

w i th  a  b a n d a g e  a b o u t  h i s  h e a d  w h e n  h e  
h e a r d  t h e m  c o m in g  u p  t h e  s t a i r s .  H e  h a d  
n o t  lo n g  r e c o v e r e d  c o n s c io u s n e s s .

“ L e t h a , ”  h e  s a id  q u i c k l y ,  “ t a k e  t h a t  g u n  
o f  P in o s ’s  a n d  g e t  in  y o u r  r o o m .”

T h e y  w e r e  a t  t h e  d o o r  t h e n  a n d  L e t h a  , 
d id  n o t  h a v e  t im e  to  te l l  h im  t h a t  t h e  g u n  
w a s  g o n e .  S h e  s l ip p e d  in t o  t h e  r o o m  j u s t  
a s  P in o s  s h o v e d  t h e  d o o r  o p e n  a n d  c a m e  
in ,  f o l lo w e d  b y  A b e  D r i l l  a n d  h i s  m e n . L u n 
d y  s w u n g  to  a  s i t t i n g  p o s i t i o n .

“ L u k e , ”  s a id  P in o s ,  “ w e  c o m e  to  te l l  y o u  
j i s t  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  o u t  a t  t h e  B a r  4 4 .”

“ T a l k ! ”  s a i d  L u n d y  s h o r t ly .
“ W h e n  w e  g o t  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  F r e n c h ie ,  

J e n e a u ,  w a s  th e r e ,  p l a y i n ’ p o k e r  a n d  d r in k -  
i n ’ w i t h  t h e  b o y s .  T h e y  h a d  a  g a l lo n  o f  
w h is k e y  a n d  w a s  a l l  d r u n k .  B o b , s ig n e d  
t h e  b i l l  o f  s a le  a n d  I  p a i d  fo r  t h e  h o r s e s .  
B o b  w a s  d r u n k — y o u  c a n  te l l  b y  t h e  s i g n a 
tu r e — -b u t n o t  so  d r u n k  b u t  w h a t  h e  k n o w e d  
w h a t  h e  w a s  d o i n ’. I  h a d  th e  d e a l  a l l  m a d e  
b e f o r e  I  w e n t  o u t . ”

“ W h a t  d id  y o u  t e l l  C l in c h  C a r e y  y o u  
w o u ld n ’t  t a k e  t h e  h o r s e s  f o r ? ”  a s k e d  L u n 
d y .

“ T o  g e t  ’e m  c h e a p e r , ”  r e p l i e d  P in o s  r e a d 
i ly .  “ C lin c h  w a s  to o  d r u n k  t h a t  n ig h t  to  
w r i t e  h is  n a m e ,  a n d  I  k n o w e d  i t  w a s n ’t  n e c 
e s s a r y .  W h e n  w e  w e n t  to  g e t  t h e  h o r s e s  
o u t  o f  t h e  p a s t u r e  a n d  c o r r a l s ,  o n e  o f  t h e  
b o y s  t h r o w e d  a w a y  a  c ig a r e t t e ,  a n d  i t  f i re d  
a  h a y  s t a c k .  T h e r e  w a s  a  s t r o n g  w in d  b lo w - 
i n ’ a n d  t h a t  s t a c k  f i r e d  th e  o th e r s  a n d  t h e  
b a r n .  W e  h a t e d  i t ,  L u k e ,  b u t  i t  w a s  j u s t  
a n  a c c i d e n t . ”

“ A n d  th e  k i l l i n g  o f  t h e  C a r e y  b o y s — t h a t  

w a s  a n  a c c i d e n t ,  t o o ? ”  s a i d  L u n d y  s a r c a s 
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t i c a l l y .
“ N o ,  t h a t  w a s n ’t  n o  a c c i d e n t .  A s  I  t o ld  

y o u ,  J e n e a u  a n d  th e  C a r e y  b o y s  w a s  g a m 
b l i n ’ a n d  d r u n k .  Y o u  k n o w  h o w  c r o o k e d  
j e n e a u  is w i th  c a r d s .  I  r e c k o n  h e  m u s t  
h a v e  g o t  a  l i t t l e  to o  r a w ,  b e c a u s e  a f t e r  wre ’d  
g o t  th e  h o r s e s  s t a r t e d  I  r o d e  b a c k  to  th e  
c a b in  t o  te l l  t h e  C a r e y  b o y s  w e ’d  d o  th e  
r i g h t  th i n g  a b o u t  t h e  f i re ,  b o th  o f  th e m  w a s  
d e a d  a n d  J e n e a u  w a s  g o n e . T h a t ’s  th e  
s t r a i g h t  o f  i t ,  L u k e ,  a n d  a l l  th e s e  b o y s  w ill  
b a c k  m e  in  i t . ”

“ W h y  d i d n ’t  y o u  te l l  m e  a b o u t  i t  w h e n  
y o u  f i r s t  c o m e  to  m e ? ”  d e m a n d e d  L u k e  
L u n d y .  P in o s  h a d  m a d e  a  m i g h ty  p la u s ib l e  
c a s e .

“ I  s h o u ld  h a v e ,”  c o n fe s s e d  P in o s .  “ B u t  
I  w a s  a f r a i d  y o u ’d  h o ld  u p  th e  m o n e y  o n  
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  f ire . A n d  i t  c o u ld n ’t  b e  
h e lp e d .  A n o th e r  t h i n g ,  I  h a t e d  to  s q u e a l  
o n  J e n e a u .  A s  I  s e e  i t .  i t  w a s  tw o  a g a in s t  
o n e , a n d  if  J e n e a u  c o m e  o u t  o n  to p  h e  c o u ld 
n ' t  b e  b la m e d  to o  m u c h .  M a y b e  th e  C a r e y  
b o y s  w a s  t r y i n ’ to  c r o o k  h im .  I  a i n ’t  s e e n  
h im  to  t a l k  t o  h im  y e t . ”

LU K E  L u n d y  w a s  p l a i n ly  im p r e s s e d .
“ C r o o k e d  a s  y o u  a r e ,  P in o s ,”  h e  

i s a i d ,  “ I  c a n ’t  b e l ie v e  y o u  a n d  D r i l l  
h e r e  w o u ld  r i d e  o u t  t h e r e ,  b u m  th e m  b u i l d 
in g s , s h o o t  th e  C a r e y  b o y s ,  d r iv e  o ff  t h e i r  
h o r s e s  a n d  e x p e c t  t o  g e t  a w a y  w i th  it-— n o t  
e v e n  in  a  c o u n t r y  l i k e  th i s .  W h a t  d o  y o u  
w a n t  m e  to  d o ? ”

" W e  w a n t  y o u  t o  s t a n d  b y  u s  if t h e  th i n g  
e v e r  c o m e s  to  t h e  c o u r t s , ”  s a i d  P in o s .

“ A n d  w e  w a n t  t h e  d in e r o  f o r  th e m  
h o r s e s ! ”  p u t  in  D r i l l  h a r s h ly .

ilWe!” s a id  L u n d y  p o in t e d ly .  “ I  u n d e r 
s to o d  P in o s  w a s  m a k in g  t h a t  d e a l . ”

“ I  a m ,  I  a m ,”  s a id  P in o s  h a s t i l y .  “ B u t  
I  p r o m is e d  th e m  a  l i t t l e  w h a c k  to  h e lp  m e  
h e r d  ’e m  in .  A n d  I  o w e d  A b e  s o m e  to  b o o t . ” 

“ F i r s t , ”  s a id  L u n d y ,  “ I  w a n t  t h e m  h o rs e ?  
t o o k  o u t  o f  m y  b a r n .  A n d  th e r e  w o n ’t  b e  
a n y  d e a l  m a d e  u n t i l  e v e r y t h in g  is  s t r a i g h t 
e n e d  u p .  I f  J e n e a u  k i l le d  th e  C a r e y  b o y s ,  
a s  y o u  s a y  h e  d id ,  a n d  that is  p r o v e n ,  th e n  
w e ’ll t a l k  b u s in e s s .  A n d  n o t  u n t i l  th e n .  I s  
t h a t  s a t i s f a c t o r y ? ”

“ S h o re , s h o r e ! ”  s a id  P in o s ,  a n d  n u d g e d  
A b e  D r i l l  t o  k e e p  s i le n t .

J u s t  t h e n  th e  d o o r  t o  L e t h a ’s  b e d r o o m

s w u n g  o p e n .  L e t h a  s to o d  th e r e ,  h e r  e y e s  
a b la z e ,  s c o r n  a n d  c o n te m p t  o n  h e r  fa c e .

“ L ie s !  l i e s ! ”  s h e  c r i e d .  “ F a t h e r ,  t h e y ’r e  
a l l  l ie s !  D o n ’t  y o u  b e l ie v e  a  w o r d -------- ”

“ L e t h a , ”  h e  s a id  q u ic k l y ,  “ l e t  m e  d e c id e  
th i s .  I  p r o m is e  y o u  ju s t i c e  s h a l l  b e  d o n e .  
T h e  k i l l e r  o f  B o b  a n d  C lin c h  C a r -------- ”

“ C lin c h  C a r e y  is  n o t  d e a d ! ”  s h e  c r ie d .  
“ I t  w a s  h im  t h a t  w a s  h e r e  t o d a y — ”  S h e  
s t o p p e d  s u d d e n l y ,  t h e n  s p o k e  in  a  c a lm e r  
v o ic e . “ I  know, f a t h e r .  C l in c h  is  n o t  d e a d .  
H e -------- ”

L ik e  a  s t r i k i n g  r a t t l e r  A b e  D r i l l  m o v e d .
“ C o v e r  L u n d y l ”  h e  h is s e d  a n d  l e a p e d  

s t r a i g h t  a t  L e th a .
S h e  s t e p p e d  b a c k  q u ic k l y  a n d  w h ip p e d  

f r o m  h e r  d r e s s  t h e  b ig  k n i f e  s h e  h a d  p ic k e d  
f r o m  th e  t a b l e  a s  s h e  w e n t  o u t .  D r i l l  
h u r t l e d  p a s t  h e r  a n d  s h e  s l a s h e d  a t  h im  
v ic io u s ly .  H e  w h ir l e d  a n d  k n o c k e d  h e r  
s e n s e le s s  w i th  a  s in g le  b lo w . L u n d y  w h o  
h a d  c o m e  s u r g in g  to  h i s  f e e t  w i th  a  r o a r ,  
w a s  s t r u c k  o v e r  t h e  h e a d  b y  t h e  g i a n t  
H o o s e  a n d  k n o c k e d  s e n s e le s s  a c r o s s  th e  
c o u c h .

“ G i t  b u s y  o n  th e  s a f e ,  P i n o s ! ”  s n a p p e d  
D r i l l .  “ I  t h o u g h t  t h a t  g u y  w a s  p h o n y  w h e n  
h e  p ic k e d  u p  th e  e m p t y  h u l l s . ”

“ B u t — ”  b e g a n  P in o s ,  s tu p e f ie d .
T h e  d o o r  c r e a k e d .  P in o s  w h ir l e d .  T h e r e  

s to o d  C l in c h ,  L o o k in g  h im  s t r a i g h t  in  th e  
fa c e .

“ H e l l ’s  h i n g e s ! ”  s c r e a m e d  P in o s ,  a n d  
w e n t  f o r  h is  g u n .

C lin c h  s h o t  h im  s t r a i g h t  t h r o u g h  th e  
b o d y  a n d  P in o s  w e n t  d o w n , d o u b le d ,  a n d  
s c r e a m in g  in  m o r t a l  a g o n y .  T h e n  A b e  
D r i l l ’s  g u n  s p o k e  a n d  C lin c h  s t a g g e r e d  
a g a in s t  t h e  d o o r  a s  th e  h e a v y  b a l l  to r e  
t h r o u g h  h im .  H e  c u t  D r i l l  d o w n  w i th  h is  
n e x t  s h o t ,  t h e n  w e n t  d e a t h l y  s i c k  a n d  l e a n e d  
a g a in s t  t h e  d o o r  f r a m e .

TH E  w in d o w  w a s  d a s h e d  to  f r a g m e n t s  
a n d  in  l e a p e d  b ig  B e n ,  lo n g  h a i r  f ly 
in g ,  a  g u n  in  h i s  h a n d  a n d  a  k n i f e  

in  h i s  t e e t h .  H e  s n a t c h e d  th e  k n i f e  o u t  
a n d  h u r l e d  i t  a t  tw o  m e n  le a p in g  a t  h im  
a n d  h is  s ix  s h o o te r  b e g a n  to  b o o m .

“ C u t  ’e m  d o w n ! ”  h e  r o a r e d .
O n e  o f  t h e  m e n  fe l l . A n o th e r  k e p t  c o m 

in g .  B ig  B e n  h u r l e d  t h e  g u n  a t  h im — h e  
w a s n ’t  w o r th  a  d a m n  w i th  a  s ix - s h o o te r
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a n y h o w — c a u g h t  t h e  m a n  a b o u t  t h e  m id d le  
a n d  h u r l e d  h im  c l e a r  a c r o s s  t h e  ro o m . T h e n  
th e  g i a n t  H o o s e ,  c a u g h t  h im  f r o m  b e h in d ,  
f o r e a r m  u n d e r  B e n ’s  c h in  a n d  s u r g e d  b a c k  
w i th  a l l  h i s  g r e a t  p o w e r .  B ig  B e n ’s  n e c k  
c r a c k e d  a n d  h is  e y e s  b u lg e d .  H e  b e a t  tire  
a i r  h e lp le s s ly  w i th  h i s  b ig  h a n d s .

T h e n  a  b a r e  b r o w n  a r m  r e a c h e d  in  f r o m  
th e  w in d o w , a  k n i f e  g l i n te d  in  th e  l a m p  
l ig h t ,  a n d  o ld  W il l ie ,  le a n in g  f a r  o v e r  th e  
s i ll ,  c u t  H o o s e ’s  t h r o a t  f r o m  e a r  to  e a r .

O v e r  in  th e  d o o r  C l in c h  s t i l l  r e m a in e d  
u p r i g h t ,  f i g h t in g  b a c k  th e  b l a c k n e s s  t h a t  
k e p t  r u s h in g  a t  h im .  T h r o u g h  th e  p o w d e r  
s m o k e  h e  s a w  L u k e  L u n d y  c o m e  to  a  s i t 
t i n g  p o s i t i o n  o n  th e  c o u c h .

H e  h a d  b e e n  lo o k in g  fo r  L u n d y ,  a n d  th e  
s ig h t  o f  h im  s e e m e d  to  s h o o t  n e w  p o w e r  
in to  h is  f a d in g  s ig h t .  H e  r a i s e d  h i s  g u n —  
i t  s e e m e d  to  w e ig h  a  to n ,  n o w — a n d  h e  
p u t  th e  s ig h t  f i r m ly  o n  a  s p o t  m id w a y  
b e tw e e n  L u k e  L u n d y ’s  e y e s .

“ L u n d y ,  y o u  h o u n d ,”  h e  s a id  w i th  
d e a d ly  f la tn e s s ,  “ y o u  d i d n ’t  g iv e  B o b  a  
c h a n c e — y o u  s h o t  h im  in  t h e  b a c k .  B u t  I ’m  
s b o o t in ' y o u  r i g h t  b e tw e e n  th e  e y e s ! ”

A n d  th e n ,  s in c e  th e  b l a c k n e s s  w a s  c o m in g  
b a c k  a t  h im  a g a in ,  h e  s q u e e z e d  th e  t r ig g e r  
q u ic k ly .  W i t h  th e  r o a r  o f  th e  g u n ,  L u k e  
L u n d y  d r o p p e d  l ik e  a  p o le d  o x .

I t  w a s  d a y l ig h t .  T h e  s u n  w a s  s h in in g .
C l in c h  c o u ld  s e e  i t  g le a m in g  o n  th e  t r e e  

to p s  t h r o u g h  a  w in d o w . H e  w a s  in  b e d ,  h e  
d i s c o v e r e d .  A  b ig , h ig h - p o s te d  b e d  w i th  a  
c o v e r  a s  w h i te  a s  s n o w  t h a t  r u s t l e d  w h e n  
h e  s t i r r e d  a n d  m o v e d  h is  le g s  s l ig h t ly .

E v e n  t h a t  s l ig h t  m o v e m e n t  b r o u g h t  a  r e 
s p o n s e .  A  c o o l h a n d  to u c h e d  h is  f o r e h e a d .  
T w o  e y e s  o f  b lu e  lo o k e d  d o w n  o n  h im  w i th  
s e r e n e  a u th o r i t y .

“ Y o u  m u s t  l ie  p e r f e c t l y  s t i l l ! ”  s a id  L e t h a  
L u n d y  c le a r ly ,  f i rm ly .

C l in c h  c o n s id e r e d  th i s  a m a z in g  s i t u a t io n .  
H e  f e l t  a l l  w a s h e d  o u t — w e a k  a s  w a te r  a n d  
w h e n  h e  t r i e d  to  b r e a t h e  d e e p ly ,  i t  s e e m e d  
t h a t  a  k n if e ,  w a s  b e in g  tw is te d  in s id e  l i is  
c h e s t .  B u t  h e  r e m e m b e r e d ,  c le a r ly ,  t h a t  h e  
h a d  d r o p p e d  L u k e  L u n d y  w i th  h is  l a s t  s h o t ,  
a n d  h e  d i d n ’t  w a n t  a n y  m i s t a k e  a b o u t  t h a t .

“ T a k i n ’ m ig h ty  g o o d  c a r e  o f  a  m a n  t h a t  
k i l le d  y o u r  f a t h e r ,  a i n ’t  y o u ? ” h e  s a id .

“ Y o u  d i d n ’t  k i l l  f a t h e r ,  C l in c h .  Y o u  ju s t  
t h o u g h t  y o u  d id .  Y o u  t h o u g h t  h e  k i l le d  
B o b ,  d i d n ’t  y o u ? ”

“ T h e  b u l l e t— t h e  g u n --------”  h e  b e g a n .
S h e  n o d d e d .
“ T h a t  w a s  P e t e  F i n o s ’s g u n .  F a t h e r  

to o k  i t  f r o m  h im  t h a t  m o r n in g .  I t  w a s  
P e t e  P in o s  t h a t  s h o t  y o u r  b r o t h e r .  F a t h e r  
h a d  n o th i n g  to  d o  w ith  t h a t — t h a t  r a id .  
C a n  y o u  b e l ie v e  t h a t ? ”

“ I t  a i n ’t  v e r y  h a r d  to  b e l ie v e  a n y t h i n g  
y o u  te l l  m e ,”  h e  r e p l ie d .  “I ’m  s h o r e  g la d  
I  m is s e d .  W h e n  d id  y o u  g e t  o n  to  m e —  
w h e n  w e  h a d  t h a t  b a t t l e  a n d  y o u  s t a r t e d  
t o  e a t  m e  a l i v e ? ”

S h e  c o lo r e d  a n d  n o d d e d .
H e  lo o k e d  o u t  t h e  w in d o w . H e a r d  t h e  

r u m b le  o f  t h e  s t a g e  a n d  b ig  B e n  B a s s ’s  
m i g h ty  “ W h o a ! ”

“ S o  th e  m u s t a c h e  d i d n ’t  fo o l  y o u ? ”  h e  
s a id .

S h e  l e a n e d  o v e r  a n d  lo o k e d  in to  h is  e y e s . 
S h e  w a s  c lo s e , m i g h ty  c lo s e . H e  c o u ld  fe e l 
h e r  b r e a t h  o n  h i s  fa c e .

“ N o ,”  s h e  r e p l ie d ,  s o f t ly ,  “ i t  d i d n ’t fo o l 
in e — m u c h .  B u t  I  l ik e  y o u  b e t t e r — w ith o u t  
i t ! ”

C lin c h  lo o k e d  u p  a t  h e r .
“ P r o v e  i t ! ”  h e  s a id .
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I f  your dealer cannot supply you, 
mail 10c to Dept. NF-2, S tar Blade 
Division,S8 Johnson St., Bklyn.,N.Y.
fit CSH



GUN SLINGER
By

W illiam  Qardner 
Bell

CHEROKEE SLIM was a g u n m an , 
Som e said th a t  he co u ld n ’t  be b ea t; 

B u t th e re ’s alw ays a n o th e r  t h a t ’s faste r, 
T h a t th e  m aste r is su re  bound  to  m eet.

Now C herokee’s reign was a long one,
For i t  seem ed none could equal h is  draw ; 

And because of h is bad rep u ta tio n ,
He’d been forced to  s teer clear of th e  law.

T here was m any  who claim ed h im  a ru stle r , 
T hough  he h a d n ’t  been cau g h t in  th e  a c t;

So th e  law m en had  w atched  h im  an d  w aited  
Till th e  c la im  could be proved solid fac t.

They had  figured th a t  som eday h e ’d slip -up ,
And th e n ’s w hen th e  law ’s chance  w ould com e;

They could stick  h im  aw ay for a n ice l it tle  s tre tc h  
W here he w ou ldn’t  have use for h is  gun .

B u t th e  law never got h im  for ru s t l in ’,
For h e ’d one day got h a rd  while in  tow n,

And h e ’d s ta r te d  to  bully  a cowboy 
W ho wore h is  six-shooter tied  dow n.

F irs t th e  cowboy had  stood for h is n ag g in ’,
Till th e  crowd really  th o u g h t he lacked s a n d ;

B u t w hen S lim  loudly called h im  a cow ard,
T he cowboy h ad  soon called h is  h a n d .

Slim  d id n ’t  feel a t  ail nervous,
For he th o u g h t he was fo rk ed -lig h tn in ’ fa s t;

B ut h is gun  h a d n ’t  hard ly  got leveled,
W hen h is body was shocked by a b las t . . .

Even th e  best m eet th e ir  m aste r,
And in  th is  case th e  law m en were glad,

T h a t th e  m as te r  was som eone whose in s tin c ts , 
Would lead to  th e  good, n o t th e  bad.
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In the torturing flames of a mountain forest fire a blood feud flares 
to a bullet-laden climax.

a  g a le . F o r  a  w e e k , th e  h o r i z o n  h a d  b e e n  
r e d  a n d  h a z y  w i th  s m o k e  f r o m  f o r e s t  f i r e s  
r a g in g  s o m e w h e r e  in  t h e  h ig h  S ie r r a s .  T h e  
r e d  d e m o n  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  w o u ld  s w e e p  
th r o u g h  h u n d r e d s  o f  s q u a r e  m ile s  o f  v i r g in  
t i m b e r ,  if  f a n n e d  b y  a  g a le . T h e  p r e s e n t  
f i r e s  w e re  s e v e n t y  o r  e ig h t y  m ile s  d i s t a n t ,  
a n d  y e t  G a b e  h a d  th e  c o n s t a n t  f e e l in g  o f  
u n e a s in e s s  c o m m o n  to  m o u n t a in e e r s  d u r in g  
t h e  s e a s o n  o f  f i re  h a z a r d .

B u t  t h e  sc o w l w h ic h  k n o t t e d  h is  b la c k  
h e a v y  b ro w s  a n d  t i g h t e n e d  h i s  b e a r d e d  l ip s  
w a s  d u e  to  a  m a t t e r  m o r e  d e f in i t e  a n d  
p e r s o n a l  t h a n  h is  s u b c o n s c io u s  f e a r  o f  f ire . 
H e  s t e p p e d  w i th in  th e  lo n g ,  b a r n l ik e  m ill 
s h e d  a s  t h e  w in d  r a t t l e d  th e  s h a k e s  o n  th e  
r o o f .  T h e  v a g r a n t  b r e e z e  p a s s e d  o n ,  l e a v 
in g  a n  e m p t y ,  b r o o d in g  h u s h  th r o u g h o u t  th e  
m ill  b u i ld in g  in  w h ic h  th e  b ig  c i r c u la r  s a w s  
h a d  h u m m e d  d a i ly  d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r  
m o n th s .  A  t r i c k l in g  s p la s h  o f  w a te r  f r o m  
th e  s p i l lw a y  m a d e  a  lo n e s o m e  s o u n d , T h e
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A G U S T  o f  w a rm  w in d  sw 'ish e d  d o w n  
th e  m o u n ta in s id e ,  p ic k in g  u p  th e  
r e s in o u s  s c e n t  o f  p in e  t r e e s  t h a t  
s w e l te r e d  u n d e r  th e  h o t  a f t e r n o o n  

s u n .  G a b e  Z im w a l t ,  c ro s s in g  h is  m ill  y a r d  
b e tw e e n  s t a c k s  o f  b r i g h t  n e w  lu m b e r ,  
g la n c e d  u p  a t  th e  w a v in g  p in e  t i p s  a s  h e  
h e a r d  th e  ru s h in g  a p p r o a c h  o f  th e  b re e z e . 
T h e  s u l t r y  w e a th e r  in  la t e  S e p te m b e r ,  c o u 
p le d  w i th  f r e a k i s h  a i r  d r a f t s  f o r e s h a d o w e d
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h u g e  w a te r  w h e e l  w a s  n o t  tu r n in g .  F o r  
G a b e  h a d  c lo s e d  h i s  m i l l  f o r  t h e  s e a s o n .

T o d a y  h e  w a lk e d  th r o u g h  th e  m ill  s h e d  
w i th o u t  g la n c in g  a b o u t ,  w i th o u t  h i s  u s u a l  
in t e r e s t  a n d  p r id e  o f  o w n e r s h ip .  H e  s t r o d e  
in to  th e  to o l ro o m , o p e n e d  a  c h e s t  a n d  
l i f t e d  o u t  a  n e w  W in c h e s te r  r e p e a t in g  
r if le . A lm o s t  c a r e s s in g ly  h e  f i n g e re d  th e  
b la c k ,  s h in y  b a r r e l  a n d  th e  p o l i s h e d  h a r d 
w o o d  s to c k .  A t  o d d  t im e s ,  h e  h a d  w o rk e d  
o n  th e  g u n  to  m a k e  i t  o p e r a t e  a s  s m o o th ly  
a s  f lo w in g  o il . H e  h a d  f i le d  th e  t r ig g e r  c a tc h  
u n t i l  th e  s l ig h t e s t  p r e s s u r e  w o u ld  r e le a s e  
th e  h a m m e r .  B a c k  w o o d s m a n  f a s h io n ,  h e  
h a d  e n d o w e d  th e  w e a p o n  w i th  a  s o r t  o f 
p e r s o n a l i t y  t h a t  w a s  r e s p o n s iv e  to  h is  e x p e r t  
to u c h .

S i t t i n g  o n  th e  to o l c h e s t ,  h e  f i l le d  th e  
r i f le  m a g a z in e  f r o m  a  n e w  b o x  o f  m e t a l 
n o s e d  b u l le ts .  H is  m o t io n s  w e re  s lo w  a n d  
m e c h a n ic a l .  S e v e ra l  r e a s o n s  h a d  p r o m p te d  
G a b e  to  s e n d  out. f o r  t h e  s te e l - n o s e d  b u l 
l e t s .  H e  h a d  p r i d e  in  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  
a c r a c k  s h o t .  A n d  h e  h a d  th e  s p o r t s m a n 
l ik e  id e a  o f  h i t t i n g  h i s  g a m e  in  a  v i t a l  p a r t ,  
in s te a d  o f  t e a r in g  i t  to  p ie c e s  w i th  s o f t  b u l 
le t s  f r o m  a  h ig h - p o w e r e d  g u n .  B e s id e s ,  h e  
b e l ie v e d  t h a t  a  s t e e l - c a p p e d  b u l l e t  w a s  le s s  
a p t  to  b e  d e f le c te d  b y  tw ig s  w h e n  s h o o t in g  
a  d e e r  t h r o u g h  th e  b r u s h .

AN D  y e t  h is  th o u g h t s  w e re  f a r  f r o m  
d e e r  h u n t i n g ,  a s  h e  lo a d e d  th e  r i f le . 

l. H e  in j e c te d  a  c a r t r i d g e  in to  t h e  
b r e e c h  a n d  lo w e re d  th e  h a m m e r  w i th  h is  
th u m b .  A  te n s e n e s s  m a r k e d  h is  a t t i t u d e  a s  
h e  s to o d  u p ,  b u g g in g  th e  r i f le  to  h is  s id e . 
W i th  s w if t  s t r id e s ,  h e  c ro s s e d  th e  i n t e r io r  
o f  th e  m ill s h e d  to  t h e  p a r t l y  o p e n  s id e  
w h ic h  o v e r lo o k e d  h is  tw o - s to r y  f r a m e  
d w e ll in g .

T h e  h o u s e  s to o d  a t  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  tw o  h u n 
d r e d  y a r d s  b e y o n d  th e  m ill  s t r e a m .  I t  
f a c e d  th e  d u s t y  w a g o n  r o a d  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  
o n ly  a  p a c k  t r a i l  w h e n  G a b e  Z im w a l t  h a d  
f i r s t  s e t t l e d  a t  th e  h e a d  o f  B e a r  C r e e k  
M e a d o w s .

A lth o u g h  th e  p a r k l ik e  f o r e s ts  o f  y e llo w  
a n d  s u g a r  p in e  s lo p e d  g e n t l y  d o w n  to  th e  
m e a d o w s , G a b e  h a d  n o t  t h o u g h t  o f  o p e r a t 
in g  a  s a w  m i l l  w h e n  h e  h a d  s e le c te d  h is  
h o m e  s i te .  T h e  b r o a d  g r e e n  v a l l e y  h a d  a p 
p e a le d  to  h im  f o r  s to c k  r a i s in g  a n d  f a r m in g .

A s  th e  l a n d  h a d  n o t  b e e n  s u r v e y e d ,  h e  
h a d  s im p ly  s q u a t t e d  a n d  h a d  b e g u n  c a r v in g  
h is  h o m e  out. o f  th e  w ild e r n e s s .  O th e r s  h a d  
lo c a te d  n e a r  h im ,  d o in g  lik ew ise .. A n d , 
a f t e r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s u r v e y  h a d  b e e n  m a d e ,  
G a b e  h a d  e x p e c te d  to  l o c a t e  h i s  h o m e s te a d  
o n  m e a d o w  l a n d  b e lo w  h is  f irs t c a b in  w h ic h  
h a d  s to o d  a t  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  p in e  w o o d s .

B u t  h i s  n e a r e s t  n e ig h b o r ,  J o h n  M a d d o c k ,  
h a d  b e a te n  h is  s q u a t t e r ’s r i g h t  to  th e  
m e a d o w  la n d ,  m e r e ly  b y  b e in g  th e  f i r s t  to  
file  a  c la im . T h e  r e s u l t i n g  q u a r r e l  b e tw e e n  
G a b e  Z im w a l t  a n d  J o h n  M a d d o c k  h a d  
r i p e n e d  to  a  r i f le  d u e l  in  w h ic h  G a b e  h a d  
k i l l e d  M a d d o c k .  B u t  t h a t  h a d  n o t  e n d e d  
th e  f e u d .  M a d d o c k ’s  o ld e s t  b o y ,  D a c e ,  h a d  
s w o rn  to  a v e n g e  h is  f a t h e r ’s  d e a th .  D a c e ,  
o f  c o u r s e ,  h a d  b e lie v e d  h is  f a t h e r  to  b e  in  
t h e  r i g h t  o f  th e  a r g u m e n t .  S o  f a r ,  y o u n g  
M a d d o c k  h a d  b e e n  r e s t r i c t e d  b y  h i s  m o t h 
e r ’s  w is h e s .  H e  h a d  r e a c h e d  m a n h o o d  
w i th o u t  fu l f i l l in g  h i s  v o w  o f  v e n g e a n c e .  
S t i l l  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  a  r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  B e a r  
C re e k  s e t t l e m e n t  w h o  d o u b te d  t h a t  h e  w a s  
l iv in g  w i th  t h e  p u r p o s e  in  v ie w . I t  w a s  
p u b l i c ly  u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  g o  p r e 
p a r e d  to  k i l l ,  i f  h e  s h o u ld  e v e r  s e t  fo o t 
o n  Z im w a l t  V p r o p e r ty .

G a b e  h im s e l f  h a d  n e v e r  o v e rc o m e  h is  
s e n s e  o f  i n j u r y ,  d e s p i te  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  h a d  
p r o s p e r e d  a s  a  m i l l  m a n .  S in c e  M a d d o c k ’s  
so n  h a d  s w o rn  r e v e n g e ,  G a b e  f e l t  t h a t  th e  
a f f a i r  w a s  n o t  c lo s e d .  A n d  h e  d id  n o t  i n 
t e n d  to  b e  c a u g h t  n a p p in g .  G a t e ’s  m o u n 
ta i n e e r  f o r e b e a r s  h a d  s e t t l e d  a r g u m e n t s  b y  
e x c h a n g in g  a  l i f e  f o r  a  l i f e ,  a s  lo n g  a s  a  
m e m b e r  o f  a n  o p p o s in g  c la n  r e m a in e d .  
M o s t  o f  h i s  n e ig h b o r s  a ls o  u n d e r s to o d  th e  
h i l l m a n ’s  c o d e .  T h e y  h a d  le f t  h o m e s  in  th e  
S o u th  b e f o r e  s e t t l i n g  in  t h e  W e s t .

L o o k in g  o u t  f r o m  h is  m i l l  s h e d ,  G a b e  
s to o d  a t  g ji a n g le  w h ic h  p e r m i t t e d  h im  to  
se e  i n to  t h e  a t t i c  o f  b i s  h o u s e  th r o u g h  a  
w in d o w  w h ic h  g a v e  h im  a n  u n o b s t r u c t e d  
v ie w  o f  th e  o p p o s i te  w in d o w . T h e  u p p e r  
s t o r y  o f  t h e  b u i ld in g  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  p a r 
t i t io n e d .  G a b e  h a d  c o n v e r t e d  i t  i n t o  s le e p 
in g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  so m e  o f  h i s  m ill  h a n d s .  
S in c e  h e  b a d  s h u t  d o w n  th e  m i l l ,  t h e  a t t i c  
w ^ s  v a c a n t ,  H e  c o u ld  s e e  th e  a f t e r n o o n  s u n  
s s i p i p g  in  th r o u g h  th e  w e s tw a r d  w in d o w . 
T h e n  s u d d e n l y  t h e  s u n l ig h t  w a s  s h u t  o u t  a s  
a  b l i n d  w a s  d r a w n  d o w n . G a b e ’s  b e a r d e d
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f e a tu r e s  c o n v u ls e d  w i th  s u d d e n  w r a th .
L a t e l y  h e  h a d  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  lo w e r 

in g  o f  t h a t  b l i n d  w a s  a  s ig n a l  w h ic h  c o u ld  
b e  s e e n  a t  th e  M a d d o c k  R a n c h .  I n  h i s  o w n  
h o u s e ,  t h e r e  w a s  b u t  o n e  p e r s o n  w h o  c o u ld  
h a v e  d r a w n  d o w n  th e  w in d o w  s h a d e .  S in c e  
h i s  w i f e ’s  d e a th ,  G a b e ’s  h o u s e h o ld  h a d  c o n 
s i s te d  o f  h im s e l f  a n d  h is  d a u g h te r ,  M y r a .

IM P E L L E D  b y  a n  u n r e a s o n in g  r a g e ,  
G a b e  t u r n e d  a w a y .  H e  c l im b e d  d o w n  
th e  b r a c e - b e a m s  to  th e  p la n k in g  u n d e r  

th e  w a te r  w h e e l ,  th e n  s t e a l t h i l y  m a d e  h is  
w a y  th r o u g h  th e  a ld e r  t h i c k e t  u p  a lo n g  th e  
c r e e k .  A b o u t  a  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  a b o v e  th e  
m ill ,  h e  c ro s s e d  th e  c r e e k  a n d  e n t e r e d  th e  
w o o d s , w a lk in g  s i le n t ly  a n d  f a s t .  F o r  a  
s h o r t  d i s t a n c e ,  h e  fo l lo w e d  a n  a s c e n d in g  
s k id w a y  o n  w h ic h  h e  h a d  p u l l e d  s u g a r  p in e  
lo g s  c u t  f ro m  th e  t i m b e r  c la im  t h a t  b e 
lo n g e d ,  r e a l ly ,  to  M y r a .  A t  h e r  f a t h e r ’s 
b e h e s t ,  M y r a  h a d  f iled  o n  th e  c la im  a s  so o n  
a s  s h e  h a d  r e a c h e d  th e  le g a l  a g e .
. P u f f in g  a n d  p e r s p i r i n g  f r o m  h i s  c l im b , 
G a b e  p r e s s e d  in to  a  t h i c k e t  o f  b u c k  b r u s h  
f ro m  w h ic h  h e  c o u ld  lo o k  o u t  in  t h e  d i r e c 
t io n  o f  h is  h o u s e .  T h e  o n e  h e  e x p e c te d  to  
se e  so o n  a p p e a r e d  a s c e n d in g  a  s h a d o w e d  
g la d e  a m o n g  th e  t r e e s .  T h e  g ir l  w a lk e d  w ith  
l i th e  g r a c e ,  u n h a m p e r e d  b y  h e r  w id e  s k i r t s  
o f  c h e c k e r e d  g in g h a m . S h e  w a s  t a l l ,  h e r  
d a r k ,  s t r a i g h t  h a i r  fell in  tw o  h e a v y  b r a id s  
o v e r  h e r  h ig h ,  p lu m p  b o s o m . S t r o l l in g  
a lo n g  le i s u r e ly ,  s h e  n e a r e d  th e  th i c k e t  in  
w h ic h  G a b e  w a i te d .  S h e  t u r n e d  a s id e  to  
p a s s  a r o u n d  th e  b r u s h .  A n  a m u s e d  s m ile  
f la s h e d  a c ro s s  h e r  l ip s  a s  a  g r a y  s q u i r r e l  
s c a m p e r e d  f i f ty  f e e t  u p  th e  h u g e  b o le  o f  a  
s u g a r  p in e  a n d  th e n  t u r n e d  to  e y e  h e r  
s a u c i ly ,  c u r l in g  h is  b u s h y  ta i l .

G a b e  s t e p p e d  o u t  f ro m  h is  h id in g  p la c e  
a n d  c o n f r o n te d  h e r  s t a r t l e d  g la n c e  a s  sh e  
tu r n e d  s w if t ly .  F o r  a n  i n s t a n t ,  h e  c a u g h t  
a  lo o k  o f  p le a s e d  e x p e c t a n c y  in  h e r  s m il in g  
l ip s  a n d  e y e s . T h e n  h e r  f a c e  p a le d ,  h e r  
d a r k  e y e s  w id e n e d  a s  s h e  i n t e r p r e t e d  (h e  
m e a n in g  o f  h is  g lo w e r in g  e x p re s s io n .

G a b e ’s  a n g e r  h e ig h te n e d  a t  th e  s ig n  o f  
h e r  s u d d e n  f r ig h t .  H e  s p o k e  in  a  h ig h -  
p i t c h e d ,  r a s p in g  to n e .

“ G a l,  I  n e v e r  c o u n te d  o n  l i v i n ’ to  se e  
th e  d a y  th e t  m y  o w n  f le s h  a n d  b lo o d  w o u ld  
b e t r a y  m e l ”

C o lo r  s lo w ly  r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  g i r l ’s  
c h e e k s .  S h e  c la s p e d  h e r  h a n d s  a t  h e r  w a is t  
a n d  a  f l a r e  o f  d e f ia n c e  r e p la c e d  th e  f r i g h t  
in  h e r  e y e s . S h e  m a d e  n o  a t t e m p t  to  fe ig n  
in n o c e n c e .

“  T e a r s  l ik e  y o u ’v e  f o u n d  o u t ,  p a w ,”  s h e  
s a id .  “ S in c e  y o u  k n o w  I ’v e  b in  a  c o rn in ’ 
h e r e  to  m e e t  D a c e  M a d d o c k ,  y o u  m i g h t  a s  
w e ll k n o w  t h a t  h e  a n d  I  in t e n d  to  m a r r y ! ” 

A s  th o u g h  d a z e d  b y  a  b lo w , G a b e  s t r u g 
g le d  to  s t e a d y  h i s  r e e l in g  s e n s e s . H e  s h o o k  
h is  h e a d  l ik e  a  p u n c h  d iz z y  f ig h te r .

“ Y o u — y o u ------- ”  h e  f r o th e d ,  c h o k in g .
“ Y o u  k e n  s t a n d  h e r e  a f o r e  m e  a n d  s p e a k  
th e  n a m e  o ’ M a d d o c k  to  m y  fa c e ?  Y o u  k e n  
t u r n  a g e n  y o r e  o w n  f a t h e r  f e r  a  m a n  t h e t ’s  
b o u n d e n  b y  o a t h  to  s e t  f o o t  o n  m y  la n d  
to  k il l  m e ?  S o , h e ’s  b e e n  b o ld e n  e n o u g h  
to  c a r r y  o n  w i t h  y o u ,  r i g h t  h e r e  o n  m y  o w n  
p r o p i ty !  A n d  h im  s w o rn  to  s h o o t  m e  o n  
s ig h t ,  if  I  k e t c h  h im  h e r e ! ”

“ N o ! ”  th e  g ir l  c r i e d .  “ D a c e  a i n ’t  s e t  
n a r y  f o o t  o n  y o u r  la n d !  W e ’v e  m e t  o n  m y  
l a n d — m y  t i m b e r  c la im . H e  d o n ’t  a n y  m o re  
w a n t  to  k i l l  y o u ,  p a w . E v e n  If  h e  c a n ’t  f o r 
g e t  y o u  k i l le d  h is  f a t h e r .  A n d  h e  d o n ’t  a im
e v e r  to  s e t  f o o t  o n  y o u r  l a n d -------- ”

A ll o f  th e  o ld  e n m i ty  f l a r e d  a n e w  in  G a b e  
Z im w a l t .

“ J o h n  M a d d o c k  ro b b e d  m e  b y  a  d i r t y ,  
lo \v -r ta w n  t r i c k ! ” h e  b la z e d .  “ I  o n ly  k i l le d  
h im  d e f e n d i n ’ m y  l i f e .  H i s  b o y ’s  th e  s a m e  
k in d  o f  a  y e l l a r  s n e a k — l u r i n ’ y o u  o u t  f ro m  
u n d e r  m y  v e r y  n o s e !  T h e t  y o u n g  h o u n ’ is  
o n ly  f o o l in ’ y o u ,  g a l.  H e ’s  o n ly  d o i n ’ i t  to  
f e tc h  m e  lo w . H e  p l a y i n ’ y o u  a  s c u r v y  
M a d d o c k  t r i c k ! ”

M y r a ’s  c o lo r  h e ig h te n e d .  S h e  s to o d  e r e c t ,  
d e f i a n t .

“ P a w , I  k n o w e d  i t  w a s  c o r n in ’ to  th is ,  
s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r , ”  s h e  s a id .  “ D a c e  a n d  I  h a v e  
b e e n  f i g u r in ’ o n  i t  fo r  a  lo n g  t im e .  H im  n o r  
m e  a i n ' t  to  b la m e  f o r  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  a tw e e n  
y o u  a n d  h is  f a t h e r .  I t  a i n ’t r i g h t  t h a t  y o u  
s h o u ld  s t a n d  in  th e  w a y  o f  u s  m a r r y i n ’. ” 

G a b e  .gave a  g r a t i n g  la u g h .  “ I ’ll s a y  a s  to  
t h e  r i g h t  a n d  w ro n g  o ’ i t !  ”  h e  s to r m e d .  “ I ' l l  
d o  a s  I  s e e  f i t t i n ’ f e r  y o u ,  b e i n ’s  y o u ’v e  
d o n e  lo s t  y o r  o w n  h e a d .  N o w  y o u  k e n  t r o t  
b a d e  to  t h e  h o u s e — —

“ D o  y o u  a im  to  m in d  m e , g a l ? ”  h e  d e 
m a n d e d  a s  s h e  c o n t in u e d  to  fa c e  h im . “ I  
s a id ,  g o  b a c k  to  t h e  h o u s e  1”



STEEL JACKETS 91

M y r a ’s  g la n c e  d a r t e d  to  t h e  r i f le  i n  h is  
h a n d .  H o r r i f i e d ,  h e r  g a z e  l i f t e d  to  h is .

“ P a w ,  y o u ’r e  a im in ’ to  g o  g u n n i n ’ f o r  
D a c e ! ”  s h e  a c c u s e d .  “ W a s n ’t  i t  e n o u g h  t h a t  
y o u  k i l le d  h is  f a t h e r ? ”

“ I  a im  to  s e t t l e  m y  a f f a i r s  a tw e e n  m a n  
a n d  m a n ,”  G a b e  a s s e r te d .  “ M u s t  I  h e v ’ to  
w h o p  y o u ,  g a l ,  to  m a k e  y o u  m in d ?  I f  th e  
y o u n g  w h e lp  w a s  to  k i l l  m e , I  r e c k o n  y o u  
c o u ld  g o  a h e a d  a n d  m a r r y  h im .  B u t  n o t  
o n t i l  th e n ,  y o u  h a i n ’t !  N o w , a i r e  y o u  
a - g o in ’ h o m e ? ”

“ N o ! ”  c r i e d  M y r a ,  t r y i n g  to  d a s h  b y  
h im . “ I ’m  a -g o in  t o  te l l  D a c e ! ”

G a b e  t h r u s t  o u t  h i s  th i c k  a r m  a n d  
b lo c k e d  h e r .  S h e  t r i e d  t o  s c r e a m  a  w a r n 
in g  to  t h e  y o u th  w h o  m ig h t  b e  o n  h i s  w a y  
to m e e t  h e r .  B u t  h e r  f a t h e r ’s  h e a v y  h a n d  
p r e s s e d  h e r  c r i e s  b a c k  a g a in s t  h e r  l ip s .

G a b e  r e a l iz e d  t h a t  h is  d a u g h te r  w a s  n o  
lo n g e r  a  c h i ld  to  b e  s e n t  h o m e  b y  a  w h ip 
p in g .  I n  h is  d e s p e r a te  f u r y ,  h e  b e l ie v e d  
t h a t  h e  w a s  a c t i n g  f o r  t h e  b e s t .  H e  fo r c e d  
M y r a ,  k ic k in g  a n d  s t r u g g l in g ,  b a c k  a g a in s t  
a  f i r  s a p l in g  a n d  t i g h t l y  b o u n d  h e r  h a n d s  
to  h e r  b a c k  a r o u n d  th e  y o u n g  t r e e  t r u n k .  
H e  to r e  o ff h e r  g in g h a m  d re s s  s le e v e , 
tw is te d  i t  a n d  u s e d  i t  to  m u ffle  h e r  s c r e a m s . 
M a k in g  s u r e  t h a t  s h e  w a s  s e c u r e ly  f a s te n e d ,  
h e  p ic k e d  u p  h is  r i f le  a n d  s t r o d e  o n  w i th o u t  
a  w o rd  o r  a  b a c k w a r d  g la n c e .

FO R  n e a r l y  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  m i le ,  h e  
h u r r i e d  o n  a m o n g  t h e  p in e s .  H e  p r o 
c e e d e d  w a r i l y ,  w a tc h in g  th e  s h o r t  

f o r e s t  l a n e s  t o w a r d  th e  c o u n ty  r o a d .  H e  
m a d e  a  c lo s e  g u e s s  a t  t h e  p la c e  w h e r e  M y r a  
a n d  D a c e  M a d d o c k  h a d  b e e n  m e e t in g .  I t  
w o u ld  b e  o n  h is  d a u g h t e r ’s  t i m b e r  l a n d ,  a t  a  
p o in t  w h ic h  th e  n e ig h b o r  y o u t h  c o u ld  r e a c h  
w i t h o u t c r o s s in g G a b e ’s o w n p r o p e r t y .  T h e r e  
w a s  a  m e a n d e r in g  s w a le , t h i n l y  t im b e r e d ,  
b y  w h ic h  D a c e  c o u ld  a p p r o a c h ,  a v o id in g  
u n d e r g r o w th  a n d  y o u n g  t r e e  th i c k e t s .

G a b e  s e le c te d  h is  p la c e  o f  c o n c e a lm e n t  
b e h in d  a  p ile  o f  t im b e r  s l a s h in g s  t h a t  h a d  
b e e n  le f t  a f t e r  t h e  s u m m e r ’s lo g g in g .  H e  
w a i te d  im p a t i e n t l y ,  f a n n in g  th e  g n a t s  f ro m  
h is  m o is t  fa c e .  H e  d i d n ’t  k n o w  th e  exac t, 
w o rk in g s  o f  t h e  s ig n a l  s y s te m  b e tw e e n  
M y r a  a n d  h e r  lo v e r ,  b u t  h e  s u p p o s e d  t h a t  
D a c e  M a d d o c k  w o u ld  a r r iv e  to  k e e p  th e  
t r y s t  a s  s o o n  a f t e r  s e e in g  t h a t  d r a w n  w in 

d o w  b l i n d  a s  h e  c o u ld  m a k e  i t .
A s  h e  w a i te d ,  G a b e ’s t e m p e r  r e a c h e d  a n  

e x p lo s iv e  p o in t  . H e  h a d  n e a r l y  d e c id e d  to  
w a lk  d o w n  to  t h e  M a d d o c k  R a n c h ,  w h e n  h e  
h e a r d  t h e  c a w in g  o f  a  m o u n t a in  b lu e  j a y  
a n d  t h e n  g l im p s e d  a  t a n - j a c k e t e d  f ig u re  
s t r i d i n g  s w if t ly  t o w a r d  h im  a m o n g  th e  tr e e s . 
H e  re c o g n iz e d  D a c e  M a d d o c k  a n d  n o te d  
t h a t  D a c e  w a s  c a r r y in g  a  r i f le .  I n  h is  
s e e th in g  t e m p e r ,  h e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  y o u t h ’s 
w e a p o n  a s  e v id e n c e  o f  a  c h a l l e n g e  to  h im 
se lf .

T h e  a p p r o a c h i n g  t r e s p a s s e r  s e e m e d  to  b e  
w a tc h in g  th e  n o is y  j a y  b i r d  a s  i t  f le w  z ig 
z a g g in g  b e tw e e n  th e  s h a d o w - ia c e d  b r a n c h e ?  
o f  t h e  t a l l  p in e s .  S u n - s p la s h e d ,  t h e  j a y ’s 
w in g s  g l i s t e n e d  l ik e  p e t a l s  o f  b lu e  i r i s ,  b u t  
in  t h e  s h a d o w s ,  t h e  s ig h t  o f  i t  w a s  a p p a r 
e n t l y  lo s t  to  t h e  y o u n g  m o u n t a in e e r  w h o s e  
m a r c h  i t  w a s  d e r i s iv e ly  le a d in g .

K n e e l in g  m o t io n le s s ,  G a b e  w a tc h e d  a s  
y o u n g  D a c e  h a l t e d  b y  t h e  m o t t l e d  t r u n k  o f  
a  g i a n t  t r e e .  H e  c o u ld  h e a r  t h e  y o u n g  f e l 
lo w ’s  s o f t - t o n e d ,  a m u s e d  s p e e c h  a d d r e s s e d  
to  th e  b i r d .

“ P la g u e  t a k e  y o r e  c a w in ’ r a c k e t ! ”  D a c e  
c o m p la in e d .  “ I  w is h ’t  y o u ’d  sh u t, y o r e  
b e a k  f e r  a  c h a n g e ,  o r  q u i t  f l a p p in ’ o n  a h e a d  
o ’ m e , e v e r y  t im e  I  k e t c h  u p .  H o w  c o m e  
y o ’r e  a l lu z  h a n g i n ’ r o u n d  h e r e ,  y o u  g o l ’ 
d e m  p e s t ? ”

T h e  s p e a k e r  w o re  a  b u c k s k in  j a c k e t  t h a t  
b le n d e d  w i th  t h e  y e l lo w  p a tc h w o r k  p a t t e r n s  
o f  th e  e n o r m o u s  t r e e  b o le s . H is  h e a d  w a s  
u n c o v e r e d  a n d  h i s  h a i r  g l i n te d  g o ld e n  w h e re  
a  s u n b e a m  s t r u c k  i t .  H is  t a n n e d  fa c e  w a s  
t h e  s i e n n a  h u e  o f  r e d  c e d a r .  E v e n  h i s  e y e s  
w e re  v is ib le  to  G a b e ,  a s  h e  l i f t e d  th e m  
a g a in s t  t h e  s u n l ig h t .  T h e y  w e re  n e a r l y  a s  
v io l e t  a s  t h e  m o u n t a in  j a y ’s  w in g .

T h e  j a y  i t s e l f  h a d  p e r c h e d  m o m e n ta r i l y  
in  t h e  s h a d o w , a f t e r  p a s s in g  h ig h  o v e r  
G a b e ’s  h e a d .  S u d d e n ly  i t  s e t  u p  a  r a u c o u s ,  
s q u a w k in g :  a la r m .  I t s  t o n e  w a s  m u c h  
m o r e  e x c i t e d  t h a n  i t s  p r e v io u s  m i ld  sc o ffin g  
a t  D a c e  M a d d o c k ,  w i th  w h o m  i t  s e e m e d  to  
b e  o n  f a m i l i a r  t e r m s .  A n y  w o o d s m a n  c o u ld  
h a v e  in t e r p r e t e d  t h e  b i r d ’s  m e a n in g ,  f o r  
n o th i n g  g r ie v e s  a  b l u e j a y  m o r e  t h a n  to  b e 
c a m e  a w a r e  o f  a  s i l e n t  w a tc h e r  w h o  h a s  
h a d  th e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  s e e in g  h im  f i r s t .

G a b e  s a w  D a c e  M a d d o c k  g la n c e  q u ic k ly  
a b o u t ,  a n d  s a w  th e  f la s h  o f  a  s m ile  b e 
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g in n in g  to  s h o w  o n  t h e  y o u t h ’s l ip s .
“M y r a ? ”  D a c e  q u e r i e d  j o y f u l ly .  “ I ’ll  b e t  

y o ’r e  a  h i d i n ’ y o n d e r  b e h in d  th e  b r u s h  p i l e !  
H o w  lo n g  y o u  b e e n  w a i t i n ’, h o n e y ? ”

T h e  y o u n g  m a n ’s  w o rd s  r e a c t e d  u p o n  
G a b e  Z im w a ll  a s  a  m a t c h  to  p o w d e r .  F u 
r io u s ,  h e  s t e p p e d  o u t  f r o m  h i s  h id i n g  p la c e .  
I t  g a v e  h im  a  s p i t e f u l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  to  n o te  
th e  lo o k  o f  c o n s t e r n a t io n  t h a t  s w e p t  o v e r  
D a c e  M a d d o c k ’s fa c e .

T h e  y o u th  to o k  s e v e r a l  b a c k w a r d  s te p s  
a n d  b r o u g h t  u p  a g a in s t  a  l a r g e  p in e  s tu m p .

W O R D L E S S  a n d  t i g h t  l ip p e d ,  
G a b e  s t e p p e d  o u t  to  a n o th e r  
s a w e d -o f f  t r e e  b u t t  w h ic h  s e p a r 

a t e d  th e m  b y  a b o u t  t h i r t y  p a c e s .  H e  p u l le d  
a  h e a v y ,  s i lv e r - c a s e d  w a tc h  f ro m  th e  s m a ll ,  
t i g h t  p o c k e t  o f  h is  o v e ra l ls .  H o ld in g  h is  
r if le  in  h is  r i g h t  h a n d ,  h e  p l a c e d  th e  w a tc h  
o n  th e  f la t  s t u m p  to p  b e f o r e  h im .  H e  e x 
e c u te d  h is  m o v e m e n ts  w i th o u t  w i th d r a w in g  
h i s  m e n a c in g  s t a r e  f r o m  y o u n g  M a d d o c k  
w h o  w a s  r e g a r d in g  h im  a s  i f  s t u n n e d .  H e  
w a i te d  u n t i l  a  r u s h  o f  w in d  e x p e n d e d  i t s e l f  
a n d  th e n  h e  s p o k e .

“ Y o u n g  fe l le r ,  y o u  k e n  h e v ’ o n e  m in u te  
to  t r y  a n d  g e t  y o  re s e l l  o u t a  r a n g e  a f o r e  I  
s t a r t  s h o o t in ’. I f  y o ’r e  a  m in d  to  r u n ,  y o u ’d  
b e t t e r  g e t  s o t  to  le a v e  w h e n  I  s t a r t  c o u n t i n ’ 
t im e .  B u t  a f o r e  y o u  g o , le t  o n e  th i n g  s in k  
in  y o r e  h e a d .  1 d o n ’t  a im  f e r  y o u  to  m e e t  
M y r a  a g e n ,  a s  lo n g  a s  I  k e n  p u l l  a  t r ig g e r .  
S o , i f  y o ’r e  s t i l l  h a n k e r i n '  t o  s e t t l e  y o r e  
g r u d g e  a g e n  m e , n o w ’s  y o r e  c h a n c e ! ”

D a c e  M a d d o c k  s h i f t e d  u n c e r t a in l y ,  
g la n c e d  a b o u t ,  h a r r i e d  a n d  d e s p e r a te .

I n  h is  g r im  r a g e ,  G a b e  s u s p e c te d  t h a t  th e  
b o y  h a d  m a d e  v o w s  o f  v e n g e a n c e  t h a t  w e re  
n o t  so  e a s y  to  f a c e  o u t  in  g u n  s m o k e .  F r o m  
th e  c o r n e r  o f  h is  e y e ,  h e  g la n c e d  a t  h is  
w a tc h .  A n d  a t  t h a t  i n s t a n t ,  D a c e  a n s w e re d  
h is  c h a l l e n g e .

“ I ’v e  t r i e d  p o w e r f u l  h a r d  n o t  to  h o ld  m y  
g r u d g e  a g e n  y o u ,  G a b e  Z im w a l t ,”  t h e  y o u n g  
m a n  d e c la r e d .  “ O n  a c c o u n t  o ’ M y r a .  ’P e a r s  
l ik e  y o u ’d  o u g h ta  b e  s a t i s f ie d  to  l e t  i t  r e s t ,  
i f  I  a m . Y o u ’d  o u g h ta  b e  w i l l in ’ t h a t  M y r a  
a n d  m e  s h o u ld  g e t  m a r r i e d — ”

“ I ’d  o u g h ta  p l a n t  a  b u l l e t  a tw e e n  y o r e  
e y e s  w h a r  y o u  s t a n d ! ”  b e llo w e d  G a b e .  “ I ’m  
e n t i t l e d  to ,  s e e in ’s y o ’r e  s w o rn  to  k i l l  m e . 
E f  I  h e v ’ to  d r i l l  y o u  o n  th e  r u n ,  i t  w o n ’t

lo o k  s o  g o o d , m e b b e .  B u t  i t ’l l  s h o w  t h e t  
y o u  h a d  a  y e l l e r  s t r e a k ! ”

W i t h  a n  e y e  to  h is  w a tc h ,  G a b e  s a w  t h a t  
t h e  s e c o n d - h a n d  w a s  c r e e p in g  u p w a r d  to  
c o m p le te  th e  m i n u te  c i r c u i t .  H e  b e lie v e d  
t h a t  D a c e  M a d d o c k  w o u ld  t u r n  t a i l  a n d  
r u n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  y o u t h  w o u ld  t h e r e a f t e r  
c e a s e  h is  a t t e n t i o n s  to  M y r a .

“ T h i s  h e r e ’s  t h e  s h o w d o w n , y o u n g  f e l l e r ,”  
h e  s a id .  “ Y o u  k e n  g o . A n d  f r o m  n o w  o n , 
y o u  k e n  le a v e  m e  a n d  m in e  a lo n e .  I n  o n e  
m i n u te ,  I  s t a r t  s h o o t i n ’ e f  y o ’r e  s t i l l  in  s ig h t .  
Y o re  t i m e ’s u p ! ”

A g a in  D a c e  M a d d o c k 's  g a z e  w a v e r e d .  
E v e n  a t  t h i r t y  y a r d s ,  G a b e  c o u ld  se e  t h a t  
h i s  f a c e  w a s  p a le .  Y e t  h is  fe e t a p p a r e n t l y  
w e re  f r o z e n  to  t h e  s p o t .  A b r u p t l y  h e  s t i f 
f e n e d  a n d  s t a r e d  b a c k  s t e a d i ly ,  e y e s  n a r 
ro w e d  to  s l i t s  a b o v e  h is  p a l l o r e d  c h e e k s .

“ I  a i n ’t  a - g o i n ’ t o  g iv e  M y r a  u p ! ”  D a c e  
c r i e d .  “ I ’ll  s w a p  le a d — if  I  h a v e  to .  Y o ’r e  
d r i v i n ’ m e  t o  i t ! ”

F o r  a  b r i e f  i n s t a n t ,  G a b e  w a s  s u r p r i s e d .  
B u t  h is  f ie rc e  r a g e  u p h e ld  h is  re s o lv e .  O n  
th e  s t u m p ,  h is  w a tc h  t i c k e d  o ff  th e  s e c o n d s .  
T h e n  h e  b r o u g h t  h i s  l e f t  h a n d  f o r w a r d  to  
g r a s p  h is  r i f le  b a r r e l ,  r e a d y  to  s h o o t  f ro m  
th e  h ip ,

D A C E  M A D D O C K  m a i n t a i n e d  h i s  
s t u n n e d  s t a n d .  B u t ,  a t  G a b e s  f in a l 
g e s tu r e ,  h is  p a l e  f a c e  t e n s e d  w i th  

h a t e .  H e  l e a p e d  b e h in d  th e  s t u m p .  A n d  
G a b e ’s  s h o t  s l ic e d  th e  a i r  e x a c t ly  w h e r e  h is  
h e a d  h a d  b e e n  j u s t  a n  i n s t a n t  b e fo r e .

E v e n  so , G a b e  w a s  f a i r l y  s u r e  t h a t  h is  
b u l l e t  h a d  p a r t e d  t h e  a g i l e  y o u t h ’s  c u r ly ,  
y e l lo w  h a i r .  H o w e v e r ,  h e  s a w  w h e r e  th e  
b u l l e t  s t r u c k .  T w o - h u n d r e d  y a r d s  a c r o s s  
th e  lo g g e d -o f f  c le a r in g ,  a  t i n y  w h i te  s m u d g e  
f lo a te d  u p w a r d  a g a in s t  a n  o u tc r o p p in g  o f  
a n c i e n t  l a v a  ro c k .

A m a z e d  f o r  a n  i n s t a n t ,  G a b e  w a tc h e d  th e  
s m a l l  p u f f  o f  s m o k e ,  o r  ro c k  d u s t ,  r is e  u n t i l  
i t  w a s  w h is k e d  a w a y  b y  a  h e a d  o f  w in d  
w h ic h  s w e p t  m o a n in g  d o w n  th e  m o u n t a in 
s id e .  I t  h e ld  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  o n ly  f o r  a n  i n 
s t a n t .  B u t  t h a t  w a s  lo n g  e n o u g h  f o r  h im  to  
n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  w h i te  p u f f  la z e d  u p w a r d  f ik e  
s m o k e ,  i n s t e a d  o f  s p l a s h in g  o u t  l ik e  r o c k  
d u s t .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  ro c k  a g a in s t  w h ic h  i t  
r o s e  w a s  b l a c k  o b s i d ia n  l a v a .  G a b e  d id  n o t  
h a v e  t im e  e n o u g h  to  c o n s id e r  t h e  d r y  p in e
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s l a s h in g s  t h a t  w e r e  h e a p e d  a r o u n d  t h e  b a s e  
o f  t h e  r o c k .

T h e  w in d  r u s h e d  o n ,  a b a t e d  s l ig h t ly ,  a n d  
h e  s h o u te d  t a u n t s  a t  th e  y o u t h  w h o  r e 
m a in e d  e n t r e n c h e d  b e h in d  th e  o p p o s i te  
s t u m p .  T h e n  D a c e  M a d d o c k ’s  b lo o d -  
s t r e a k e d  fo r e h e a d  f la s h e d  fo r  a n  i n s t a n t  
in to  v ie w  a lo n g  a  g u n  b a r r e l .  B o th  r i f le s  
s p o k e  a s  G a.be  m ad e , a  s n a p  s h o t .  G a b e  f e l t  
a  j e r k  a t  h is  o p e n  s h i r t  c o l l a r .  H e  s a w  
s p l in t e r s  f ly  a s  h is  o w n  b u l l e t  c r e a s e d  th e  
o p p o s i t e  s t u m p  to p .

B u t  D a c e  h a d  d u c k e d  b e f o r e  f i r in g .  
" T r y  a g e n ! ” c a m e  th e  y o u t h ’s  w ild  y e l l  

a s  h e  w i th d r e w  h i s  r i f le . “ I ’m  d o n e  w i th  
h o ld i n ’ b a c k  o n  y o u ,  G a b e  Z im w a l t !  I ’m  
p lu m b  p iz e n e d  u p  I I  a i n ’t  b e h o ld e n  to  y o u ,  
o n  a c c o u n t  o ’ M y r a ! ”

" S h o w  y o r e s e l f l ”  G a b e  s h o u t e d  b a c k ,  
r e s t in g  h is  W in c h e s te r ,  w a i t i n g .

S ta n d i n g  r e a d y ,  G a b e  h a d  a  d i s t i n c t  a d 
v a n ta g e  in  t im in g .  F o r  h is  e n t r e n c h e d  o p 
p o n e n t  w o u ld  h a v e  to  e x p o s e  h e a d  a n d  
h a n d s  b e f o r e  a im in g .

“ I ' l l  s h o w  m y s e l f  w h e n  I ’m  g o o d  a n d  
r e a d y ! ”  c a m e  th e  c o r n e r e d  y o u t h ’s r e 
s p o n s e .  “ Y o u  g o t  th e  b u lg e  o n  m e , y ’u  b u z 
z a r d !  ”

S u d d e n ly  G a b e ’s  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  a t t r a c t e d  
a c r o s s  th e  s t u m p - l i t t e r e d  c le a r in g  to  a  w in d -  
d r iv e n  s t r e a m e r  o f  s m o k e .  A s  h e  s t a r e d  
s tu p e f ie d ,  r e d  f la m e  to n g u e s  l ic k e d  o u t  a lo n g  
th e  t i n d e r - d r y  s la s h in g s  b y  th e  b ig  r o c k  
w h ic h  h i s  f i r s t  b u l l e t  h a d  h i t .  F o r  a  m o 
m e n t ,  i t  h e ld  h im  h o r r i f i e d .  T h e n  h e  b e l 
lo w e d  a t  h is  h id d e n  fo e .

“ F i r e !  L o o k  b e h in d  y ’u !  T h e  w h o le  
w o o d s ’ll b u r n  u p !  N o t h i n '  t h i s  s id e  o ’ h e ll  
k e n  s t o p  i t !  ”  A f t e r  a  h a r s h  l a u g h ,  h e  a d d e d ,  
“ W e ll ,  y o u ’ll  b e  m o v in ’ a f o r e  l o n g ! ”

“ I  k e n  r o a s t  a s  lo n g  a s  y o u  k e n , ”  s h o u t e d  
D a c e .  “ I  r e c k o n  o n e  o ’ u s  w o n ’t  b e  l e a v i n ’ 
h e r e ,  m i s t e r .  Y o u  s t a r t e d  t h a t  f i re .  I  h e a r d  
a b o u t  th e m  m e ta l - n o s e d  b u l l e t s  y o ’r e  s h o o t -  
i n ’. A n d  t h a t  t h e r e  r o c k  is  m o s t ly  f l in t .  Y o re  
b u l l e t  m a d e  s p a r k s ! ”

“ S ta n d  u p  a n d  s c r a p  l i k e  a  m a n ,”  G a b e  
s c r e a m e d ,  b e s id e  h im s e l f  w i th  f u r y ,  “ o r  
w e ’ll  b o t h  b e  b u r n e d  a l iv e !  ”

“ Y o u  k e n  le a v e  a n y  t im e  y o ’r e  a  m in d  
t o ,”  s o u n d e d  th e  s n e e r in g  r e p ly .  “ T h e  f i r s t  
o n e  o ’ u s  t h a t  s h o w s  h im s e l f  g e ts  a  b u l l e t .  
A in ’t  t h a t  f a i r  e n o u g h ? ”

BL A C K  s m o k e  ro l le d  u p  f r o m  th e  
p i t c h  r e d  f la m e s . P o p p in g  l i k e  f i r e 
c r a c k e r s ,  th e  b la z e  s p e d  w i th  te r r i f ic  

s p e e d  a n d  h e a t ,  c a u s in g  lo c a l  w h ir lw in d s  
t h a t  p ic k e d  u p  a n d  s c a t t e r e d  r e d  c in d e r s  
a f a r .

I n  h a l f - a - d o z e n  p la c e s ,  n e w  s m o k e  p i l l a r s  
b e l lo w e d  u p  a b o v e  th e  p in e  to p s  to  b e  
c a u g h t  a n d  c a r r i e d  o n  b y  a  s h r ie k in g  g a le .  
I n  le s s  t h a n  f iv e  m in u te s ,  t h e  g u n n e r s  w e re  
s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a  r o a r in g ,  c r a s h in g  in f e r n o  
o f  f la m e s  t h a t  w e re  le a p in g  in t o  t h e  h ig h  
b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  p in e s .  A  w in d  s q u a l l  h i t  
w i th  a  b o o m in g  n o is e ,  b l a n k e t in g  d o w n  th e  
r o l l in g  s m o k e  c lo u d s  a n d  d r i v in g  a  h a i l  o f  
b la z in g  c in d e r s  b e f o r e  i t .

H e a t  b l i s t e r e d  th r o u g h  G a b e ’s c lo th in g .  
S m o k e  s e a r e d  h i s  e y e s  a n d  s t r a n g l e d  h im .  
T h r o u g h  th e  b l i n d in g  b la c k  d r i f t s ,  h e  c o u ld  
c a t c h  o n ly  b r i e f  g l im p s e s  o f  th e  s t u m p  b e 
h in d  w h ic h  D a c e  M a d d o c k  s t i l l  c r o u c h e d .  
T h e n  a  b u l l e t  r i p p e d  th r o u g h  h is  h a t .  T h e r e  
w a s  a  m o v e m e n t  w h ic h  h i s  w a te r i n g  e y e s  
c o u ld  b a r e l y  r e g i s t e r  a s  h e  r e t a l i a t e d .  T h e  
o d d s  w e re  a g a in s t  h im  n o w . G a b e  r e a l iz e d  
t h a t  t h e  y o u n g e r  e y e s  o f  h is  fo e  m i g h t  b e  
m o r e  r e s i s t a n t  to  s m o k e .  S t r a in i n g  to  r e 
c o v e r  b i s  s ig h t ,  h e  d r o p p e d  to  h i s  k n e e s .  
H o p e le s s ly  h e  r e f le c te d  t h a t  t h e  f i r e  w a s  a l 
m o s t  c e r t a in  to  d e s t r o y  h is  h o u s e  a n d  h is  
m ill .

T h e n ,  w i t h  a n  a p p a l l i n g  s h o c k ,  h is  
t h o u g h t s  f la s h e d  to  M y r a !  I n  h i s  v io l e n t  
f r a m e  o f  m in d ,  h e  h a d  f o r g o t t e n  h e r .  F la m e s  
s o o n  w o u ld  l a n c e  th r o u g h  t h e  u n d e r g r o w th .  
T h e  t e r r i f i c  h e a t  w o u ld  b u m  h e r  to  a  c r i s p  
a lm o s t  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r e  c o u ld  r e a c h  h e r  a n d  
t u r n  h e r  t e t h e r - t r e e  i n to  a  c r e m a t i n g  to r c h .  
H e  p i c t u r e d  h e r  m u f f le d  a n d  b o u n d ,  s t r u g 
g l in g  a n d  t r y i n g  to  c r y  o u t  f o r  h e lp .  H i s  
im a g in a t io n  s k ip p e d  to  a n o t h e r  id e a  in  h is  
h a l f - c r a z e d  m in d .  H e  c o u ld  u s e  M y r a ’s 
d a n g e r  a s  a  lu r e  to  d r a w  D a c e  M a d d o c k  
in to  r a n g e  o f  h is  g u n !  A l r e a d y  th e  f ire  
m e a n t  r u i n  to  h im .  B u t  b y  q u ic k ly  s e t t l in g  
h is  b u s in e s s  w ith  y o u n g  M a d d o c k ,  h e  m ig h t  
s t i l l  r e a c h  th e  g ir l in  t im e .

C h o k in g  a n d  g a s p in g ,  h e  r e a r e d  h im s e l f  
c a u t i o u s l y  a n d  p e e r e d  o v e r  t h e  s t u m p .  
S w i f t ly  h e  s t e p p e d  o u t  a n d  f o r g e d  th r o u g h  
t h e  s w ir l in g  s m o k e  to  w i th in  t e n  y a r d s  o f  
t h e  o th e r  s t u m p .

“ M a d d o c k ? ”  h e  s h o u te d  q u e r u lo u s ly .  R e 
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c e iv in g  n o  a n s w e r ,  h e  b a w le d ,  “ M a d d o c k ,  
e f  y o u  w a n t  M y r a ,  y o u  k e n  g o  a n d  c u t  h e r  
lo o s e . T h i t c h e d  h e r  to  a  t r e e .  S h e  c a i n ’t  
g e t  lo o s e — D ’y o u  h e a r  m e ? ”

“ I ’m  l i s t e n in ’, ”  th e  o t h e r  a n s w e re d .
G a b e  g r ip p e d  h is  r i f le  a n d  b l in k e d  h is  

s m a r t i n g  e y e s .
“ I  m e t  h a - c o r n in ’ h e r e  t o  m e e t  y ’u !  ”  h e  

w h e e z e d .  “ S h e  w o u ld n ’t  g o  b a c k .  I  d o n e  
t i e d  h e r  u p .  S h e ’s h a l f - w a v s  t o  th e  h o u s e  
f r o m  h e r e .  D o  y ’u  k n o w  w h a r  th e  b u c k  
b r u s h  i s ? ”

“ N o .  I  a i n ’t  b in  o n  y o r e  l a n d , ”  D a c e  r e 
to r te d  in  a  s k e p t ic a l  to n e .

“ I t ’s th e  t r u t h ! ”  G a b e  r o a r e d  h o a r s e ly .  
“ I ’d  r u t h e r  se e  h e r  d a id  t h e n  m a r r ie d  to  
y o u .  B u t  s h e ’s  t i e d  t h a r .  S h e  c a i n ’t  g e t  
lo o se , t i l l  y o u  o r  I  c u t  h e r  lo o s e !  O n e  o ’ 
u s  h a s  to  g i t  t h a r  q u ic k !  A ire  y o u  m a n  
e n o u g h  to  s t a n d  u p  a n d  f ig h t  f e r  y o r e  w o m 
a n ?  W o u ld  y ’u  le t  h e r  b u m  to  d e a th  to  
s a v e  y o r e  m is  a b le  h i d e ? ”

AL M O S T  b l in d ,  G a b e  t h o u g h t  h e  d is 
t in g u is h e d  th e  s m o k e - w r e a th e d  fig - 

- u r e  o f  D a c e  M a d d o c k  s p r in g in g  to  
fu l l  h e ig h t  a t  o n e  s id e  o f  t h e  s t u m p .  H e  
w h e e le d  a n d  f i r e d  w i th  s w if t ,  i n s t i n c t i v e  
b o d y  a im .  W h i r l i n g  b l a n k e t s  o f  sm o k e  
b lo t t e d  t h e  y o u t h ’s  v a g u e  o u t l in e s  f r o m  h is  
b lu r r e d  v is io n  a s  h e  f i r e d  a g a in .  H is  o w n  
r if le  r e p o r t s  b le n d e d  w i th  t h e  p o p p in g  e x 
p lo s io n s  o f  t h e  f o r e s t  f ire .

B u t  G a b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  n o  s o u n d s ,  f e l t  
n o  p a in  o t h e r  t h a n  th e  d e a d e n in g  im p a c t  
o f b u l l e t s  t h a t  s p u n  h im  h a l f - a r o u n d .  D a r k 
n e s s  s w ir le d  a b o u t  h im  a s  h e  s a g g e d  to  th e  
g r o u n d — d a r k n e s s  s p l i t  b y  lu r id  f la s h e s . 
W i t h  a  s e n s e  o f  u n r e a l i t y ,  h e  c o m m e n c e d  
c r a w l in g  f o r w a r d ,  s t i i l  c lu t c h in g  h is  r i f le . 
D im l y  h e  m a d e  o u t  t h e  d a r k e r  b l u r  in  t h e  
s w ir l in g  s m o k e  a s  h is  y o u n g  fo e  s t a n d i n g  
a n d  lo o k in g  d o w n  a t  h im .  A n  a w f u l  l e t h 
a r g y  c lu t c h e d  a t  h is  g r im  w ill  to  p l a y  o u t  
th e  g a m e  to  t h e  e n d .  B y  a  t e r r i b l e  e f f o r t ,  
h e  t r i e d  t o  r a i s e  h is  r i f le  a n d  i t  d r o p p e d  
f r o m  h is  n e r v e le s s  h a n d s .

H e  s lu m p e d  f l a t  d o w n , f e e l in g  a  s t r a n g e ,  
p e a c e f u l  c a lm n e s s  s t e a l  o v e r  h im .  O d d ly  
h is  th o u g h t s  r a c e d .  Q u e e r ly  i t  s e e m e d  t h a t  
h is  r e c e n t  v io le n c e  a n d  w r a th  h a d  b e e n  
s e n s e le s s  a n d  f u t i l e .  U n d e r  a  g r e a t  s t r a i n ,  
h e  l i f t e d  h i s  f a c e  a n d  s a w  th e  y o u t h  s t a n d 

in g  c lo s e r ,  p a l e  a n d  u n d e c id e d ,  a p p r a i s in g  
h im  p e c u l i a r l y .

T h e n  t h e  f r ig h te n e d  fa c e  o f  D a c e  M a d 
d o c k  d r e w  n e a r e r  a n d  b e n t  o v e r  h im .

“ G e t  a  m o v e  o n ,  b o y ,”  G a b e  r a s p e d .  
“ S a v e  y o r e s e l f  a n d  M y r a .  D o n ’t  m in d  m e . 
I — I  b e e n  a n  o l ’ f o o l .”

W i t h  a  f u m b l in g  h a n d ,  h e  d r a g g e d  h is  
r i f le  m u z z le  t o w a r d  h im .  “ I  w o n ’t  b u r n  u p  
a l i v e ,”  h e  g r o a n e d  o u t .  L ig h t h e a d e d  a n d  
w i th  a  c r a c k l in g  c h u c k le ,  h e  a d d e d ,  “ I ’ll 
l e a v e  t h e t  f o r  t h e  h e r e a f t e r  . . .  I  h a d  th i s  
c o r n in ’ t o  m e ,”  h e  w h e e z e d  o n .  “ T h e m  
s te e l - n o s e d  b u l l e t s ,  b o y  . . .  I  g o t  th e m  
. . .  f e r  t o  m a k e  a  p r e t t y  c o r p s e  . . . .  
o u t ’n  y o u .”

G a b e  t r i e d  to  s t i r  h im s e l f  a s  a  b la s t  o f  
s u f f o c a t in g  h e a t  s w e p t  o v e r  th e m .  F o g g i ly  
h e  s a w  D a c e  d r a w in g  th e  b u c k s k i n  j a c k e t  
o v e r  h i s  h e a d .

“ H u m p  y o re s e l f ,  b o y l ”  b e  c r o a k e d .  
" Y o u ’v e  g o t  m y  b l e s s in ’s .  N o w , g e t  o u t ! ”

A n d  h e  w a s  a w a r e  t h a t  D a c e  h a d  l e a p e d  
t o  h is  f e e t  r u n n i n g ,  h i s  h e a d  d u c k e d  a n d  
m u ff le d .

CA L M L Y , G a b e  l a y  f a c e  d o w n , d r a w 
in g  th e  r i f le  c lo s e  t i l l  i t s  h a r d  m u z 
z le  p r e s s e d  h is  te m p le — j u s t  in  c a s e .  

B u t  h e  r e c k o n e d  h e  w o u ld n ’t  n e e d  i t .  C a lm 
ly  h e  w a i te d ,  w o n d e r in g  w h a t  i t  w a s  g o in g  
to  b e  l ik e — b u t  m o r e  t h a n  t h a t — g la d !  
H e ’d  n e v e r  g o t  t h e  r i g h t  s l a n t  o n  l i f e ,  s o m e 
h o w , b u t  h e  r e c k o n e d  h e  w a s  le a v in g  i t  in  
t h e  d e a r .  H e ’d  s e t t l e d  m a t t e r s  in  g u n -  
s m o k e .  F u n n y ,  t h a t !  T h a t  l i t t l e  p u f f  o f  
s m o k e  f r o m  a  s te e i - n o s e d  b u l l e t ,  s t r ik i n g  
a g a in s t  a  r o c k .  T h a t  h a d  c a u s e d  a l l  the. 
d a m a g e .  I t  h a d  c a u s e d  th e  f i re  a n d  c lo u d s  
o f  s m o k e  t h a t  b l i n d e d  h im .  W e ll ,  h e  w a s  
g la d .

S u d d e n ly  h e  f e l t  t h a t  h e  w a s  b e in g  
d r a g g e d  b a c k  f r o m  a  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  b y  
s t r o n g ,  f r a n t i c  h a n d s  t h a t  l i f t e d  h im  p a r t l y  
u p .  D a c e  M a d d o c k  h a d  r e t u r n e d !

“ G a b e ,  y o u ’v e  g o t  to  h a n g  o n ! ”  s o u n d e d  
t h e  y o u t h ’s  f ie rc e  p le a .  “ Y o u ’v e  g o t  to  s h o w  
m e  th e  w a y .  I f  I  m is s  t h e  p la c e ,  i t ’ll b e  to o  
l a t e ! ”  D a c e  p a n te d .  “"C raw l o n  m y  b a c k ,  
G a b e !  T r y — t r y  h a r d !  Y o u  j e s t  g o t  t o ! ”  

A r o u s in g  to  b e  t o r t u r e d ,  G a b e  w e a k ly  
t r i e d  to  r e b e l .  B u t  h i s  m in d  c le a r e d  s l ig h t ly .  
T h e  p a i n  o f  m o v e m e n t  im p e l l e d  h im  to
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t h i n k .  I f  h e  h a d  to ,  h e  r e c k o n e d  h e  c o u ld .  
G e t t i n g  a  t e r r ib l e  g r ip  o n  h im s e l f ,  h e  
c la m p e d  h is  a r m s  a b o u t  t h e  o t h e r ’s  n e c k ,  
f e l t  h im s e l f  s h i f t e d  to  t h e  k n e e l in g  y o u t h ’s 
b r o a d  b a c k ,  t h e n  f e l t  h im s e l f  b e in g  c a r r i e d  
s w a y in g  a n d  j o l t i n g ly  th r o u g h  h e a t  a n d  
s m o k e ,  d o w n  th e  m o u n ta in s id e .  F in a l ly  h e  
a t t e m p t e d  to  se e  h i s  s u r r o u n d in g s .  H e  w a s  
b e in g  c a r r i e d  s w i f t ly  p a r a l l e l  to  a  r u n n in g  
p i l l a r  o f  f ire .

“ G o in ’ to o  f a r  d o w n ,”  h e  m u m b le d  in to  
th e  e a r  o f  h i s  b e a r e r .  “ G o t  to  g e t  a c ro s s  
y o n d e r — h e a d  t h e  f i r e .”

T h e  jo l t i n g  t u r n e d  h im  f a i n t  a g a in .  C l in g 
in g  to  th e  w ill to  k e e p  h is  a r m s  c la m p e d ,  h e  
f e l t  h im s e l f  p lu n g e d  in to  s e a r in g  b l a s t s  o f 
h e a t .  H is  e y e s  w e re  t i g h t l y  c lo s e d . H e  t r i e d  
to  h o ld  h i s  b r e a t h  a n d  f la m e  s e a r e d  h is  fa c e . 
G id d i ly  h e  m a r v e le d  a t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  
s t a g g e r in g  b a c k  t h a t  b o r e  h im  a lo n g .  H is  
e a r s  w e re  ro a r in g .  S l ig h t ly  th e  h e a t  a b a t e d ,  
a n d  fo r  a  s p a c e  G a b e  b a t t l e d  to  b r e a t h e  
T h e n  h e  g a z e d  a b o u t  f r o m  d im m e d  e y e s . 
T h e  w h o le  m o u n t a in  s e e m e d  to  b e  b u r n in g  
u p , f la m e s  le a p in g  a t  e v e r y  s id e .

" S t r a i g h t  a h e a d !  ” G a b e  g r a t e d .  “ A  le e t le  
m i te  h ig h e r — u p  th e  s lo p e .”

A n d  a  w r e tc h e d  p a n ic  g r i p p e d  h im .  H e  
c a m e  a lm o s t  i n to  h is  c o m p le te  s e n s e s  w i th  
t h e  r e a l i z a t io n  t h a t  i t  w a s  to o  l a t e !  Y o n d e r  
a b o v e  th e  t r e e - to p s ,  f la m e s  w e r e  l i c k in g  u p  
th r o u g h  th e  d e n s e  s m o k e  t h a t  r o l le d  f r o m  
th e  g ro v e  w h e re  h e  h a d  l e f t  M y r a .  G a b e  
g r o a n e d .  H e  c o u ld  fe e l t h e  r a t t l i n g  g a s p s  
a n d  th e  q u iv e r in g  m u s c le s  o f  D a c e .

“ D r o p  m e , b o y ! ”  h e  m o a n e d .  “ Y ’u  g o t  
to  g e t  o v e r  y o n  lo w  r is e . E f  y ’u  se e  h e r ,  
th e n ,  m e b b e  y o u  k e n  g e t  to  h e r .  T h e  
t h i c k e t ’s  a f i r e .”

G a b e  r e l a x e d  h i s  d e a th l ik e  g r ip ,  l e t  h im 
s e l f  s l ip .  R e e l in g ,  h e  p lu n g e d  in to  a  v o id  
t h a t  w a s  b r o k e n  b y  a  d u l l ,  j a r r i n g  t h u d .  H e  
s e e m e d  to  b e  w h ir l in g ,  w h i r l in g  o u t  i n to  
v a s t  s p a c e .

W I T H  g r e a t  r e lu c ta n c e  to  w a k e n ,  
G a b e  f e l t  h im s e l f  b e in g  d r a g g e d  
b a c k  in to  a  p a in l e s s  s t a t e  o f  

c o n s c io u s n e s s .  V o ic e s  a b o u t  h im  d r o n e d

a n d  b l e n d e d  to g e t h e r  w i th o u t  m a k i n g  s e n s e . 
S lo w ly  h e  g o t  th e  im p r e s s io n  t h a t  h e  h a d  
b e e n  g r o p in g  th r o u g h  a  t r e m e n d o u s  b l a n k  
o f  t im e ,  d i s tu r b e d  b y  q u e e r  d r e a m s .  H i s  
s t a r i n g  e y e s  to o k  in  t h e  o u t l in e s  o f  a  r o o m  
w 'ith  w h ic h  h e  w a s  f a i n t l y  f a m i l i a r .  I t  w a s  
a  ro o m  in  h i s  o w n  h o u s e .  T h e  v o ic e s  w e re  
p e n e t r a t i n g  to  h i m  f r o m  a n  a d jo i n in g  ro o m , 
f r o m  th e  b ig  l i v in g  ro o m . W o m e n  w e re  
c h a t t e r i n g .

G r a d u a l l y  h e  r e c o g n iz e d  t h e  v o ic e s  o f  
n e ig h b o r s .  H e  t r i e d  to  m o v e  a n d  w a s  a s 
t o n i s h e d  a t  t h e  l i g h tn e s s  o f  h is  a r m .  T h e r e  
a p p e a r e d  to  b e  n o  f o r e s t  f ire s  b u r n i n g  o u t 
s id e .  U n d e r  t h e  h a lf - lo w e r e d  w in d o w  
b l in d ,  a  w h i te  g l a r e  e n t e r e d  th e  d im  ro o m . 
B y  t u r n in g  h i s  l ig h t - f e e l in g  h e a d  o n  th e  
p il lo w , h e  c o u ld  se e  t h a t  i t  w a s  s n o w in g .

F o r  a  lo n g  t im e ,  h e  l a y  t r y in g  to  p ie c e  
t h i n g s  to g e th e r .  H i s  m in d  w o r k e d  s lu g g is h 
ly ,  b u t  p a in f u l l y  h e  b e g a n  to  r e c a l l  t h e  p a s t .  
D e ta i l s  o f  r e m e m b e r e d  e v e n t s  f i t t e d  ro u g h ly  
i n to  t h e i r  p la c e s .  H e  b e c a m e  m o r e  a w a k e  
to  h is  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t io n .  I n  th e  a d jo i n in g  
ro o m , t h e  c r a c k l in g  s o u n d  o f  lo g s  b la z in g  
in  th e  b ig  f i r e p la c e  m a d e  h im  s h u d d e r .  T h e n  
b i t s  o f  w o m e n ’s g o s s ip  r e g i s te r e d  in  h is  
m in d .  H e  g a th e r e d  t h a t  n e ig h b o r s  w e re  
p a r t a k i n g  o f  a  T h a n k s g iv i n g  d in n e r  in  h is  
h o u s e !  T h e  d is c o v e r y  g a v e  h im  a  s h o c k .

T h e n  h e  h e a r d  th e  g ru f f  v o ic e  o f  Z e b  
F o s t e r  r e p ly in g  to  a  n a s a l - to n e d  r e m a r k  o f  
th e  W id o w  G le n n .

“ H i t  a i n ’t n o  c a u s e  to  b e  s c a r t ,  e f  G a b e  
o n ly  w a k e s  u p  to  f in d  h e ’s  g o t  a  s o n - in - la w !  
W h a t  e f  h e  d o n ’t  w a k e  u p  t i l l  h e ’s a  g r a n ’- 
p a w ? ”

A  c h o r u s  o f  m a s c u l in e  g u f f a w s  w a s  f in a l ly  
s q u e l c h e d  b y  th e  s h a r p  r e p r im a n d s  o f  
w o m e n .

G a b e  Z im w a l t  s c o w le d  p a in f u l l y .  T h e n  
g r a d u a l ly  h i s  b e a r d e d  v is a g e  r e la x e d  a n d  
a  b r o a d  s m ile  s e t t l e d  u p o n  h is  l ip s .  T r a c e s  
o f  th e  s m i le  s t i l l  l i n g e r e d  w h e n  M y r a  
p e e k e d  in t o  t h e  ro o m  a  fe w  m o m e n ts  l a t e r  
a n d  s a w  h im  a p p a r e n t l y  s le e p in g .

N o ,  G a b e  d i d n ’t  w a n t  to  i n t e r r u p t  t h a t  
T h a n k s g iv i n g  d in n e r .  H e  w a s  to o  t h a n k f u l  
h im s e l f .



THE RED
A girl with outlaw blood in her 
veins calls on a cow-country 
sheriff to save the man he's 

sworn to hang.

T

C h a p t e r  I  M

OUTLAW BLOOD

H E  s in i s t e r  w h in e  o f  a  r i f le  b u l l e t
d r o n in g  p a s t  h is  h e a d  s e n t  y o u n g
S h e r i f f  R a n d  D a h la n  p lu n g in g  f r o m
h i s  s a d d le  i n to  a  s c r e e n in g  c o p se

o f  c h a p a r r a l .
S q u i r m in g  th r o u g h  th i s  to  th e  r im  o f  t h e  

lo w  m e s a  b e y o n d ,  h e  p e e p e d  d o w n  in to  th e  
w id e  c o u le e  f r o m  w h e n c e  t h a t  a m b u s h e r ’s  
s h o t  h a d  c o m e .

A  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  a w a y ,  th e  c ro w n  o f  a  
s o m b r e r o  s h o w e d  a b o v e  a  b o u ld e r .  D a h -  
l a n ’s  s t e e l - b lu e  e y e s  c o n t r a c t e d  to  p in p o i n t s  
b e h in d  s la tte d  l id s .  H e  l a i d  a  s u n - t a n n e d  
c h e e k  to  t h e  m a p le  s to c k  o f  h i s  o w n  r i f le  
a n d  w a i te d .

S l ig h t ly  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  l i g h t  g l i n te d  o n  m e ta l ,  
a s  a  p u f f  o f  g r a y  s m o k e  v o m i te d  f r o m  a  
b la c k  m u z z le .  T h e  s c r e a m in g  s lu g  b e h in d  i t  
s p l in t e r e d  t h e  t r u n k  o f  a  d w a r f e d  l iv e o a k  
s ix  in c h e s  f r o m  h i s  n o s e .
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S ti l l  R a n d  h e ld  h is  f i re ,  w a tc h in g  i n t e n t 
ly .  A  h e a v y ,  o m in o u s  s i le n c e  s e t t l e d  d o w n  
o v e r  th e  b a d la n d s .  F iv e  m i n u te s  t h a t  w e re  
a s  lo n g  a s  a  d a y  in  H a d e s  d r a g g e d  b y .  
T h e n  a  m a n  r a i s e d  h i s  h e a d  a n d  s h o u ld e r s  
c a u t i o u s l y  a b o v e  th e  p r o t e c t i n g  b r e a s tw o r k  
o f  r o c k ,  a n d  s u r v e y e d  th e  m e s a ’s  b r i n k ,  h is  
r i f le  c lu t c h e d  a t  f i r in g  a n g le  in  h i s  h a n d s .

T a u t  m u s c le d ,  R a n d  d re w  a  f in e  b e a d  o n  
th e  c e n t e r  o f  t h a t  b r o a d  c h e s t .

“ I ' l l  c a l l  o n  h im  to  th r o w  u p  h i s  h a n d s , ” 
h e  c o u n s e le d  h im s e l f ,  c r o o k in g  a  f in g e r  
a r o u n d  th e  s e n s i t iv e  t r ig g e r .  H e  w a s  e x u l 
t a n t ,  t h i n k in g  t h a t  h e  h a d  th e  “ M a s k e d  
K i l l e r , ”  o r  a  m e m b e r  o f  h i s  o u t l a w  b a n d ,  
c o v e re d .  A l r e a d y  h e  w a s  c o n s id e r in g  h o w  
b e s t  to  d is a r m  h im  a n d  m a k e  h im  c a p t iv e .  
B u t  b e f o r e  h e  c o u ld  is s u e  h i s  c o m m a n d ,  a n 
o th e r  f ig u re  s to o d  u p  in  fu l l  v ie w .

I t  w a s  s l ig h t  a n d  b o y is h ,  in  c h a p s  a n d  
b lo u s e d  s h i r t .  Y e t  th e r e  w a s  n o  m is ta k in g  
i t  f o r  o th e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  a  g ir l .  L ik e  th e

m a n ,  s h e  h e ld  a  s n u b n o s e d  c a r b in e  r e a d y ,  
w h i le  h e r  e y e s  t r a v e l e d  a lo n g  th e  b r i n k  o f  
t h e  m e s a .

S t a r in g  a t  t h e  tw o  o f  th e m  in  b r e a t h le s s  
a m a z e m e n t ,  R a n d  l e t  h is  o w n  g u n  m u z z le  
s a g  to  t h e  g r o u n d .  N o r  d id  h e  s t i r  t o  s t o p  
th e m ,  w h e n  th e y  t u r n e d  a n d  p ic k e d  th e i r  
w a y  a lo n g  th e  c o u le e  t o  t h e  m o u t h  o f  a  
r a v in e ,  w h e re  t h e y  v a n i s h e d  f r o m  h i s  s ig h t .

H e  k n e w  th e m .  T h e  m a n  w a s  D o lp h  
K e t t l e r ,  o w n e r  o f  th e  L a z y  K  s p r e a d ,  b e 
lo w  th e  M e s a  O r o n d o  P a s s .  T h e  o t h e r  w a s  
D o l p h ’s  g ir l ,  R o a n a .

W h e n  th e y  h a d  b e e n  g o n e  f o r  s o m e  t im e ,  
R a n d  g o t  u p  a n d  w a lk e d  s lo w ly  b a c k  to  
w h e re  h i s  c r e a m - c o lo r e d  m u s ta n g ,  T o u g h y ,  
h a d  s t o p p e d  w i th  d r a g g in g  r e in s ,  a f t e r  h e  
h a d  q u i t  t h e  s a d d le .  H e  w a s  th i n k in g  o f  
th e  K e t t l e r s ,  f a t h e r  a n d  d a u g h te r ,  f o r g e t 
t i n g  t h a t  h e  h a d  la b o r io u s ly  t r a i l e d  th e  
“ M a s k e d  K i l l e r ”  i n to  th e s e  r o u g h  b r a k e s ,  
o n ly  t o  lo s e  h im  h e r e .
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T H E  K e t t l e r  b lo o d  w a s  t a i n t e d  w ith  
o u t l a w r y ,  so  t h e  fo lk s  o f  th e  G r a n d  
R o n d e  in s is t e d .  H e  k n e w  th e i r  

s t o r y  w e ll, t h o u g h  i t  h a d  a lw a y s  s e e m e d  
u n f a i r  to  h im  to  c o n d e m n  a  m a n  fo r  h is  
b r o t h e r ’s a c ts .

N e a r ly  a  sc o re  o f  y e a r s  b e fo r e ,  w h e n  
R o a n a  K e t t l e r  w a s  a  m o th e r l e s s  b a b y ,  a  
r u th le s s  b a n d  o f  o u t l a w s  h a d  s p r e a d  t e r r o r  
a c ro s s  th e  p e a c e fu l  r a n g e  c o u n t r y .  T h e y  
h a d  c o m e  o u t o f  th e  G r a n d  R o n d e  b a d la n d s  
b y  w a y  o f  t h e  M e s a  O r o n d o  P a s s ,  w h e re  th e  
K e t t l e r  b r o th e r s .  D o lp h  a n d  T ic k ,  -w ere a l 
r e a d y  o p e r a t in g  th e  L a z y  K .

O ld  T o b e  D a h la n ,  R a n d ’s  f a t h e r ,  w h o  
w a s  s h e r if f  th e n ,  h a d  s e t  th e  t r a p  w h ic h  e n 
s n a r e d  T ic k  K e t t l e r ,  w i th  th e  p o s i t iv e  
p ro o f  t h a t  h e  w a s  th e  l e a d e r  o f  th e  b a n d .  
D o lp h  K e t t l e r  w a s  a r r e s t e d ,  to o .  A t  th e  
t r ia l s ,  T ic k  w a s  s p e e d i ly  c o n v ic te d  a n d  s e n 
te n c e d  to  h a n g .  B u t  D o lp h  w a s  f r e e d  fo r  
la c k  o f  e v id e n c e ,  t h o u g h  th e  s n a r l i n g  T ic k  
t r i e d  to  s h i f t  t h e  w h o le  b la m e  u p o n  D o lp h .  
H is  f a i lu r e  to  d o  so  h a d  tu r n e d  h im  in to  a  
r a g in g  b e a s t .  H e  h a d  s w o rn  t h a t  h e  v o t e d  
y e t l iv e  to  see  b is  b r o t h e r  t a k e  h is  p la c e  o n  
th e  s c a f fo ld  b u i l t  f o r  h im .

A n d  to  m a k e  g o o d  b is  t h r e a t  o f  v e n 
g e a n c e ,  T i c k  h a d  e s c a p e d  f r o m  th e  j a i l  in  
K a lo tu s  th r e e  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  t im e  s e t  fo r 
h is  e x e c u t io n .  O n ly  h e  h a d  n o t  c o m e  b a c k  
to  see  h is  b r o t h e r  h u n g .  I n s t e a d ,  h e  c a r v e d  
a  t r a i l  o f  b a n d i t r y  a c ro s s  th e  r a n g e l a n d  
f ro m  b o r d e r  to  b o r d e r ,  a n d  f in a l ly  v a n is h e d  
o u t  o f  t h e  p ic tu r e ,  w i th  n e w s  d r i f t i n g  in to  
K a lo tu s  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  s la in  in  a  b a t t l e  
w i l l  a  p o s s e  d o w n  in  N e w  M e x ic o .

D o lp h  s t a y e d  o n  a t  th e  L a z y  K ,  r a i s in g  
s to c k  a n d  m in d in g  h i s  o w a  b u s in e s s ,  w h ile  
R o a n a  g re w  u p .  T im e  h a d  s o f te n e d  th e  a t 
t i t u d e  o f  fo lk s  t o w a r d  “ th e  b a d  K e t t l e r s , ”  
o u t  h a d  n o t  e n t i r e l y  e r a s e d  th e  t a i n t  u p o n  
h e i r  n a m e .

T h e n  a  m o n th  b a c k ,  s h o r t ly  a f t e r  R a n d  
s u c c e e d e d  h is  f a t h e r  a s  s h e r if f ,  a  f r e s h  
s c o u rg e  o f  b a n d i t r y ,  w i th  a  s c o re  o f  k i l le r s  
h id in g  th e i r  id e n t i t i e s  b e h in d  b la c k  h o o d e d  
m a s k s ,  sw e p t d o w n  o u t  o f  th e  G r a n d  R o n d e  
b a d la n d s  o n c e  m o r e .  O n e  a f t e r  a n o th e r ,  
th r e e  s e p a r a t e  c a t t l e  s p r e a d s  s i t u a t e d  a d -  
v a n ta g e o u s K  to  th e  L a z y  K ,  b a d  b e e n  
r a id e d  in  d ie  d e a d  o f  n ig h t .  B u i ld in g s  a n d  
e q u ip m e n t  w e re  d e s t r o y e d .  R a n c h e r s  a n d

w a d d ie s  w e re  s h o t  d o w n  in  c o ld  b lo o d .
W i t h  t h e  f i r s t  o u tb r e a k ,  r e c o l le c t io n s  o f  

th e  b a d  K e t t l e r s  w e re  r e v iv e d .  T h e r e  w e re  
w ild  t a l e s  t o ld  o f  t h e  tw o  b r o t h e r s  w h o  h a d  
h e a d e d  a  b a n d  l ik e  t h i s  m a n y  y e a r s  b e fo re . 
T h e  b r o t h e r s  w e re  s p o k e n  o f  t o g e t h e r ,  f o r 
g e t t in g  t h a t  D o lp h  h a d  b e e n  c le a r e d .  T h e n  
i t  w a s  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  T i c k  K e t t l e r  w a s  d e a d ,  
b u t  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  b a d  K e t t l e r s  s t i l l  l iv e d  
u p  th e r e  b y  th e  p a s s .  A n d  s o o n  th e r e  w e re  
a n g r y ,  s u s p ic io u s  m u t t e r in g s  a g a in s t  D o lp h .

S a n d  a r g u e d  a n d  p le a d e d  w i th  h is  n e ig h 
b o r s  to  u s e  r e a s o n .  T h e n  h e  a n g r i ly  in 
fo r m e d  th e m  t h a t  h e  w a s  t h e  s h e r if f ,  a n d  
t h a t  h e  w o u ld  b r i n g  t h e  “ M a s k e d  K i l l e r ”  
in . H e  s a d d l e d  T o u g h y  th e n ,  a n d  a lo n e  
g r im ly  to o k  th e  t r a i l  o f  th e  o u t la w s .  O n ly  
n o w  th e  t r a i l  h a d  e n d e d  w i th  D o ln h  K e t t l e r  
a n d  R o a n a  c r o u c h e d  b e h in d  a  n e s t  o f  b o u ld 
e r s ,  s h o o t in g  a t  h i m !

f  |  D R Y I N G  h a r d  to  p u z z le  o u t  t h i s  d i-
|  le m m a  R a n d  c u t  d o w n  th r o u g h  a

J L  c a n y o n  a n d  c a m e  in to  a  s a u c e r  
b a s in .  T h e r e  h e  d r e w  a  s h a r p  r e in ,  d r o p p in g  
h is  h a n d  to  th e  b u t t  o f  t h e  .45  h o l s te r e d  a t  
h is  r i g h t  h ip .

T h r e e  h o r s e m e n  w e re  r i d in g  to w a r d  h im . 
T h e y  w e re  n o  s t r a n g e r s ,  e i t h e r .  T h e  l e a d e r  
w a s  F u l t o n  S to n e m a n ,  t h e  s h e e p m a n ,  w h o  
h a d  c o m e  in to  t h e  c o u n t r y  a  fe w  m o n th s  
b e f o r e  w i th  a  h u n d r e d  th o u s a n d  s h e e p  
w h ic h  h e  w a s  r u n n i n g  b a c k  in  th e  b a d la n d s ,  
m e n a c in g  th e  f r e e  g o v e r n m e n t  r a n g e ,  w h ic h  
h a d  a lw a y s  b e e n  u s e d  e x c lu s iv e ly  f o r  c a t t l e .  
B e fo re  lo n g , w i th  t h e  g r a s s  in  t h e  b a d la n d s  
b u r n i n g  o u t  a n d  th e  w a te r in g  h o le s  d r y i n g  
u p ,  t h e  s h e e p  w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  m o v e d  
a c r o s s  th e  d e a d l in e  s e t  b y  t h e  s to c k g ro w e r s .  
T h e n  w o u ld  c o m e  a  b lo o d y  s h o w d o w n  b e 
tw e e n  th e  tw o  fo r c e s .

S to n e m a n  n o w  c a r r i e d  a  c a r b in e  c a r e 
le s s ly  a c r o s s  h is  s a d d le b o w . T h e  m e n  w i th  
h im  w e re  to u g h - lo o k in g  h o m b r e s ,  w e ll-  
h e e le d  w i th  c a r b i n e s  a n d  s ix -g u n s .  B u t  
S to n e m a n  to w e r e d  a b o v e  th e m ,  d o m in a t in g  
th e m ,  h i s  l e a t h e r y ,  s u n - p a r c h e d  fa c e  tw is t 
e d  i n to  a  s n a r l ,  h is  e y e s  h a r d  a n d  c ru e l .

“ S o m e  lu c k ,  f i n d in ’ th e  s h e r if f  h e r e ! ”  h e  
s n e e r e d .

“ W h a t  a r e  y o u  d o i n ’ in  th e s e  p a r t s ? ”  
R a n d  s u s p ic io u s ly  d e m a n d e d ,  lo o k in g  
le v e l ly  b a c k  a t  h im .
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“ W e ’re  s e t t i n ’ h a r d  o n  th e  t r a i l  o ’ th e  
M a s k e d  K i l l e r ’s  o u t f i t ! ”  S to n e m a n  a n 
s w e re d . “ T h e y  r a i d e d  m y  s h e e p  l a s t  n ig h t .  
F iv e  th o u s a n d  h e a d  b u tc h e r e d  o r  s c a t t e r e d  
c le a n  f ro m  h e l l  t ’ b r e a k f a s t .  T w o  o ’ m y  
b e s t  h e r d e r s  b e a t e n  t i l l  t h e y ’r e  n e a r  d e a d .  
L o n g ’s  th e s e  o u t l a w s  h o ld  th e m s e lv e s  t ’ c a t 
t l e  s p r e a d s ,  i t  a i n ’t  n o n e  o ’ m y  b u s in e s s .  
B u t  w h e n  th e y  b u c k  u p  a g ’i n ’ m e , t h e y ’v e  
s ig n e d  t h e i r  d e a th  w a r r a n t s . ”

“ M a y b e  y o u ’v e  g o t  a n  id e a  w h o  th e  
M a s k e d  K i l l e r  i s ? ”  R a n d  a s k e d ,  h o ld in g  
h im s e l f  in  r e s t r a i n t .  H e  h a d  a n  in t e n s e  
d is l ik e  f o r  F u l t o n  S to n e m a n .

“ Y o u ’r e  t h e  o n ly  o n e  w h ic h  p r e t e n d s  y o u  
d o n ’t  k n o w ,”  t h e  s h e e p m a n  s w o re . “ W h o  
b e s id e s  D o lp h  K e t t l e r  is  b e n e f i t i n ’ b y  
w ip in ’ o u t  th e m  c a t t l e d  s p r e a d s ,  w i th  t h e i r  
f in e  m e a d o w s  a n ’ w a te r ?  N o b o d y !  W h o ’ll 
i t  h e lp  m o r e ’n  D o lp h  K e t t l e r  to  k e e p  m y  
s h e e p  o f f ’n  t h e  E n t i a t  P l a t e a u ?  N o b o d y !  
A n ’ t h a t ’s  y o u r  a n s w e r ,  M i s t e r  S h e r i f f ! ”  

“ T h a t ’s  a  g u e s s ,  b u t  i t  a i n ’t  p r o o f , ”  
R a n d  r e t o r t e d  w i th  m o u n t in g  ra g e .

“ W e  f o u n d  th e  p r o o f  f o r  y o u  l a s t  n ig h t ,  
i f  y o u  g o t  th e  g u t s  t ’ u s e  i t .  O n e  o f  m y  
b o y s  to r e  th e  h o o d e d  m a s k  o f f ’n  t h e  l e a d 
e r ’s  h e a d  a n ’ s e e n  h is  fa c e .  H e  lo o k e d  l ik e  
a  d e v i l ,  w i th  a  r e d  s c a r  a c r o s s  h i s  c h e e k .  
M y  h e r d e r ’l l  s w e a r  t o  t h a t  b e f o r e  a  ju r y .  
T h e r e ’s o n ly  o n e  m a n  in  th e s e  p a r t s  w e a r in ’ 
a  r e d  s c a r  o n  h i s  c h e e k .  H i s  n a m e ’s  D o lp h  
K e t t l e r .  W e ’r e  h o t  a f t e r  h im  r i g h t  n o w . 
W e ’v e  r u n  h im  in  h e r e ,  a n ’ i f  y o u ’ll  fo l lo w  
u s , y o u  c a n  c la m p  o n  th e  h a n d c u f f s ,  w h e n  
w e  b l a s t  h im  o u t ! ”

T h in - l i p p e d ,  h i s  e y e b r o w s  d r a w n  in t o  a  
d a r k  s la s h  a c r o s s  h i s  f o r e h e a d ,  R a n d  
w a tc h e d  t h e  s h e e p m a n .  A n d  w h e n  h e  
s p o k e ,  h is  v o ic e  c u t  l i k e  a  k n i f e ,  t h o u g h  h e  
c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  e x p la in e d  w h y  h e  w a s  d e 
f e n d in g  D o lp h  K e t t l e r ,  u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m 
s t a n c e s  w h ic h  h e  h im s e l f  k n e w .

“ T h e  L a z y  K  h a s  a lw a y s  r u n  i t s  s t o c k  o n  
th e  E n t i a t  P l a t e a u , ”  h e  s a id .  “ T h a t  s h o u ld  
b e  w a r n in ’ e n o u g h  f o r  y o u  to  k e e p  y o u r  
s h e e p  o f f .”

“ E v e r y b o d y  k n o w s  y o u ’r e  s w e e t  o n  t h a t  
g a l  o ’ h i s ’n , ”  F u l t o n  S to n e m a n  s n e e r e d ,  
le a n in g  f o r w a r d  in  h is  s a d d le ,  h i s  d i s to r t e d  
fa c e  l iv id  w i th  a n g e r .  “ Y o u  w o u ld n ’t  t u r n  
a  h a n d  a g in  h e r  o !f m a n .”

T ig h t - j a w e d ,  s t e e l - e y e d ,  S h e r i f f  R a n d

D a h l a n  l e t  h im  f in is h ,  r e s t r a i n in g  a n  a lm o s t  
i r r e s i s t i b l e  im p u ls e  t o  s t r i k e  o u t  a t  t h a t  
l e e r in g  fa c e .

“ T h a t ’s  a  l ie !  ”  h e  c h o k e d ,  a n g r i ly .
“ W e ’ll  s e e . Y o u ’ll  s o o n  h a v e  th e  p r o o f  

t h a t  D o lp h  K e t t l e r ’s  t h e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r ,  b e 
c a u s e  I ’m  g o i n ’ t ’ l a y  i t  d o w n  b e f o r e  y o u  
a n ’ e v e r y b o d y  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  s o ’s  y o u  c a n ’t  
b e  m i s t a k e n ! ”

“ W h e n  y o u  d o , ”  R a n d  f lu n g  b a c k  a t  h im  
h o t l y ,  “ I ’l l  s e e  t o  i t  t h a t  D o lp h  K e t t l e r ’s 
h u n g  o n  t h e  s c a f fo ld  t h a t  w a s  b u i l t  f o r  h is  
b r o t h e r  T i c k ! ”

C h a p t e r  I I

MESA RIDERS

R A U C O U S  la u g h  in  h is  t h r o a t ,  F u l 
to n  S to n e m a n  s t a r e d  a t  R a n d .  

“ W h e n  y o u  d o , ”  h e  m o c k e d  h im  
d e r i s iv e ly ,  “ y o u ’ll b e  f i t t e n  to  c a l l  y o u r s e l f  
t h e  S h e r i f f .”  T h e n ,  p i r o u e t t i n g  a b r u p t l y ,  
h e  p u t  s p u r s  to  h i s  p o n y ’s  f l a n k s  a n d  r o d e  
s w if t ly  a w a y ,  c lo s e ly  fo l lo w e d  b y  h is  tw o  
h e n c h m e n .

G iv in g  u p  f u r t h e r  p r e t e n s e  o f  fo l lo w in g  
th e  t r a i l  w h ic h  h a d  l e d  h im  i n t o  t h e  b a d 
la n d s ,  R a n d  s w u n g  n o r t h w a r d ,  h e a d in g  in  
a  d i r e c t  c o u r s e  f o r  th e  L a z y  K ,  w h ic h  h e  
r e a c h e d  j u s t  a t  d u s k .  A n d  a l l  t h e  t i m e  th a t  
h e  w a s  r i d in g ,  h e  p l a n n e d  th e  m a n n e r  in  
w h ic h  h e  w o u ld  a p p r o a c h  th e  r a n c h e r .

T h e  tw o  w h o  h a d  t r i e d  t o  a m b u s h  h im  
o u t  in  t h e  b a d la n d s ,  h a d  o n ly  j u s t  a r r i v e d .  
R o a n a  h a d  d i s a p p e a r e d  in  t h e  h o u s e ,  b u t  
D o lp h  w a s  s t i l l  d o w n  a t  t h e  c o r r a l ,  u n s a d 
d l in g  t h e i r  p o n ie s .  W h e n  h e  s a w  R a n d  
c o m in g ,  h e  d r o p p e d  a  b r i d l e  a n d  g a th e r e d  
u p  h i s  r i f le ,  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  l e a n in g  a g a in s t  
a  r a i l .  H e  h e ld  i t  r e a d y  in  t h e  c r o o k  o f  h is  
r i g h t  a r m ,  h i s  e y e s  u n b l i n k in g  b e n e a t h  
s h a g g y  b r o w s ,  t h e  d is f ig u r in g  s c a r  a c ro s s  
h is  l e f t  c h e e k  a  f l a m in g  s c a r l e t  a s  i t  a lw a y s  
w a s  u n d e r  s t r e s s  o f  a n g e r ,  a  s u l le n  g lo w e r  
tw is t i n g  h i s  w h o le  fa c e .

I n  s p i t e  o f  h is  a g e ,  D o lp h  K e t t l e r  w a s  a  
p o w e r f u l  m a n ,  p h y s i c a l ly .  H e  w a s  a s  b ig  
a s  F u l t o n  S to n e m a n ,  t h e  s h e e p - r a i s e r .  A n d  
th e r e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a  t im e ,  b e f o r e  t h a t  
u g ly  s c a r  w a s  l a i d  a c r o s s  h i s  c h e e k ,  t h a t  
h e  w a s  c o n s id e r e d  h a n d s o m e .  T h e  w o u n d ,
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s a id  t o  h a v e  b e e n  in f l i c te d  d u r in g  a n  e n 
c o u n te r  w i th  h is  b r o t h e r  T ic k ,  e x te n d e d  
f r o m  th e  o u t e r  c o r n e r  o f  h is  l e f t  e y e ,  d o w n  
to  th e  c o r n e r  o f  h i s  m o u t h .  T h a t ,  a n d  th e  
b i t t e r  y e a r s  o f  l i v in g  a m o n g  p e o p le  w h o  
s h u n n e d  h im ,  h a d  s o u r e d  h i s  s o u l ,  so  t h a t  
h e  w o re  a n  h a b i t u a l  lo o k  o f  s u l le n n e s s  o n  
h is  fa c e .

R a n d  l e t  h is  h a n d s  d a n g le  lo o s e ly  a t  h i s  
s id e s  a s  h e  c a m e  u p  to  th e  c o r r a l .  H i s  e y e s  
w e re  s l i t t e d ,  b u t  h e  w a s  n o t  l e t t i n g  o n  t h a t  
th e r e  w a s  a n y t h i n g  u n u s u a l  a b o u t  h i s  c a l l .  
H e  c o u ld  n o t  b e  s u r e  t h a t  D o lp h  a n d  R o a n a  
k n e w  w h o m  th e y  h a d  t r i e d  t o  d r y g u lc h .  H e  
h a d  b e e n  r i d in g  b a c k  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  m esa ., 
s o  t h a t  o n ly  h is  h e a d  a n d  s h o u ld e r s  w e re  
e x p o s e d  to  t h e  c o u le e  w h e re  th e y  w e re  h i d 
d e n .  H e  w a s  w a i t i n g  f o r  D o lp h  to  m a k e  
t h e  f i r s t  b r e a k .

“ W h a t t a  y o u  w a n t  h e r e ? ”  t h e  r a n c h e r  
a r r o g a n t l y  d e m a n d e d ,  w h e n  R a n d  h a l t e d .  
“ I f  y o u  a im  to  l a y  t h e  la w  o n  m e , I ’ll  b l a s t  
y o r e  h e a r t  o u t !  ”

“ I s  t h e r e  r e a s o n  w h y  I  s h o u ld  w a n t  to  
a r r e s t  y o u ,  D o l p h ? ”  th e  y o u n g  o ff ic e r  c o u n 
t e r e d ,  s w in g in g  to  th e  g r o u n d ,  so  t h a t  h e  
f a c e d  th e  o ld e r  m a n .

“ T h e r e  m ig h t  b e ,  s e e in ' m e  a n ’ m y  w a d -  
d ie s  t r e a t e d  s o m e  o ’ S to n e m a n ’s  w o o ll ie  
n u r s e s  k i n d a  ro u g h  la s t  n i g h t . ”

“ I  h e a r d  a b o u t  t h a t ,  b u t  I  w a s n ’t  i n 
t e r e s t e d ,”  R a n d  a n s w e r e d  s lo w ly . “ I t ’s 
s o m e th i n ’ e ls e  t h a t ’s  b r o u g h t  m e  h e r e ,  
D o lp h .  T h i s  S to n e m a n  s w e a r s  y o u  a n d  y o u r  
b o y s  w o re  b la c k  h o o d s  o v e r  y o u r  h e a d s ,  th e  
s a m e  a s  t h e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r ’s b a n d .  W h a t  
d o  y o u  s a y  to  t h a t ? ”

“ W e  d o n e  i t  to  p u t  t h e  f e a r  o ’ th e  D e v i l  
i n to  th e m  s h e e p h e r d e r s .  Y o u  g o t  a n y  o th e r  
fo o l q u e s t io n s  to  a s k ,  ’f o r e  y o u  h e a d  o u t t a  
h e r e ? ”

“ Y e s !  W h y  d id  y o u  a n d  R o a n a  t r y  to  a m 
b u s h  m e  th i s  a f t e r n o o n ? ”  R a n d  f lu n g  b a c k .

A t  t h a t  D o lp h  K e t t l e r  s t a r e d  a t  h im  in  
u n f e ig n e d  s u r p r i s e .

“ W a s  y o u  t h e r e ? ”  h e  d e m a n d e d .  “ S to n e -  
m a n ’s g u n m e n  t r a i l e d  u s  a f t e r  t h e  f r a c a s  
l a s t  n ig h t .  T h e  b o y s  s p l i t  u p  a n ’ s c a t t e r e d .  
R o a n a  w e n t  o u t  t h e r e  a g ’i n ’ m y  w ill .  T h e m  
k i l le r s  k e p t  to  m y  t r a i l ,  p r e s s in ’ R o  a n ’ m e  
p u r t y  h a r d  a t  t im e s .  I  d i d n ’t  k n o w  y o u  w a s  
r i d i n ’ w i th  ’e m . O n ly  if  I  h a d ,  I ’d  a  s h o t  
i e s ’ th e  s a m e .”

“ R a n d  D a h la n !  A re  y o u  s id in g  in  w i th  
a  lo w  s h e e p - r a i s e r ,  a g a in s t  t h e  c a t t l e m e n ? ”  
th e  v o ic e ' o f  R o a n a  K e t t l e r  s h a r p l y  d e 
m a n d e d  b e h in d  th e m . S h e  h a d  c o m e  d o w n  
f r o m  th e  h o u s e  w i th o u t  h i s  h a v in g  h e a r d  
h e r .

“ T h i s  b u s in e s s  y o u 'r e  h i n t i n ’ a t ,  b o u t  
m e  a n ’ b l a c k  h o o d s  a n ’ t h e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r ,  
k e e p  i t  to  y o u r s e l f ! ”  D o lp h  w a r n e d ,  in  a  
h a r s h  w h is p e r ,  a t  s i g h t  o f  h is  d a u g h te r .  
“ R o ’s  g o t  p l e n t y  o ’ w o r r ie s  w i th o u t  m o r e  
f o o l i s h n e s s .”

R a n d  g la n c e d  s h a r p ly  a t  th e  r a n c h e r ,  
t h e n  w h e e le d  to  g r e e t  t h e  g ir l ,

“ N o t h i n g  l ik e  t h a t ,  R o a n a , ”  h e  a s s u r e d  
h e r .  “ I  to ld  F u l t o n  S to n e m a n  t h i s  a f t e r 
n o o n  t h a t  th e  s h e r i f f ’s o ff ice  w o u ld  n o t  h e lp  
h im  p u t  h is  s h e e p  o n to  c a t t l e  r a n g e . ”

“ T h e n  w h a t  w e re  y o u  d o in g  in  th e  b a d 
l a n d s ,  so  t h a t  w e  m is to o k  y o u  f o r  o n e  o f  
S to n e m a n ’s  o u t f i t ? ”  s h e  in s i s t e d ,  u n r e l e n t 
in g  to w a r d  h im .

“ I  f o l lo w e d  th e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r  in  t h e r e , ”  
h e  b l u n t l y  i n f o r m e d  h e r .

A t  m e n t io n  o f  t h a t  n a m e ,  t h e  g i r l ’s fa c e  
lo s t  s o m e  o f  i t s  c o lo r .  S h e  c a m e  c lo s e r  to  
R a n d ,  lo o k in g  in to  h is  e y e s .

“ D i d  y o u — fin d  h i m ? ”  s h e  a s k e d .

O L P H  g lo w e r e d  a t  h im  t h r e a t e n 

in g ly .
“ N o ,  R o a n a , ”  h e  a n s w e r e d  s t e a d 

i ly .  “ I  d i d n ’t  f in d  h im .  H e  g o t  p lu m b  
a w a y .”

“ D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  id e a  w h o  th e  M a s k e d  
K i l l e r  i s ? ”  s h e  p e r s i s t e d .  A  q u ic k  lo o k  o f  
r e l ie f  c ro s s e d  h e r  fa c e .  I t  s t a r t l e d  R a n d .

“ I  c o u ld n ’t  s a y , ”  h e  a n s w e r e d ,  d a r t i n g  
a n o t h e r  g la n c e  a t  D o lp h ,  w h o  w a s  t i l t i n g  
th e  m u z z le  o f  h i s  r i f le  so  t h a t  i t  c a r e le s s ly  
c e n te r e d  o n  h is  h e a r t .  “ B u t  I  k n o w  I ’m  
g o in ’ to  g e t  h im .  I ’m  g o in ’ to  h a n g  o n to  h i s  
t r a i l  n ig h t  a n d  d a y  u n t i l  I ’v e  r u n  h im  a n d  
h is  w h o le  m u r d e r i n ’ o u t f i t  to  e a r t h . ”

S w in g in g  b a c k  u p  a c r o s s  h is  s a d d le ,  R a n d  
a d j u s t e d  h im s e l f  to  t h e  l e a t h e r .  A ll t h e  t im e  
D o lp h  w a tc h e d  h im ,  l i k e  a  c o r n e r e d  a n im a l .

“ Y o u  b e t t e r  k e e p  y o u r  n o s e  o u t t a  th i s  
a f f a i r  u p  h e r e ! ”  h e  s u d d e n ly  b u r s t  o u t ,  a  
h a r s h  t h r e a t  i n  h is  w o r d s  a n d  h is  to n e .  “ I f  
y o u  d o n ’t  y o u  m ig h t  g e t  a  t a s t e  o ’ h o t  le a d !  ”

“ D a d !  W h a t  d o  y o u  m e a n ,  t a l k in g  to  
R a n d  l ik e  t h a t ? ”  R o a n a  d e m a n d e d .
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“ N o t h i n ’, ”  D o lp h  c a u g h t  h im s e l f  u p .  
“ O n ly  th i s  M a s k e d  K i l l e r  w o n ’t  s t o p  a t  
a n y t h i n g . ”

“ I l l  t a k e  c a r e  o f  m y s e l f ,”  R a n d  a s s u r e d  
h im ,  g a th e r in g  u p  h is  r e in s .  “ A n d  a s  fo r  
k e e p in ’ m y  n o s e  o u t  o f  th i s ,  w h y  1 g u e s s  
y o u  f o r g o t  I ’m  s h e r i f f ! ”

“ I ’m  w a r n i n ’ y o u  to  q u i t  y o r e  s n o o p i n '! ”  
D o lp h  s n a r le d  a n g r i ly ,  th e  u g ly  s c a r  a c r o s s  
h is  l e f t  c h e e k  f lu s h in g  s c a r le t .  “ Y o u  a i n ’t  
w a n te d  ’r o u n d  th e s e  p a r t s  r i g h t  n o w , a n ’ 
y o u ’d  b e t t e r  s t a y  a w a y ! ”

R o a n a  s t a r e d  f r o m  h e r  f a t h e r  to  R a n d ,  
a n d  b a c k  a g a in .  B u t  R a n d ,  b o t t l i n g  a  h o t  
r e t o r t ,  t o u c h e d  T o u g h y ’s  f l a n k s  w i th  h is  
r o w e le d  h e e ls  a n d  r o d e  s w i f t ly  a w a y  in to  
th e  d e e p e n in g  d u s k  w i th o u t  a  b a c k w a r d  
lo o k ,  b e f o r e  s h e  c o u ld  s p e a k .

T h e r e  w a s  s o m e th in g  w ro n g  h e r e .  P ie  h a d  
b e e n  t r y in g  to  f in d  e x c u s e s  fo r  D o lp h  K e t -  
t l e r .  B u t  D o lp h  h im s e l f  w a s  n o t  h e lp in g .  
W h e n  T o u g h y  h a d  c a r r i e d  h im  o u t  o f  s ig h t  
o f  t h e  tw o  w h o  s to o d  b y  th e  c o r r a l ,  w a tc h 
in g  h im , h e  s lo w e d  to  a  w a lk ,  f o l lo w in g  
a lo n g  th e  t r a i l  a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  th e  M e s a  O r -  
o n d o ,  t o w a r d  t h e  p a s s  t h a t  c u t  t h r o u g h  i t ,  
u p  o n to  th e  E n t i a t  P l a t e a u .

O n ly  h e  d id  n o t  c o n t i n u e  o n  to  t h e  p a s s .  
W i t h in  a  fe w  m i n u te s  n i g h t  p lu n g e d  d o w n  
u p o n  h im  w i th  th e  s u d d e n n e s s  o f  a  d o o r  
s l a m m in g  in  h is  fa c e .  T h e n  h e  t u r n e d  o ff 
t h e  t r a i l ,  c r o w d in g  in  b e h in d  a  j u n i p e r  
th i c k e t ,  w h e re  h e  w a i te d .

W i t h in  h a l f  a n  h o u r  a  fu l l  m o o n  n o s e d  
u p  a b o v e  t h e  h o r i z o n ,  s e t t i n g  o b je c t s  a b o u t  
h im  in t o  b o ld  r e l ie f .  T h i s  w a s  w h a t  h e  w a s  
w a i t i n g  fo r .  H e  c o u ld  s e e  a lo n g  th e  t r a i l  
f o r  a  c o n s id e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e  in  b o th  d i r e c 
t i o n s ,  w h i le  h e  a n d  T o u g h y  w e re  b o th  w ell 
s c r e e n e d  b e h in d  th e  t a n g l e  o f  b r u s h .

S a t i s f ie d  w i th  b is  p o s i t io n ,  h e  w a i te d ,  
q u i e t l y  a l e r t  t o  t h e  s o u n d s  o f  th e  n ig h t .  B u t  
i t  w a s  n e a r ly  tw e lv e  o ’c lo c k  b e f o r e  a n y th i n g  
u n u s u a l  h a p p e n e d .  T h e n  h e  h e a r d  a  r i d e r  
c o m in g  a lo n g  th e  t r a i l ,  f r o m  th e  d i r e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  L a z y  K .  H e  w a s  u s in g  w h a t  c a u t io n  
h e  c o u ld ,  h o ld in g  h i s  p o n y  to  a  w a lk .  R a n d  
d re w  h i s  .4 5  f r o m  i t s  h o l s te r ,  h is  e y e s  f ix e d  
o n  th e  p o in t  w h e re  t h e  r i d e r  w o u ld  a p p e a r ,  
a  d o z e n  y a r d s  f ro m  w h e re  h e  c ro u c h e d  in  
t h e  s a d d le .

H e  w a s  e x p e c t in g  t o  s e e  a  f ig u r e  w i th  
a  b la c k  h o o d  d r a w n  o v e r  i t s  h e a d ,  a n d  h e

w a s  s e t  t o  s p u r  o u t  o n to  t h e  t r a i l  in  f r o n t  
o f  i t ,  e i t h e r  to  k il l  o r  to  m a k e  a  c a p tu r e .

“ H o ld  ’e r ,  N e w t ! ”  h e  w h is p e r e d  to  
T o u g h y ,  s t r o k in g  h is  e a r s  to  k e e p  h im  q u ie t ,  
a s  t h e  s o f t  s q u e a k  o f  l e a t h e r  a n d  th e  t i n k l e  
o f  m e ta l  r e a c h e d  h im .  T h e n  th e  n ig h t  
r i d e r  s w u n g  in t o  fu l l  v ie w  a r o u n d  th e  b e n d .

H e  d id  n o t  w e a r  a  h o o d e d  m a s k .  S t a r in g  
a t  h im ,  w h e r e  t h e  m o o n l ig h t  s e t  h is  f e a t u r e s  
i n t o  b o ld  r e l ie f ,  R a n d  l e t  h is  g u n  s l ip  w e a k ly  
b a c k  in to  i t s  h o l s te r .  H e  w a s  lo o k in g  a t  
D o lp h  K e t t l e r !

Q u ic k ly  s u r v e y in g  th e  t r a i l  a h e a d  o f  h im , 
t h e  L a z y  K  o w n e r  t h e n  m o v e d  o n  to w a r d  
th e  p a s s .  R a n d  l e t  h im  g o , w a tc h in g  h im  
o u t  o f  s ig h t .  H e  h a d  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  
b e  t h e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r  w h o  p a s s e d  t h a t  w a y  
in  t h e  d e a d  o f  n ig h t ,  f o r  t h i s  w a s  t h e  t r a i l  
t h a t  th e  b a n d i t  b a n d  m u s t  fo l lo w  in  g o in g  to  
o r  f r o m  th e  G r a n d  R o n d e  b a d la n d s .  B u t  
a g a in ,  in  h is  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  h o o d e d  o u t la w s ,  
h e  h a d  f o u n d  o n ly  D o lp h  K e t t l e r !

D e te r m in e d  to  k n o w  w h y  D o lp h  s h o u ld  
r i d e  t h e  m e s a  t r a i l  a t  n ig h t ,  R a n d  c ro w d e d  
b a c k  u p  o u t  o f  h i s  h id in g  p la c e .

T h e r e  w a s  a  q u i c k  w a y  to  r e a c h  t h e  to p  
o f  t h e  M e s a  O r o n d o ,  w i th o u t  t r a v e l i n g  th e  
t h r e e  m i le s  a r o u n d  to  t h e  p a s s .  B a c k  to 
w a r d  th e  L a z y  K  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e ,  a  d e e p  
c r e v ic e  s p l i t  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  h ig h  m e s a ,  e x 
te n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  b o t t o m  to  t h e  to p .  T h i s  
o f f e re d  g o o d  f o o t in g  f o r  a n  a g i l e  p e r s o n  to  
c l im b  u p  o r  d o w n . R o a n a  h a d  o n c e  p o in t e d  
i t  o u t  t o  h im ,  te l l i n g  h im  h o w  s h e  o f t e n  
s c a le d  th e  s h e e r  c lif f  w a l l ,  to  s i t  o n  t h e  r im  
o f  t h e  m e s a  a t  d u s k .  T h e  p la c e  w a s  m a r k e d  
b y  a  d w a r f e d  p in e  t r e e ,  r o o t e d  in  t h e  c r e v 

ic e , tw o  t h i r d s  o f  t h e  w a y  u p .

B y  m a k i n g  u s e  o f t h i s  n a t u r a l  l a d d e r ,  

R a n d  c o u ld  g e t  u p  o n to  t h e  E n t i a t  P l a t e a u  
in  t im e  to  s e c r e te  h im s e l f  a n d  d e te r m i n e  j u s t  
w h a t  D o l p h ’s  p u r p o s e  w a s  u p  th e r e .

W h e n  h e  s p ie d  th e  t r e e  m a r k e r ,  h e  
g r o u n d - r e in e d  T o u g h y  in  t h e  t r a i l  a n d  
s t a r t e d  to  c l im b  u p w a r d .  T h e  t r i c k  w a s  
m o r e  d if f ic u l t  t h a n  h e  h a d  g u e s s e d ,  to  h e a r  

R o a n a  te l l  a b o u t  i t .  H e  w a s  fo r c e d  to  c a u 

t io u s ly  fee l h i s  w a y .

H e  h a d . g a i n e d  a  h e ig h t  o f  a b o u t  f i f ty  
f e e t ,  a n d  w a s  c l in g in g  to  a  p r e c a r io u s  le d g e , 
s e a r c h in g  f o r  a n o t h e r  h o ld  h ig h e r  u p ,  w h e n  

h e  h e a r d  a  c a v a l c a d e  o f  r i d e r s  a p p r o a c h i n g
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s w i f t ly  f r o m  th e  s a m e  d i r e c t io n  t h a t  D o lp h  
K e t t l e r  h a d  c o m e . T h e r e  w a s  n o  t im e  to  d e 
s c e n d  a n d  e s c a p e  o n  T o u g h y ,  n o r  c o u ld  h e  
m a k e  i t  to  s a f e ty  o n  to p .  F l a t t e n i n g  h im 
s e l f  a g a in s t  t h e  r o c k  w a ll ,  h e  w a i te d .

T h e r e  w e re  a  d o z e n  o f  th e s e  m e s a  r id e r s .  
L o o k in g  o v e r  h i s  s h o u ld e r ,  h e  s a w  th e m  
c le a r ly  in  th e  m o o n l ig h t .  A ll o f  th e m  w o re  
b la c k  h o o d s  o v e r  t h e i r  h e a d s .  W h e n  th e y  
c a m e  u p o n  T o u g h y  in  th e  t r a i l ,  th e y  d r e w  
to  a n  a b r u p t  h a l t ,  s h o u t in g  a n d  c u r s in g  in  
w ild  e x c i t e m e n t .

“ T h a t 's  t h e  k id  s h e r i f f ’s  c a y u s e ! ”  o n e  
r i d e r  id e n t i f ie d  th e  c r e a m - c o lo r e d  m u s ta n g .

“ L o o k  o u t !  H e ’s  a m b u s h e d  a r o u n d  h e r e  
s o m m e r s ,”  a n o t h e r  w a r n e d .

“ D r i l l  h im  d e a d ,  w h e n  y o u  s p o t  h i m ,”  
c a u t i o n e d  a  th i r d .

“ L e t ’s g r a b  h im  a l iv e  a n ’ s h o w  h im  €  
th e  B o s s ,”  s o m e o n e  e ls e  l o u d ly  s u g g e s te d .

E v id e n t ly  th i n k in g  t h a t  R a n d  h a d  q u i t  
h is  s a d d le  a t  s o u n d  o f  t h e i r  a p p r o a c h ,  a n d  
w a s  h id in g  c lo s e  a t  h a n d ,  t h e y  s p r e a d  o u t ,  
b e a t in g  th e  b r u s h  w i th in  a  r a d i u s  o f  a  h u n 
d r e d  y a r d s .  T h e y  s p e n t  t e n  m i n u te s  s e a r c h 
in g . R a n d ’s a r m s  a n d  le g s  w e re  n e a r l y  p a r a 
ly z e d ,  c l in g in g  d e s p e r a te ly  to  th e  c re v ic e . 
W h e n  h e  c o u ld  s t a n d  i t  n o  lo n g e r ,  h e  s h i f t e d  
h is  p o s i t i o n .  I n  d o in g  so , a  r o c k  b r o k e  lo o s e  
a n d  l a n d e d  in  th e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  g r o u p  b e lo w . 
A t  th e  s a m e  t im e  R a n d  n e a r l y  lo s t  h i s  b a l 
a n c e ,  c lu t c h in g  w i ld ly  fo r  a n o th e r  h o ld .  
M i r a c u lo u s ly  h e  s a v e d  h im s e l f .

A  s h o u t  w e n t  u p  a s  a l l  e y e s  t u r n e d  to  th e  
m e s a  w a ll .

“ C lim b  d o w n  f ro m  t h e r e ! ”  c a m e  th e  
h a r s h  o r d e r .  “ A n ’ le a v e  y o r e  g u n  a lo n e ,  o r  
w e ’ll c u t  y o u  in to  r i b b o n s !  ”

T ig h t - l i p p e d ,  s t i f f -m u s c le d ,  R a n d  s t a r e d  
a t  th e  h o o d e d  k i l le r s ,  d e b a t i n g  h is  c h a n c e s  
a g a in s t  th e m .

T h e n  s lo w ly  h e  b e g a n  to  fe e l h is  w a y  
d o w n w a r d ,  i n t o  t h e i r  m id s t .

C h a p t e r  I I I  

RENDEZVOUS

W H E N  R a n d  s e t  h i s  f e e t  o n  so lid  
g r o u n d  a g a in ,  t h e  m u z z le  o f  a  
g u n  w a s  p r e s s e d  h a r d  a g a in s t  

th e  s m a l l  o f  h i s  b a c k .
“ E a s y ,  b r o t h e r ! ”  a  h e a v y  v o ic e  s n a r le d

at. h im .  “ Y o u ’r e  p e p p i n ’ r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  i n to  
h e l l ! ”

A ll o f  t h e  h o o d e d  r i d e r s  h a d  d r a w n  u p  
in  a  s e m ic i r c le  a r o u n d  h im ,  a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  
t h e  m e s a .  T w o  o f  th e m  h a d  d i s m o u n te d ,  
a n d  w e re  s t a n d in g  o n  e i t h e r  s id e  o f  h im .

“ N ic e  s e e in ’ y o u  o u t  h e r e .  S h e r i f f ! ” 
s n e e r e d  th e  o n e  w h o  h e ld  th e  g u n ,  a  r a u 
c o u s  c h u c k le  in  h is  t h r o a t .  “ L o o k in g  fo r  
t h e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r ,  I  r e c k o n .  H o w ’d  y o u  
l ik e  to  p a y  a  v i s i t  to  h im  in  s t y l e ? ”

R a n d  s t i l l  h a d  h i s  o w n  h o l s te r e d  g u n .  
H e  tu r n e d  s lo w ly , so  t h a t  h e  w a s  lo o k in g  
a t  th e  d a r k  s i lh o u e t te s  c r o w d in g  in  c lo s e  to  
h im .  T h e y  w e re  a l l  s t a n d in g  in  th e  d e e p  
s h a d o w s  so  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  n o t  se e  th e m  v e r y  
c le a r ly .  B u t  t h i s  w a s  to  h i s  a d v a n ta g e  a s  
w e ll. T e n s e ,  p o is e d ,  h is  r i g h t  h a n d  s t a r t e d  
d o w n w a r d  in  a  s w if t  d r a w .

A s  th o u g h  th i s  m o v e  h a d  b e e n  a n t i c i 
p a t e d ,  a n o th e r  h a n d  s h o t  o u tw a r d ,  a n d  o n e  
o f  h is  c a p t o r s  s h u c k e d  th e  g u n  f r o m  h is  
h o l s te r  a h e a d  o f  h im .

“ T r y i n ’ to  k i l l  y o r e s e l f ,  y o u  c la n g e d  
f o o l ? ”  th e  n ig h t  r i d e r  r a s p e d .  “ D o n ’t  t r y  
n o  m o r e  m o v e s  l ik e  t h a t ! ”

R a n d  r a i s e d  h is  h a n d s  a b o v e  h is  h e a d  
a g a in .  “ N ic e  m e e t i n ’ u p  w i th  y o u  b o y s  a t  
l a s t ! ”  h e  s a id ,  b e tw e e n  h is  t h in  lip s .

“ G e t o u t  h e r e  in t o  t h e  o p e n ! ”  t h e  m a n  
w i th  t h e  s ix - s h o o te r  o r d e r e d ,  g iv in g  h im  
a n o th e r  v ic io u s  p r o d  in  th e  r ib s .

H e  m o v e d  a w a y  f ro m  th e  m e s a ’s  b a s e ,  so  
t h a t  t h e  m o o n l ig h t  fe l l  o n  h im .  T h e  s h a d 
o w y  fo r m s  w e re  a l l  a b o u t  h im ,  h o ld in g  h im  
in  a  c lo s e  c i r c le  o f  b r i s t l in g  g u n s .  O n e  o f  
t h e  h o o d e d  k i l le r s  p r o d u c e d  r a w h id e  th o n g s ,  
a n d  h i s  w r i s t s  w e re  q u ic k ly  b o u n d  b e h in d  
h i s  b a c k .  T h e n  T o u g h y  w a s  le d  u p  b e s id e  
h im ,  a n d  h e  w a s  b o o s te d  a c r o s s  t h e  s a d d le ,  
w h e re  h is  a n k le s  w e re  t r u s s e d  to  t h e  s t i r 
r u p s ,  to  p r e v e n t  h im  f r o m  th r o w in g  h im 
s e l f  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  a g a in .

T h e  w h o le  p r o c e d u r e  o c c u p ie d  n o  m o re  
t h a n  a  c o u p le  o f  m in u te s .  T h e n  th e y  a ll 
s w u n g  in to  t h e i r  s a d d le s  a g a in ,  r e a d y  to  
p ro c e e d .

T h e  m a n  w h o  h a d  h e ld  t h e  g u n  a g a in s t  
R a n d  to o k  t h e  le a d ,  w i th  T o u g h y  fo l lo w 
in g  c lo s e  b e h in d  h im .  T h e  o th e r s  s t r u n g  
o u t  s in g le  file  a lo n g  th e  t r a i l ,  m o v in g  to 
w a r d  th e  p a s s  t h a t  w o u ld  t a k e  th e m  a c r o s s  
t h e  E n t i a t  P l a t e a u  a b o v e ,  a n d  o n  in to  th e
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b a d la n d s .  T h e y  ro d e  in  s i le n c e  fo r  th e  m o s t  
p a r t .  B u t  w h e n  th e y  h a d  g a in e d  th e  to p  
o f  th e  p a s s ,  a n d  th e  t r a i l  w id e n e d ,  th e  
g u id e  d r o p p e d  b a c k ,  fa l l in g  in  b e s id e  R a n d .

“ A im e d  t ’ d r y g u lc h  th e  M a s k e d  K il l e r ,  
d id  y o u ? ”  h e  a s k e d .

“ M a y b e ,”  R a n d  a n s w e r e d  e v e n ly .  “ O r  
m a y b e  I  w a s  j u s t  o u t  e n jo y i n ’ a  m o o n l ig h t  
r i d e .”

“ O r  s p a r k i n '  th e  K e t t l e r  g a l ! ”  th e  o u t 
la w  s n e e r e d .

T H E R E  w a s  p le n ty  o f  m o o n l ig h t  u p  
o n  t h e  p l a t e a u .  R a n d  to o k  a d v a n 
ta g e  o f  i t  to  s t u d y  h is  c a p to r s .  H e  

m a d e  m e n ta l  n o te s  o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
a b o u t  th e m  a n d  th e i r  p o n ie s ,  so  t h a t  h e  
m ig h t  re c o g n iz e  t h e m ,  s h o u ld  h e  m e e t  u p  
w i th  th e m  a g a in ,  u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  c i r c u m 
s ta n c e s .

T h e y  s e e m e d  in  n o  p a r t i c u l a r  h u r r y  to  
r e a c h  t h e i r  g o a l .  J o g g in g  a lo n g ,  t h e y  w e re  
s t r u n g  o u t  f o r  a  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  b e h in d  t h a t  
le a d e r .  G la n c in g  b a c k ,  R a n d  s a w  th e m  
s lo u c h e d  in  t h e i r  s a d d le s ,  e a c h  w i th  h is  
b la c k  h o o d e d  m a s k  d r a w n  d o w n  o v e r  h is  
h e a d  a n d  s h o u ld e r s .

I t  w a s  e v id e n t  to  h im  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  n o t  
b e e n  o n  a  r a id  t h i s  n ig h t .  I f  t h e y  h a d ,  th e r e  
w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  e x c i t e m e n t  a m o n g  
th e m .

O n c e  a c r o s s  th e  p l a t e a u ,  t h e y  p lu n g e d  u n 
h e s i t a t in g ly  i n to  t h e  G r a n d  R o n d e  b a d 
la n d s .  H e r e  w a s  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  a  w ild , 
b r o k e n  c o u n t r y  w h e re  w o lv e s  h a d  th e i r  d e n s  
a n d  r a t t l e s n a k e s  f lo u r is h e d ,  a  c o u n t r y  t r a 
v e r s e d  b y  a  l a b y r i n t h  o f  s e c r e t  t r a i l s  w h ic h ,  
to  t h e  u n in i t i a t e d ,  w o u ld  l e a d  n o w h e re ,  b u t  
w h ic h  s e e m e d  f a m i l i a r  e n o u g h  to  th e s e  g r im  
n ig h t  r id e r s .

A f te r  a n o th e r  h o u r  o f  tw is t i n g  a n d  w in d 
in g  a lo n g  a  to r tu o u s  c o u r s e ,  d u r i n g  w h ic h  
t im e  R a n d ’s  e y e s  w e re  b l i n d f o ld e d  w ith  a  
b a n d a n a  to  c o n fu s e  h im ,  t h e  c a v a lc a d e  
p i t c h e d  d o w n  o ff a  r id g e ,  i n to  a  n a r r o w  r a 
v in e .  H e r e  th e  b l i n d f o ld  w a s  r e m o v e d ,  a n d  
R a n d  s a w  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  e n t e r in g  a  l i t t l e  
s e c r e t  b a s in ,  l ik e  a n  a m p i th e a t e r ,  w a l le d  in 
o n  a ll s id e s  b y  h ig h  g r a n i t e  c liffs  t h a t  t i l t e d  
fo r w a r d ,  so  t h a t  t h e  o p e n in g  a t  t h e  t o p  w a s  
s m a l l e r  t h a n  th e  s p a c e  a t  th e  b o t t o m .  T h e  
w h o le  e ffe c t w a s  t h a t  o f  a  s p a c io u s  ro o m  
w ith  a  s k y l ig h t  t r a n s o m ,  th r o u g h  w h ic h  th e

s t a r s  a n d  th e  m o o n  s h o n e ,  s o f te n in g  th e  
b l a c k n e s s  o f  th e  in t e r io r .

A  f ire  m a d e  o f  s a g e b r u s h  s t a lk s  w a s  b u r n 
in g  in  th e  c e n t e r  o f  th e  c h a m b e r - l ik e  s p a c e ,  
a d d in g  i t s  l i g h t  to  t h a t  o f  t h e  m o o n .  A n d  
a r o u n d  th i s  f i re  a  g r o u p  o f  s ix  o r  e ig h t  h o o d 
e d  m e n  w a s  a l r e a d y  g a th e r e d ,  t h e i r  h o r s e s  
s t a n d in g  w i th  d r a g g in g  r e in s ,  b a c k  in  t h e  
s h a d o w s . A ll o f  th e m  w e re  o n  t h e i r  f e e t ,  
w a tc h in g  t h e  n e w  a r r iv a l s .  A n d  w h e n  th e y  
s a w  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  p r i s o n e r  a m o n g  th e m , 
th e r e  w a s  c o n s id e r a b l e  e x c i t e m e n t .

“ B o s s  g o t  h e r e  y e t ? ”  R a n d ’s  im m e d ia te  
c a p t o r  d e m a n d e d  o f  t h e  g r o u p  b y  th e  f ire , 
a s  h e  s w u n g  to  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  m o v e d  o v e r  
b e s id e  T o u g h y .

O n e  o f  th o s e  a d d r e s s e d  j e r k e d  h i s  h e a d  
to w a r d  th e  m o u th  o f  a  c a n y o n  l e a d in g  o u t  
o f  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s id e  o f  t h e  s e c r e t  b a s in .

“ W e n t  u p  o n  t o p  t ’ h a v e  a  lo o k  a r o u n d , ” 
h e  g ro w le d .  “ H e ’s g o t  s o m e t h i n ’ h e a v y  o n  
h is  m in d .  L o o k s  l ik e  a n o th e r  r a i d  c o r n in ’ 
u p . ”

T h e y  a l l  a p p a r e n t l y  k n e w  R a n d ,  o r  w h o  
h e  w a s ,  t h o u g h  h e  h a d  n o  w a y  o f  r e c o g n iz 
in g  a n y  o f  th e m  b e h in d  th e i r  m a s k s .

W i t h in  a  fe w  m i n u te s  a  r i d e r  e m e r g e d  
f ro m  th e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  c a n y o n  o n  th e  f a r  
s id e  o f  th e  b a s i n ,  a n d  c a m e  to w a r d  th e  
g ro u p .  R a n d  n o te d  a  te n s in g  o f  b o d ie s  a s  
t h e  o u t l a w s  w a tc h e d  th e i r  le a d e r ,  th e  
" M a s k e d  K i l l e r ”  h im s e l f .

L ik e  h is  f o l lo w e rs ,  h e  w o re  a  b la c k  h o o d  
t h a t  c o v e re d  h is  h e a d  a n d  d r a p e d  d o w n  to  
h is  s h o u ld e r s .  H e  r o d e  in  a m o n g  th e m  s lo w 
ly ,  h i s  f a c e  t u r n e d  to w a r d  R a n d ,  w h o  w a s  
s t i l l  o n  T o u g h y .  H is  e y e s  g l i t t e r e d  th r o u g h  
th e  s l i t s  in  h is  m a s k .  T e n  f e e t  f r o m  R a n d  
h e  r e in e d  in .  N o  o n e  c o u ld  m i s t a k e  h im , in  
s p i te  o f  h is  h o o d ,  o n c e  t h e y  h a d  s e e n  h im .

H e  w a s  a  b ig  m a n ,  b r o a d  s h o u ld e r e d  a n d  
p o w e r f u l ly  b u i l t ,  l ik e  D o lp h  K e t t l e r .  H i s  
v o ic e , w h e n  h e  s p o k e , w a s  n o t  e x a c t ly  
D o l p h ’s , b u t  h e  w a s  p la in ly  d is g u is in g  i t ,  
t a l k in g  d e e p  d o w n  in  h i s  t h r o a t .

“ W h a t ’d  y o u  b r i n g  h im  in  h e r e  f o r ? ”  h e  
s n a r le d  a t  t h e  g ro u p .

“ W e  s n a g g e d  h im  b e lo w  th e  p a s s  a n ’ 
d i d n ’t k n o w  w h a t  t '  d o  w i th  h i m ,”  o n e  o f  
th e  r i d e r s  a n s w e r e d ,  u n e a s i ly .

A  c o ld  s w e a t  w a s  f o r m in g  a l l  o v e r  R a n d ’s 
b o d y .  I n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r  
a t  l a s t ,  h e  c o u ld  h a v e  l i t t l e  d o u b t  b u t  t h a t



104 W E S T

h e  w a s  lo o k in g  a t  D o lp h  K e t t l e r .  A n d  n o w  
h e  k n e w  t h a t  a l l  th e  t im e  h e  h a d  b e e n  t r y in g  
to  f in d  e x c u s e s  fo r  D o lp h ,  t r y in g  to  p ro v e  
t h a t  h e  w a s  n o t  th e  o u t l a w  c h ie f ta in .

“ I f  I  c o u ld  s e e  th e  s c a r  o n  h i s  c h e e k ,”  
th e  th o u g h t  r a n  t h r o u g h  h i s  m in d ,  u n t i l  h e  
b r o u g h t  h im s e l f  u p  w i th  a  j e r k .  H e  w a s  s t i l l  
t r y in g  to  a l ib i  f o r  th e  L a z y  K  o w n e r .  S o  
a lo u d ,  h is  t h in  l ip s  c u r l in g ,  h e  a d d r e s s e d  th e  
m a n .

“ Y o u ’v e  g o t m e , so  i t 's  u p  to  y o u  to  d e 
c id e  w h e th e r  i t ’ll b e  a  r o p e  o r  b u l l e t s  fo r  
m e ! ”

f  I  V I E  M a s k e d  K i l l e r  s w u n g  d o w n  f ro m  
I  h i s  s a d d le  a n d  s to o d  in  th e  fu l l  l i g h t  

A  o f th e  f ire , lo o k in g  u p  a t  R a n d .
“ T h e  b o y s  m a d e  a  s l ig h t  m i s t a k e ,  b r i n g i n ’ 

y o u  in  h e r e ,”  h e  s a id  s lo w ly . “ I  g o t  n o  u s e  
f o r  y o u .  B u t  r u b b i n ’ y o u  o u t  w o u ld  o n ly  
s t i r  u p  a  b ig  m e s s . S o  I ’ll te l l  y o u  w h a t  I ’m  
g o n n a  d o . I ’m  g o n n a  s e n d  y o u  b a c k  o u t t a  
h e r e ,  a n ’ le t  y o u  g o  h o m e . O n ly  if  y o u ’re  
s m a r t ,  y o u ’ll s l a y  o u t t a  o u r  w a y ! ”

D u m b f o u n d e d  a t  t h i s  t u r n ,  R a n d  s t a r e d  
a t  h im . T h e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r  h a l f  t u r n e d  h i s  
f a c e  a w a y ,  g iv in g  a  s n a r l in g  o r d e r  to  o n e  o f  
th e  m e n .

“ H e y ,  y o u ,  E d !  C o m e  h e r e  w i th  y o u r  
h o s s . G u id e  S h e r i f f  D a h la n  b a c k  to  th e  
e d g e  o ’ th e  p l a t e a u  a n ’ t u r n  h im  lo o s e , th e n  
t e a r  b a c k  h e r e .  W e ’ll t a k e  a  l i t t l e  r e s t  w h ile  
w e ’r e  w a i t i n ’ f o r  y o u .  T h e n  w e  g o t  p la n s  to  
m a k e .”

A s  h e  s p o k e ,  th e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r  l i f t e d  o n e  
s id e  o f  h i s  b la c k  h o o d ,  e x p o s in g  a  p o r t io n  
o f  h i s  fa c e . R a n d  c o u ld  n o t  te l l  w h e th e r  
h e  d id  i t  p u r p o s e ly ,  o r  w h e th e r  i t  w a s  a n  u n 
c o n s c io u s  g e s tu r e .  A c ro s s  th e  c h e e k ,  f ro m  
t h e  c o m e r  o f  th e  e y e ,  d o w n  to  th e  c o m e r  o f  
t h e  m o u th  a  l iv id  r e d  s c a r  w a s  v is ib le  1 

M u t e ,  th i n k in g  in  t h a t  m o m e n t  o f  R o a n a ,  
a n d  w h a t  w o u ld  h a p p e n  to  h e r ,  R a n d  t u r n e d  
h i s  h e a d  q u ic k ly  so  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  n o t  g iv e  
a w a y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  h a d  s e e n  t h a t  s c a r .

“ Y o u  m e a n  fo r  m e  to  t u r n  h im  lo o se  
w i th o u t  d o in ’ a  d a n g e d  th in g  to  h i m ? ” th e  
r i d e r  c a l l e d  E d  q u e s t io n e d  d o u b t f u l l y .

“ Y o u  h e a r d  m e ! ”  t h e  l e a d e r  c u r s e d  in  
s u d d e n  r a g e ,  h is  g l i t t e r i n g  e y e s  f ix e d  u p o n  
R a n d ,  w a tc h in g  h im  c lo s e ly .  “ G e t  h im  o u t 
t a  h e r e  a n ’ g e t  b a c k ! ”

T h e  fe llo w  w a s  a b o u t  R a n d ’s  o w n  s iz e

a n d  b u i ld .  H e  w h e e le d  in  b e s id e  t h e  p r i s 
o n e r ,  p ic k in g  T o u g h y ’s  r e i n s  f r o m  th e  p o m 
m e l ,  t o  l e a d  h im .

“ B e  b a c k  p r o n t o , ”  h e  s l u r r e d  o v e r  h is  
s h o u ld e r ,  k ic k in g  T o u g h y ’s b e lly .

B e f o r e  t h e y  c a m e  o u t  o f  th e  c a n y o n ,  i n to  
th e  b r o k e n  b a d la n d s ,  h i s  g u id e  b l in d f o ld e d  
h im  a g a in .

“ A in ’t  t a k i n '  n o  c h a n c e s  o ’ y o u  d o u b l i n ’ 
b a c k ,”  h e  g ro w le d .

T h e y  r o d e  s w i f t ly ,  a n d  in  n o  t im e  a t  a l l ,  
th e  fe l lo w  E d ,  h a l t e d  a n d  r i p p e d  th e  b a n 
d a n a  f r o m  R a n d ’s e y e s . T h e y  w e re  a t  t h e  
e d g e  o f  th e  p l a t e a u .

“ L u c k y  y o u  a i n ’t  g o n n a  fe e d  th e  b u z 
z a r d s ,”  h e  s a id ,  g e t t i n g  d o w n  to  t h e  g r o u n d  
a n d  d r a w in g  a  k n i f e  w i th  w h ic h  h e  s la s h e d  
th e  th o n g s  b in d i n g  R a n d ’s  w r i s t s  b e h in d  
h im .  “ M o s t  g e n e r a l ly  th e  b o s s  p lu g s  th e m  
a s  g e ts  in  h is  w a y .”

H i s  h a n d s  f r e e ,  R a n d  r u b b e d  th e m  t o 
g e th e r  to  g e t  th e  b lo o d  s t a r t e d  to  c i r c u la t e  
a g a in .  E d  c u t  t h e  b o n d s  h o ld in g  h i s  le f t  
a n k le  to  t h e  s t i r r u p ,  th e n  w a lk e d  a r o u n d  o n  
th e  o t h e r  s id e  a n d  s e v e r e d  t h a t  c o rd .

A s  h e  f e l t  h im s e l f  f r e e ,  R a n d  b u n c h e d  h is  
b o d y  m u s c le s  a n d  f lu n g  h im s e l f  f o r w a r d ,  
f u l l  u p o n  th e  o u t l a w ,  w i th  a  l i g h tn in g  m o v e  
t h a t  c r u s h e d  h im  to  th e  g r o u n d ,  a n d  
w r e n c h e d  th e  k n i f e  f r o m  h i s  g r ip  b e f o r e  h e  
c o u ld  s t r i k e .  T h e n  h e  r e a c h e d  f o r  t h e  
b a n d i t ’s  g u n ,  j e r k in g  i t  f r o m  i t s  h o l s te r .  
A n d  in  t h e  s a m e  m o v e ,  h e  b r o u g h t  t h e  s te e l  
b a r r e l  d o w n  o n  th e  o t h e r ’s  s k u l l  in  a  te r r i f ic  
b lo w  t h a t  l a id  h im  o u t  c o ld .

W o r k i n g  s w if t ly ,  h e  c o m p le te ly  c h a n g e d  
o u t f i t s  w i th  t h e  u n c o n s c io u s  b a n d i t .  T h e n  
h e  b o o s t e d  th e  l im p  fo r m  u p  a c r o s s  h i s  o w n  
s a d d le  o n  T o u g h y ’s  b a c k ,  a n d  b o u n d  i t  
th e r e  s e c u r e ly  w i th  a  l a r i a t  r o p e .  A f t e r  t h a t  
h e  r u m m a g e d  a  s t u b  p e n c i l  a n d  s c r a p  o f  
p a p e r  o u t  o f  h i s  s a d d le b a g  a n d  w r o te :

“ H e r e ’s  o n e  o f  t h e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r ’s  b a n d .  
S h o v e  h im  in to  ja i l .  T h e n  s t a r t  a  b ig  p o s s e  
b a c k t r a c k i n g  T o u g h y  in to  t h e  b a d la n d s  
f r o m  th e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  th e  E n t i a t  
P l a t e a u .  R a n d . ”

P in n i n g  th e  n o te  to  t h e  o u t l a w ’s s h i r t ,  h e  
p o in t e d  T o u g h y  a n d  h i s  b u r d e n  to w a r d  th e  
p a s s ,  a n d  th e  to w n  o f  K a lo tu s ,  t e n  m ile s  
a w a y .

“ T o u g h y ,  o ld  p a l ,  y o u ’v e  g o t  to  d o  y o u r  
s tu f f  n o w ,”  h e  s a id  to  t h e  p o n y .  “ H e a d  in to
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K a lo tu s  w i th  n o  s to p o v e r s .  S ’lo n g ,  a n d  
g o o d  lu c k  to  y o u ! ”

W i t h  t h a t  h e  g a v e  th e  c r e a m  m u s ta n g  a  
f r i e n d ly  s l a p ,  a n d  s t a r t e d  h im  o n  h i s  w a y  
th r o u g h  th e  n ig h t  w i th  h is  s t r a n g e  f r e ig h t .  
T h e n  h e  g a th e r e d  u p  th e  v a n q u is h e d  o u t 
la w ’s b la c k  h o o d e d  m a s k ,  a d j u s t e d  i t  o v e r  
h i s  o w n  h e a d ,  a n d  c l im b e d  u p  a c r o s s  th e  
o u t l a w ’s s a d d le .

W a tc h in g  a  m o m e n t  to  se e  t h a t  T o u g h y  
w a s  m o v in g  s t e a d i ly  o n ,  h e  t h e n  p i r o u e t t e d  
h is  n e w  h o r s e ,  t u r n i n g  b a c k  in to  th e  b a d 
la n d s ,  o u t  o f  w h ic h  h e  h a d  j u s t  c o m e .

L e t t i n g  th e  p o n y  fo llo w  i t s  o w n  b a c k  
t r a i l ,  h e  h e a d e d  u n e r r in g ly  i n to  t h e  s e c r e t  
r e n d e z v o u s ,  w h e re  o n c e  a g a in  h e  fa c e d  th e  
M a s k e d  K il l e r .

C h a p t e r  IV

N IG H T ATTACK

T H E  o u t l a w s  o f  G r a n d  R o n d e  w e re  
s p r a w le d  a b o u t  o n  th e  g r o u n d ,  w a i t 
in g ,  w h e n  R a n d ,  d is g u is e d  a s  th e  

o n e  c a l l e d  E d ,  r o d e  b a c k  in t o  th e  h id e o u t .
I n  t h e  t e s t  a h e a d  o f  h im ,  h is  l i f e  h u n g  in  

t h e  b a la n c e .  O n e  fa ls e  m o v e ,  a n d  th e s e  k i l l 
e r s  w o u ld  r i d d le  h im  w i th  b u l l e t s .  B u t  h e  
d id  n o t  h e s i t a t e .  A ll o f  th e m  s t i l l  w o re  t h e i r  
m a s k s .  I t  a p p e a r e d  to  b e  a  r u l e  o f  th e i r  
l e a d e r  t h a t  n o  c h a n c e s  w e re  to  b e  t a k e n  b y  
r e v e a l in g  th e i r  f a c e s  e v e n  to  e a c h  o th e r .  A t 
s ig h t  o f  h im , th e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r  l e a p e d  to  
h i s  f e e t .

“ y o u ’r e  p l e n t y  s lo w  g e t t i n ’ b a c k , ”  h e  
sw o re . “ W T a t  t h e  d e v i l  d id  y o u  h a v e  to  
t a k e  h im  c le a n  t ’ to w n  f o r ? ”

“ W a i t e d  to  m a k e  s u r e  h e  g o t  o u t a  th e  
c o u n t r y ,  B o s s ,”  R a n d  a n s w e r e d ,  r a i s in g  h is  
v o ic e  to  m a k e  i t  s o u n d  l ik e  E d ’s , b u t  t e n s e ly  
a l e r t  to  a n y  c h a n g e  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  h is  h e a r 
e r s .  F o r  a  te n s e  i n s t a n t  t h e  l e a d e r  s t a r e d  
u p  a t  h im , a  p u z z le d  lo o k  in  h is  e y e s ,  w h e re  
R a n d  s a w  th e m  th r o u g h  t h e  s l i t s  in  h is  
m a s k .  T h e n  h e  d is m is s e d  th e  f le e t in g  d o u b t  
w h ic h  h a d  s e iz e d  h im .

“ C o m e  o n , ”  h e  s a id ,  h a r s h ly .  “ W e  g o t t a  
g e t  b u s y . ”

R a n d  d r o p p e d  to  th e  g r o u n d ,  b r e a t h in g  
e a s ie r ,  a s  h e  jo in e d  th e  g ro u p .

“ W h a t ’s u p  th i s  t im e ,  b o s s ? ”  o n e  o f  th e  
h o o d e d  m e n  a s k e d .  -

“ T h e  h a r d e s t  jo b  w e ’v e  h a d ! ”  c a m e  th e  
h a r s h  a n s w e r .

“ W h y ’d  y o u  w a n t  to  t u r n  t h a t  S h e r i f f  
f e l le r  lo o s e  f o r ? ”  s t i l l  a n o t h e r  in j e c te d  u n 
e a s i ly .  “ H e ’ll h e a d  s t r a i g h t  t ’ to w n  a n ’ g e t  
a  b ig  p o s s e .”

“ M e b b e  t h a t ’s w h a t  I ’m  p l a y i n ’ f o r , ”  th e  
M a s k e d  K i l l e r  r e t o r t e d ,  w i th  a  r a u c o u s  
l a u g h .  H e  w a s  i n  h ig h  s p i r i t s  n o w . “ H e ’ll 
r o u n d  u p  e v e r y  m a n  in  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  r id e  
t h r o u g h  th e  b a d l a n d s  w i th  h im  a l l  d a y  t ’- 
m o r r e r ,  lo o k i n ’ f o r  u s . T h a t ’ll  le a v e  th e  
r a n g e  c le a r ,  w i t h o u t  n o  i n t e r r u p t i o n s .  T h e  
p o s s e ’ll  c o m e  r i g h t  b a c k  h e r e ,  o n ly  w e ’ll  b e  
s c a t t e r e d ,  l i k e  a lw a y s .”

“ W h e r e  w e  l a n d i n ’, b o s s ? ”  R a n d  v e n 
tu r e d .

“ T h e r e ’s  o n ly  o n e  p la c e  l e f t  t h a t ’s  a n y  
b e n e f i t  to  th e  L a z y  K , ”  c a m e  th e  s h a r p  a n 
s w e r . “ T h a t ’s th e  Z B  s p r e a d ,  d o w n  b e lo w  
hhe D o u b le  A r ro w ,  w h ic h  w e  w ip e d  o u t  l a s t  
w e e k .  T h a t ’s  w h e r e  w e ’re  h i t t i n ’ f o r  t h i s  
t im e ,  b o y s .  A n ’ w h e n  w e  g e t  t h r o u g h ,  t h e  
Z B  w ill g o  o u t t a  e x i s te n c e .”

“ T h a t ’s  a  s t r o n g  o u t f i t ,  B o s s ,”  s o m e o n e  
o b je c t e d .  “ I ’m  t h i n k i n ’ i t  w o n ’t  b e  n o  e a s y  
j o b . ”

“ Y o u  a i n ’t  p a id  to  t h i n k , ”  s n a r le d  th e  
le a d e r .  “ I ’m  h a n d i n ’ o v e r  b ig  m o n e y  to  y o u  
b o y s  to  d o  w h a t  I  s a y  a n ’ t a k e  y o u r  c h a n c e s .  
W e ’r e  w ip in ’ o u t  t h e  Z B !  A n ’ y o u ’ll g e t  
p a id  th e  n e x t  d a y . ”

H is  b lo o d  r u n n i n g  h o t ,  t h e n  c o ld ,  R a n d  
s id le d  o v e r  to  t h e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r  a n d  d r e w  
h i s  a t t e n t i o n .

“ T h i s  D a h l a n  j a s p e r  d o n e  s o m e  b r a g g i n ’ 
w h e n  w e  w a s  r i d i n ’ o u t ,  B o s s ,”  h e  s a id .  
“ R e c k o n s  h e  s e e n  y o u r  f a c e ,  w h e n  y o u  
r a i s e d  y o u r  h o o d .”

“ T h e n  h e  g o t  a  j o l t  t h a t ’ll  w a k e  h im  u p !  ”  
w a s  t h e  s n e e r in g  r e t o r t .  “ W h a t  e ls e  d id  h e  
h a v e  t ’ s a y ? ”

“ T h a t  h e ’ll  s e e  y o u  h u n g ,  ’f o r e  y o u  e v e r  
p u l l  a n o t h e r  j o b ! ”  R a n d  f lu n g  b a c k  r e c k 
le s s ly .

I D  h e  s p e a k  m y  n a m e ,  fo r  s u r e ? ” 
t h e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r  d e m a n d e d .

“ H e  c a l l e d  y o u  D o lp h  K e t -  
t l e r ! ”  R a n d  s a id  b o ld ly .  “ A n ’ h e  a im s  
y o u ’ll  s t r e t c h  y o u r  n e c k  f r o m  th e  s a m e  s c a f 
fo ld  t h a t  w a s  b u i l t  f o r  y o u r  b r o t h e r  T i c k ! ”

“ S m a r t  y o u n g  s h e r if f ,  a i n ’t  h e ? ”  th e
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le a d e r  la u g h e d  h a r s h ly ,  w i th o u t  m i r th .  
‘‘Y o u  h e a r  t h a t ,  b o y s ?  Y o u ’r e  a l i  i n v i t e d  

to  th e  b a n g i n ’ o ’ D o lp h  K e t t l e r .  W a tc h  
fo r  th e  d a t e ,  a n ’ b e  t h e r e  to  l a u g h .

“ O n ly  r i g h t  n o w  w e g o t  m o r e  im p o r t a n t  
w o rk  a h e a d  o ’ u s .  W e ’r e  g o n n a  w o r k  th i s  
th in g  t 'm o r r e r  n ig h t  ’b o u t  t h e  w a y  w e ’v e  
h a n d le d  th e  o th e r s .  W e ’ll  g e t  b a c k  t ’ o u r  
r e g ’la r  p la c e s  t h r o u g h  th e  d a y .  T h e n  w e ’ll 
m e e t a t  t h e  f o o t  o ’ t h e  p a s s  a t  t e n  o ’c lo c k  
t ’m o r r e r  n ig h t .  S e h r i f f  D a h l a n  a n ’ h is  p o s 
s e ’ll b e  s c a t t e r e d  f r o m  h e l l  to  b r e a k f a s t  
ih r o u g h  th e  b a d la n d s  b y  t h e n ,  so  w e  d o n ’t 
h a v e  to  w o r ry  ’b o u t  th e m .

“ I t ’s  l ik e ly  t h a t  t h e r e ’ll o n ly  b e  a  h a n d 
fu l in  th e  b u n k h o u s e  a t  th e  Z B ,  to o .  W e ’ll 
c r e e p  in  th e r e  a n ’ g e t  o u r s e lv e s  p l a n t e d  a l l  
o v e r  th e  p la c e .  T h e n  o n e  o ’ y o u  b o y s ’ll g o  
r i d i n ’ l ik e  t h e  d e v il  w a s  a f t e r  y o u ,  s t r a i g h t  
u p  to  t h e  b u n k h o u s e ,  h o l l e r i n ’ t h a t  th e  
M a s k e d  K i l l e r ’s c o in in ’, l ik e  w e  d o n e  o v e r  
to  th e  D o u b le  A r ro w . T h a t ’ll  b r in g  th e  
c re w  o u t ,  a n ’ 0 1 ’ M a n  J o n e s ,  to o . W h e n  
t h e y ’re  a l l  in  th e  o p e n ,  w e ’ll o p e n  w id e  a n ’ 
m o w  ’e m  d o w n , w ith  th e  f i r s t  b la s t .  N o w  
w h ic h  o n e  o ’ y o u ’ll  m a k e  t h a t  r i d e  to  th e  
b u n k h o u s e ?  T h e r e ’s f i f ty  d o l l a r s  e x t r a  
w a i t i n ’ fo r  th e  o n e  w h ic h  d o e s  i t . ”

“ I  w i l l ! ”  R a n d  s p o k e  u p  e a g e r ly ,  h is  
b r a in  o n  fire .

“ Y o u  m a d e  i t  a t  th e  D o u b le  A r ro w , E d , ” 
th e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r  r e m in d e d  h im .  “ G iv e  
s o m e b o d y  e ls e  a  c h a n c ’t  i f  t h e y  w a n t  i t . ”

“ I  n e e d  th e  d o u g h ,”  R a n d  in s is t e d .
“ A w , le t  h im  h a v e  i t , ”  s e v e r a l  m e n  s p o k e  

u p .
“ A ll r i g h t ,  th e n ,  E d .  Y o u ’ll m a k e  th e  

p la y .  A n ’ d o  a  g o o d  jo b .  A  lo t  h a n g s  o n  
g e t t i n ’ ’e m  a ll  o u t  in  t h e  o p e n  a t  t h e  s t a r t .  
S o m e  o ’ u s  m ig h t  g e t  h u r t  i f  y o u  d o n ’t. 
T h a t ’s a l l  n o w . S c a t t e r  o u t t a  h e r e  a n ’ d o n ’t 
n o b o d y  b e  la t e  t 'm o r r e r . ”

M a s k e d  r id e r s  to o k  to  th e i r  h o r s e s  th e n ,  
le a v in g  th e  r e n d e z v o u s ,  d r i f t i n g  o u t  o f  th e r e  
in  g r o u p s  o f  tw o s  a n d  f o u r s .  T h e n  in  th e  
o p e n  th e y ,  h e a d e d  in  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s ,  
to w a r d  th e  c a t t l e  s p r e a d s  w h e re  t h e y  w e re  
e v id e n t ly  d a y t im e  w a d d ie s .  O n e  fe l lo w , 
c a l le d  G y p ,  c lu n g  c lo s e  to  R a n d ,  n o r  w o u ld  
h e  b e  s h a k e n  o ff. I t  w a s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  E d  
a n d  G y p  w o rk e d  a t  t h e  s a m e  r a n c h .

R a n d  w a s  d e s p e r a te .  H e  h a d  to  b e  fre e  
t h a t  d a y .  H e  h a d  to  c o n ta c t  th e  Z B  r a n c h ,

a n d  g iv e  i t  w a r n in g ,  o r  e ls e  m e e t  th e  p o s s e  
w h ic h  h e  h o p e d  w o u ld  b e  b a c k t r a c k in g  
T o u g h y .  S t i l l  G y p  c lu n g  to  h i s  s id e .

G y p  t a l k e d  a  lo t .  B u t  h e  f a i le d  to  a d d  
a n y  in f o r m a t io n  to  w h a t  R a n d  a l r e a d y  h a d .  
W h e n  t h e y  w e re  a lo n e ,  G y p  p u l l e d  h is  
b la c k  h o o d  f r o m  h is  h e a d .  I t  w a s  fu l l  d a y  
n o w , a n d  th e  s u n  w a s  h o t .  “ B e t t e r  s h e d  
’e r , ”  h e  s a id .

“ I  a i n ’t  e a s y  ’b o u t  D a h l a n , ”  R a n d  a n 
s w e re d .  “ I  d i d n ’t  l ik e  t h e  w a y  h e  a c te d  
w h e n  I  s e t  h im  f r e e ,  a n ’ I  a i n ’t  a i m i n ’ fo r  
h im  to  g e t  n o  e y e  fu l l  o ’ m y  m u g .”  A t  
t h a t  G y p  p u t  h is  h o o d  b a c k  o n .  R a n d  c o n 
t i n u e d  to  l e a d  th e  w a y  to w a r d  th e  E n t i a t  
P l a t e a u .  F in a lly  G y p  d re w  a  h a l t .

“ W h e r e  t h e  d e v i l  y o u  d r i v i n ’ f o r ,  E d ? ” 
h e  d e m a n d e d  s u s p ic io u s ly .  “ I  t h o u g h t  w e  
w a s  g o in ’ o v e r  t ’ th e  l i n e  s h a c k  a n ’ g r a b  
s o m e  s l e e p .”

“ Y o u  g o  a h e a d , ”  R a n d  u r g e d .  “ I ’ll b e  
a lo n g  l a t e r . ”

“ Y o u  a i n ’t  a  b ig  ’n o u g h  fo o l to  m a k e  a n 
o th e r  t r y  a t  R o a n a  K e t t l e r ,  a f t e r  w h a t  s h e ’s 
h a n d e d  y o u ? ”  G y p  s c o r n f u l l y  d e m a n d e d ,  
t u r n in g  o n  R a n d .  “ I ’d  s h o o t  m y s e lf ,  ’f o r e  
I ’d  le t  a  g a l  p u l l  t h a t  o n  m e  a  s e c o n d  t i m e .”

T h i s  g a v e  R a n d  a n  o p e n in g .  “ I  a i n ’t  
g iv i n ’ u p  t h a t  e a s y , ”  h e  a n s w e r e d .  “ T h e m  
h ig h  a n ’ m i g h ty  k in d  f a l l s  h a r d e s t ,  w h e n  
th e y  d o  c o m e  d o w n .”

“ S u i t  y o r e s e l f ,  o n ly  I  w o u ld n ’t  b e  p l a y 
in ’ ’r o u n d  w i th  D o lp h  K e t t l e r ’s g a l w h e n  
s h e  fe e ls  t h a t  w a y ,”  G y p  s a id .  H e  t u r n e d  
h is  h o r s e ,  h e a d in g  n o r t h ,  a lo n e .

RA N D  m o v e d  s t r a ig h t  a c ro s s  t h e  E n 
t i a t  P l a t e a u ,  f o r  th e  p a s s .  A  few  
m in u te s  l a t e r ,  to p p i n g  a  lo w  r id g e ,  

h e  lo o k e d  in t o  a  c o u le e  a n d  s a w  D o lp h  K e t 
t l e r ,  w i th o u t  a  h o o d e d  m a s k ,  r i d in g  s w if t ly  
t o w a r d  t h e  L a z y  K .  B u t  h e  d id  n o t  t r y  
to  o v e r t a k e  h im , t h o u g h  h e  r e m o v e d  h is  
o w n  b la c k  h o o d  a n d  p u t  in  in  h is  p o c k e t .

A  l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  o n ,  c l im b in g  to  t h e  to p  
o f  a  lo w  b u t t e ,  h e  lo o k e d  to  t h e  w e s t  a n d  
s a w  F u l t o n  S to n e m a n ’s  b ig  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
c a m p ,  a n d  h i s  h u n d r e d  th o u s a n d  w o o llie s  
s c a t t e r e d  o v e r  th e  l a n d s c a p e .

K e e p in g  t r a c k  o f  D o lp h ,  R a n d  s a w  t h a t  
th e  r a n c h e r  w a s  m a k in g  f o r  t h e  p a s s ,  s o  h e  
t u r n e d  to w a r d  th e  M e s a  O r o n d o ,  a b o v e  th e  
L a z y  K  b u i ld in g s ,  w h e re  h e  h o p e d  to  o b 
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s e r v e  o o i p n ’s  a c t i o n s .  B u t  b e f o r e  h e  h a d  
g o n e  f a r ,  F u l t o n  S to n e m a n ,  h a v in g  s p o t te d  
h im  w h e n  h e  c l im b e d  th e  b u t t e  s h o r t l y  b e 
fo r e ,  c a m e  c h a r g in g  a t  h im , a c r o s s  th e  p l a 
te a u ,  f r o m  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  s h e e p  c a m p .  
H is  r i g h t  h a n d  c u p p e d  o v e r  th e  b u t t  o f  h is  
g u n ,  R a n d  d re w  u p  a n d  w a i te d  f o r  h im .

“ T a k i n ’ m y  t i p  o n  D o lp h  K e t t l e r ,  a r e  
y o u ? ”  S to n e m a n  s n e e r in g ly  a s k e d .

" G u e s s  y o u ’re  r i g h t  a b o u t  h i m ,”  R a n d  
g r u d g in g ly  c o n c e d e d .  ‘‘T h e  b la c k h o o d s  
g r a b b e d  m e  la s t  n ig h t  a n d  to o k  m e  to  th e i r  
s e c r e t  l a i r  o v e r  in  th e  b a d la n d s .  D o lp h  w a s  
th e r e .  1 s a w  h is  r e d  s c a r .  H e  d i d n ’t  h a v e  
th e  n e rv e  to  b u m p  m e  o ff, so  t u r n e d  m e  
lo o se . W e l l  g e l  h im  b e f o r e  h e  b r e a k s  lo o s e  
a g a in .”

‘;G o o d  w o r k ! ” S to n e m a n  s a id  w i th  s a t i s 
f a c t io n .  " Y o u  r u n  th e  o u t la w s .  I'll, a t t e n d  
to  th e  s h e e p  b u s in e s s .  T h a t  w a y  w e l l  g e t  
a lo n g  f in e .”

“ T h e  le s s  1 m e t  u p  w i th  t h a t  j a s p e r ,  th e  
b e t t e r  I ’ll f e e l ,”  R a n d  g r a t e d  a lo u d ,  w a tc h 
in g  S to n e m a n  r id e  a w a y  w i th  a  t r i u m p h a n t  
le e r  o n  h is  fa c e .

L e a v in g  h is  p o n y  b a c k  o u t  o f  s ig h t ,  R a n d  
c re p t  to  th e  m e s a ’s b r i n k .  D o lp h  K e t t l e r  
h a d  r e a c h e d  h o m e . R a n d  s a w  h im  s t a n d in g  
w ith  h i s  s a d d le d  h o r s e ,  a t  th e  c o r r a l ,  t a lk in g  
to  R o a n a .  B u t  a lm o s t  a t  o n c e  h e  t u r n e d  
a g a in  to w a r d  th e  p a s s .

S a t i s f ie d  t h a t  D o lp h  w a s  h u r r y i n g  b a c k  
in to  th e  b a d la n d s  to  r e jo in  th e  h o o d e d  o u t 
la w s , R a n d  g o t  h is  p o n y  a n d  c u t  s w if t ly  
a c ro s s  to  th e  t r a i l ,  to  h e a d  h im  o ff. S c r e e n e d  
b e h in d  a  n e s t  o f  b o u ld e r s ,  h e  w a s  w i th in  
tw e n ty  y a r d s  o f  th e  r a n c h e r  w h e n  h e  ro d e  
b y .  T h a t  w a s  th e  t im e  to  a c t .  Y e t  s o m e  im 
p u ls e  b e y o n d  h i s  c o n t r o l  s t a y e d  h is  g u n  
h a n d .  H e  l e t  t h e  o th e r  g o  o n  o u t  o f  s ig h t ,  
w i th o u t  m o v in g  to  s t o p  h im .

“ I  s h o u ld  h a v e  d r i l l e d  h i m ! ”  h e  b e l a 
b o r e d  h im s e l f  f o r  h i s  w e a k n e s s .

S o m e o n e  w a s  c l im b in g  o v e r  th e  ro c k s  b e 
h in d  h im . W h e e l in g ,  h is  g u n  d r a w n ,  h e  f a c e d  
R o a m a  K e t t l e r !  S h e  w a s  a f o o t ,  a n d  b r e a t h 
le s s , h a v in g  c l im b e d  u p  th e  c r e v ic e  o v e r  th e  
m e s a ,  in  a n  e f fo r t  to  h e a d  o ff h e r  f a t h e r .  
S h e  w a s  a s  s u r p r i s e d  to  se e  R a n d  a s  h e  w a s  
to  f in d  h e r .  H e  d r o p p e d  to  th e  g r o u n d ,  f a c 
in g  h e r .

“ W h y  a r e  y o u  s p y in g  o n  d a d ? ”  s h e  a n 
g r i ly  d e m a n d e d .

“ I  c o u ld  h a v e  s h o t  h im  w h e n  h e  w e n t  b y .  
B u t  I  le t  h im  g o .”

“ I  k n o w  w h y  y o u  w e re  a t  o u r  p la c e  y e s 
t e r d a y ,  a n d  w h y  y o u ’re  h e r e  n o w ,”  s h e  to ld  
h im  f ie rc e ly . “ Y o u  th i n k  th e  K e t t l e r s  a r e  
a l l  b a d ,  b e c a u s e  T ic k  K e t t l e r  w a s  b a d .  Y o u  
th in k  D a d ’s  l ik e  h im .  B u t  h e  i s n ’t ,  a n d  y o u  
le a v e  h im  a l o n e ! ”

S h e  w a s  n e a r l y  h y s t e r i c a l .  R a n d  t r i e d  to  
q u i e t  h e r .  “ R o a n a ! ”  h e  p le a d e d .  “ T h a t  
d o n ’t  m a k e  a n y  d if f e r e n c e  a b o u t  y o u . ”

“ G o  a w a y  f r o m  h e re !  ”  s h e  c r i e d ,  h e r  s l im  
b o d y  t a u t .  “ L e a v e  m e  a lo n e .  I f  y o u  th i n k  
th in g s  a b o u t  d a d ,  th e n  y o u  c a n  t h i n k  th e m  
a b o u t  m e . W e ’re  b o th  K e t t l e r s . ”

RA N D  g o t  S lo w ly  in to  h is  s a d d le .  
W h i t e - l ip p e d ,  R o a n a  r e a c h e d  o u t  
a n d  s e iz e d  th e  p o n y ’s  b r id le  r e in s ,  

s t o p p in g  i t .  H e r  d a r k  e y e s  f la s h e d .
“ D a d ’s  n o t  o n e  o f  t h e  o u t la w s ,  l ik e  y o u  

t h i n k ! ”  s h e  c r i e d .  “ H e  f o u n d  th e  M a s k e d  
K i l l e r ’s  m e e t in g  p la c e  l a s t  n ig h t .  H e  c r e p t  
c lo s e  e n o u g h  to  o v e r h e a r  th e m  p l a n n i n g  to  
d e s t r o y  th e  Z B  r a n c h  to n ig h t !  H e ’s  g o in g  
to  t r y  a n d  s t o p  th e m .  O n ly  I ’m  a f r a i d  h e ’ll 
b e  k i l le d  if  h e  f i g h t s  a l l  o f  th e m  a lo n e .  
T h a t ’s  w h y  I  c a m e  u p  h e r e  n o w , to  t r y  
a g a in  to  k e e p  h im  f r o m  g o in g .  O h , R a n d ,  
p le a s e  h e lp  d a d ! ”

R a n d  s t a r e d  d o w n  a t  th e  f o r lo r n ,  d i s 
t r a u g h t  g i r l ,  s c a r c e ly  a b le  to  b e l ie v e  h i s  
e a r s .  S h e  h a d  to ld  h im  th in g s  w h ic h  h e  
k n e w  w e re  t r u e ,  t h in g s  w h ic h  w o u ld  sp e ll  
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  h e r  f a t h e r  b y  t u r n i n g  th e  
la w  u p o n  h im . A lso  h e  k n e w  t h a t  h e  t r u s t e d  
R o a n a  K e t t l e r ,  h a d  a lw a y s  t r u s t e d  h e r .

“ L is t e n ,  R o ! ”  h e  s a id  te n s e ly .  “ Y o u ’v e  
g o t  t o  d o  w h a t  I  s a y  n o w  w i th o u t  a s k in g  
a n y  q u e s t io n s .  W il l  y o u  p r o m is e ? ”

“ Y e s !  Y e s ,  R a n d ,  I ’ll d o  a n y t h i n g  y o u  
s a y ,  to  s to p  th e  o u t l a w s ! ”

“ I ’ll b e  r i d in g  w i th  t h e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r  
a n d  h is  b a n d  t o n i g h t  w h e n  th e y  a t t a c k  th e  
Z B  r a n c h .  T h e y  t h i n k  I ’m  o n e  o f  th e m . 
I ’v e  a l r e a d y  s e n t  w o r d  in  to  K a l o t u s  to  g e t 
a  b ig  p o s s e  o r g a n iz e d .  I  w a s  w a i t i n ’ u p  
h e r e  to  m e e t  t h a t  p o s s e , a n d  g iv e  i t  d i r e c 
t i o n s  fo r  s u r r o u n d i n ’ t h e  Z B ,  r e a d y  to  w e l
c o m e  th e  o u t la w s .  B u t  f o r  m e  to  s t a y  
a r o u n d  h e r e  m ig h t  sp o i l  e v e r y th in g .  I  d o n ’t  
k n o w  w h e re  y o u  c o m e  in  o n  th i s ,  R o . B u t  
I ’m  t r u s t i n ’ y o u ,  a n d  I ’m  a s k i n ’ y o u  to  m e e t
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th o s e  p o s s e m e n  a n d  te l l  th e m  a b o u t  t h e  Z B  
r a id .  T e l l  t h e m  t o  s e t  t h e  t r a p  c a r e f u l ,  a n d  
t h a t  I ’ll le a d  th e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r  a n d  th e  
w h o le  o u t l a w  b a n d  in to  i t .  R o a n a !  L o o k  a t  
m e . A n s w e r  c a r e f u l ! ”

T h e  g ir l  lo o k e d  s t e a d i ly  u p  in to  h is  e y e s , 
u n f l in c h in g ,  f e a r le s s .  “ I ’ll p ro m is e ,  R a n d ! ” 
s h e  w h is p e r e d .

“ T e l l  th e m  t h a t  I ’ll b e  th e  o n e  w h o  r id e s  
u p  to  th e  r a n c h  f i r s t ,  s h o u t i n ’ th e  w a r n i n ’ 
t h a t  t h e  o u t l a w s  a r e  c o r n in ’,”  h e  h u r r i e d  o n . 
“ T h a t  w ill b e  t h e  s ig n a l  fo r  th e  p o s s e m e n  to  
lie  lo w , p r e t e n d in g  th e  p la c e  is  d e s e r te d ,  u n 
ti l  th e  o u t l a w s  c o m e  in to  th e  o p e n . T h e n  
th e y  c a n  a ll  b e  c a p t u r e d . ”

“ Y e s , y e s , R a n d .  I ’ll d o  e v e r y t h in g  y o u  

s a y . ”
S h e  le f t  h im  th e n ,  r u n n in g  s w if t ly  b a c k  

to w a r d  th e  b r in k  o f  t h e  M e s a  O r o n d o ,  to  
r e a c h  th e  L a z y  K  a n d  h e r  p o n y .

R a n d  t u r n e d  b a c k  in to  th e  b a d la n d s ,  
w h e re  h e  w a i te d  im p a t i e n t l y  f o r  n ig h t f a l l .  
T h e n  w h e n  i t  c a m e  h e  a s s u m e d  h i s  b la c k  
h o o d  a g a in  th e r e b y  t r a n s f o r m in g  h im s e l f  
f r o m  a n  o ff ic e r  o f  th e  la w  in to  th e  b a n d i t  
k n o w n  a s  E d  a n d  r o d e  b o ld ly  b a c k  to  th e  
fo o t o f  th e  p a s s  b e lo w  th e  M e s a  O ro n d o ,  
w h e re  t h e  e n t i r e  b a n d  o f  h o o d e d  o u t la w s  
w a s  q u ie t ly  a s s e m b le d  b y  t e n  o ’c lo c k . T h e r e ,  
to o , t h e i r  l e a d e r  jo in e d  th e m ,  in  a  s u l le n ,  
s u s p ic io u s  m o o d  t h a t  w a s  e x p la in e d  b y  h is  
f i r s t  w o r d s  to  th e m .

“ R a n d  D a h la n  h u n g  ’r o u n d  h e r e  a l l  d a y , ” 
h e  s n a r le d .  “ H e  d i d n ’t  g o  in to  K a lo tu s .  
H e ’s  f ig g e r in ’ to  p u l l  s o m e th i n ’. E v e r y  o n e  
o ’ y o u  b e t t e r  h a v e  y o r e  e y e s  o p e n .”  T h e n  
h e  a d d r e s s e d  R a n d  d i r e c t l y .  “ E d !  C o m e  
o v e r  h e r e ! ”

“ Y ’b e t ,  B o s s ”  R a n d  a n s w e r e d  p r o m p t l y .
“ I ’ll b e  s t a n d i n ’ a t  t h e  s o u th  c o r n e r  o ’ th e  

b u n k h o u s e ,  w a i t i n ’, ”  h e  s a id .  “ R id e  u p  to  
th e  d o o r ,  s h o u t i n ’ y o r e  w a r n i n ’. W h e n  th e y  
s t a r t  p o u r i n ’ o u t ,  r i d e  to w  Y d m e . I ’ll c o v e r  
y o r e  g e t a w a y .”

“ O . K . B o s s ! ”  R a n d  a n s w e re d  e v e n ly .
I t  w a s  a f t e r  m id n ig h t  w h e n  th e y  re a c h e d  

th e  Z B  s p r e a d  a n d  c a v v ie d  th e i r  p o n ie s  in  
a  d r a w  b e lo w  th e  lo w e r  c o r r a l .  O n ly  R a n d  
s ta y e d  in  th e  s a d d le ,  a n d  o n e  o th e r ,  d e s ig 
n a t e d  to  g u a r d  th e  h o rs e  c a v v v .

“ W a i t  t e n  m i n u te s ,”  th e  l e a d e r  i n s t r u c t 
e d . •‘T h e n  s t a r t  y o r e  r i d e ! ”

R a n d  g u e s s e d  a t  th e  t im e ,  a n d  w h e n  h e

t h o u g h t  t e n  m in u te s  h a d  p a s s e d ,  h e  w e n t  
f o r w a r d  a t  fu l l  s p e e d ,  in  a  w ild  r a c e  s t r a i g h t  
f o r  t h e  b u n k h o u s e .  A n d  to  t h e  c l a t t e r i n g  
e c h o  o f  th e  p o u n d in g  h o o f s ,  h e  a d d e d  th e  
fu ll p o w e r  o f  h i s  lu n g s .  S t r a ig h t  to  th e  
d o o r  h e  w e n t ,  le a p in g  f r o m  th e  s a d d le ,  to  
s e n d  t h e  p o n y  s p e e d in g  o u t  o f  d a n g e r  f ro m  
s la s h in g  b u l l e t s .

“ T h e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r ’s  c o m in ’ l ”  h e  
s h o u te d .

T h e  d o o r  s w u n g  o p e n .  I n  t h e  s h a d o w s  a t  
th e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  R a n d  s a w  a  f ig 
u r e  r is e  u p  q u ic k ly ,  w a i t in g .

A  h a n d  r e a c h e d  o u t  f r o m  th e  in s id e  a n d  
s e iz e d  R a n d ,  j e r k in g  h im  th r o u g h  th e  o p e n 
in g . T h e  d o o r  w e n t  s h u t  b e h in d  h im  w ith  a  
b a n g .  R a n d  D a h la n  k n e w  t h e n  t h a t  e v e r y 
th in g  w a s  in  r e a d in e s s  fo r  t h e  o u t l a w s  o f  
G r a n d  R o n d e .

R o a n a  K e t t l e r  h a d  k e p t  h e r  p ro m is e .

C h a p t e r  V

HOODS OFF

EV E R Y T H I N G ’S s e t ! ”  a  v o ic e  w h is 
p e r e d  to  R a n d ,  in s id e  t h e  b u n k 

h o u s e .
“ C o m e  o n ! ”  R a n d  s a id .  “ W e ’ll g e t  th e  

M a s k e d  K i l l e r  f i r s t . ”
T h e y  h u r r i e d  o n  t i p to e  to  th e  b a c k  d o o r ,  

a n d  s p e d  a r o u n d  to  w h e r e  t h e  h o o d e d  l e a d e r  
c ro u c h e d .  R a n d  h a d  h i s  g u n  le v e le d .

“ Y o u ’re  c o v e re d  d e a d  c e n t e r ! ”  h e  h a r s h 
ly  w a r n e d  t h e  o u t la w .

T h e  a n s w e r  w a s  a  f la s h  o f  o r a n g e  p o w d e r  
f la m e . T h e  p o s s e m a n  b e s id e  h im  p lu n g e d  
f o r w a r d  o n  h is  fa c e . R a n d ’s g u n  s p o k e  a s  
th e  k i l l e r  f i r e d  a g a in .  H o t  le a d  c r e a s e d  th e  
f le sh  o f  h i s  l e f t  a r m .  H e  j e r k e d  h i s  g u n  
o v e r  a n d  p r e s s e d  th e  t r ig g e r .  T h e  p in  fe ll 
o n  a  d e a d  s h e l l .  T h e  w e a p o n  w a s  t h e  o n e  
h e  h a d  t a k e n  f ro m  th e  b a n d i t ,  E d ,  t h e  n ig h t  
b e fo re .

T h r o w in g  i t  a n g r i ly  f ro m  h im ,  h e  le a p e d  
a s id e  a s  a n o th e r  b u l l e t  s t a b b e d  a t  h im . 
T h e n  h e  f lu n g  h im s e l f  u p o n  th e  M a s k e d  
K i l l e r ,  w r e n c h in g  th e  g u n  f r o m  h is  h a n d ,  
u p l i f t e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  s h o t ,  s e n d in g  i t  s p i n 
n in g  a w a y .  F o r  a n  i n s t a n t  th e  a d v a n ta g e  
w a s  w i th  R a n d .  H i s  a d v e r s a r y  h a d  b e e n  
s q u a t t i n g ,  a n d  R a n d  c a m e  d o w n  o n  h im  
w i th  h is  fu l l  w e ig h t ,  k n o c k in g  h im  o v e r
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b a c k w a r d .  T h e n  th e  o u t l a w  w a s  u p ,  a n d  
th e y  w e re  lo c k e d  to g e t h e r ,  r o l l in g  o v e r  a n d  
o v e r ,  tw is t i n g  a n d  s t r u g g l in g .

B y  n o w  th e  o u t l a w s  k n e w  t h a t  th e  p l a n s  
o f  th e i r  l e a d e r  h a d  g o n e  a m is s .  F r o m  d o w n  
b y  th e  h a r n e s s  s h e d  a  s h o t  w a s  f i r e d .  O v e r  
b y  th e  b a r n  a n o t h e r  b u l l e t  w e n t  w h in in g  
in to  th e  n ig h t .  T h e n  a  f u s i l l a d e  s t a r t e d ,  a n d  
h o t  le a d  p o u r e d  f r o m  a  d o z e n  s e c r e t  h i d 
in g  p la c e s .  T h e  b a n d i t s ,  s u d d e n ly  a w a r e  
t h a t  t h e y  w e re  t r a p p e d ,  b e g a n  to  c a r v e  t h e i r  
w a y  o u t .

T h e  s t a c c a to  r o a r  o f  t h e  b a t t l e  w a s  a l l  
a b o u t  R a n d ,  w h o  w a s  f ig h t in g  d e s p e r a te l y  
fo r  h i s  l i f e .  G u n s  w e re  b la z in g  f r o m  e v e ry  
s h a d o w ;  s c r e a m in g  d e a t h  w a s  la s h in g  th e  
n ig h t .  R e a c h in g  u p w a r d ,  R a n d  w r e n c h e d  
th e  h o o d e d  m a s k  f r o m  th e  h e a d  o f  th e  l e a d 
e r .  C r u s h in g  a r m s  c lo s e d  a b o u t  h im ,  s t o p 
p in g  h i s  b r e a t h .  A n o th e r  f ig u re  c r a w le d  u p  
b e s id e  th e m  o n  th e  g r o u n d .

“ W h ic h  o n e  is  y o u ,  R a n d ? ”  a  v o ic e  
b e g g e d . B u t  R a n d  c o u ld  n o t  a n s w e r .  T h e  
b r e a t h  w a s  g o n e  f r o m  h im . T h e  p o s s e m a n  
s t r u c k  a  m a t c h ,  c u p p in g  th e  f la m e  in  h is  
h a n d s .  I n  t h i s  l i g h t ,  R a n d  lo o k e d  s t r a i g h t  
in to  th e  tw is te d ,  s n a r l in g  fa c e  o f  t h e  M a s k e d  
K i l l e r ,  a n d  s a w  th e  w id e , l iv id  s c a r  a c r o s s  
h is  c h e e k .

T h e n  th e  l e a d e r  o f  th e  o u t l a w s  lo o s e n e d  
h is  h o ld  a n d  ro l le d  to  o n e  s id e ,  a s  R a n d ’s 
r e s c u e r  f i r e d  p o i n t  b l a n k  a t  h im .  H e  d id  
n o t  s to p .  H e  r o l l e d ’ o v e r  a g a in  a n d  l e a p e d  
to  h is  f e e t .  C r o u c h in g  lo w , h e  s p e d  a c r o s s  
th e  o p e n  s p a c e  b e tw e e n  th e  h o u s e  a n d  th e  
w o o d s h e d ,  a s  t h e  p o s s e m a n  e m p t ie d  h is  
g u n  a f t e r  h im .

T h e  b a t t l e  e n d e d  a lm o s t  a s  s u d d e n ly  a s  
it  s t a r t e d .  T h e  o u t la w s ,  k n o w in g  f r o m  th e  
c r a c k  o f  th e  f i r s t  g u n  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  
d o o m e d , f o u g h t  t h e i r  w a y  to  l i b e r t y — a s  
m a n y  o f  th e m  a s  c o u ld  m a k e  i t  th r o u g h .  
T h e r e  w e re  d e a d  a n d  w o u n d e d  l e f t  b e h in d ,  
b u t  so m e  m a d e  i t .  A n d  o n e  o f  th e s e  w a s  
t h e  l e a d e r ,  w h o  e s c a p e d  in  a  h a i l  o f  le a d .

R e e l in g  d iz z i ly ,  R a n d  s to o d  u p  a n d  
h e a d e d  f o r  t h e  c o r r a l ,  w h e re  t h e  o th e r  p o s s e -  
m e n  w e re  s a d d l in g  th e i r  p o n ie s .  H e  c a l le d  
h is  n a m e  o u t  to  t h e m ,  so  t h e y  w o u ld  k n o w  
w h o  h e  w a s ,  a n d  t h e y  g r e e t e d  h im  w i th  a  
s h o u t .  T h e y  h a d  h is  o w n  T o u g h y  a l r e a d y  
s a d d le d ,  a n d  w a i t i n g  f o r  h im .

“ W e  w a s  b a c k - t r a c k i n ’ y o r e  h o s s  w h e n

t h a t  K e t t l e r  g a l  r o d e  in  a n ’ g iv e  u s  y o r e  
m e s s a g e ,”  o n e  m a n  to ld  h im .  “ I  t a k e  b a c k  
w h a t  I  b e e n  s a y i n ’ a b o u t  a l l  th e  K e t t l e r s .  
O n e  o ’ ’e m ’s s t r a i g h t ! ”

R a n d  f e l t  a  w a r m  g lo w  in s id e  h im  a t  th i s  
p r a i s e  f o r  R o a n a .  T h e n  h e  t o u c h e d  
T o u g h y ’s  f l a n k s  a n d  r o d e  s w if t ly  o u t  o n to  
th e  o p e n  r a n g e  a lo n e .

G R A Y  d a w n  w a s  w a s h in g  t h e  r i m  o f  
t h e  e a s t e r n  s k y  a s  h e  l e f t  t h e  Z B  
to  i t s  s o l i t u d e ,  a f t e r  t h e  r a u c o u s  

b a t t l e .  H e  fo l lo w e d  th e  m o s t  d i r e c t  r o u t e  
to  t h e  K e t t l e r  s p r e a d .  A n d  w h e n  h e  c a m e  
to  t h e  L a z y  K ,  n e s t l e d  a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  
M e s a  O r o n d o ,  h e  ro d e  s t r a i g h t  u p  to  w h e r e  
R o a n a  w a s  s t a n d i n g  j u s t  o u t s id e  th e  k i t c h 
e n  d o o r ,  w a tc h in g  h im .

“ I s — e v e r y t h in g  a l l  r i g h t ? ”  s h e  a s k e d ,  
q u ic k ly .

“ T h e y ’r e  m o s t l y  w ip e d  o u t , ”  h e  a n s w e r e d  
h e r  g r im ly .  “ O n ly  th e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r ’s  
g o t  a w a y .  W h e r e ’s  y o u r  D a d ? ”

“ W h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t  h im  f o r ? ”  s h e  d e 
m a n d e d ,  in  s u d d e n  f e a r .

“ I ’m  h e r e ! ”  D o lp h  K e t t l e r  s n a r l e d ,  f r o m  
th e  o p e n  d o o r w a y  b e h in d  h e r .

R a n d  w a s  w i t h o u t  a  g u n ,  b u t  h e  lo o k e d  
le v e l ly  a t  D o lp h  K e t t l e r ,  w h o s e  h a n d  w a s  
c u p p e d  o v e r  t h e  b u t t  o f  t h e  .4 5  a t  h is  h ip .

“ I ’m  r i g h t ,  D o l p h ! ”  h e  s a id ,  s h a r p ly .  
“ T h a t  s c a r  r u n s  a c r o s s  y o u r  L E F T  c h e e k  
b o n e !  H o w  c o m e  t h e  s c a r  1 s a w  o n  th e  
M a s k e d  K i l l e r ’s  fa c e  a t  t h e  r e n d e z v o u s ,  a n d  
a g a in  a t  th e  Z B  a  w h ile  a g o ,  w a s  o n  th e  
R I G H T  c h e e k ? ”

R o a n a  s to o d  b e s id e  h e r  f a t h e r ,  lo o k in g  
u p  a t  R a n d .

“ D o n ’t  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d ? ”  s h e  p le a d e d .  
“ I t ’s  d a d ’s  b r o t h e r ,  T i c k  K e t t l e r .  H e ’s  f o r 
g o t t e n  w h ic h  c h e e k  th e  s c a r  w a s  o n .  D a d  
h a s  k n o w n  r i g h t  a lo n g  t h a t  i t  w a s  T ic k ,  
c o m e  b a c k  to  k e e p  h i s  p r o m is e  t h a t  h e  
w o u ld  s e e  d a d  h u n g .  H e ’s b e e n  w o r k in g  to  
th r o w  th e  s u s p ic io n  o n to  d a d ,  s o ’s  t h e  la w  
w o u ld  h a n g  h im .”

“ W h y  d i d n ’t  y o u  te l l  m e ? ”  R a n d  a s k e d  
th e  c a t t l e m a n .  “ I ’d  h a v e  b e l i e v e d  y o u .  I  
w a n te d  to  b e l ie v e  y o u .”

T h e  b i t t e r ,  c y n ic a l  s n e e r  d id  n o t  le a v e  
D o lp h  K e t t l e r ’s  s c a r r e d  fa c e . “ W h a t ’s  th e  
d i f f e r e n c e ? ”  h e ~ a s k e d .  “ I t ’s  in  t h e  f a m i ly ,  
a i n ’t  i t ? ”
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“ T h e r e ’s  a  l o t  o f  d if f e r e n c e ,”  R a n d  r e 
to r t e d .  “ H e ’s  n o t  R o a n a ’s  f a t h e r .  A n d  
y o u  a i n ’t  y o u r  b r o t h e r ’s  k e e p e r . ”

“ I  c o u ld  h a v e  d r i l l e d  h im  a t  th e  r e n d e z 
v o u s  n ig h t  b e f o r e  l a s t .  A n d  1 c o u ld  h a v e  
d o n e  i t  a g a in  l a s t  n ig h t ,  w h e n  h e  c o m e  d o w n  
th r o u g h  th e  p a s s ,”  D o lp h  s h r u g g e d .  “ B u t  
w h e n  I  h a d  a  c h a n c ’t ,  I  c o u ld n ’t  s e n d  a  b u l 
le t  th r o u g h  m y  o w n  b lo o d  b r o t h e r .  A n y 
th in g  e ls e  y o u ’d  l ik e  t ’ k n o w ? ”

“ Y e s ! ”  R a n d  g r a t e d .  “ I  w a n t  t h e  
M a s k e d  K i l l e r .  A n d  s in c e  I ’v e  f o u n d  o u t  
a b o u t  t h e  s c a r ,  I ’v e  g o t  a n  id e a  w h e r e  I  
c a n  f in d  h im  in  a  h u r r y .  A f t e r  y e s t e r d a y ,  
I  k n e w  i t  w a s n ’t  y o u ,  in  s p i t e  o f  t h e  s c a r .  
R o a n a  w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  t u r n e d  o n  h e r  o w n  
f a t h e r ,  e v e n  if  h e  h a d  b e e n  w r o n g .”

D o lp h  lo o k e d  q u ic k l y  a t  h i s  d a u g h te r .  
T h e  h a b i t u a l ,  tw is te d  s n e e r  o n  h i s  f a c e  h a d  
lo s t  s o m e  o f  i t s  s e v e r i ty .

“ I  s t a y e d  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  Z B  l a s t  n ig h t  
o n  p u r p o s e ,”  h e  e x p la in e d ,  la y in g  a  h a n d  
o n  h e r  s h o u ld e r .  “ R o  h e r e  b e g g e d  m e  to .  
S a id  y o u ’d  h a n d le  t h e  jo b  a l l  r i g h t .  A n ’ 
t h a t  i f  I  g o t  m ix e d  in to  t h e  f i g h t i n ’ a n ’ 
a n y t h i n g  h a p p e n e d  t ’ m e ,  e v e r y b o d y ’d  t a k e  
i t  w ro n g ,  s a y i n ’ I  w a s  t h e r e  t ’ h e lp  T i c k . ”  

“ I ’v e  g o t  e v e r y t h in g  s t r a ig h t e n e d  o u t  
n o w ,”  R a n d  a s s u r e d  h im .

T h e n  to  c o v e r  h i s  e m o t io n s ,  h e  c h a n g e d  
th e  s u b j e c t .  “ I  r a n  i n t o  F u l t o n  S to n e m a n  
y e s t e r d a y .  H e ’s  c r o w d in ’ h i s  s h e e p  in  
p r e t t y  c lo s e  to  y o u r  r a n g e  u p  th e r e  o n  th e  
p l a t e a u .  S h o u ld n ’t  b e  s u r p r i s e d  b u t  w h a t  
h e ’s  s t a r t e d  t h e  b ig  d r iv e  a l r e a d y .  T h i n k  
I ’ll g e t  u p  th e r e  a n d  k e e p  a n  e y e  o n  
th i n g s .”

“ I ’ll r i d e  w i th  y o u ,”  D o lp h  K e t t l e r  d e 
c id e d .

T h e  tw o  fo l lo w e d  th e  t r a i l  a lo n g  t h e  b a s e  
o f  th e  M e s a  O r o n d o ,  u p  th r o u g h  th e  p a s s  
a n d  o n to  t h e  p l a t e a u .  A n d  th e r e ,  w i th i n  a  
s h o r t  d i s t a n c e ,  t h e y  c a m e  u p o n  a  g r o u p  o f  
w a d d ie s  a n d  o th e r s  w h o  h a d  c o m p o s e d  th e  
p e s s e  o f  t h e  n ig h t  b e f o r e ,  a n d  w h o  h a d  
b e e n  p u r s u in g  th e  o u t l a w s  w h o  h a d  e s 
c a p e d .  T h e y  s t a r e d  in  a m a z e m e n t  a t  D o lp h  
K e t t l e r ,  fo r  a l l  o f  th e m  h a d  b e e n  c e r t a in  
t h a t  h e  w a s  p la y in g  th e  ro le  o f  t h e  M a s k e d  
K il l e r .

“ H e ’s  s t r a i g h t ! ”  R a n d  s a id  c u r t l y ,  j e r k 
in g  h is  h e a d  to w a r d  D o lp h .

S o  th e  w h o le  g r o u p  fe l l  i n  a n d  ro d e  w ith

th e m .  T h e y  m e t  t h e  a d v a n c e  g u a r d  o f  th e  
s h e e p  w i th i n  a  m i le .  T h e  w o o ll ie s  w e re  
p o u r i n g  in  o v e r  t h e  E n t i a t  P l a t e a u  l ik e  a  
b i l lo w y  s e a .

“ W a i t ! ”  R a n d  c a u t i o n e d  h i s  c o m p a n io n s .
A  lo n e  h o r s e m a n  ro d e  o u t  o f  a  s id e  c o u le e  

t o w a r d  th e m ,  a n d  h e  r a i s e d  o n e  a r m  a s  a  
s ig n a l  t h a t  h e  d e s i r e d  to  p a r l e y .  T h e y  a ll  
r e c o g n iz e d  th e  r i d e r  a s  F u l t o n  S to n e m a n .

“ A s  s h e r i f f ,  I ’ll g o  u p  a lo n e  a n d  m e e t  
h i m ,”  R a n d  to l d  t h e  o th e r s .

H e  h a d  b o r r o w e d  a  g u n  f r o m  D o lp h  
K e t t l e r ,  a n d  a s  h e  d r e w  u p  f a c in g  th e  
s h e e p m a n ,  h e  c o v e r e d  t h e  b u t t  w i th  h i s  
r i g h t  h a n d ,  r e a d y .

“ S t i l l  n o s i n ’ i n t o  m y  s h e e p  b u s in e s s ,  a r e  
y o u ? ”  t h e  b ig g e r  m a n  s n a r le d ,  h i s  h a r d  
e y e s  g l i t t e r i n g .  “ I  w a r n e d  y o u  b e fo r e .  
N o w  g e t  o u t ,  ’f o r e  l e a d  f l i e s ! ”

R a n d ’s  g r i p  t i g h t e n e d  o n  h i s  g u n ,  a s  h e  
l e a n e d  f o r w a r d ,  s t a r in g  i n t e n t l y  a t  t h e  
o t h e r ’s  fa c e .

“ W h e n  I  w a s  in  t h e  o u t l a w ’s  r e n d e z v o u s ,  
t h e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r  m a d e  a  d e l i b e r a t e  p o in t  
o f  l e t t i n ’ m e  s e e  t h e  r e d  s c a r  o n  h i s  c h e e k ,”  
h e  s a id ,  s lo w ly . “ L a s t  n ig h t ,  d o w n  a t  t h e  
Z B  r a n c h ,  I  s a w  t h a t  s c a r  a g a i n . ”

“ T h a t ’s  w h a t  I  s a i d  y o u ’d  s e e , w a s n ’t  
i t ? ”  S to n e m a n  s n a r le d .

“ Y e s ,”  R a n d  w e n t  o n  e v e n ly .  “ T h e r e  
w a s  a  r e d  s c a r  on the right cheek. D o lp h  
K e t t l e r ’s  g o t  a  s c a r  l i k e  t h a t  on his left 
cheek. H o w  c o m e  t h e r e ’s  s ig n s  o f  r e d  
p a i n t  o n  Y O U R  r i g h t  c h e e k — Tick Ket
tler!”

I N V O L U N T A R I L Y  t h e  s h e e p m a n ’s 
h a n d  w e n t  f ly in g  to w a r d  h i s  c h e e k .  
T h e n  h e  c a u g h t  h im s e l f ,  s t a r t e d  f o r  h is  

g u n ,  a  s a v a g e  o a th  r i p p e d  f r o m  h i s  t h i c k  
l ip s ,  a  m a n ia c a l  l u s t  to  k i l l ,  in  h is  g l i t t e r i n g  
e y e s .

“ I ’ll b l a s t  y o r e  h e a r t  o u t l ”  h e  c u r s e d .  
“ N o  y o u  w o n ’t ! ”  R a n d  b a r k e d ,  c o v e r in g  

h im  in  a  f la s h in g  d r a w .  “ D r o p  t h a t  g u n !  
A n d  g e t  y o u r  h a n d s  u p ! ”

B u t  T i c k  K e t t l e r ,  a l i a s  F u l t o n  S to n e m a n ,  
a l i a s  th e  M a s k e d  K i l l e r ,  s e e in g  th e n  t h a t  
h e  h a d  c o m e  to  th e  e n d  o f  h i s  r o p e ,  d ro v e  
h i s  s p u r s  d e e p  in to  h is  p o n y ’s  s id e s ,  l u n g 
in g  m a d ly  a w a y  f r o m  th e r e  a t  fu l l  s p e e d .

R a n d  c o u ld  h a v e  d r o p p e d  h im  w i th  a  

b u l l e t  in  th e  b a c k .  I n s t e a d ,  h e  s e n t  T o u g k y
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a f t e r  h im ,  l e a n in g  in to  th e  la n c in g  m u z z le  
f i re  w h ic h  th e  m u r d e r o u s  o u t l a w  le a d e r  
s p i l le d  b a c k  o v e r  h is  s h o u ld e r .

R a n d  s c a r c e ly  h e a r d  th e  a n g r y  b u l l e ts .  
H e  w a s  g a in in g .  F a s t e r  a n d  f a s t e r  th e y  
r a c e d ,  s t r a ig h t  a c r o s s  th e  E n t i a t  P l a t e a u ,  

to w a r d  th e  M e s a  O r o n d o .  C lo s e r  a n d  
c lo s e r  R a n d  c r e p t  u p o n  th e  k i l le r ,  a s  
T o u g h y  le n g th e n e d  h is  s t r id e s .

T h e  f le e in g  d e s p e r a d o  w a s  m a k in g  fo r  

t h e  p a s s ,  w h ic h  b r o k e  d o w n  o v e r  th e  m e s a  
j u s t  a h e a d  o f  h im . A n d  s t i l l  R a n d  h a d  n o t 

o v e r t a k e n  h im .

T h e n  u p  th r o u g h  th e  c u t ,  in  f r o n t  o f  h im , 
b lo c k in g  h is  e s c a p e ,  c a m e  R o a n a  K e t t l e r ,  
h e r  s n u b - n o s e d  r i f le  in  h e r  h a n d s .

T h e  s h e e p m a n  s a w  h e r  a n d  v e e r e d  s u d 

d e n ly  to  th e  le f t  a lo n g  th e  b r i n k  o f  th e  
m e s a , w i th  R a n d  c lo s e  b e h in d  h im .

T h e  e n d  h a d  c o m e  f o r  t h e  t e r r o r  o f  th e  

G r a n d e  R o n d e .  Y e t  in  t h a t  la s t  m o m e n t  h e  

h a d  a  c h o ic e  a s  to  h is  w a y  o u t .  A n d  h e  

m a d e  i t  w i th o u t  h e s i t a n c y .
S t r a ig h t  t o w a r d  th e  b r in k  o f  t h e  m e s a  

h e  t u r n e d  h is  p o n y .  T h e n  w h e n  t h e r e  w a s

n o  m o r e  t h a n  a  d o z e n  f e e t  b e tw e e n  h im  a n d  
e t e r n i t y ,  b e  d r o v e  h is  s p u r s  s t i l l  d e e p e r .  
T h e  p o n y  le a p e d  h ig h ,  a r c h in g  o u t  in to  
s p a c e .

T h e r e  w a s  a  s u d d e n  h u s h e d  s i le n c e  o v e r  
t h e  M e s a  O r o n d o .  T h e n  f ro m  f a r  b e lo w , 
t h e r e  c a m e  to  R a n d  D a h l a n ’s  e a r s  o n e  s in g le  

p ie r c in g  s c r e a m  o f  d e a th ,  t o r n  f r o m  th e  

p o n y  w h ic h  h a d  c a r r i e d  i t s  d e s p e r a te  r id e r  
to  th e  c lo s e  o f  h is  b lo o d y  c a r e e r  o f  o u t 

la w r y .
R a n d  d re w  r e in  a s  R o a n a  c a m e  u p  b e 

s id e  h im .
‘‘W h o  w a s  i t ? ”  s h e  w h is p e r e d ,  w i th  b a t e d  

b r e a t h .
“ T h e  o n ly  b a d  K e t t l e r , ”  h e  a n s w e re d  

h e r  e v e n ly .
T h e  tw o  o f  th e m  t u r n e d  to  a w a i t  D o lp h  

K e t t l e r  a n d  th e  p o s s e m e n  w h o  w e re  r i d in g  
m a d l y  t o w a r d  th e m .  T h e n  R o a n a  K e t t l e r  

r a i s e d  h e r  c h in  p r o u d l y ,  u n a s h a m e d ,  a s  
w ell s h e  m ig h t .

T h e  S h e r i f f  h a d  h is  a r m  t i g h t l y  a b o u t  
h e r  s l im  w a is t ,  so  t h a t  a l l  m ig h t  se e  w h a t  

t h e  la w  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  g o o d  K e t t l e r s .
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W ild  B u n c h  S tory

There was plenty of dead-or-alive 
money on John Ryan's head, but he 

could tarry to repay a debt of 
gratitude

F O R  p u b l ic  a n d  p r i v a t e  r e a s o n s  J o h n  
R y a n  w a s  r i d in g  a lo n e  d o w n  th e  lin e  
f r o m  th e  H o le - in - th e - W a l l  c o u n t r y  
in  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  B lu e  M o u n 

ta in s .  H e  in t e n d e d  to  b e a r  t o w a r d  th e  M o -  
g o llo n s , s o u t h  o f  w h ic h  w a s  th e  E n g l i s h  
o u t f i t  w h e re  h e  c o u ld  g e t  a  r i d in g  jo b .

N o  o n e  k n e w  j u s t  h o w  m u c h  m o n e y  i t  
w o u ld  b e  w o r th  to  b r i n g  J o h n  R y a n  in  to

112



W E S T 113

a  j a i l  a n d  d e l iv e r  h im  to  th e  la w  a u t h o r i 
tie s .  S o m e  s a id  i t  w o u ld  m e a n  $ 2 5 ,0 0 0  o r  
so  to  t h e  c a p to r .  A  g o o d  m a n y  o f  th e  r e 
w a r d s  o f f e re d  f o r  h is  c a p tu r e  w e r e  c o n t i n 
g e n t  u p o n  c o n d i t io n s  d if f ic u l t  to  fu lf il l ,  
s o m e  in c lu d in g  th e  w a iv in g  o f  r i g h t s  o n  r e 
w a rd s  o f f e re d  b y  o th e r s .  S u c h  s t r i n g - h a l t 
e r e d  o f fe rs  w e re  c h e a t s ,  fa l s e  p r e t e n c e s  fo r  
th e  p u r p o s e  o f  h a v in g  th e  n o te d  o u t la w  
k i l le d  o r  c a u g h t .  B u t  s t i l l  th e r e  w a s  
e n o u g h  r e w a r d  o n  h is  h e a d  to  w e ll p a y  
w h o e v e r  d id  t h e  jo b  o f  k i l l i n g  h im . A c 
c o r d in g ly ,  R y a n  h a d  to  k e e p  m o v in g .

H e  w a s  g u id in g  h is  c o u r s e  b y  th e  g la r in g  
s u n  a n d  u s in g  p e a k s  a n d  r a n g e s  o f  m o u n 
t a i n s  f o r  l a n d m a r k s .  I n  t h e  m o r e  d a n g e r 
o u s  c o u n t r y  h e  ro d e  a t  n ig h t  a n d  l a y  h o le d  
u p  b y  d a y .  H u n c h e s  o f t e n  h a l t e d  h im  fo r  
lo n g  s p e l ls  w h i le  h e  w a tc h e d  th e  g lo o m  o r  
th e  d u s t  a n d  k e p t  h is  e y e s  o n  h is  h o r s e ’s 
e a r s .  I n  a  lo w  v o ic e  h e  t o ld  h i s  m o u n t  
th in g s  h e  n e v e r  h a d  to ld  a n y  h u m a n  b e in g .

G o in g  d o w n  a  v a l le y  o n c e ,  h e  s w u n g  
a r o u n d  a  p o in t  a n d  w e n t  b a c k  a  m i le  to  
w a it  a n  h o u r  o r  so , m a k in g  s u r e  n o  o n e  w a s  
t r a i l in g  h im .  A n d  o n c e  h e  w e n t  tw e n ty  
m ile s  o u t  o f  h is  w a y  to  a v o id  p a s s in g  G a m 
b r e l ’s  B o x - X  r a n c h .  H e  c l im b e d  5 ,0 0 0  fe e t  
to  fo llo w  a  r id g e  b a c k  th r o u g h  s c r a g g ly  
t im b e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  r i s k  s h o w in g  h i s  d u s t  
a c r o s s  a  f l a t  b a r e ly  tw o  m i le s  w id e .

H I S  e y e s  s q u i n te d  a n d  s m a r t e d  f r o m  
s t a r in g  a t  th e  w h i te  g la r e  a c ro s s  
a  b a s in  w h e re  h e  k n e w  a n  a c t iv e  

a n d  a g g re s s iv e  s h e r i f f  w a i te d .  T h e  o ff ic e r  
w a s  e a g e r  to  c o l le c t  t h a t  $ 2 5 ,0 0 0 .  H e  f ig 
u r e d  R y a n  o w e d  i t  to  h im . T h e  s h e r i f f  h a d  
d e p o s i te d  $ 1 6 ,0 0 0  o f  q u e s t io n a b l e  m o n e y  
in  t h e  S n a k e  B u t t e  B a n k  f o r  s a f e  k e e p in g ;  
a n d  J o h n  R y a n  h a d  s in g le - h a n d e d ly  ro b b e d  
th e  b a n k  a n d  r i d d e n  o ff  w i th  a l l  i t s  m o n e y .  
T h e  b a n k  th e n  f a i le d ,  a n d  t h e  s h e r if f  
b la m e d  R y a n  fo r  th e  m i s f o r tu n e .  R y a n  h a d  
to  l a u g h ,  a n d  h e  h a d  s e n t  w o r d  to  th e  s h e r if f  
t h a t  i t  w a s n ’t  i l le g a l  to  r o b  a  th i e f ,  e v e n  
o n e  p o p u la r  w ith  th e  v o te r s .  N o w  h e  g o t  
t h r o u g h  t h a t  w o r t h y ’s b a i l iw ic k  w i th o u t  
b e in g  s p o t te d .

H e  c o n t in u e d  h i s  lo n e ly  r id e ,  h id in g  f r o m  
v ie w , a v o id in g  r id g e s  a n d  a l l  h a b i t a t i o n s  
a n d  h u m a n s  a n d  k e e p in g  to  th e  w o o d e d  
la n d .

T HEN a t  l a s t  J o h n  R y a n  s a w  a  nester 
a h e a d  o f  h im ,  d o w n  a  lo n g  s a g e -  
a n d - g r a v e l  g r a d e  tu c k e d  a m o n g  th e  

u p h e a v e d  l a n d s c a p e  a n d  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  c o t 
to n w o o d s .  A f te r  a  t im e ,  a s  h e  r o d e  to w a r d  
i t ,  h e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  w h e n  s e v e n  y e a r s  
b e f o r e  h e  h a d  s to p p e d  th e r e  H a r v e  Bronson 
h a d  s e t  u p  g r a in  fo r  th e  h o r s e s ,  a n d  Mrs. 
J o s ie  B r o n s o n  h a d  s e r v e d  f iv e  o u t l a w s  w i th  
a  m e a l  t h a t  in c lu d e d  c h ic k e n ,  h o t b r e a d  and 
m o la s s e s ,  c o ffe e , m i lk ,  l a y e r  c o c o a n u t  cake 
a n d  b o w ls  fu l l  o f  w ild  b e r r y  s a u c e .

T h e  c o u p le  h a d  r e f u s e d  to  t a k e  pay f o r  
t h e  m e a l ,  a n d  R y a n  r e m e m b e r e d  t h e  s a t 
i s f a c t io n  h e  f e l t  a t  b e in g  a b le  to leave a  
$ 2 0  g o ld  p ie c e  u n d e r  e a c h  e m p t y  b e r r y  bowl 
w h e n  th e  lo n g  r i d e r s  w e n t  o n  t h e i r  way. 
J o s ie  B ro n s o n  w a s  a  n ic e - lo o k in g  y o u n g  
w o m a n ,  a s  h e  r e c a l le d ,  c le a r  e y e d ,  h o p e f u l  
a n d  w i th  a  d e e p  lo v e  f o r  t h a t  v a s t ,  lo n e ly  
la n d .

R y a n ,  n o t  s u r e  o f  a n y  o n e  o r  a n y th i n g ,  
lo o k e d  d o w n  in to  th e  c r e e k  b o t to m s .  T h e r e  
h e  s a w  tw e n ty - th r e e  s h e e p ,  g a u n t ,  s c r a g g ly ,  
r a g g e d  m o n g r e ls .

S h e e p  in  th e  S p a n g le  W a t e r  C o u n t r y !  
R y a n  h a d  s t o le n  t h o u s a n d s  o f  s h e e p  a n d  

s h ip p e d  th e m  E a s t  a t  lo a d in g  s id in g s  h e  
k n e w  w e re  r i g h t— r ig h t  a s  H e l l ,  a s  t h e  s a y 
in g  is . H e  h a d  c le a n e d  s h e e p  o u t  o f  w h o le  
c o u n t ie s ,  a n d  s h e e p f o ld s  h a d  c lo s e d  d o w n , 
h a d  b e e n  a b a n d o n e d ,  i t  w a s  s a id ,  b e c a u s e  
o f  t h e  d e p r e d a t io n s  o f  J o h n  R y a n .  A  h u n 
d r e d  s h e e p m e n ,  a n d  a  th o u s a n d  c a t t l e m e n  
w e re  r e a d y  to  s h o o t  d o w n  J o h n  R y a n  b e 
c a u s e  h e  h a d  r u i n e d  th e m .  B u t  R y a n  
g r im a c e d  a t  th i s ,  f o r  h e  h a d  d r i v e n  m e n  
o u t  o f  t h a t  c o u n t r y  w h e re  t h e y  n e v e r  c o u ld  
m a k e  a  l iv in g  f a r m in g  o r  r a i s in g  s h e e p  o r  
c a t t l e .

“ I  d id  th e m  a  f a v o r  a n d  th e y  d i d n ’t  
k n o w  i t ! ”  th e  d e s p e r a d o  g r u m b le d  to  h im 
s e lf .  “ I  s a v e d  th e m  s lo w - d y in g  to  r u i n  b y  
d o in g  a  q u i c k  jo b  k i l l i n g  o ff  t h e i r  h o p e le s s  
r a i s in g  p r o j e c t s . ”

A n d  n o w  th e r e  w e re  t h e  B r o n s o n s  w i th  
s h e e p .  I t  w o u ld  c o s t  th e m  te n  o r  f i f te e n  
d o l l a r s  a  h e a d  to  r a is e  th o s e  s h e e p  a n d ,  
c o u n t in g  w o o l a n d  a l l ,  th e y  n e v e r  i n  G o d ’s 
w o r ld  w o u ld  g e t  m o r e  t h a n  s ix  o r  e ig h t  
d o l l a r s  a  h e a d  fo r  th e m .

T h e  f u r  B r o n s o n  c a u g h t  in  w in te r ,  t h e  
d a y  l a b o r  h e  d id  in  th e  m in e s  a n d  f o r  b ig
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c a t t l e  r a n c h e s ,  e v e r y  d o l l a r  h e  to o k  in  
w o u ld  b e  w a s te d  f e e d in g  th o s e  s h e e p .  T h e  
m o r e  s h e e p  h e  h a d ,  th e  h a r d e r  h e  w o u ld  
h a v e  to  w o rk  to  s u p p o r t  th e m . T h e  tw e n ty -  
th r e e  s h e e p  w o u ld  c o s t  h im  o v e r  a  h u n d r e d  
d o l l a r s  m o r e  t h a n  th e y  w o u ld  b r in g  in . 
C a t t l e  a n d  h o r s e s  w e re  g o in g  to  b e  p r e t t y  
m u c h  th e  s a m e  w a y  in  t h a t  b a s in ,  to o .  T h e  
m o r e  liv e  s to c k ,  th e  b ig g e r  th e  lo s s . I t  w a s  
n o  p la c e  t o  r a n c h .

JO H N  R Y A N  k n e w  c a t t l e ,  s h e e p ,  
h o r s e s  a n d  h u m a n s .  H e  w o n d e r e d  
h o w  h e  c o u ld  s a v e  th e  B r o n s o n s  f ro m  

d i s a p p o in t m e n t ,  h e lp  th e m  to  b e t t e r  w a y s  
a n d  te a c h  th e m  s o m e th in g .  A n  ou tlaw " 
c a n ’t  d o  m u c h !

R id in g  d o w n  to  th e  n e s t e r ’s  c a b in  a f t e r  
s c o u t in g  a r o u n d  i t ,  h e  c a m e  in  f r o m  th e  
e a s t  in s te a d  o f  n o r t h ,  a n d  th e n  h a i l e d  th e
h o u s e .

A  w o m a n  c a m e  to  th e  d o o r  w ip in g  h e r  
h a n d s  o n  h e r  b lu e  a p r o n .  S h e  w a s  M r s .  
B ro n s o n , a n d  s h e  w a s  s t i l l  p r e t t y ,  b u t  s h e  
w a s  s a d  e y e d .  T h e  lo o k  o f  lo n e l in e s s  a n d  
p r iv a t io n  w a s  in  h e r  e x p re s s io n .

“ W h y ,  H o w d y ! ”  s h e  g r e e te d .  “ L ig h t?  
I 'l l  s e t  u p  a  s n a c k ,  s t r a n g e r ! ”

T h e  s a m e  h o s p i t a l i t y  a n d  th e  s a m e  b r a v e  
w e lc o m e . R y a n  w e n t  to  t h e  s t a b l e  a n d  
p i t c h e d  s o m e  h a y  fo r  h i s  h o r s e .  I t  w a s  e v i 
d e n t  t h a t  B r o n s o n  h a d  b e e n  a w a y  q u i t e  a  
w h ile .  T h e  n e e d  o f  a  m a n  a r o u n d  th e  p la c e  
w a s  o b v io u s .  L o t s  o f  l i t t l e  jo b s  h a d n ’t  b e e n  
d o n e  la t e ly .  F e n c e  r e p a i r s ,  h a y in g ,  p ic k in g  
u p  a r o u n d  . . . R y a n  h a d  s e e n  lo t s  o f 
h o m e s te a d s  l ik e  th i s !  N e s te r s  w e re  g e n 
e r a l ly  b e t t e r  a b le  to  lo o k  a f t e r  th e m s e lv e s ,  
m a k in g  m o r e  e v e n  th a n  r a n c h e r s  if  t r a p 
p in g  w7a s  g o o d  a n d  m a r k e t s  h a n d y  f o r  v e n 
iso n  a n d  b e e f .

“ R e c k o n  th e  o ld  m a n ’s  o u t  w o r k in g ,”  
R y a n  s a id  l a t e r  a s  h e  s a t  d o w n  to  a  r a b 
b i t  p ie .

“ Y e s , s i r . ”  M r s .  B ro n s o n  s a id  g r im ly ,  
“ h e ’s  w o rk in g ,  s u r e  ’n o u g h — o n  th e  r o a d ,”  

“ W h a t?  H o w  c o m e ? ”  R y a n  e x c la im e d , 
a s to n is h e d .

“ W e  h a d  tw e lv e - f i f te e n  h e a d  o f  c o w s  a n d  
c a lv e s  u p  th e  c r e e k  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  b e a v e r  
m e a d o w s  a n d  p l e n t y  o f  lu s h  g r a s s  in  th e  
w e t, a n d  s t r o n g  g r a s s  h ig h e r  u p  th e  s lo p e s .”  
T h e  w o m a n  p o u r e d  c o ffe e  a n d  s a t  d o w n

b e f o r e  c o n t in u in g .  “ H a r v e  w e n t  u p  th e r e  
a n d  b r a n d e d  t h e  c a lv e s .  W e  h a d  tw e lv e . 
O ld  G a m b r e l  o f  t h e  B o x - X  o u t f i t  c a m e  o v e r  
s n o o p in g  a r o u n d .  H e  f o u n d  ’n o u g h  g ra s s  
f o r  a  h u n d r e d  h e a d  a n d  h e  b lu s t e r e d  d o w n  
o n  u s , c la im in g  t h a t  w a s  h is  p a s t u r e .  
H a r v e  i s n ’t  a n y  h a n d  to  t a l k — so  G a m b re l  
l i t  o u t .  D i d n ’t  h e a r  a n y t h i n g  f r o m  h im  
f o r  p r o b a b l y  a  m o n t h ,  a n d  th e n  S h e r if f  
S c a p e r  ro d e  in  w i th  a  p o s s e , t o o k  H a r v e ,  
a n d  th e y  g a v e  h im  s ix  m o n t h s  o n  th e  r o a d .  
A t  th e  t r i a l  G a m b r e l  c la im e d  t h a t  tw o  o f 
th o s e  c a lv e s  w e re  s u c k e d  u p  to  tw o  o f  th e  
B o x - X  c o w s . Y o u  c ’n  se e  w h a t  h a p p e n e d .  
H e  t r a d e d  m o t h e r s  o n  o u r  c a lv e s .”

“ G a m b re l  d id  t h a t ? ”  R y a n  r e p e a t e d .  
“ I g e t - c h a .”

RY A N  r o d e  a w a y  a f t e r  e a t i n g .  H e  
h e a d e d  w e s t  b u t  w o rk e d  b a c k  n o r t h  
f o r  f i f ty  m i le s  to  t h e  F i r e  H o le  d is 

t r i c t ,  w h e r e  h e  p ic k e d  u p  th r e e  m e n  h e  
k n e w 7. H e  to ld  th e m  w h a t  M r s .  B ro n s o n  
h a d  s a id .  T h e  b o y s  r e m e m b e r e d  h e r  k i n d 
n e s s  t o  th e m ,  a n d  f e l t  a b o u t  i t  t h e  s a m e  w a y  
R y a n  d id .  T h e y  w a n te d  to  d o  s o m e th in g  
a b o u t  i t .  T h e y  l a u g h e d  w h e n  h e  to ld  th e m  
h i s  id e a s .  R y a n  w a s  l ik e  t h a t — fu l l  o f 
id e a s  t h a t  m a d e  a  m a n  la u g h .

T w o  d a y s  l a t e r  t h e  f o u r  m e n  r o d e  o v e r  
in to  th e  B o x - X  c o u n t r y .  O ld  G a m b r e l  w a s  
c r o w d in g  h is  p a s t u r e  p r e t t y  b a d l y  a n d  h e  
n e e d e d  t h a t  g r a s s  u p  B r o n s o n ’s c r e e k  b o t 
to m s .  T h e  S p a n g le  W a t e r ,  s p a r k l in g  in  th e  
s u n s h in e  o n  e v e r y  r i f t ,  w a s  o v e r  t h e  r id g e  
f r o m  th e  B o x - X ,  b u t  i t  w o u ld  t a k e  c a r e  o f  
th e  ISO  h e a d  o f  b a b y  b e e f  G a m b r e l  h a d  
th e r e ,  n o w  t h a t  H a r v e  B ro n s o n  w a s  h e lp 
in g  im p r o v e  th e  r o a d  p a s t  th e  B o x - X  p la c e ,  
w i th o u t  p a y  a n d  u n d e r  g u a r d ,  w i th  q u i t e  a  
fe w  o t h e r  o r n e r y  c h a r a c t e r s .  G a m b r e l ’s 
p la n s  w e re  w o r k in g  s m o o th ly .

R y a n  le d  t h e  w a y  d o w n  to w a r d  th e  
B o x - X  a n d  a s  t h e  r a n c h  c o r r a l  w a s  o n  a  
f l a t ,  q u i t e  a  w a y  f r o m  th e  h o u s e ,  h e  a n d  
h is  c o m p a n io n s  j u s t  n a t u r a l l y  to o k  fo u r  
h o r s e s  t h a t  d i d n ’t  n e e d  to  b e  b r o k e n ,  a n d  
r o d e  th e m  o v e r  th e  r id g e  in to  th e  S p a n g le  
C r e e k  h e a d ;  a n d  s t r a ig h t  d o w n  to  B r o n s o n ’s 
h o u s e .

T h e n  R y a n  a n d  h is  th r e e  c o m p a n io n s  
m a s s a c r e d  t h e  B r o n s o n ’s  tw e n ty - th r e e  
s h e e p .
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W h e n  th e y  r o d e  a w a y  th e y  l e f t  o d d s  a n d  
e n d s  o f  r o p e ,  a  h o r s e  b l a n k e t ,  a  b r o k e n  
b r id le  r e in ,  a n d  tw o  q u i r t s .  O n e  o f  th e  
q u i r t s  h a d  a  d e e r  s h in b o n e  f o r  a  h a n d le ,  
a n d  i t  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  f a n c ie s t  s i n e w - b r a id  
q u i r t s  in  t h e  w h o le  c o u n t r y ,  a  w h ip  t h a t  
a n y o n e  w o u ld  r e m e m b e r .  I t  b e lo n g e d  to  
G a m b re l .

R y a n  a n d  h i s  c o m p a n io n s  w e re  v e r y  p a r 
t i c u l a r  to  r e s to r e  th e  h o r s e s  to  t h e  c o r r a l ,  
a f t e r  w ip in g  th e m  d o w n  so  th e y  w o u ld n ’t  
s h o w  th e  s w e a t  o f  t h e i r  r id e .  T h e n  th e  o u t 
la w s  h e a d e d  o n  f o o t  o v e r  i n to  t h e  ro u g h  
c o u n t r y  to  t h e i r  o w n  h o r s e s  a n d  h e a d e d  
b a c k  fo r  t h e  F i r e  H o le  h id e - o u t .  T h e y  
w e r e n ’t  a n y  to o  s u r e  o f  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e i r  
p la n ,  b u t  i t  w a s  t h e  b e s t  th i n g  t h e y  c o u ld  
th i n k  o f.

W a i t i n g  a r o u n d  f o r  t h e  e c h o e s ,  R y a n  
p o k e d  o v e r  i n to  t h e  S p a n g le  C r e e k  V a lle y ,  
lo o k in g  th in g s  o v e r  f r o m  h ig h - u p  o v e r lo o k s .  
T h e r e  h e  s a w  s ix  h o r s e s  w i th  r i d e r s ,  a n d  
f ro m  th e  w a y  th e y  r o d e  a n d  f r o m  th in g s  
h e  a l r e a d y  k n e w , h e  h a d  to  l a u g h .  S u re  
e n o u g h , M r s .  B r o n s o n  h a d  g o n e  to  S lid e -  
r o c k  a n d  b r o u g h t  b a c k  S h e r i f f  S c a p e r  w ith  
a  p o sse . S h e  s h o w e d  th e  s h e r i f f  th o s e  d e a d  
s h e e p .  H e  to o k  o ff  h is  h a t  a n d  s c r a tc h e d  
h is  h e a d .

“ A  s u r e  o r n e r y  b u n c h  o f  s c o u n d r e ls ,  
k i l l in g  a  ro a d - g a n g  w id o w ’s s h e e p  t h a t -  
a w a y ! ”  R y a n  g r in n e d  a s  h e  w a tc h e d  th e  
s h e r i f f ’s  a c t iv i t ie s .

T h e  p o s s e  b e g a n  to  c i r c le  a r o u n d ,  p ic k 
in g  u p  t r a c k s .  R y a n  c o u ld  a lm o s t  s e e  t h e  
t r a c k s  f ro m  h i s  o w n  lo o k o u t  p o in t .

T h e  S h e r i f f  p r e s e n t ly  t a l k e d  p r i v a te l y  
w ith  U n d e r s h e r i f f  L o n g  R e d  J a c k  P o l le r  
a b o u t  th e  t r a c k s  o f  o n e  h o r s e  th e y  s e e m e d  
to  re c o g n iz e . T h e n  th e  f iv e  m e n  t a l k e d  w i th  
M r s .  B r o n s o n  a n d  p e r s u a d e d  h e i  t o  s t a y  a t  
h o m e . T h i s  w a s n ’t a n y  w o m a n ’s  jo b .  S h e  
w a s  s p u n k y  a n d  s h e  w a n te d  to  g o  a lo n g ,  
b u t  f in a l ly  s h e  w e n t  b a c k  to  h e r  c a b in .  T h e  
p o s s e  h e a d e d  u p  th e  c re e k .

JO H N  R Y A N  p a r a l l e l e d  a lo n g  o n  th e  
o th e r  s id e  o f  t h e  r id g e .  H e  d i d n ’t  v e r y  
o f t e n  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  to  w a tc h  th e  o th e r  

fe llo w  g e t t in g  h is ,  a n d  fo r  o n c e  h e  w a s  e n 
jo y in g  th e  s h o w  f r o m  th e  s id e l in e s .  H e  
d e s p is e d  O ld  G a m b r e l ,  w h o  c h e a t e d  h i s  
r i d e r s  o u t  o f  t h e i r  p a y  a n d  o v e r c h a r g e d

th e m  o n  c o m m is s a r y  s tu f f— w h o  w o u ld  d o  
a n y t h i n g  to  g e t  t h e  b e s t  o f  a n y b o d y ,  e v e n  
o f  th o s e  h e  n e e d e d  o n  h i s  r a n c h .

S h e r i f f  S c a p e r  r o d e  u p  to  G a m b r e l ’s  a n d  
l i t  r u n n in g .  H e  m e a n t  b u s in e s s ,  o n  a c c o u n t  
o f  h a v in g  r e c o g n iz e d  th o s e  tw o  q u i r t s  h e  
k n e w  p e r s o n a l ly  b e lo n g e d  to  G a m b r e l  a n d  
h i s  f o r e m a n ,  H i p  G ib e r s .  T h e  s h e r i f f  a ls o  
h a d  p ic k e d  u p  a  f a n c y  s a d d le  b l a n k e t  
a lo n g  t h a t  d i r t y  t r a i l .  S c a p e r  h a d  a w a r d e d  
th e  b l a n k e t  t o  D u d  P e a k s ,  f o r  a  g o o d  r id e  
o v e r  a t  S l id e r o c k  C o u r t  tw o  y e a r s  b e f o r e  
a t  a  lo c a l  r o d e o .

“ B y  g a d ,  G a m b r e l ! ”  S c a p e r  d e c la r e d ,  
h o t l y ,  “ Y o u  w e n t  to o  f a r ,  k i l l i n ’ th e m
s h e e p ! ”

T h a t  s t a r t e d  t h e  f ig h t ,  a n d  th e y  w e n t  a t  
i t .  G a m b r e l  w o u ld  b e  b le s s e d  a l l  w a y s  b e 
fo r e  h e ’d  t a k e  a n  in s u l t ,  b e in g  a c c u s e d  o f  
k i l l i n g  s h e e p .  T h e y  o p e n e d  u p  o n  e a c h  
o t h e r  w i th  g u n s ,  a n d  th e  p o s s e  a n d  G a m 
b r e l ’s m e n  jo in e d  in .

R y a n  c a u g h t  h i s  b r e a t h .  H e  h a d n ’t  fig 
u r e d  o n  th in g s  g o in g  a s  f a r  a s  to  h a v e  a  
r e a l  g u n f ig h t  o u t  o f  t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n .  B u t  
s e e in g  a s  t h a t  w a s  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d ,  h e  
w a tc h e d  w i th  th e  b e s t  e y e s  h e  c o u ld  f r o m  
th e  d is ta n c e .

T h r e e  o f  t h e  b o y s  w e n t  d o w n , o n e  o f  th e  
d e p u t i e s ,  G a m b r e l  a n d  h is  f o r e m a n .  T h e  
b a t t l e  w a s  s u r e  p r e t t y  a n d  s a s s y  w h i le  i t  
l a s te d ,  e v e r y b o d y  e m p t y in g  h i s  g u n  tw o  o r  
t h r e e  t im e s ,  b u t  i t  e n d e d  in  a  v i c t o r y  f o r  th e  
la w . P r e s e n t l y  t h e  p o s s e  h i t c h e d  tw o  l iv e ly  
h o r s e s  to  a  lo n g  b u c k b o a r d  a n d  l i f t e d  th e  
t h r e e  m e n  i n t o  i t ,  a n d  h e a d e d  f o r  to w n .

J o h n  R y a n  w a tc h e d  th e  d u s t  o f  th e  
w h e e ls  a n d  th e  g a l lo p in g  t e a m  a n d  th e  c a v 
a lc a d e  o f  d e p u t i e s  s t r e t c h i n g  o u t  h e l l - b e n t  
f o r  S l id e ro c k  C o u r t  a lo n g  th e  F i r e  H o le  
c o u n t r y  h ig h w a y ,  h u r r y i n g  to  g e t  th e  
w o u n d e d  m e n  to  t h e  d o c to r .  P r e s e n t ly  
t h e y ’d  p a s s  t h e  r o a d  g a n g  in  w h ic h  l l a r v e  
B r o n s o n  w a s  h e lp in g  im p r o v e  th e  t h o r o u g h 
f a r e  fo r  n o th i n g  b u t  h is  b o a r d  fo r  s ix  
m o n th s .

J o h n  R y a n  d e c id e d  t h a t  a f t e r  a l l  h e  
w o u ld n ’t  g o  d o w n  to  th e  E n g l i s h  O u t f i t  b e 
lo w  th e  M o g o l lo n s .  T h e  F i r e  H o le  c o u n t r y  
w a s  p r e t t y  c o ld  in  th e  t r a p p i n g  s e a s o n  fo r  
f u r  b u t  n o b o d y  e v e r  b o th e r e d  h im  o r  h is  
c ro w d  b a c k  in  th e r e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  h e  f e l t  k in d  
o f  r e s t r i c t e d  in  a  w a y ,  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  h a v in g
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o n ly  a b o u t  t e n  t h o u s a n d  s q u a r e  m i le s  o f  
r e a s o n a b le  s e c u r i t y  a r o u n d  h im . B u t  h e  
w a n te d  to  h e a r  f i r s t  h a n d  h o w  th e  t r i a l  c a m e  
o u t ,  f o r  J u d g e  B u r d e n  s u r e  d e s p i s e d  a n y 
b o d y  w h o  re s is te d  a r r e s t ,  n o  m a t t e r  w h o  h e  
w a s .

t  8  V r IE  w o rd  d r i f t e d  b a c k  t h a t  O ld  
I  G a m b r e l  w a s  j u s t  s c r a tc h e d ,  a n d

J L  t h a t  h e  w a s  s a l t y ,  i m p a t i e n t  a n d  
c h a n t] l in g  a t  th e  b i t s .  W i t h  th e  tw o  b e s t  
la w y e rs  h e  c o u ld  g e t  h e  d e m a n d e d  a n  im 
m e d ia te  i n d i c tm e n t ,  i f  a n y ,  a n d  a  t r ia l  
p r o n to .  T h e y  c o u ld n ’t  c o n v ic t  a n y  in n o 
c e n t  m a n  o f  h is  p o s i t io n ,  s t a n d in g  a n d  in 
f lu e n c e , n o t  in  h is  o w n  h o m e  c o u n ty ,  th e y  
c o u ld n ’t!

S o  th e y  c a l le d  th e  G r a n d  J u r y  a n d  i t  
s u r p r is e d  h im  b y  r e t u r n in g  p l e n t y  o f  i n 
d i c tm e n t s ,  fo r  s h e e p - k i l l in g ,  r e s is t in g  o ffi
c e rs ,  v io le n c e ,  n ig h t - r i d in g ,  a ll th o s e  
th in g s .  A n d  it h e ld  a  c i r c u i t  t e r m  o f  t r i a l  
c o u r t  t h e n  a n d  th e r e .

J o h n  R y a n  d y e d  h is  w h i te  h a i r  b la c k  
a n d  g re w  a  m u s ta c h e  w ith  a  V a n  D y k e  
g o a te e ,  so  h e  c o u ld  a t t e n d .  H e  fo u n d  a  p a i r  
o f  k n ic k e r s  b e lo n g in g  to  a n  E n g l i s h m a n  
w h o  h a d  c o m e  in to  th e  c o u n t r y  to  o b s e r v e  
th e  p e c u l i a r  n a t iv e s  in  th e  p a s t  y e a r ,  so  
h e  p u t  th e m  o n , a n d  s o m e  a r m y  b o o ts ,  a n d  
o n e  th in g  a n d  a n o th e r .

H e  s u r e  w a s  a  c o m ic a l- lo o k in g  j ig g e r ,  n o t  
r e c o g n iz a b le  b y  a n y  o n e  a s  lo n g  a s  h e  w o u ld  
k e e p  h is  m o u th  s h u t  a n d  n o t  s h o w  h is  s m a l l ,  
w h i te ,  e v e n  t e e t h .  E v e n  h is  tw o  l i e u t e n 
a n t s  h a d  to  lo o k  tw ic e  a t  h im , a n d  th e n  
g r a b  th e i r  m o u th s  in  o r d e r  to  k e e p  r e a s o n 
a b ly  q u ie t .  T h e y  a ll s a t  in  th e  c ro w d  t h a t  
f ille d  th e  C o u r t  H o u s e ,  a n d  e v e r y b o d y  
w o n d e re d  a b o u t  w h e re  th e  E n g l i s h m a n  
c a m e  f r o m , a n d  w h y .

T h e  t r i a l  w a s  s h o r t  a n d  s w e e t.  S h e r if f  
S n ip e r  a n d  a ll  h i s  p o s s e  te s t i f ie d .  T h e y  
id e n t i f ie d  th e  e x h ib i t s ,  t h e y  d e s c r ib e d  a n d  
p ro v e d  th e  h o r s e -h o o f s  t r a c k s ,  a n d  th e y  l e f t  
n o th i n g  to  t h e  j u r y ’s im a g in a t io n .

T h e n  th e  d e f e n c e  p u t  in  s o m e  c h a r a c t e r  
w itn e s s e s ,  b u t  G a m b r e l  lo s t  h is  t e m p e r  o n  
th e  w itn e s s  s t a n d  a n d  p u b l i c ly  a n n o u n c e d  
h o w  im p o r t a n t  h e  w a s  a n d  h o w  n o b o d y  
d a r e d  to  d o  a n y t h i n g  to  h im  w h ic h  d i d n ’t 
se t w e ll w i th  th e  c o u r t .

H e  w a s  c o n v ic te d  o f  r a id in g ,  s h e e p 

k i l l in g  a n d  m a l ic io u s  m is c h ie f  in  th e  f i r s t  
d e g re e ,  a n d  th e  j u r y  r e c o m m e n d e d  th e  u p 
h o ld in g  o f  t h e  d ig n i ty  a n d  in t e g r i t y  o f  th e  
la w  a s  r e g a r d s  B o x - X  G a m b r e l  th e  s a m e  
a s  in  th e  c a s e  o f  H a r v e  B ro n s o n .

O ld  G a m b r e l  s to o d  w i th  h is  m o u t h  w id e  
o p e n  a s  th e  j u r y  f ro m  th e  fo r e m a n  to  N o . 
12 d e c la r e d  h im  g u i l t y  a s  c h a r g e d .  A n d  
th e n  J u d g e  B u r d e n  s a id  h e  m ig h t  a s  w e ll 
d o  th e  s e n t e n c in g  a n d  g e t  i t  o v e r  w i th .

I n  v ie w  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  o n ly  th e  r a n c h  
o w n e r  w a s  c h a r g e d  a n d  c o n v ic t e d ,  th e  r e 
m a i n d e r  o f  th e  r i d in g  s c a m p s  h a v in g  b e e n  
c o v e re d  u p  b y  th e  a c c u s e d ,  e x c e p t  a s  r e 
g a r d s  th in g s  th e } ' a p p a r e n t l y  h a d  lo s t ,  h e  
c o u ld  t a k e  f i f te e n  d a y s  fo r  e a c h  s h e e p  
s l a u g h te r e d ,  w h ic h  m e a n t  e le v e n  m o n th s  
a n d  f i f te e n  d a y s  in  ja i l .

“ H a r d  l a b o r ! ”  ih e  J u d g e  r e m a r k e d ,  
“ P r e f e r a b ly  in  t h e  r o a d  g a n g ! ”

T h e  s p e c t a to r s  g a v e  a  w h o o p  o f  s u p 
p r e s s e d  d e l ig h t  a n d  jo y .  I h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  
o f  t h e  G a r v e l  S p r in g s  W e lk in  R in g e r  s a id ,  
“ T h i s  is  th e  m o s t  p o p u la r  c o n v ic t io n  a n d  
s e n t e n c e  in  th e  S l i d e r o t k  C o u r t  in  m a n y  a  
d a y . ”

O ld  G a m b r e l  h a d  b e e n  r i d in g  h ig h ,  w id e  
a n d  h a n d s o m e ,  n o  m a t t e r  w h o  sw a llo w e d  
h i s  d u s t .  A n d  n o w  lo o k  a t  h im !

J o h n  R y a n  a n d  h is  tw o  c r o n ie s  w e n t  o v e r  
to  th e  W h is k e y  S p r in g  H o u s e  a n d  d r a n k  
to  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  c r im e ,  n e s t in g  a n d  s h e e p  
k i l l in g .  R y a n  w a s  n o t  a  h e a v y  d r i n k e r  
h a b i t u a l l y ,  b u t  n o w  h e  m a d e  u p  f o r  a  lo t  
o f  a b s t e m io u s n e s s .  E v e r y  t im e  h e  d r a n k ,  
h e  h a d  to  la u g h .  E v e r y  t im e  h e  la u g h e d  
h e  o p e n e d  w id e  h i s  m o u th  to  le t  h i s  jo y  
th r o u g h  th e  s a f e ty  v a lv e .

T h i s  s h o w e d  h is  s m a l l  w h i te  t e e t h ,  a n d  
w h e n  S h e r i f f  S c a p e r  a n d  U n d e r s h e r i f f  L o n g  
R e d  J a c k  c a m e  in  to  h a v e  a q u i e t e r  a f t e r  
th e i r  a r d u o u s  c a s e ,  t h e y  n o t i c e d  th e  E n g 
l i s h m a n  a n d  h i s  b o is te r o u s ,  w id e -o p e n -  
p la c e s  la u g h .

T h e y  n o t ic e d  th e  s m a l l  w h i te  t e e t h  a n d  
S c a p e r  lo o k e d  a t  L o n g  R e d  in  a  m e a n in g  
w a v . T h e n  t h e y  lo o k e d  d o w n  a t  th e  w id e  
b e l t ,  t h e  d o u b le  ro w s  o f  c a r t r i d g e s ,  th e  tw o  
h e a v y  4 5  S ix e s  a n d  th e  E n g l i s h m a n ’s  tw o  
c o m p a n io n s .

T h e y  l ic k e d  th e i r  l ip s .  T h e r e  s to o d  
$ 4 0 ,0 0 0  w o r th  o f  h i l a r i t y ,  a t  o d d s  o f  3 to  2,

B u t  L o n g  R e d  w a s n ’t f e e l in g  a n y  lo o
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p e r t ,  t h o u g h  h e  w a s  g e t t i n g  a r o u n d  a ll  
r i g h t ,  l im p in g  s o m e , w h e r e  a  b u l l e t  h a d  
b r u i s e d  h i s  s to m a c h ,  h i t t i n g  a n  a r m y  b e l t  
b u c k le .

S o  th e  o u t l a w s  w a lk e d  o u t ,  lo o k in g  a s  
in n o c e n t  a n d  ig n o r a n t  a s  p o s s ib le .  A s  so o n  
a s  t h e y  w e re  o u t s id e ,  t h e  t h r e e  o f  t h e m  
h e a d e d  f o r  t h e  a l le y  a n d ,  m o u n t in g  t h e i r  
h o r s e s ,  r o d e  f o r  th e  b a c k  c o u n t r y ,  th i n k in g  
t h a t  i f  th e  s h e r i f f  a n d  u n d e r s h e r i f f  r e t u r n e d  
w i th  a  p o s s e  to  th e  W h is k e y  S p r in g  th e  
o d d s  w o u ld  b e  6  to  3 ,  s h o r tg u n s  a g a in s t  
lo n g — a  b i t  to o  s te e p .  E v e n  h e a v y  d r i n k  
d i d n ’t  m a k e  J o h n  R y a n  r e c k le s s  n o r  d u l l  
h is  a le r tn e s s .

T h e y  s w u n g  o u t  o f  t h e  t r a i l s ,  r a n  t h e i r  
t r a c k s  z ig - z a g g in g  th r o u g h  th e  t r a c k s  o f  
b a n d s  o f  w ild  a n d  n e a r l y  w ild  b r a n d  
h o r s e s ,  a n d  c a m e  d o w n  to  th e  S p a n g le  
C re e k  b o t t o m s  w h e re  t h e y  r e a c h e d  t h e  n e s t -  
e r  c a b in  a s  b lu e  s m o k e  ro s e  f ro m  th e  k i t c h 
e n  lo g  a n n e x .  A t  t h e i r  h a i l  t h e  n e s t e r ’s  w ife  
c a m e  to  t h e  d o o r ,  w ip in g  h e r  h a n d s  o n  h e r  
a p r o n .

A  b r i g h t  s m ile  a n d  m o r e  t h a n  k i t c h e n -  
s to v e  c o lo r  w a s  in  t h e  c h e e k s  o f  M r s .  B r o n 
so n .

“ W h y ,  g o o d  m o r n in g ,  b o y s !  ”  s h e  g r e e te d ,  
lo o k in g  a t  R y a n ,  p u z z le d ,  “ I f ’n  y o u ’ll  l ig h t ,  
I ’ll b r e a k f a s t  y o u  r i g h t  s o o n ! ”

“ I ’m  s u r e  h u n g r y ! ”  R y a n  s m ile d ,  a n d  s h e  
s t a r e d  a t  h is  m o u t h ,  th o s e  l i t t l e  t e e th .

“ J o h n  R y a n ! ”  s h e  e x c la im e d , a n d  th e n  
b it  h e r  l ip ,  e m b a r r a s s e d ,  f o r  i t  p r o b a b l y  
w a s n ’t  p o l i te  to  m e n t io n  to  a n  o u t l a w  t h a t  
y o u  k n o w  h i s  n a m e ,  a n d  th e n  s h e  l a u g h e d .  
“ A n d  I  t h o u g h t  y o u  w e re  a n  E n g l i s h m a n  
in  a l l  t h a t  g e t  u p ! ”

T h e  b o y s  b a i t e d  t h e i r  h o r s e s  a n d  p r e s 
e n t l y  w e re  s i t t i n g  d o w n  a t  th e  k i t c h e n  t a b l e ,  
t h e  y o u n g ‘w o m a n  jo in in g  th e m  a n d  e a t in g  
h e a r t i l y .  S h e  s a id  s h e  a lw a y s  a t e  b e t t e r  if  
c o m p a n y  w a s  a r o u n d .  S h e  w a s  e la t e d  w i th  
t h e  c o n v ic t io n  o f  th e  s h e e p - k i l l in g  r a i d e r .  
S h e  w o n d e re d  if  G a m b r e l  w o u ld  a p p e a l .

“ I  r e t k o n  n o t . ”  R y a n  s h o o k  h is  h e a d .  
“ H is  l a w y e r s  a d v is e d  h im  n o t  to ,  th e  w a y  
th in g s  w e re . C o u r s e ,  t h e y  c o u ld  p r o b a b ly  
b e a t  t h e  c o n v ic t io n  in  th e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  
b u t  h e  c o u ld n ’t  b e a t  w h a t ’d  b e  c o m in g  to

h im  f o r  f r a m in g  y o u r  m a n  w i th  th o s e  c a lv e s ,  
M r s .  B r o n s o n .  M y  f r i e n d s  a n d  I  c o u ld n ’t  
t e s t i f y  a s  w itn e s s e s ,  g e t t i n g  in t o  c o u r t s  b e 
in g  s o  m u c h  e a s i e r  t h a n  g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  th e m .  
B u t  t h e  o ld  b o y  is  g o in g  to  b e  g o o d , n o w . 
D id  a n y b o d y  m e n t io n  s e t t l i n g  f o r  th o s e  
s h e e p  t h a t  g o t  k i l l e d  u p ? ”

“ W h y ,  y o u  k n o w ,”  M r s .  B r o n s o n  s t a r e d  
a t  h im ,  “ o n e  o f  G a m b r e l ’s  a t t o r n e y s  c a m e  
to  m e  w i th  a  p a p e r ,  a n d — a n d  s a id  t h e  o ld  
s c o u n d r e l  w o u ld  b e  g la d  to  p a y  fo r  th e m .  
H e — h e  p a id  m e  f iv e  h u n d r e d  d o l la r s .  I  p u t  
i t  in  t h e  b a n k  r i g h t  a w a y .”

T h e  th r e e  m e n  g r in n e d .
“ M y  l a n d ! ”  s h e  b e a m e d ,  “ w e  c a n  b u y  

p r a c t i c a l l y  a  h u n d r e d  t o  m a y b e  tw o  h u n 
d r e d  s h e e p  w ith  t h a t  m u c h !  O f  c o u r s e ,  M r .  
G a m b r e l  h a d  to  p a y  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  a s  
w e ll a s  s h e e p  v a lu e s — ”

“ I  w o u ld n ’t  b u y  n o  m o r e  s h e e p ! ”  R y a n  
a d v i s e d  h e r ,  “ I n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  s h e e p  d o n ’t  
d o  v e ry  w e ll .  N o b o d y  e v e r  m a d e  m o n e y  o n  
th e m .  T h e  m o r e  y o u  h a v e ,  t h e  m o r e  y o u  
lo s e  o n  th e m .  I  d o n ’t  m e a n  i t ’s a n y  b e t t e r  
a s  a  c a t t l e  c o u n t r y ,  fo r  y o u  lo s e  fo u r - f iv e  
d o l l a r s  o n  e v e r y  s t e e r  y o u  s h ip .  A  n e s t e r  
c ’n  l iv e  o n  N a t u r e ,  t r a p p i n g ,  k i l l i n g  g a m e  
m e a t ,  m o s s  a g a t e ,  c r y s t a l ,  p la c e r  g o ld  w a s h 
in g ,  a n d  s u c h .  H e  c a n  m a k e  m o n e y  i f  h e  
d o n ’t  th r o w  i t  a w a y  t r y i n ’ to  r a i s e  s h e e p .  
B e t t e r  s p e n d  y o ’ m o n e y  o n  y o ’s e lv e s .”  

“ Y o u  k n o w ,”  s h e  f r o w n e d ,  “ I ’v e  b e e n  
w o n d e r in g .  W e ’v e  b e e n  m a k in g  g o o d  m o n 
e y  w i ld c r a f t in g ,  a n d  s p e n d in g  i t  a l l  o n  f a r m  
u p k e e p ,  o v e r h e a d ,  a l l  k in d s  o f  e x p e n s e s .  
I ’v e  d e c id e d  y o u ’r e  r i g h t . ”

T h e  th r e e  m e n  r o d e  o n  t h e i r  w a y  a f t e r  
b r e a k f a s t .  O u t  o f  s ig h t  a n d  h e a r i n g ,  R y a n  
g r u n t e d :

“ T h i s  is  a  g o o d  t im e  to  m o v e  th o s e  B o x -  
X  c o w s  a r o u n d  th e  S p a n g le  C r e e k  p o n d s .  
G a m b r e l ’s b o y s  a r e  a l l  d r o w n in g  t h e i r  jo y  
a t  h im  b e in g  in  ja i l .  W e  c a n  c i r c le  ’e m  
a r o u n d  a n d  b e e f  ’e m  f o r  t h e  m in e s .  T h e y  
h a d n ’t  g o t  t im e  to  t r a i l  a n d  s h ip  ’e m  y e t ,  
so  w e  w ill d o  i t  f o r  ’e m .”

A n d  p r e s e n t ly ,  a  n ic e  b u n c h  o f  B o x -X  
s to c k  w a s  v a n is h in g  in  th e  b r o k e n  l a n d s  to  
th e  t u n e  o f  “ G e t  a lo n g ,  l i t t l e  ( lo g ic s , g e t  
a lo n g !  ”

(If you have trouble in getting your regular copy of West, please speak to your news
dealer about the matter, or write directly to West Magazine, Garden City, New York.)
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TH E  R A N G E  R I D E R S ’ C L U B  is  a n  
o r g a n iz a t io n  to  b r i n g  to g e th e r  a ll 
p e o p le  i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  W e s t .

G u y  W e a d ic k ,  r a n c h e r ,  c o w b o y , a n d  th e  
w o r ld ’s  g r e a t e s t  r o d e o  p r o d u c e r ,  is  r a n g e  
b o s s .

T e n  m e m b e r s  in  a n y  o n e  d i s t r i c t  m a y  
o rg a n iz e  a  lo c a l  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  c lu b  a n d

Captain J. A. Hutchison 

Will James 

Frank M. King 

J. C. Kinney 

Grace M. Sparkes 

Ross Santee

Sid Willis

e le c t  i t s  o w n  o ff ic e rs . B r a n c h e s  a r e  c a l le d  
‘" C h u c k w a g o n s .”  W e  a l l o t  n a m e s  a n d
b r a n d s  to  e a c h  b r a n c h .  L e t  u s  k n o w  w h a t  
n a m e  a n d  b r a n d  y o u  d e s i r e — a n d  w h y  y o u r  
p a r t i c u l a r  c h o ic e .

M e m b e r s  c o m b in e  to  g e t  th e  b e s t  r a t e s  
o n  c o w b o y  e q u ip m e n t ,  a n d  t r i p s  to  W e s te r n  
r a n c h e s .  T h e y  a t t e n d  a n d  p r o m o te  ro d e o s ,
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W e s te r n  c o s tu m e  d a n c e s ,  b a r b e c u e s ,  p i c 

n ic s ,  c a m p in g  t r i p s ,  a n d  o t h e r  W e s t e r n  

s tu n t s .

M e m b e r s  c o r r e s p o n d  w i th  e a c h  o th e r .  

C h u c k w a g o n s  e x c h a n g e  id e a s  a n d  n e w s  a n d  

c o m b in e  f o r  t r ip s .  T h e i r  n e w s  a n d  n o te s  

a r e  p u b l i s h e d  in  th i s  d e p a r t m e n t .  “ L o n e  

W o lf  M e m b e r s ”  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  j o in  in  lo c a l 

i t ie s  w h e re  a  C h u c k w a g o n  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  

fo r m e d ,  a n d  w ill b e  m a d e  w e lc o m e  a t  a n y  

W a g o n .

M e m b e r s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  q u e r y  G u y  

W e a d ic k  o n  a n y t h i n g  p e r t a i n i n g  to  The 
Range Riders’ Club, c o w b o y s ,  r a n c h e s ,  r o 

d e o s .

T o  b e c o m e  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  c lu b  a n d  

re c e iv e  a  m e m b e r s h ip  c a r d  e n t i t l i n g  o n e  to  

fu l l  p r iv i le g e s  a s  w e ll a s  to  c o m p e te  fo r  

p r iz e s  i t  is  n e c e s s a r y  o n ly  t o  s e n d  in  o n e  

y e a r ’s  s u b s c r ip t i o n  to  W e s t , w h ic h  is $ 1 .5 0  

in  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta t e s  a n d  C a n a d a .

P r iz e s  a r e  a w a r d e d  m o n t h ly  a n d  s e m i

a n n u a l l y  to  m e m b e r s  g e t t i n g  t h e  la r g e s t  

n u m b e r  o f  s u b s c r ip t io n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  c o m 

m is s io n s  o f  tw e n ty  p e r  c e n t  a r e  p a i d  o n  a ll 

s u b s c r ip t io n s  s e n t  in  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  o n e .

T h e  o ff ic ia l S te t s o n  h a t  d e s ig n a te d  f o r  

t h e  c lu b  is c a l l e d  T h e  R a n g e  R id e r ,  e s p e 

c ia l ly  d e s ig n e d  b y  M a x  M e y e r ,  th e  f a m o u s  

c o w b o y  o u t f i t t e r  o f  C h e y e n n e ,  W y o m in g ,  

f r o m  w h ic h  a l l  p a r t i c u l a r s  m a y  b e  h a d .

T h e  o ff ic ia l c o w b o y  a n d  c o w g ir l  b o o t  o f 

th e  c lu b  is m a d e  b y  H . J .  A u s t in  &  S o n s , 

v e te r a n  c a t e r e r s  to  t h e  c o w b o y  b o o t  t r a d e

s in c e  t h e  e a r l y  “ t r a i l  d a y s . ”  T h e i r  n e w  

R a n g e  R i d e r  b o o t  is  a  p ip .  W r i t e  th e m  f o r  
f u l l  p a r t i c u l a r s .

T h e  o ff ic ia l r o p e  o f  t h e  c lu b  i s  P ly m o u th ,  

m a d e  b y  th e  P l y m o u t h  C o r d a g e  C o m p a n y  

a n d  s o ld  b y  e v e r y  u p - t o - th e - m i n u te  d e a le r  

in  c o w b o y  s u p p l ie s .

T h e  o ff ic ia l k n i f e  o f  t h e  c lu b  is  R e m in g 

to n .  I t  h a s  The Range Riders’ Club e m 

b o s s e d  o n  o n e  o f  th e  b la d e s .

T h e  S n o o k  T r a d i n g  C o .,  o f  B il l in g s , 

M o n t a n a ,  w h o  s p e c ia l iz e  in  c o lo r e d  p r i n t s  

o f  p ic tu r e s  b y  C h a r le s  M . R u s s e l l ,  a r e  t h e  

o ff ic ia l W e s t e r n  p i c t u r e  s u p p l y  h o u s e  o f  

th e  c lu b .

A ll th e s e  i t e m s  o f  e q u ip m e n t  a r e  t h e  b e s t  

o b t a i n a b le ,  a n d  a r e  m a r k e d  w i th  t h e  R a n g e  

R i d e r s ’ C lu b  in s ig n ia .  S p e c ia l  r a t e s  a r e  

a v a i l a b le  to  m e m b e r s  o f  The Range Riders’ 
Club o n ly .

T h r o u g h  th e  c o u r t e s y  o f  th e s e  c o m 

p a n ie s  a  c h o ic e  o f  P ly m o u th  l a r i a t s ,  R e m 

in g to n  s t o c k  k n iv e s  a n d  S n o o k  p r i n t s  is  

g iv e n  a s  a  p r i z e  t o  t h e  m e m b e r  o b t a i n in g  

th e  m o s t  s u b s c r ip t i o n s  e a c h  m o n t h .  H .  J .  

A u s t i n  &  S o n s  a n d  M a x  M e y e r  h a v e  d o 

n a t e d  a  p a i r  o f  R a n g e  R id e r  B o o ts  a n d  a  

R a n g e  R id e r  S t e t s o n  H a t  f o r  th e  m e m b e r s  

o b t a i n in g  th e  m o s t  s u b s c r ip t i o n s  o v e r  a  s ix  

m o n t h  p e r io d .  T e n  s u b s c r ip t i o n s  a r e  n e e d 

e d  to  w in  a n y  o f  th e s e  p r iz e s .

I f  y o u  h a v e  n o t  a l r e a d y  jo i n e d  t h e  c lu b ,  

d o  so  n o w . G e t  y o u r  f r i e n d s  to  jo in .  S e n d  

in  th e  c o u p o n  p r e p a r e d  b e lo w  f o r  y o u r  c o n 

v e n ie n c e .

WEST, Garden City, N. Y.

Please send me a membership card entitling me to full privileges as a member 
of The Range Riders’ Club and W EST every month for one year. Enclosed
is $1.50.

N am e...................................................................................... .........................

Address: ...........................................................................................................
Make all checks and money orders payable to W EST Magazine.



C L U B  N E W S  A N D  N O T E S

/ ^ U R  C L U B  is  g ro w in g .  A l r e a d y  i t s  
W  m e m b e r s  in c lu d e  th o s e  f r o m  o t h e r  o r 

g a n iz a t io n s ,  p r o m in e n t ly  id e n t i f ie d  w i th  
th in g s  w e s te r n ,  s u c h  a s  The Chuckivagon 
Trailers a n d  The Riding Actors Association 
of Hollynvood. S e v e ra l  f r o m  v a r io u s  W e s t 
e r n  C h a m b e r s  o f  C o m m e rc e ,  s t o c k  r a n c h  
o w n e r s ,  d u d e  r a n c h  o w n e r s ,  r e a l  r a n g e  
h a n d s ,  d u d e  w r a n g le r s ,  ro d e o  m a n a g e m e n ts ,  
r o d e o  c o n te s t a n t s ,  p io n e e r  c o w m e n , s t a g e  
c o a c h  d r iv e r s ,  w e s te r n  p io n e e r s  o f  e v e r y  d is -  
c r ip t io n ,  W e s te r n  a u t h o r s ,  a n d  f a n s  o f  a l l  
th in g s  W 'e s te rn , f r o m  e v e r y  d i s t r i c t  o n  th e  
c o n t in e n t .

I f  yon h a v e  n o t  a l r e a d y  jo in e d ,  s e n d  y o u r  
s u b s c r ip t io n  today. S e n d  o n ly  $ 1 .5 0  to  
West Magazine, Garden City, N .  Y . a s k 
in g  t h a t  y o u r  m e m b e r s h ip  c a r d  in  The 
Range Riders’ Club b e  m a i le d  y o u  a t  o n c e , 
t o g e t h e r  w i th  a  c o p y  o f  West e a c h  m o n th  
f o r  o n e  y e a r .  Do this now s o  y o u  c a n  c o m 
m u n ic a te  a n d  v i s i t  w i th  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  
c lu b  in  a b o u t  e v e ry  d i s t r i c t  in  N o r t h  A m e r 
ic a , d u r in g  th e  c o m in g  y e a r .

T h e  R id in g  A c to r s  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  H o l ly 
w o o d  is  c o m p o s e d  o f  m e n  w h o  d o  th e  r i d 
in g  in  a l l  m o t io n  p i c t u r e  p r o d u c t io n s .  T h e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s  a r e  e x -c o w p u n c h -  
e r s ,  m a n y  o f  w h o m  a r e  f a m o u s  f o r  t h e i r  
s k i l l ,  a n d  d a r i n g  h o r s e m a n s h ip ,  o u t s id e  th e  
m o t io n  p i c t u r e  f ie ld . I n  a  c o m in g  is s u e  I  
w ill te l l  y o u  s o m e th in g  a b o u t  t h i s  o r g a n i 
z a t io n  a n d  i t s  m e m b e r s .

^ H U C K W A G O N S  o f  t h e  C lu b  a r e  in  th e  
m a k in g  u p  in  C a n a d a .  S in c e  t h e  n e w  

t r a d e  t r e a t y  b e tw e e n  th e  U .S . a n d  C a n a d a  
w e n t  i n to  e ffe c t J a n u a r y  f i r s t ,  th e  a n n u a l  
s u b s c r ip t io n  to  West is  $ .1 5 0 ,  s a m e  a s  in  
th e  U .S . I t  u s e d  to  b e  $ 2 .1 5 .  S o  l e t ’s  h e a r  
f ro m  o u r  C a n a d ia n  r e a d e r s ,  w i th  your $ 1 .5 0  
w h ic h  b r in g s  you West direct to your a d 

d r e s s  e a c h  m o n t h  fo r  1 y e a r ,  a n d  a ls o  a  
m e m b e r s h ip  c a r d  in  The Range Riders’ 
Club. A N D  D O N 'T  F O R G E T :  W h e n e v e r  
t h e r e  a r e  1 0  m e m b e r s  in  a n y  o n e  d i s t r i c t ,  
y o u  c a n  f o r m  a  C h u c k w a g o n  a n d  w o r k  th e  
r a n g e  w i th  t h e  o t h e r  o u t f i t s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o n 
t i n e n t .

A  I-L  C L U B  M E M B E R S  w ill b e  g la d  to  

k n o w  t h a t  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  h a s  b e e n  
p r o v id e d  f o r  th e m  to  m e e t  e a c h  o t h e r  o n  a  
s p e c ia l  W e s t e r n  t r i p  to  b e  c o n d u c te d  b y  th e  
G r e a t  N o r t h e r n  R a i lw a y  u n d e r  t h e  s p o n s o r 
s h i p  n o t  o n ly  o f  West a n d  The Range Rid
ers’ Club, b u t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  m a g a z in e s  o f  
T h e  R a n g e r  G r o u p ,  Masked Rider W est
ern a n d  Black Book Detective.

T h i s  t r i p  w ill b e  to  th e  r e a l  W e s t ,  th e  
W e s t  o f  r a n c h e s  w h e r e  c o w p u n c h e r s  h e r d  
c a t t l e  a n d  g o  o n  r o u n d u p  m u c h  a s  t h e y  a l 
w a y s  h a v e .  I t  w ill n o t  b e  th e  u s u a l  t r i p  to  
se e  o n ly  th e  th i n g  t h a t  th e  t o u r i s t  o r d i 
n a r i l y  s e e s . A n d  in  a d d i t i o n  to  a  t a s t e  o f  
r e a l  c o w - c o u n t r y  l i f e ,  g o o d  t im e s  s u c h  a s  
b a r b e c u e s  a n d  s h a k e d o w n s ,  r o d e o s ,  a n d  
o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  t r u l y  W e s te r n  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  
w ill  b e  e n jo y e d  b y  th e  p a r t y .

T h e  G r e a t  N o r t h e r n  is  o f f e r in g  a  v e ry  
s p e c ia l  r a t e  f o r  th i s  t r i p ,  w h ic h  w ill  t a k e  
a b o u t  tw o  w e e k s ,  o n e  o f  w h ic h  w il l  b e  s p e n t  
o n  a  g e n u in e  c a t t l e  r a n c h ,  a n d  i t  w o u ld  b e  
a d v i s a b le  to  m a k e  y o u r  r e s e r v a t io n s  a s  e a r ly  
a s  p o s s ib le  w h ile  t h e r e  is  s t i l l  r o o m .

Further details will be announced in fu
ture issues of West, Masked Rider West
ern and Black Book Detective.

W ill M r .  E d g a r  J .  S r n u tn y ,  o w n e r  o f  th e  
L in c o ln  D u d e  R a n c h  a t  S to r m v i l l e ,  N .  Y . 
le t  m e  k n o w  if  h e  h a s  o rg a n iz e d  a  C h u c k -  
w a g o n  a t  h is  r a n c h ?  A  c o m m u n ic a t io n  f r o m  
h im  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  p r o b a b l y  w o u ld .
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T T 'O R  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  m a n y ,  I  i m p a r t  th e  
-*■ fo l lo w in g  i n f o r m a t io n .  E d w a r d  B o re -  
in , c o w b o y  a r t i s t ,  l i f e - lo n g  f r ie n d  o f  C h a r l i e  
R u s s e l l ,  W ill  R o g e r s ,  F r e d  S to n e  a n d  m a n y  
o th e r s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  w r i t e r ,  h a s  not c ro s s e d  
th e  B ig  D iv id e .  O h  n o !  H e  is  s t i l l  in  t h e  
l a n d  o f  m u c h  a c t i v i t y ,  l iv in g  a t  S a n t a  B a r 
b a r a ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  w h e re  h is  “ h o m e  c a m p ”  is  
p e r m a n e n t l y  lo c a te d .  W o r l d  f a m o u s  f o r  h is  
b la c k  a n d  w h i te  d r a w in g s  a n d  e tc h in g s  o f  
c o w b o y , M e x ic a n  a n d  I n d i a n  l i fe ,  h e  is  s t i l l  
o n  t h a t  l a b o r  o f  lo v e — a n d  h is  w o rk  in  t h a t  
l in e  is  a c k n o w le d g e d  to  b e  a m o n g  th e  
w o r ld ’s b e s t .

T h e  f a m o u s  b u c k in g - h o r s e  d r a w in g  t i t l e d  
“ I - C - U ”  t h a t  I  h a v e  u s e d  f o r  y e a r s  in  c o n 
n e c t io n  w i th  The Stampede a d v e r t i s i n g  is  
o n e  o f  B o r e in ’s o r ig in a l s .  T h i s  d r a w in g  is 
c la im e d  b y  m a n y — in c lu d in g  th e  l a t e  C h a r 
lie  R u s s e l l— to  b e  th e  b e s t  d r a w in g  o f  a  
b r o n k  a n d  i t s  r i d e r  e v e r  m a d e .  I f  y o u  g e t  
in  th e  v ic i n i t y  o f S a n ta  B a r b a r a ,  lo o k  E d  
u p  a t  El Patio th e r e  y o u  w ill  s e e  s o m e  o f  
h is  f a m o u s  w o r k ,  a s  w e ll a s  o n e  o f  th e  f in e s t  
c o l l e c t io n s  o f  I n d i a n  h a n d i c r a f t ,  M e x ic a n  
w o r k  a n d  c o w b o y  e q u ip m e n t ,  a  c o l le c t io n  
t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  d u p l i c a t e d  a n y w h e r e .  N o t  
o n e  a r t i c l e  h a s  b e e n  o b ta i n e d  f ro m  a  c u r io  
d e a le r ,  b u t  a l l  a r e  t h e  g e n u in e  s tu f f ,  t h e  
r e s u l t s  o f  m a n y  y e a r s  p e r s o n a l  c o l le c t in g .  
N o .  th e  c o l l e c t io n  is not f o r  s a le .  I t  is  j u s t  
p a r t  o f  E d ’s f u r n i s h in g s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  h e  r e a d s  
West e a c h  m o n t h — h e  is  f a m i l i a r  w i th  a l l  
p a r t s  o f  th e  West j u s t  a s  h e  is  w i th  m a n y  
o f  i t s  f a m o u s  c h a r a c t e r s — in  f a c t  h e  is  o n e  
h im s e l f .

- . J& L
T  A M  m ig h ty  g la d  to  g e t  l e t t e r s  l ik e  th e

fo l lo w in g  f r o m  n e w  m e m b e r s .  M r .  
H a r p e r  w ill  b e  w e lc o m e d  b y  o t h e r  m e m 
b e r s  o f  The Range Riders’ Club in  T u c s o n  
a t  th e  F ie s te  D e  L o s  V a q u e r o s  w h ic h  w ill 

b e  g o in g  on w h e n  t h i s  West h i t s  t h e  s t a n d s .  
T h e  C lu b  w ill  b e  w e ll r e p r e s e n te d  th e r e .

“ D e a r  G u y  W e a d ic k :
E n c lo s e d  f in d  o n e  d o l l a r  a n d  f o u r  b i t s ,  

t o g e th e r  w i th  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  m e m b e r s h ip  
in  The Range Riders’ Club.

T h e  W e s t ,  a n d  e v e r y t h in g  p e r t a in i n g  to

i t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  h o r s e s ,  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  m y  
h o b b y .  I  a m  tw e n ty - n in e  n o w  a n d  h a v e  
s p e n t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  in  t h e  c a t t l e  c o u n t r y  
o f  t h e  W e s t— C a l i f o r n i a ,  a r o u n d  S a l in a s ,  
L o m p o c ,  S a n t a  B a r b a r a  a n d  th e  S a n t a  Y n e z  
V a l le y ;  T u c s o n ,  P r e s c o t t ,  T o m b s t o n e ,  a n d  
W il lc o x ,  A r iz o n a ;  L a s  V e g a s ,  G lo r i e t t a ,  S i l 
v e r  C i t y ,  a n d  L in c o ln ,  N e w  M e x ic o ;  a n d  
H o u s to n ,  F t .  W o r t h ,  T i l d e n ,  K e n e d y  a n d  
K in g s v i l l e ,  T e x a s ,  I  h a v e  a  c o m p le te  H a m -  
l e y  o u t f i t  a n d  a n  o ld  S te t s o n  n o w  m o r e  t h a n  
t e n  y e a r s  o ld  a n d  s t i l l  g o in g  s t r o n g .

E n c lo s e d  f in d  p i c t u r e s  o f  th r e e  h o r s e s  I  
n o w  o w n — S p e e d - b a l l ,  a  g r e y  c o w -p o n y , 
s m o o th  m o u th  n o w , w h ic h  w a s  s h ip p e d  in  
h e r e  a  f iv e - y e a r - o ld  f r o m  R o u n d - u p ,  M o n 
t a n a .

J o h n n i e  W a lk e r  is  a  m a h o g a n y  b a y ,  th r e e  
s o c k s  a n d  a  s n ip .  F iv e - y e a r - o ld  r e g i s te r e d  
s a d d l e - b r e d  g e ld in g .

“ J i m m y ” is  n in e  y e a r s  o ld  a n d  I  h a v e  h a d  
h im  s in c e  h e  w a s  a  c o l t .  W e  h a v e  m a d e  
q u i t e  a  “ t r i c k ”  h o r s e  o u t  o f  h im .  H e  w ill 
d o  e v e r y t h in g  b u t  t a l k  a n d  l ik e s  to  s h o w  
o ff.

H o p e  th i s  l e t t e r  h a s  n o t  b o r e d  y o u ,  a n d  
I  a m  m i g h ty  g la d  to  b e  g e t t i n g  in  w i th  a 
b u n c h  o f  f in e  fe l lo w s  w h o  a r e  k e e p in g  a l iv e  
t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  O ld  W e s t .

B e s t  r e g a r d s ,
J .  C . H a r p e r ,
2 1 8  E .  1 2 th  S t r e e t ,

■ D a v e n p o r t ,  I o w a .
“ P .S . :  I  a m  p l a n n i n g  o n  g o in g  d o w n  to  

T u c s o n  in  t i m e  f o r  th e  ‘F i e s t a . ’ I  h a v e  b e e n  
to  P e n d le to n ,  S a l in a s ,  C h e y e n n e ,  a n d  m a n y  
o t h e r  r o d e o s ,  b u t  n e v e r  to  T u c s o n .”

G . M . ,  T oronto, Canada, writes:
“I h a v e  b e e n  a  r e a d e r  o f  West fo r  s e v e r a l  

y e a r s  a n d  a m  o f  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  th e i r  
w e s te r n  f i c t io n  l e a d s  in  th e  p u lp  f ie ld . I  
t h i n k  The Range Riders’ Club a n d  i t s  o b 
j e c t s  a  g o o d  th in g .  Y o u r  n e w s  r e g a r d in g  
r e a l  W e s te r n  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  p la c e s  is  m o s t  
in t e r e s t i n g .  P o s s ib ly  y o u  c a n  e n l ig h te n  m e  
u p o n  th e  fo l lo w in g  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  th e  
C a n a d ia n  N o r t h w e s t :  F i r s t ,  I  h a v e  h e a r d  
t h a t  in  th e  e a r l y  d a y s  in  th e  N o r th w e s t  
T e r r i t o r i e s  —  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  t h a t  p o r t io n  
n o w  k n o w n  a s  A lb e r t a ,  e s p e c ia l ly  b e fo r e  
t h e  c o m in g  o f  th e  M o u n t e d  P o l ic e — th e r e ,  
b e in g  n o  r a i l r o a d ,  a l l  m a il f r o m  t h a t  s e c t io n
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h a d  to  g o  o u t  v ia  M o n t a n a ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  r e 
q u i r e d  U n i te d  S t a t e s  p o s t a g e .  I s  t h a t  c o r 
r e c t ?  S e c o n d :  I  h a v e  h e a r d  t h a t  d u r in g  
th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  C a n a d ia n  P a c if ic  
R a i lw a y  f ro m  th e  A t la n t i c  c o a s t  to  th e  
P a c if ic ,  w h e n  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  h a d  r e a c h e d  
a  p o in t  t h a t  l ie s  b e tw e e n  w h a t  is  n o w  M e d i 
c in e  H a t  a n d  C a lg a r y ,  t h e  I n d i a n s  w o u ld  
n o t  l e t  t h e  w o rk  p ro c e e d  u n t i l  t h e y  w e re  
f in a l ly  p e r s u a d e d  b y  a  m i s s io n a r y  to  w i th 
d r a w .  T h i r d :  I  h a v e  a ls o  h e a r d  t h a t  in  
th o s e  d a y s ,  b e f o r e  th e  r a i l r o a d  c a m e  fro m  
t h e 'e a s t ,  m u c h  o f  t h e  g o o d s  b r o u g h t  to  t h a t  
s e c t io n  c a m e  v ia  M o n t a n a  a n d  t h a t  m o s t  o f 
th e  b a n k in g  w a s  d o n e  th r o u g h  th e  I .  G . 
B a k e r  C o .,  a  M o n t a n a  t r a d in g  f i rm . D o  
y o u  k n o w  i f  th e r e  is  a n y  t r u t h  in  th e s e  
r e p o r t s ? ”

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I ’m  g la d  y o u  l ik e  t h e  f ic t io n  
in  West. T h e  p r in c ip a l  r e a s o n  f o r  t h a t  is , 
t h a t  a u t h o r s  w r i t in g  fo r  W est, k n o w  th e i r  
s u b j e c t .  M o s t  a n y  s t o r y  p u b l i s h e d  in  
West, a l t h o u g h  f ic t io n ,  c o u ld  r e a s o n a b ly  
h a v e  h a p p e n e d ,  a n d  m a n y  o f  th e  s to r ie s ,  in  
f a c t ,  h a v e  h a d  a s  t h e i r  b a s i s ,  r e a l  h a p p e n 
in g s ,  w i th  n a m e s  a n d  lo c a t io n s  c h a n g e d ,  
a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  th e  l i b e r t y  o f  f i c t io n a l  l ic e n s e  
t a k e n .

A s  to  y o u r  q u e s t io n s  1 a n d  3 :
T h e  I .  G . B a k e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w a s  lo 

c a te d  a t  F o r t  B e n to n ,  M o n t a n a ,  a t  t h e  h e a d  
o f  n a v ig a t io n  o n  th e  M is s o u r i  R iv e r .  T h i s  
c o m p a n y  o w n e d  s t e a m b o a t s ,  t h e  o ld - s ty l e  
p a d d le - w h e e l  a f f a i r s ,  t h a t  b r o u g h t  f r e ig h t  
a n d  p a s s e n g e r s  “ u p  th e  r i v e r ”  f r o m  a s  f a r  
s o u t h  a s  S t .  L o u is ,  a n d  a t  th e  t im e  th e  e n d  
o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  w a s  a t  B is m a r c k ,  S o u th  D a 
k o ta .  M u c h  o f  t h e  f r e ig h t  d e s t in e d  fo r  
p o in t s  w e s t  a n d  n o r t h  o f  F t .  B e n to n ,  in c lu d 
in g  lo c a t io n s  in  th e  d i s t r i c t s  o f  th e  N o r t h 
w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  m e n t io n e d  
w e re  t r a n s p o r t e d  f r o m  B e n to n ,  n o r t h  b y  ox - 
t e a m s ,  f r e ig h t in g  o u t f i t s  to  t h e  H u d s o n ’s 
B a y  p o s t  a t  E d m o n t o n ,  a n d  l a t e r  th e  I .  G . 
B a k e r  C o . o p e n e d  s to r e s  a t  C a lg a r y ,  M a c -  
le o d  a n d o t h e r  p o in t s .

T h e  f a m o u s  H u d s o n ’s B a y  C o . r e c e iv e d  
f r e ig h t  in  th i s  m a n n e r  in  n o  s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s .

O ld - t im e r s  h a v e  to ld  m e  a n d  sh o w n  m e  
c a n c e le d  p o s t a g e  s t a m p s — U . S . p o s t a g e -  
s h o w in g  t h a t  m a i l  s e n t  f r o m  w h a t  is  n o w  
A lb e r t a ,  w a s  m a i le d  in  t h a t  m a n n e r ,  th e r e  
b e in g  n o  C a n a d ia n  p o s t-o f f ic e s , c lo s e r  th a n

th e  A m e r ic a n  o n e  in  F o r t  B e n to n  a t  th e  
t im e .

A s  to  q u e s t io n  2 : I t  is  a  m a t t e r  o f  r e c 
o r d  t h a t  w h e n  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c r e w s  o f  
th e  C a n a d ia n  P a c if ic  R a i lw a y  h a d  re a c h e d  
a  p o in t  t h a t  is  c lo s e  to  w h e r e  th e  to w n  o f 
G le ic h e n ,  A lb e r t a ,  n o w  s t a n d s ,  th e  B la c k -  
f e e t  I n d i a n s  r e f u s e d  to  l e t  th e  w o r k  p r o 
c e e d . T h i s  lo c a t io n  w a s  s o m e  8 0 0  m ile s  
w e s t  o f  W in n ip e g ,  w i th  a  v a s t  o p e n  a n d  fo r  
th e  m o s t  p a r t  s p a r s e ly  s e t t l e d  c o u n t r y .  I t  
w a s  a  lo n g  d i s ta n c e  f r o m  m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t 
a n c e ,  t h e i r  o n ly  p r o t e c t i o n  b e in g  a  c o m 
p a r a t i v e l y  s m a l l  n u m b e r  o f  N o r th w e s t  
M o u n t e d  P o l ic e  s c a t t e r e d  o v e r  a  v a s t  a r e a .

T h e  R e v e r e n d  F a t h e r  L a c o m b e ,  a  J e s u i t  
M is s i o n a r y ,  w h o  h a d  s p e n t  m u c h  t im e  
a m o n g  th e  B la c k f e e t ,  a n d  w a s  lo v e d  b y  
th e m ,  w a s  s u c c e s s fu l  in  g e t t i n g  th e  I n d i a n s  
n o t  t o  m o le s t  th e  r a i lw a y  c o n s t r u c to r s .  I n  
l a t e r  y e a r s ,  P r e s id e n t  V a n  H o r n  o f  t h e  R a i l 
w a y ,  w h ile  o n  a  v i s i t  in  t h e  W e s t ,  p a id  a  
c o u r t e o u s  c o m p l im e n t  t o  th e  o ld  m is s io n a r y  
b y  m a k in g  h im  P r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  R a i lw a y  fo r  
a  d a y ,  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  a d v i s in g  h im  th a t  
a n y  r e q u e s t  h e  m a d e  o f  th e  r a i lw a y  w o u ld  
b e  g r a n t e d .

T h i s  w o n d e r f u l  o ld  m a n ,  w h o m  1 h a d  th e  
p r iv i l e g e  o f  k n o w in g  p e r s o n a l ly  in  h i s  la s t  
y e a r s ,  a s k e d  o n ly  o n e  th in g ,  t h a t  t h e  r a i l 
w a y  w o u ld  e r e c t  a  s u i t a b l e  s t a t i o n  o n  th e i r  
l in e ,  w h e re  h e  h a d  b u i l t  a  h o m e  f o r  o r p h a n s  
a n d  a g e d  p e o p le ,  r e g a r d le s s  o f  th e i r  r e 
l ig io u s  b e l ie f s .  T h i s  w a s  d o n e  a n d  th e  s t a 
t i o n  is  k n o w n  a s  M i d n a p o r e ,  A lb e r t a ,  a b o u t  
e ig h t  m ile s  s o u t h  o f  C a lg a r y .

T h e  C a n a d ia n  N o r t h w e s t ,  l ik e  a ll o th e r  
p o r t io n s  o f  W e s t e r n  N o r t h  A m e r ic a  h a s  
m a n y  th r i l l i n g  in c id e n t s  in  i t s  c o lo r fu l  
p io n e e r  h i s t o r y ,  t h a t  h a v e  a n  a p p e a l  n o t  
o n ly  to  C a n a d ia n s ,  b u t  to  e v e r y o n e  i n t e r 
e s t e d  in  th e  s e t t l e m e n t ,  d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  
e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  th o s e  w h o  p io n e e r e d  in  th o s e  
s e c t io n s .  I  h o p e  l a t e r  to  g iv e  s t o r ie s  o f 
m a n y  o f  th e s e  p e o p le .

AL L  o u r  r e a d e r s  l ik e  W e s te r n  f ic t io n .
T h e y  l ik e  f a c t s  a s  w e ll. T h a t ’s w h y  

th e y  r e a d  West. T h e y  get b o th .  T h e  p u b 
l i s h e r s  w a n t  e v e r y  r e a d e r  to  t a k e  a d v a n ta g e  
o f  th e i r  o f fe r  a n d  fill in  th e  R e a d e r ’s  C h o ic e  
C o u p o n  e a c h  i s s u e  a d v i s in g  th e m  w h a t  y o u  
l ik e  b e s t ,  a n d  w h y . I n  t h i s  m a n n e r  y o u r  
w a n ts  c a n  s u c c e s s fu l ly  b e  c a t e r e d  to .
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A n d  r e g a r d in g  th e  s u g g e s t io n  o f  E v e ly n  
P e r k i n s ,  o f  Hoojs and Horns, t h e  S o u th 
w e s te r n  r a n g e  jo u r n a l ,  s u g g e s t in g  a  “ W e s t 
e r n  B o o k  o f  t h e  M o n t h  C l u b ” — T h a t ’s  a n  
id e a  t h a t  e v e r y  w r i t e r  a n d  r e a d e r  o f  West 
s h o u ld  b e  r e a l ly  in t e r e s t e d  in . I ’m  s u r e  th e  
p u b l i s h e r s  o f  W est w ill m o u n t  t h a t  s t e r l i n g  
id e a  a n d  g iv e  i t  a  g o o d  r id e .

R e v ie w s  o n  s u c h  b o o k s  b y  a u t h o r i t i e s  o n  
th e  s u b j e c t s  w o u ld  b e  o f  g r e a t  b e n e f i t  to  
a l l  c o n c e r n e d .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  a u t h o r s  o f  
b o o k s  o f  t h e  W e s t ,  w h o s e  w o r k s  s h o u ld  b e  
b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th o s e  w h o  w a n t  
t h e  b e s t  in  t h a t  l in e  o f  r e a d in g .  W e s t  is  
g o in g  to  g iv e  i t s  r e a d e r s  s u c h  re v ie w s . 
W a tc h  f o r  f u r t h e r  d e ta i l s .

RODEO
NOTES

T  E T 'S  s t a r t  o ff r i g h t  e a r l y  th i s  y e a r  b y  
r e c e iv in g  a ll n e w s  fro m  ro d e o  m a n a g e 

m e n ts  e v e r y w h e r e ,  r e g a r d in g  th e i r  p la n s  fo r  
19,16. M a n y  n e w  t r a v e l l e r s  to  a l l  p a r t s  o f  
th e  W e s t ,  w ill b e  th e n  a b le  to  m a k e  a d 
v a n c e  p la n s  to  v is it  r o d e o s ,  in  th e  d i s t r i c t s  
in  w h ic h  th e y  w ill  b e  t o u r in g .  I  w ill p u b l i s h  
a  l is t  o f  s u c h  lo c a t io n s  a n d  d a te s  e a c h  
m o n th  a s  f a r  in  a d v a n c e ,  a s  I  re c e iv e  th e m . 
G e t b u s y  m a n a g e m e n ts ,  d o n ’t  w a i t  u n t i l  th e  
la s t  m o m e n t .

A S p r o m is e d  in  a  f o r m e r  is s u e  I  w ill  te l l  

• * * -y o u  s o m e th in g  a b o u t  t h e  r o d e o  c a l le d  
The Stampede t h a t  I  p r o d u c e d  a t  L e t h 
b r id g e ,  A lb e r t a ,  C a n a d a ,  l a s t  s u m m e r  in  
c o n n e c t io n  w i th  t h e i r  p io n e e r  J u b i le e .  I t  
w a s  a n  a m a z in g  s u c c e s s . 4 2 ,0 0 0  p a id  a t t e n d 
a n c e  in  t h r e e  d a y s .  T h e  p o p u la t io n  o f  th i s  
l i t t l e  e n te r p r i s in g  c i t y  is  1 4 ,0 0 0 .  T h e y  e n 
jo y e d  th e  g r e a t e s t  c r o w d s  in  t h e i r  h i s to r y .  
M e r c h a n t s  a n d  a l l  b u s in e s s  m e n  r e p o r t  
g r e a t e s t  b u s in e s s  s in c e  to w n  w a s  fo r m e d .

A  la r g e  r a n c h in g  d i s t r i c t  s u r r o u n d s  th e  
c i t y .  C o w p u n c h e r s  f r o m  th e  r a n c h e s  a s  w e ll 
a s  a  la r g e  d e le g a t io n  o f  r o d e o  c o n te s t a n t s  
a t t e n d e d .  T h o u s a n d s  o f  I n d i a n s  o f  th e  
B la c k f e e t ,  P ie g a n  a n d  B lo o d  t r i b e s  w e re  o n

h a n d ,  c o m in g  f r o m  th e i r  a n n u a l  S u n  D a n c e  
h e ld  o n  t h e  b a n k s  o f  th e  B e l ly  R iv e r  a  
s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  s o u th w e s t  o f  L e th b r i d g e .  T h e  
w h o le  c a m p  m o v e d  in to  to w n  w ith  t h e i r  b ig  
p a i n t e d  te p e e s ,  c a m p  e q u ip m e n t ,  p o t s ,  p a n s ,  
s a d d le  a n d  p a c k  p o n ie s  a n d  d o g s . T h e  b ig  
c a m p  w a s  a  m o s t  c o lo r f u l  b a c k g r o u n d ,  
a n d  th e r e  w e re  m a n y  I n d i a n s  e n t e r e d  in  th e  
v a r i o u s  ro d e o  e v e n ts ,  a s  w e ll a s  in  t h e  I n 
d ia n  ra c e s .

O ld - t im e r s  a n d  p io n e e r s  b y  t h e  h u n d r e d s  
w e re  in  e v id e n c e — v e te r a n  M o u n t e d  P o l ic e 
m e n , c o w m e n , t r a p p e r s ,  s t a g e - c o a c h  d r iv e r s ,  
m in e r s ,  p r o s p e c to r s ,  p a c k e r s ,  in  f a c t  o ld -  
t im e r s ,  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  a n d  th e i r  f a m lie s ,  
th e  a c t u a l  s e t t l e r s  o f  t h e  N o r th w e s t ,  w h e n  
th e  c a t t l e  f i r s t  c a m e  in .  A ll w h o  p a r t i c i p a t 
e d  in  th e  g ig a n t ic  P io n e e r  P a r a d e  w e re  o r 
ig in a l s  o f  th e  ty p e s  th e y  r e p r e s e n te d ,  n o t  
p e r s o n s  d r e s s e d  to  p l a y  a  p a r t .

T h o u s a n d s  o f  t o u r i s t s  f r o m  a l l  s e c t io n s  
o f  th e  c o n t i n e n t  w e re  p r e s e n t .  T h e y  c a m e  
b y  r a i lw a y ,  a e r o p l a n e  a n d  m o to r  c a r .

I n  1 9 3 6 , in  J u l y ,  L e th b r i d g e  w ill  a g a in  
p r e s e n t  t h e i r  g e n u in e  o ld - t im e  r e u n io n  o f  
p io n e e r s  a n d  a  ro d e o  in  c o n ju n c t io n  w i th  
t h e i r  b ig  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  F a i r .  .

B o th  r a i l r o a d s  s e r v in g  th e  lo c a l i t y  o f  th i s



v ic i n i t y  w ill o f fe r  s p e c ia l  s u m m e r  r a t e s  e n 
a b l in g  v i s i t o r s  a  c h a n c e  to  a t t e n d  th e  b ig  
c e le b r a t i o n ,  a s  w e ll a s  v i s i t  m a n y  s c e n ic  a n d  
h is to r i c a l  W e s te r n  p o in t s  o f  in t e r e s t .  T h e  
C a n a d ia n  P a c if ic  r a i lw a y  c a n  r o u te  y o u  to  
L e th b r id g e ,  B a n f f ,  L a k e  L o u is e  a n d  o th e r  
p o in t s  in  th e  C a n a d ia n  R o c k ie s  a s  w e ll a s  
W a te r to n  L a k e s  P a r k ,  in  th e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  
o f  A lb e r t a .  T h e  G r e a t  N o r t h e r n  R y .  w ill 
b r in g  y o u  to  th e  d u d e  r a n c h  s e c t io n  o f  M o n 
t a n a  a n d  to  G la c ie r  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  v ia  r a i l ,  
a n d  fro m  th e r e  to  W n te r to n  L a k e s  P a r k  in  
C a n a d a  a n d  v ia  m o t o r  to  L e th b r id g e .

A ll r o u t e s  a r e  f in e  a n d  d e ta i l e d  in f o r 
m a t io n  r e g a r d in g  a l l  o f  th e m  c a n  b e  h a d  b y  
w r i t in g  to  A . 0 .  S e y m o u r ,  G e n e r a l  T o u r i s t  
A g e n t ,  C a n a d ia n  P a c if ic  R a i lw a y ,  M o n t r e a l .  
C a n a d a  a n d  to  M r .  A . J .  D ic k in s o n ,  P a s 
s e n g e r  T ra f f ic  M a n a g e r ,  G r e a t  N o r t h e r n  
R a i lw a y ,  S t .  P a u l ,  M in n .

T~> O D E O S  t h a t  d e p e n d  u p o n  c o n t e s t a n t s ’ 
e n t r y  fe e s , p a y in g  th e  b ig g e s t  p a r t  o f  

th e  c a s h  p u r s e s  a d v e r t i s e d  a r e  a b o u t

c a u g h t  u p  w i th .  A s  o n e  c o n t e s t a n t  r e 
m a r k e d ,  “ A  b u n c h  o f  u s  b o y s  m ig h t  j u s t  
a s  w e ll p u t  so  m u c h  m o n e y  in  a  p o t  a n d  
c u t  h ig h  c a r d s  f o r  i t ,  i t ’s  e a s ie r  t h a n  r i d i n ’ 
b r o n k s ,  d o g g in ’ o r  r o p i n ’ f o r  y o u r  o w n  
m o n e y .”  M a n a g e m e n t s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  
w o r k in g  a lo n g  th o s e  l in e s  b e t t e r  c o m e  a liv e .

A T T R A C T I V E ,  t r u t h f u l  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  
1%. p r o p e r  l i v e s to c k  in  q u a n t i t i e s  n e c e s 

s a r y ,  c le a n  p e r f o r m a n c e s ,  f a s t ,  t h r i l l i n g  a n d  
s k i l l f u l ,  p r o p e r  a r e n a  d i r e c t i o n ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  
d r e s s e d  a n d  e q u ip p e d  to  d o  t h e i r  p a r t  in  a n  
e n t e r t a i n i n g  m a n n e r ,  c o m p e t e n t  a n n o u n c 
e r s  a n d  p r o p e r  p u b l i c  a d d r e s s  s y s te m s ,  a r e  
n e c e s s a r y  to  p r o p e r ly  p r e s e n t  a  r e a l  r o d e o .  
T h i s  w i th  h o n e s t  a n d  c a p a b le  ju d g e s ,  f a i r  
d e c is io n s  a n d  c a s h  p u r s e s  t h a t  a r e  r e a s o n 
a b l y  a t t r a c t i v e  to  d r a w  g e n u in e  e x p o n e n ts  
o f  c o w b o y  s p o r t s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  b u n c h  o f 
a m a t e u r s ,  s im p ly  to  c o l le c t  t h e i r  e n t r y  
fe e s , a r e  v e r y  im p o r t a n t  t h in g s  to  b e  c o n 
s id e r e d  w h e n  p la n n i n g  a  r e a l  r o d e o  th a t  
w ill  d r a w  a n d  s a t i s f y  p a y in g  p a t r o n s .

RODEO DATES
MARK DOW N THESE RODEOS FOR 1936. IF YOU GET NEAR ANY OF THEM  ATTEND SURE. 
THESE DATES WILL BE ADDED TO AS OTHERS ARE ANNOUNCED.

Name Place 1936 Dates
La Fiesta Dc Los Vaqueros........... February 20-23 

March 20-22Wickenburg Rodeo ....................... Wickenburg, Arizona....................
Fort Worth Fat Stock Show and

( Early in March) 
May 9-10 
May 12Hanford Pioneer D ays.................. Hanford, California .....................

California Stampede..................... Marysville, California .................. Mav 30-31
Livermore Roden..........., ..............
Gilroy Gymkhana and Rodeo . . . . .

Livermore, California.................... June 13-14
Gilrov, California........................... June 13-14

Hayward Rodeo............................ Hayward, California..................... I tine 20-21
Reno Rodeo .................................. Reno, N evada....................... . July 2-4
Livingston Roundup..................... Livingston, Montana..................... July 2-4

July 3-5 
July 3-5Canadian Rodeo............................. Canadian, Texas ...........................

Red Lodge Rodeo ......................... Red Lodge, Montana..................... July 3-5
Prescott Frontier Days ................ Prescott, Arizona ......................... July 3-6
American Legion Rodeo.............. Nowata, Oklahoma....................... Julv 4-6
Wolf Point Rodeo......................... Wolf Point, Montana.................... July 9-11
Sheridan-Wyo. Rodeo .................. Sheridan, Wyoming ................... Julv 15-17
California Rodeo........................... Salinas, California ....................... Julv 16-19
Cheyenne Frontier D ays................ Cheyenne, Wyoming.....................

Ogden, U ta h ..................................
Julv 22-25

Ogden Pioneer Days ............ .... . Julv 22-25
Ski-High Stampede....................... Monte Vista, Colorado .................. (Last of July or 1st of

Hinton, Oklahoma .......................
August

Henrv Stampede and Stockmen’s
Reunion ..................................... Soda Springs, Idaho ..................... August 6-8

Midland Empire Fair and Rodeo.. Billings, Montana ......................... August 10-15
Iowa’s Championship Roden......... Sidney, Iow a ....................................... August 18-21
San Benito County Saddle Horse 

A ssn’s Rodeo.............................. Hollister, California ..................... August 21-23
Harris Western Shows ................ Woodstown, N . J ........................... August 21-25
Gooding Rodeo.............................. Gooding, Idaho .............................. September 3-5
Nevada Rodeo .............................. Winnemucca, Nevada .................. September 5-7
American legion Rodeo......... ..... Dinuba, California......................... November 10-11

Sand me any corrertioiis or datea omitted for publication. All n«w» pertaining to all rodeos received in iim* 
will be published. Send your news early. DON’T FORGET TO JOIN THE RANGE RIDERS’ CLUB NOW.
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COWBOYS I HAVE KNOWN

" P R O B A B L Y  th e r e  is  n o  b e t t e r  in d i c a t io n ,  

A  t h a t  e a c h  y e a r  t h e r e  is  a n  in c r e a s in g  in 
te r e s t  in  c o w b o y s  a n d  th e i r  s p o r t s ,  t h a n  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  p e r s o n s  a l l  o v e r  th e  c o n t i n e n t  a r e  
g e n u in e ly  i n t e r e s t e d  in  r e l ia b le  i n f o r m a t io n  
r e g a r d in g  c o w b o y s  w h o  h a v e  m a d e  a  n a m e  
fo r  th e m s e lv e s  in  th e  c o m p e t i t io n s  o f r i d in g ,  
r o p in g ,  e tc . ,  n o t  o n ly  in  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  
e x p o n e n ts ,  b u t ,  in  th e  m e n , w h o  o v e r  a  q u a r 
t e r  o f  a  c e n tu r y  a g o ,  w e re  th e  t o p s  in  th e i r  
l in e . M a n y  o ld - t im e r s  h a v e  w r i t t e n  m e  a s k 
in g  to  g iv e  d a t a  o n  b o t h  th e  o ld - t im e r s  
a n d  th e  y o u n g e r  b o y s .

I n  th i s  c o n n e c t io n  a  fe w  w o r d s  a b o u t  
C la y t o n  D a n k s  m ig h t n o t  b e  o u t  o f  o r d e r .  
D a n k s  h a s  b e e n  p r o m in e n t  in  c o w b o y  c o m 
p e t i t i o n s  in  o n e  w a y  o r  a n o th e r  f o r  t h e  
p a s t  3 5  y e a r s .  I n  h is  y o u n g e r  d a y s  a s  a  
r i d e r  a n d  r o p e r  a n d  o f  l a t e  y e a r s  a s  a  ju d g e ,  
h a v in g  a c te d  in  t h a t  c a p a c i ty  a t  C h e y e n n e  
f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  a s  w e ll  a s  a t  o th e r  c o n 
te s t s  in  W y o m in g  a n d  C o lo ra d o .

C l a y t  D a n k s  w a s  b o r n  a t  ( h a d r o n ,  D a w s  
C o u n ty ,  N e b r a s k a ,  o n  J u l y  2 1 s t ,  1 8 7 9 , 
w h ic h  m a k e s  h im  f i f ty - s e v e n  y e a r s  o f  a g e  
n o w . H e  w a s  ra is e d  o n  a  r a n c h  a n d  fo r  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  fo l lo w e d  th e  w o rk  o f  a  r a n g e  
h a n d  d r a w in g  w a g e s  f ro m  s u c h  w e ll k n o w n  
W y o m in g  o u t f i t s ,  a s  th e  C a m p s to o l  R a n c h ,  
C h e y e n n e ,  J .  C . C o b le  o u t f i t ,  I r o n  M o u n 
t a i n ,  W y o m in g ,  S w a n  L a n d  & C a t t l e  C o .,

C h u g w a te r ,  W y o m in g ,  th e  R e v e r s e  F o u r  
C a t t l e  C o .,  B a g g s ,  W y o m in g ,  a n d  th e  S p a d e  
o u t f i t  a t  M o o r e c r o f t  W y o m in g .

H i s  f i r s t  c o n te s t  w a s  a t  C h e y e n n e ,  in  
1 9 0 2 . H e  w o n  th e  s t e e r  r o p in g  th e r e  in  
1 9 0 4  a n d  th e  b r o n k  r id in g  in  1 9 0 7 .  I n  a d 
d i t io n  to  t h i s  h e  h a s  tw e lv e  f i r s t s  to  h is  
c r e d i t  a t  o t h e r  c o n te s t s  h e  h a s  a t t e n d e d ,  
w h ic h  o n  th e  w h o le  a r e  to o  n u m e r o u s  to  
m e n t io n .

D a n k s  is  s t i l l  a c t iv e  a n d  is  a  g r e a t  b o o s t e r  
f o r  a l l  th in g s  r e a l ly  w e s te r n .

H e  th i n k s  S t e a m b o a t— th e  o r ig in a l— w a s  
th e  b e s t  b u c k in g  h o r s e  h e  e v e r  sa w , a l 
t h o u g h  h e  r a t e s  a  l o t  o f  o th e r s  a s  r e a l  h o rs e s . 
H e  is  o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  J a k e  M c C lu r e  is  
t h e  f a s te s t  c a l f  r o p e r  o n  a  b u n c h  a n d  th a t  
to d a y  B o b  C r o s b y  l e a d s  in  t y in g  d o w n  w ild  
s t e e r s .  E a r l  T h o d e  is  h is  c h o ic e  o f  th e  
p r e s e n t  d a y  b r o n k  r id e r s ,  a n d  C la y t  t h i n k s  
t h a t  M ik e  H a s t i n g s  in  h is  p r im e  w a s  th e  
to p  s t e e r  b u l ld o g g e r ,  w h e n  i t  c a m e  to  t w i s t 
i n ’ ’e m  d o w n .

F  T E R E ’S a n o t h e r  B o w m a n  t h a t  is  s a l ty .  

A Y o u 'v e  h e a r d  o f  J o h n  B o w m a n  o f  
T r e n t ,  T e x a s .  I  m e n t io n e d  J o h n  in  a  f o r m e r  
a r t i c l e ,  a n d  th e n  t h e r e ’s  E v e r e t t  o f  F t .  
T h o m a s ,  A r iz o n a ,  a  l e a d e r  in  a l l  l in e s  o f  
c o w b o y  s p o r t ,  b u t  t h e  o n e  I ’m  te l l in g  y o u  
a b o u t  n o w  is  L . E .  ( E d )  B o w m a n  o f  S a n
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C a r lo s ,  A r iz o n a .
E d  w a s  b o r n  a t  H o p e ,  N e w  M e x ic o ,  N o v .  

2 7 , 1 8 9 0 , o n  a  c o w  r a n c h  a n d  f o r  y e a r s  d id  
r a n g e  c o w b o y  w o rk  f o r  s u c h  r e a l  o u t f i t s  a s ,  
t h e  D ia m o n d  A ’s , th e  C ir c le  D ia m o n d ’s  
o w n e d  b y  th e  B lo o m  L a n d  a n d  C a t t l e  C o . 
a n d  H u g h  M c K e e n ’s  H  U  B a r .  N o w  h e  
h a s  h is  o w n  s p r e a d .  T h e s e  r a n c h e s  a r e  lo 
c a te d  in  N e w  M e x ic o  a n d  A r iz o n a .

E d ’s  f i r s t  c o n te s t  w a s  a t  P r e s c o t t ,  A r i 
z o n a ,  in  1 9 2 4 , w h e re  h e  b u s t e d  r i g h t  in to  
th e  b u s in e s s  b y  w in n in g  th e  c a l f  r o p in g ,  
w a s  s e c o n d  in  t h e  t e a m  r o p in g  a n d  f i r s t ,  
e v e r y  d a y ,  in  t h e  r a n g e l a n d  ra c e .

S in c e  t h e n  h e  h a s  c o n te s te d  a t  a b o u t  e v e r y  
c o n te s t  o f  n o te  in  t h e  U .  S . a n d  C a n a d a ,  a s  
w ell a s  a t t e n d e d  n u m e r o u s  s m a l l  a f f a i r s  in  
lo c a l i t ie s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w e s t .

F o r  f o u r  c o n s e c u t iv e  y e a r s  h e  w o n  f i r s t  
in  th e  r a n g e l a n d  r e l a y  r a c e  a t  P r e s c o t t ,  
A r iz o n a .  A t  t h a t  c o n te s t  in  1 9 2 7  h e  w a s  
f i r s t  in  t h e  r e l a y  r a c e ,  f i r s t  in  c a l f  ty i n g ,  f i r s t  
in  b u l ld o g g in g  a n d  s e c o n d  in  t e a m  r o p in g .  
H e  w o n  s e c o n d  in  c a l f  ty i n g  a t  C h e y e n n e  
in  1 9 2 7 , f i r s t  in  b u l ld o g g in g  a t  S u m a s ,  
W a s h in g to n ,  f i r s t  in  c a l f  t y in g  a t  E l l e n s -  
b u rg ,  W a s h in g to n .  T h a t  s a m e  y e a r  h e  w o n  
f i r s t  in  c a l f  t y i n g  a t  P e n d le t o n ,  a n d  l a t e r  
o v e r  a t  I d a h o  F a l l s ,  I d a h o ,  h e  s to o d  f i r s t  
in  b o th  t h e  c a l f  ty i n g  a n d  s t e e r  b u l ld o g g in g .  
E d  m o s t ly  e n te r s  r o p in g  a n d  d o g g in g ,  a n d  
in  1 9 2 7  h e  t i e d  t h e  f a s t e s t  c a l f  a t  a b o u t  
e v e ry  c o n te s t  h e  a p p e a r e d  a t .  T h a t  s e a s o n  
h e  w a s  u s in g  h i s  s t e e ld u s t  s o r r e l  h o r s e  P e t e  
t h a t  w a s  t e n  y e a r s  o ld ,  s t o o d  1 4 ^  h a n d s  
h ig h  a n d  w e ig h e d  1 .0 0 0  p o u n d s .  E d  t h i n k s  
t h i s  is  a b o u t  t h e  b e s t  r o p in g  p o n y  h e  e v e r  
c l im b e d  u p  o n . E d  t r a i n e d  th e  h o r s e  h im 
s e lf ,  b u t  i t  w a s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  M r s .  E d .

E d  B o w m a n  t h i n k s  J a k e  M c C lu r e  is  th e  
t o p  c a l f  r o p e r ,  F r e d  L o w e r y  w h e n  i t  c o m e s

to  s t e e r  r o p in g ,  a n d  B o b  C r o s b y  in  h is  d a y  
— b e f o r e  g e t t i n g  c r i p p le d — th e  b e s t  a l l  
a r o u n d  c o w b o y . I n  1 9 2 7  h e  t h i n k s  B o b  
A s k in s  w a s  l e a d in g  th e  p a r a d e  in  b r o n k  r i d 
in g .

H e  is  o f  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  o n c e  a  y e a r  
t h e r e  s h o u ld  b e  a  c o n te s t  h e ld  o p e n  to  n o  
c o n t e s t a n t  b u t  th e  w in n e r s  o f  r e c o g n iz e d  
c o n te s t s  d u r i n g  th e  p r e c e d in g  s e a s o n ,  a n d  
th e r e  a n d  t h e n  d e t e r m i n e  w h o  i s  w h o  in  
t h e i r  re s p e c tiv e -  l in e s .

E d  B o w m a n  s t i l l  is  t o  b e  s e e n  a t  c o n 
t e s t s ,  m o s t ly  in  t h e  S o u th w e s t ,  a s  h e  s p e n d s  
m o s t  o f  h i s  t im e  n o w  o n  h i s  p la c e  a t  S a n  
C a r lo s .  A  r e a l  b o o s t e r  f o r  r o d e o s  a n d  re a l  
h a n d s  i s  E d .

T  E T  m e  m e n t io n  a n o t h e r  b o y ,  f r o m  o u t  

in  C a l i f o r n i a ,  w h o  Is r a n k e d  a m o n g  
th e  to p s .  H e  i s  P e r r y  I v o r y ,  b o r n  a t  D o r is ,  
S is k iy o u  C o u n ty ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  A p r i l  1, 1 9 0 S . 
P e r r y  h a s  w o r k e d  o n  v a r io u s  C a l i f o r n i a  c o w  
o u t f i t s  b u t  o f  l a t e  y e a r s  h a s  b e e n  w i th  th e  
H o f f m a n  S X  R a n c h  a t  A l tu r a s ,  C a l i f .

H e  a t t e n d e d  h i s  f i r s t  c o n te s t  a t  L a k e v ie w ,  
O re g o n , in  1 9 2 0 . S in c e  th e n  h e  h a s  a t t e n d 
e d  a b o u t  a l l  th e  le a d in g  c o n te s t s  o n  th e  c o n 
t i n e n t  a n d  h a s  w o n  a t  m a n y  o f  th e m .  W e n t  
t o  L o n d o n ,  E n g la n d ,  w i th  t h a t  r o d e o  o u t 
f i t ,  c o n te s te d  a t  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  r o d e o  th r e e  
t im e s ,  C h e y e n n e  th r e e  t im e s ,  P e n d le to n  
th r e e  t im e s ,  C h ic a g o  tw ic e ,  S a l in a s ,  C a l i f o r 
n i a  s e v e r a l  t im e s  a s  w e ll a s  a t  m a n y ,  m a n y  
o th e r s .  M a k e s  a  s p e c i a l t y  o f  b r o n k  r id in g ,  
a l t h o u g h  h e  u s u a l ly  e n t e r s  in  o t h e r  e v e n ts  
a s  w e ll.

N e x t  m o n t h  I ’l l  te l l  y o u  a b o u t  s o m e  o f  
th e  o t h e r  b o y s ,  a n d  p o s s ib ly  a b o u t  s o m e  o f  
t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  c o w g ir ls ,  a s  m a n y  r e q u e s t s  
h a v e  r e a c h e d  m e  to  te l l  s o m e th in g  o f  th e  
la d i e s  in  th e  r o d e o  c o m p e t i t io n .

READERS’ CHOICE COUPON
HFxr us pick the stories y o u  want—and get a book in the bargain. To anyone who sends in a 
coupon, c o m p l e t e l y  f i l l e d  o u t ,  c z ' c r y  issue f o r  o n e  y e a r ,  we will forward as a gift any one from a 
list of bqoks of exciting Western fiction and interesting Western non-fiction.

I like:
1st.
2nd

I do not like:

Why ?

3rd
4th

N a m e . . 

A ddress
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| Villago Carrier 
P. O. Laborer 
R. F. D. Carrier 
Special Agent 
Cuetoma Inspector 
City Mail Carrier 

) P. O. Clerk 
i Matron
/S p e c ia l  Ip T o itifa to r
) Typist

) PO STM A STER
) Soamatresa
i A u d ito r  
) S te n o g ra p h e r 
I D.S. B order Patrol 
> T e le p h o n e  O pr;
I Watchman 
) Meat Inspector 

r ) Secret Service Opr.
[)  FUe Clerk

IHSTRUCTION BUREAO.Oept. 112,S Usui,, Ml
Send me FREE particulars "How to Qualify for 
Government Positions”  m arked “ X’’. Salsriea, 
locations, opportTiniUes, e tc . ALL SENT FRSB.

M A K E  M O R E  M O m v  1
TakingGrtfers ForTfre MMROlHfae
Kara more every day in  the year representing  old 
•eUbllalied firm  with a Complete line of faet s-i’l- 
Inar neoeositiaa; Dre»a Shirt*. Work Sblrta , Polo 
Shirts, Neckwear, Underw ear. Dreasea. Hosiery, 
S w im  S uits, Smock a, Pajamau, Sw eaters, Paata. 
Belt*. Play Suita. Overalls, Raincoats, Saits, 
Shoe*. Uniforms. E verything em aranteed. E x 
perience unnecessary.

W rite quick fo r FREE SALES KIT. 
N I M R O D  C O .. D e p t. 75 .

4 9 2 2 - 2 8  L i n c o l n  A v e „  C h i c a g o ,  111.
n

m m m s ®  m  m i s e r y
Many people w ith defective hearing and 
H ead Noi&es enjoy Converaation. Movies.
Church and Kadio, because they use 
Leonard Invisible Ear Drums which 
resemble Tiny Megaphones fitting 
In the Ear entirely out o£ sight.
No wires, batteries or head piece.
They are inexpensive. Write for ,, 
booklet and sworn statement of jd/?£/A< 
the inventor who Wiishimscl f deaf.

A. 0. LEQNAROf Ino- Salts 23, 7Q 6tiJ Av*., Hew Y*rk

[ i i i E f R i M l
seas sress&c a—
c a s i E O  b t  e v i s  A c t o i r r

COLITISM U C O U S  O R  
S P A S T I C  _ _
CNTROMUL. ft new scientific formula. Is bringing amaz
ing relief In mucous or spastic COLITIS of non specific 
origin and attendant symptoms, .such as: Indlgetiion.
Cat. Bloating. Constipation and other Stomach and In
testinal Aggravations following diet abuse and exces3 
acid reactions within the digestive tract. Write today 
for Free Trial Package and Illustrated Booklet.
H tT E O M U L  C O .. Dept, K 2 .Z 1 4 7  W. W aito itm , lo t Aajeltt, U S f.

BIO
PAY -

E V E R Y  A
D A Y

SELL AMERICA’S 
F IN EST  STYLED  
QUALITY SHIRTS

BTIcs, Hose. tTnder\?car too. Shirts 
5 with new Trubenized Starchless col

lar. All garment.h GUARANTEED 
l l  YEAR. Low Prices. Big Cash Commissions; Cash 
■ Bonuses. Complete Outfit FREE. Write today. 
I Dept. N4.
I QU AK ER. Broadway at 31st Street, New York.

High School Course
in 2  to 4  Years ,'on con com plete your High 

School e d u ca tio n  a t  hom e— 
Z to i  years. C ourse p re -

I  C redit fo r U . S . subjects already com pleted.
■ Offers cultuml advantages o f college trsjnm g
L B O e r a l  f i n s  a t  low cost, by home “tudy . U ses standard 

** ,-vtA annul"mented by special luBtruction and lec-Course «SS: A  oroo“»nft? ?<,k s. *"■<■*«• “ * *“*
» d d - r i w S e .  F ree Bulletin. S ta te  which course interest* you.
"LAmerican School. Dept. H* 43S, Drexel at 58th, Chicago

I don't care whether you are 16 or 40... If you are dissatisfied 
with your present job . . .  if you are out of a job became you
lack specialized tra in in g . . .  If your future »  uncertain__
then mail the coupon today and I’ll Bend you all details of 
my “ Pay-Tuition-After-Grad nation*’ Plan whereby many
S«t C oyne p ra c tic a l t r a in in g  f i r s t—th e n  p a y  fo r  i t  in  enny m on th ly  p a y 
m e n ts  s ta r t in g  5-m oDtb3 a f t e r  th e y  s t a r t  th e ir  t ra in in g  o r 60 days 
a f t e r  th e ir  r e q u ire d  12-w eek s  trainm *? p e rio d  la ov er. M any find th a t  
to c ro au ed  e a rn in g  a pay  fo r  th e ir  C oyne t r a in in g  in a  very s n o r t  tans-
MANY EARN $30, $40, $50 ANB UP 
A WEEK...Others Co in Business and 
Make Up to $5,000 and R3ore a Year
Here Is your opportunity. Every day brings new d e v e lo p -  

moots in E lec tr ic ity  — opportunities for trained 
j &SSBK Tk men ,r> e a rn  real money tn a fascinating, to terest-fa?  c m a tin g . to t  e r e e t-  

C oyno you a r e  t ra in e d  
- . . :  in th e  G re a t C oyne 
L t a r n  b y  D o ing?  n o t 

ions e lec trica l e x o e r l-  
M ary

fo r life  a f te r  you graduate. fUgfit now I amir!
, eluding additional iDetrnrtion in Diesel E ngines,A h 

C o n d itio n in g  and E lec tr ic  R efr ig e ra tio n  a t n o
e x t ra  c o s t .  M all C oupon  tor*-................

| all deta ilh, along with my big

Mesel E n g in es ,A ir
------------------ -  e frige ra tio n  a t n o

lall C oupon  to d a y  ana I ’ll send you 
------ —  v ig free  book o f fact*.

Mr. H . C. LEWIS. P r e s . .  COYNE ELECTRICAL SCHOOL 
D ep t. 46-aa.SOO S . P au lin a  S t . ,  C hfcago, HI.

Tell me how you will finance my tra in in g  a t  COYNE and send 
me the BIG FREE Illustrated  book on ELECTRICITY.

ADDRESS— 

ClTT—
, ,  Mail In envelope or paele on poatcard _  „

HOME-STUDY
BUSINESS TRAINING
Your opportunity can never be bigger than your 
preparation. Prepare now and reap the rewards in 
earlier and larger success. Free 64-Page Books Tell 
How. Write now for book you want, or mail coupon 
with your name and address in margin today.

O  H ig h e r  A c c o u n ta n c y  
O M o d .  S a l e s m a n s h ip  
O  T r a f f ic  M a n a g e m e n t  
O  L o w : D e g re e  o f  L L .B . 
O  C o m m e r c ia l  L aw  
O  I n d u s t r i a l  M f im ’t  
O  B a n k in g  a n d  F in a n c e  
O  S te n o ty p y  
O  R a i l .  S t a t i o n  M g m * t 
O P a p e r  S a l e s m a n s h ip

O  B u s in e s s  M fim ’t  
O  B u s in e s s  C o rre a .
O  C r e d i t  a n d  C o l le c t io n  

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
O  M o d e rn  F o r e m a n s h lp  
O  P e r s o n n e l  M g m 't  
O  E x p e r t  B o o k k e e p in g  
O  C . P . A . C o a c h in g  
O  B u s in e s s  E n g l is h  
O  E f fe c t iv e  S p e a k in g

LASALLE EXTENSION UNIVERSITY
D e p t. 475 -R  C hicago

FACTORY TO YOU
HEW REMINGTON NOISELESS PORTABLE
10-Day 
Free 
Trial 
Offer i

AT LAST! The famous Remington NOISELESS 
Portable is yours for only ten cents a  day. Brand 
new. Not rebuilt. S tandard keyboard and every 
modern feature. Free carrying case and typing 
course. 10-Day free tria l. You don’t  risk a penny. 
WE PAY ALL SH IPPIN G  CHARGES. Act 
now! Write Remington Rand Inc., Dept. 147-4. 
205 East 42nd Street, New York, N . Y.

Please mention N e w ss t a n d  F ic tio n  U n it  when answering advertisements 1 2 7



We Receive 
H undreds of 

to tte rs  like this
e  84x4H

iBonmy t 
idgoodfur
erthom.Micb.

Size Rim tires Tildes
20x4.40-21 $ 1 . a s  to.
20x4.60-:
30*4.Sftt

H e r e  a r e  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  s t a n d a r d  
b r a n d  t i r e  b a r g a i n s  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  re  
p a i r e d  b y  t h e  im p r o v e d “ c r i s a - c r o s s '1 
m ethod and by  skilled w orkm en . Yoa 
tak e  no  risk  w hen yoa b a y  f ro m  Y o rk , 

r e l ia b le  
9 w ith  19 

y ea rs  o f Bervfce In 
th is  fioid. Thou
sands o f  t ir e  u se rs  
t h r o u g h o u t  th e  
U . S . d ec la re  o u r 
t i r e s  jf I v e  t h e m  
LONG, SATISFAC

T O R Y  S E R V I C E .  B u y  N o w — a t  
th e s e  reduced prices and SA VE M ON EY.

D o n 't D elay  —  O rder TodayT
B A L L O O N  T I R E S  R E G U L A R  C O R O  T I R E S

"  ' ; Six® T ire s  T u b e s  S ize  T i m  T u b s*  
30x8*i 5 1 .8 5 * 0 .7 5  33x4X 5 3 .1 0  *L15
31*4 ? • # §  .85  34*4X  J . i o  t .1 6

30x5 3 .3 0  1.3532x4 Z < & 3  .85
34x4 2 . ' t o  I?5 33x5 3 .4 0  1.45
32x4X 3 .0 0  1.15 35x5 3 .5 5  1.55
HEAVY D U TY T R U C K  T IR E S

(High Pressure)
Six* T ire s  T u b e s
10x5 . _

33x5 3 .7 9  1.45
34x5 3 .9 5  2.0U
32x8 7 .2 5  2.75
30x0  9 .0 0  3.951

TR U C K  BALLO

7̂Xj-2(

S ize  T ire s  T u b e s
7 0  *1.06 34x7 $ 9 .9 5  *3.26 

" 38x7 9 .9 5  3.95
30x8 1 0 .6 5  3.05
40x8 1 2 .6 5  446

ON T IR E S  
T ire s  T u b e s  
10 5 5 - 4 0  3.75 

____ _____ _ JO 7 .6 0 * 4 .9 5
4 .8 5  2.05 9.00-20 9 .4 0  6.65

[a l l o t h e r  J s i t n t z r *
s i i t s

SEN D  ONLY 5 1 .0 0  D E P O S IT  on en d
($4.00 on each  T ruck T ire .) W e sh ip  *

S  p e r  c e n t  if  cash  is  sen t In  fi

a u g e c i : _ .............. „  . .
.  _ _ . ,nces. O rder Now. W e  a g r e e  t o  r e p la c e  a t  
p r lc e a n y  t i r e  fa l l in g  t o  g iv e  9  m o n th s ’ s e n d e e .

YO R K  TIR E  & R U B B ER  C O „ D o p t 3843
3 8 S 5 - 8 9  C o t ta g e  G ro v e  f tv e ._____ •  C h ic a g o , III,

tWWTIR
. oaIA B U S /

lUvaDayEasyTerms <
flEMMSTIIMJKDERWOOD, ETC.,

-------^------------*:- i t e d -

International Typewriter Exch., ^ iM s ^ c h tc w

W O R K F O R  T H E

5 *

. _
h i

' $ i s f l p 9

I p f ^ l 1

GOVERNMENT
S T A R T  $1260 to  

$2100 Y E A R
C om m on E d u ca tio n  O  
U sually  S ufficien t

WOMEN w  . .
Ml Coupon O n a m e .

f Address

^  bow to Rat one of these jobg. Send sample coaebins.

A Baby In Your Home
S c i e n t i s t s  n o w  s t a t e  t h a t  “ C o m p le t e u n i t y  In l i f e  d e p e n d s  on 
B ex  h a r m o n y "  a n d  t h a t  t h e  l a c k  o f  i t  ia  t h e  o n e  g r e a t e s t  c a u s e  
f o r  u n h a p p y  m a r r i a g e s .  A ls o  t h a t  e v e r y  w o m a n  “ h a s  t h e  c a 

p a c i t y  f o r  s e x  e x p r e s s io n "  b u t  to o  o f t 
en sbe  ia undeveloped o r  su ffe rin g  w ith  g en 
e ra l  fem ale  d iso rders, w h ich  r o b h e r  o r h e r  
norm al desire s. D arin g  an  ex p e rien ce  o f  
m ore th a n  86 y ea rs  specializ ing  in  th e  t r e a t 
m en t ©f diseases p eca lia r  to  w om en, I  de
veloped a  sim ple home t re a tm e n t w hich has  
b ro u g h t new  hope, h ea lth  and  happ iness to  
m any  th o u san d s. M any w ho had been child- 
l e s s  f o r y e a r s  b e c a m e  proud  and  happy  
M others. H usb an d s h av e  w ritte n  m e t n s  
m o st g low ing le t te r s  o f  g ra titu d e  and  now  
I  w a n t e v e ry  w om an w ho is  ran -d o w n  o r  
su ffe rin g  f ro m  fem a le  d iso rd ers  t o  lea rn  
a b o u t th is  sp lendid  tre a tm e n t, an d  h o w sh o  
m ay use  i t  In th e  p rivacy  o f  h e r own hom e.

Get This Knowledge FREE
In  m y tw o  book lets , w hich w ill be 

se n t  in  p la in  w ra p p e r, t  in tim ately  d is
cuss m any  Im p o rtan t su b jec ts  re la tin g  to  

th e  fem ale  eex t h a t  a re  v ita lly  In te res tin g  to  every  w om an . They te ll 
h o w  yoa too  m ay com h a t your troub les a s  thousands o f o th e rs  h ave  and  
o f te n  ag a in  enjoy th e  desires and  ac tiv itie s  o f  N a tu re ’s m o st w onder
fu l c rea tio n —a  norm al, fu lly  developed vigorous w om an. I  will g lad ly  
send  both  books postp a id  fre e . W rite  to d ay . D R . H . W ILL ELDERS* 
S u ite  6 8 2 -P , 7tf» and F e lt*  S tm to ,  S t  Joseph, Mo.

STOP Your Rupture 
Worries!

Why worn7 and suffer any Ion per? Learn 
* about our perfected invention for all forms 

of reducible rupture. Automatic air cushion 
acting as mi agent to assist Nature has 
brought happiness to  thousands. Permits 
natural strengthening o f the tteakened 
muscles* Weighs but a few ounces, is incon
spicuous and sanitary. No obnoxious springs 
or hard pads. No salves or plasters. Durable, 
cheap S en t on trial to prove i t  Beware 

_ of imitations. Never sold in stores or by 
agents. Write today for full information sent free in plain 
envelope. AH correspondence confidential.
BROOKS COMPANY. 174B S ta te  St..MarshaH,Mleh.

—Buy your Drug Sundries, Spe
cialties, Supplies, Blades, etc., direct 
from manufacturer through our 
Mail-Order Dept. All personal 
items are mailed postpaid by us in 
plain, sealed package. We have 
everything. Send for F r e e ,  illus
trated mail-order catalog.

THE N-R M F C .  C O . ,  Dept. H-37, Box 353, Hamilton, Onl.

W A N T E D !
ORIGINAL POEMS, SONGS

fo r im m ed ia te  considera tion
M .  M .  M .  P U B L I S H E R S

D EPT. NS Studio Bldg.
PORTLAND, ORE.

Sp lend id  opportun ities . P re p a re  qu ick ly In spa re  tim e . E a sy  m ethod. No 
previous e xp erien ce  n e c e s s a r y ,  com m on scho o l edu cation  su ffic ien t. 
M any e a r n  w hile learning . Send for fre e  booklet “ O pportun ities In M odem  Photography” , p articu lars  and requ irem ents,

AMERICAN SCHOOL OF PHOTOGRAPHY 
3601 Michigan Avonuo Dept, 1 J S 4  CMm c o ,  WlnoR

Ud Please mention N ew sstand  F iction  U n it  when answering advertisements
W. HALL PRINTING C<X



— c h e a ts  m s
b y  c lea rin g  sk in  irritan ts  
out o f the b lood

D on ’t let Adolescent P im p les  
k ill YO U R  dates

DURING THE YEARS following the begin
ning of adolescence—from about 13 to 25, 

or even longer—m any young people have to 
fight pimples.

Im portant glands develop and final growth 
takes place during this time. This causes dis
turbances throughout the body. The skin be
comes oversensitive. W aste poisons in the blood 
irritate this sensitive skin. Pimples break out. 

M any doctors prescribe Fleischmann’s Yeast 
for the correction of these adoles
cent pimples. I t  clears the skin 
irritants out o f your blood. Then 
pimples disappear!

E a t Fleischmann’s Y east 3 
times a day, before meals—plain, 
or in a little w ater—until your 
skin is entirely clear. S ta rt today.



I c a p t u r e d  J - i
WILD ELEPHANTS,

SAYS
fr^nk BUCK/

J R *  J V  'IN ORDER TO
§  GET THE ONE'
%  ^  WANTED. FIRST, 

■ w £ £  WE BUILT AN

THAT SHOULD 
BE STRONG 
ENOUGH TO 
HOLD THEM

THE ONE I WANT 
IS IN THAT HERD

" C a m e ls NEVER GET 
ON YOUR NERVES!

•AT A SIGNAL THE ELEPHANTS ARE 
STAMPEDED TOWARD THE TRAP"

"THE ENRAGED HERD, MADDENED 
BY THE NOISE .THUNDERS BLINDLY 
INTO THE K R A A L - '

© 1936, R . J .  Reynolds Tob. C o,

r‘j*» ft

® £ #  CO GET ,  
■ * 3 1  BEATERS r

fWHEWl THAT WAS 
1 A JOB -  HERE'S 
, WHERE I SMOKE 
L A CAMEL ,

"SMOKE? YOU BET-
CAM ELS/

THEY ARE SO MILD 
THEY NEVER GET MY 
WIND OR UPSET MY 
NERVES-ANDW HAT 

A SWELL TASTE I"

you'll lik e  t h e ir  m ild n ess  too !

"Cam els are so m ild 
they never jangle my 
n e rv e s  o r  c u t  m y  
wind. A n d  Camels 
just can’t  be beaten'for 
sm ooth, rich flavor!” 

ALLAN M. CRAIG, Jr.
Salesman

"Camels have such 
a  m ild flavor. A nd , 
n o  m atter how many 
I  s m o k e ,  C a m e ls  
n e v e r  t h r o w  m y  
nerves o u t o f  tune.”

MRS. R. W. SAYLES 
Housewife

TUNE IN! C A M E L  C A R A V A N  W IT H  W A L T E R  O ’K E E F E  •  D E A N E  
J A N I S  •  T E D  H U S I N G  •  G L E N  G R A Y  A N D  T H E  
C A S A  L O M A  O R C H E S T R A  •  T u e sd a y  and  T h u rsd a y  — 9 p .  m .

E .  S T . , 8 p . m . C .  S . T  , 9:30 p. m . M . S . T . ,  and  8:30 p .  m . P .  S . T . —o v e r  W A B C *C olum bia  N e tw o rk .

W C C O fj/
•  Camels are made from finer, M O R E 
EXPENSIVE TOBACCOS-Turkish and 
Domestic — than any other popular brand.

(Signed) R .  J .  R e y n o l d s  T o b a c c o  C o m p a n y  
W inston-Salem , N . C.


